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Abstract

Examining the positive and negative emotions in the text of Nahj ul-Balagha
is crucial for deepening the understanding of the influential character of Imam
Ali (AS) and more accurately representing his intellectual and value
structures. Additionally, analyzing the emotional dimensions of Imam Ali's
(AS) discourse concerning individuals regarded as human models is of great
importance. This study, based on a linguistic and psychological approach, first
investigates positive and negative emotions in Nahj ul-Balagha and then
analyzes satisfaction with individuals to reveal the psychological, social, and
human layers of the text. To this end, relying on historical psychology and
utilizing deep learning technology and natural language processing
algorithms, along with a Contextualized Construct Representations (CCR)
approach, the connection between common language and the linguistic
structure of Nahj ul-Balagha has been reconstructed. Furthermore, using
transfer learning techniques, the text of Nahj ul-Balagha was analyzed and
classified based on Arabic literature and Watson's Positive and Negative
Affect Schedule (PANAS) questionnaire. The results indicate that in Imam
Ali's (AS) discourse, negative emotion scores are slightly higher than positive
ones, with a relative balance between the two emotional categories. Moreover,
negative emotions are significantly higher in cases of "satisfaction with
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individuals," reflecting Imam Ali's (AS) state of psychological constriction
rather than expansion when praising certain individuals, indicating his
dissatisfaction.

Keywords: Positive and Negative Emotions, Contextualized Construct
Representations (CCR), Satisfaction with Individuals, Imam Ali (AS), Nahj
ul-Balagha.

Extended Abstract

1. Introduction

Given the position of Imam Ali (AS) as a spiritual leader and Islamic ruler
within the Muslim world, examining the representation of positive and
negative emotions in the most significant texts attributed to him —texts
that reflect his psychological and inner states— is of considerable
importance. This importance stems from the fact that one of the key
distinguishing features of a spiritual leader, as opposed to other types of
leaders, lies in his beliefs and conduct, including concepts such as
infallibility (‘isma) and Imamate in Shiite thought, which are manifested in
his manner of engagement with both personal and governmental matters.
Within this framework, the psychological category of "positive and
negative affect,” with a particular focus on satisfaction with individuals,
has not yet been systematically investigated. The present study addresses
this issue for the first time by employing Contextualized Construct
Representations (CCR).

In its first stage, this research analyzes positive and negative emotions
in Nahj ul-Balagha and then, after a thorough survey of all relevant cases,
examines Imam Ali's (AS) manner of engagement with individuals toward
whom he expresses approval and praise. This approach enables a deeper
understanding of the psychological and social dimensions of the text and
facilitates a more rigorous and objective scholarly analysis thereof.

2. Theoretical framework
In the analytical section of the study, the discussion is examined with
reference to the concepts presented in Psychology of Art by Lev Vygotsky
(1971), and the specified topic is analyzed across three levels: “perception,”
“technique,” and “psychoanalysis.” A phenomenological perspective is
also employed to facilitate a clearer understanding of these three levels.

In the statistical section, the Contextualized Construct Representations
(CCR) method is applied. CCR serves as an analytical tool that enables
precise categorization of texts. By focusing on the internal structure of the
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text and the relationships among its semantic units, it allows the researcher
to assign each text to a specific category. Within the framework of natural
language processing (NLP), CCR is also capable of extracting sets of words
and expressions associated with each category, thereby generating a
semantic and conceptual representation of the text.

Furthermore, in the statistical analysis, the Arabic version of the Positive
and Negative Affect Schedule (PANAS) is employed to examine the
affective structure and context of Nahj ul-Balagha. This questionnaire is a
brief and widely used psychometric instrument designed to measure the
intensity of positive and negative emotions over a specified time period. It
was developed and introduced by Watson et al. (1988). The PANAS
consists of 20 items, organized into two categories: positive affect and
negative affect. For each item, respondents rate the intensity of their
experienced emotion using a five- or seven-point Likert scale within a
defined time frame.

Questionnaire Items

Positive Affect (10 items): Interested, Excited, Strong, Enthusiastic,
Proud, Alert, Inspired, Determined, Attentive, Active.

Negative Affect (10 items): Distressed, Upset, Guilty, Scared, Hostile,
Irritable, Ashamed, Nervous, Jittery, Afraid.

3. Method

This study, grounded in historical psychology, examines the psychological
dimensions and historical evidence present in the text of Nahj ul-Balagha.
In this process, deep learning technologies and natural language processing
(NLP) algorithms were employed to establish a link between everyday
language and the linguistic structure of Nahj ul-Balagha. Subsequently,
using transfer learning techniques, the text of Nahj ul-Balagha, based on
Avrabic literature and without direct human intervention, was analyzed and
evaluated according to the indicators of the Positive and Negative Affect
Schedule (PANAS). This approach enables the identification of underlying
psychological components within the text while simultaneously conducting
a coherent process of text mining, in which the psychological nature of
lexical items is taken into account and their latent semantic layers are
revealed.

4. Conclusion

Based on the Positive and Negative Affect Schedule (PANAS), the
following chart illustrates the levels of positive and negative affect in Nahj
ul-Balagha:



4 A Quantitative Study of Emotions in... Khavaninzadeh & et al.

Mean of Positive and Negative Affect in Nahj ul-Balagha
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Total score of positive and negative affect in Nahj ul-Balagha

Positive Negative Ratio

Mean 9.354 9.629 0.274
Standard deviation 5.892 6.144 0.251
Median 6.260 6.467 0.207

In the overall examination of Imam Ali’s (AS) discourse, with only a
slight difference, negative affect was found to be marginally higher than
positive affect, while a general balance between the two emotional domains
was observed. Furthermore, the convergence of the median with the mean
indicates a relatively high level of accuracy and a low margin of error in
the data and statistical calculations of the average emotional distribution in
Imam Ali’s (AS) statements.

In the analysis of satisfaction with individuals, the selected names
include Prophet Muhammad (PBUH), Abu Dharr, Malik al-Ashtar,
Muhammad ibn Abi Bakr, Umar ibn Abi Salama, and Khabbab ibn al-
Auratt.

From the overall data, charts, and tables, it can be inferred that in
comparing levels of satisfaction and dissatisfaction with individuals,
negative affect is significantly higher in the context of “satisfaction with
individuals.” This suggests a state of psychological constriction rather than
expansion in Imam Ali (AS) when expressing praise toward certain
individuals, indicating that his expressions of approval are not primarily
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rooted in emotional expansiveness but rather in an inwardly constrained
emotional state. In addition to quantitative findings, linguistic context,
historical evidence, as well as the situational background and causes of
utterance also support this claim. With the exception of the case of Prophet
Muhammad, in which most statements are delivered in a positive context,
all other cases —except for letter 13— are situated in sorrowful and
negative contexts such as exile, news of martyrdom, dismissal, and
remembrance of past events.

Moreover, Imam Ali’s (AS) expressions of satisfaction can be divided
into two categories: statements made during the individuals’ lifetimes and
those made after their death. In none of these cases —except for the
Prophet— is sanctity attributed to the individuals under praise.
Furthermore, in no instance does Imam Ali (AS) employ supernatural
attributes or engage in flattery when describing these individuals.
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Abstract

Style is the author's way of expressing himself, which reveals his identity and
personality, his beliefs, his mental states, and his psychological complexes.
Repetition is one of the styles used with the aim of emphasizing or drawing
attention to something and placing it at the center of attention. One of the
cases of using the repetition style is in prayer, so that the supplicant shows his
helplessness, need, and insistence through repetition. Repetition is one of the
most widely used styles in the case of Imam Ali (AS), which is used in
accordance with the purpose. This research, using a descriptive-analytical
method, seeks to stylistically examine repetition in Imam's prayers and how
its dimensions are reflected. The repetition of prayer in the Imam's prayers
indicates the intensity of the servant's need and urgency for God and is a sign
of Imam's humility, submission, and sincerity, and his connection and
intimacy with his Lord because a needless and arrogant person never asks for
anything from anyone. Therefore, need is a close and deep connection that
causes someone to ask for something, just as Imam, out of humility, sincerity,
humility and sincere connection with God, prays to Him using repetition and
strengthens his spiritual and moral connection with his Lord. In his prayers,
the Imam uses the imperative after using the vocative and repeating it, which
indicates the sincerity and intensity of his need for God. In many cases, he has
used the imperative verb in the sense of praying and asking for help, and the
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use of the vocative with the imperative verb in prayer is appropriate to the
purpose.

Keywords: Imam Ali, prayer, repetition style, emphasis, sincerity.

Extended Abstract

1. Introduction

Prayer is the secret and special need of the servant with their Lord, which
is done directly and without intermediaries with sincerity, humility and
submission between them and their Lord, observing politeness and
expressing servitude and helplessness with humble language and with
styles and words appropriate to the purpose. Therefore, the greater the
sincerity, humility and submission and expressing helplessness in prayer,
the closer the servant becomes to their Lord and the greater the possibility
of the prayer being answered. In Islamic sources, there are prayers from
Imam Ali, especially in Nahj ul-Balagha and prayer books, in which Imam
has sincerely and appropriately used special language and styles.

In one sense, prayer is a conversation between a person and the one God
with sincerity, humility, and submissiveness, and by expressing servitude
with humble language and styles appropriate to the purpose. The prayers
of Imam Ali and his secret and need with God are a manifestation of the
depth of his faith and servitude. In his prayers with God, he expressed the
greatness and glory of God, on the one hand, and his own weakness and
smallness, on the other. His prayers are full of supplication, humility, and
requests for God's forgiveness and mercy.

Repetition is one of the syntactic styles used to express meaning, which is
of two types: verbal repetition by repeating a word or sentence and spiritual
repetition by using words such as nafs and ayn to emphasize a word.
Repetition is mostly used with the aim of emphasizing and establishing a
point in the mind by the speaker or writer, but the writer must know in
which cases to use repetition because it is correct to use repetition in the
appropriate and appropriate place, but it should not be used in an
inappropriate place. Rather, repetition should be used in the appropriate
place or where the sentence or word needs to be repeated.

2. Theoretical framework

Prayer is a conversation, a secret, and a need that a person expresses to
someone more powerful and superior than him/herself in order to meet
his/her needs, and the person praying refers to his/her weakness so that
someone superior to him/her can meet his/her needs. For this reason, it
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refers to his/her own need and weakness and the superiority, power, and
needlessness of the other party, that is, Allah; because only supplication is
appropriate for someone who is without needs and at the same time the
source of meeting the needs of others. Scholars of rhetoric, in discovering
the meaning of the two verbs of command and prohibition, have considered
prayer to be a request for something by a person of low status from a person
of high status. From this, it can be understood that there is a kind of
sincerity in prayer because the supplicant, by expressing his/her weakness
and servitude and considering the person to whom s/he prays superior,
invites them to meet his/her needs, and this sincerity, humility, and
weakness are also shown in his/her language, words, and styles. Therefore,
our statement of the issue is the expression of the sincerity of Imam Ali
through the study of the way repetition is reflected in his/her prayers.

3. Method

This research, using a descriptive-analytical method, seeks to stylistically
examine repetition in the Imam's prayers and how it reflects its various
dimensions in order to express the sincerity and helplessness of Imam Ali
before his Lord through the repetition style, through the following
questions:

How and by what styles does Imam Ali show his sincerity, humility, and
submissiveness in prayer?

For what purposes did Imam Ali use the repetition style in prayer?

4. Conclusion

In his prayers, Imam Ali has used any style appropriate to his intended
meaning, which has added to the beauty of his prayers and increased their
impact on the audience. The style of repetition is one of these styles in the
prayers of Imam Ali, which Imam used in his appropriate place and in
accordance with his intended purpose, with the aim of emphasizing and
stabilizing the meaning, expressing sincerity, and expressing his servitude
and helplessness. For this reason, in many cases, in his prayers, he has used
imperative verbs in the meaning of prayer after the vocative because the
request is from the bottom to the top, that the lower position, that is, Imam
Ali, asks for help from the higher position, that is, Allah, with a humble,
direct and unmediated language, in order to confess his weakness and
servitude and to the divinity, lordship, power, and supremacy of God, and
in this way, he removes pride and arrogance from himself. Because a
person who is proud and arrogant considers himself great and needless and
does not seek help from others with insistence and lamentation and
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humility. Therefore, Imam has repeated many words in his prayers to
indicate his emphasis and insistence on the answer of his prayers by his
Lord and the severity of his need and urgency to go to God because when
a person repeatedly asks God for a need, this shows the depth of his need
and sincerity and lack of pride as only the person who admits his own
weakness and the strength of the other side insists on having his needs met
by a superior person. For this reason, the supplicant is somehow referring
to his need and weakness and the superiority, power and lack of need of the
other party, that is, Allah as supplication is only worthy of someone who is
in need and at the same time is a place to meet the needs of others. Looking
at the repetitions used in his prayers, we realize that if his prayers were
expressed without these repetitions, the sincerity of his words would not
have been easily understood, or at least without this repetition, less
sincerity would have been shown, and the greatness and superiority of God
would not have been highlighted in the prayer without repetition.
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Abstract

The concept of human perfection has long been a central concern in
philosophical, psychological, and religious traditions. In modern psychology,
Abraham Maslow’s theory of self-actualization represents one of the most
influential attempts to explain the process of human growth and fulfillment.
In Islamic intellectual tradition, however, the notion of the “Perfect Human”
occupies a fundamental position in discussions of moral and spiritual
development. One of the most important sources reflecting this perspective is
Nahj ul-Balagha, a collection of sermons, letters, and statements attributed to
Imam Ali (peace be upon him). The present study aims to conduct a
comparative analysis of Maslow’s concept of the self-actualized person and
the characteristics of the Perfect Human as reflected in Nahj ul-Balagha.
Employing a comparative and interdisciplinary approach, the study analyzes
the fundamental features of both perspectives and explores their similarities
and differences. The findings indicate that although both approaches
emphasize human growth, self-awareness, and the realization of human
potential, they differ significantly in their philosophical foundations and
ultimate goals. While Maslow’s theory primarily focuses on psychological
development and individual fulfillment, the concept of the Perfect Human in
Nahj ul-Balagha integrates spiritual, ethical, and social dimensions within a
theistic worldview. The study concludes that integrating insights from
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humanistic psychology with the spiritual teachings found in Islamic sources
may contribute to a more comprehensive model of human development.

Keywords: Maslow, Self-Actualization, Perfect Human, Nahj ul-Balagha,
Imam Ali, Humanistic Psychology, Human Development.

Extended Abstract

1. Introduction

The question of human perfection and the ultimate purpose of human life
has been a central issue in both philosophical and religious traditions
throughout history. Modern psychology, particularly humanistic
psychology, has attempted to address this question by focusing on the
inherent potential of human beings and the processes that lead to
psychological growth and fulfililment. Among the most influential figures
in this field is Abraham Maslow, whose theory of the hierarchy of needs
culminates in the concept of self-actualization. According to Maslow,
self-actualization represents the highest level of psychological
development, where individuals realize their full potential and achieve a
deep sense of meaning and authenticity in life.

At the same time, Islamic intellectual and spiritual traditions have long
emphasized the notion of human perfection through moral purification,
spiritual growth, and closeness to God. Within this framework, the concept
of the Perfect Human represents the highest stage of human development.
The teachings of Imam Ali (peace be upon him), particularly those recorded
in Nahj ul-Balagha, provide profound insights into the ethical, spiritual,
and social characteristics of an ideal human being.

Given the importance of both perspectives, a comparative examination
of Maslow’s self-actualized person and the concept of the Perfect Human
in Nahj ul-Balagha can contribute to a deeper understanding of human
development. Such a comparison allows scholars to identify common
elements as well as fundamental differences between modern
psychological theories and classical religious teachings regarding the
nature and purpose of human growth.

2. Theoretical framework

Maslow’s theory of human motivation proposes a hierarchical structure of
needs, beginning with physiological needs and progressing through safety,
love and belonging, and esteem needs, ultimately culminating in
self-actualization. Individuals who reach the stage of self-actualization are
characterized by qualities such as creativity, autonomy, authenticity,



Quarterly Journal of Nahj al-Balagha Research Vol. 13, No. 50, Summer 2025 61

acceptance of reality, and a strong sense of purpose. Maslow believed that
self-actualized individuals possess a deeper understanding of themselves
and the world, and they tend to demonstrate a strong commitment to
personal growth and meaningful values.

In contrast, the concept of the Perfect Human in Islamic thought extends
beyond psychological fulfillment to include spiritual and ethical
dimensions. In Nahj ul-Balagha, Imam Ali describes the qualities of
individuals who strive toward moral excellence, spiritual awareness,
justice, humility, and responsibility toward society. These teachings
emphasize the importance of self-discipline, moral integrity, and devotion
to God as essential elements in the process of human perfection.

While both perspectives recognize the importance of inner development
and self-awareness, they differ in their philosophical foundations.
Humanistic psychology is largely grounded in a human-centered
perspective that emphasizes individual potential and personal fulfillment.
The Islamic perspective, however, situates human development within a
broader metaphysical framework in which spiritual growth and proximity
to God constitute the ultimate goals of human existence.

3. Method

The present research adopts a qualitative and comparative approach in
order to analyze the similarities and differences between the two
perspectives. The study employs Bereday’s four-stage model for
comparative studies, which consists of description, interpretation,
juxtaposition, and comparison.

In the first stage, the primary characteristics of Maslow’s self-actualized
personality were identified through a review of his major works in
humanistic psychology. Key features such as autonomy, creativity,
acceptance of reality, peak experiences, and commitment to personal
growth were extracted and categorized.

In the second stage, relevant passages from Nahj ul-Balagha were
examined in order to identify the moral, spiritual, and social characteristics
associated with the concept of the Perfect Human. Sermons, letters, and
statements attributed to Imam Ali were systematically analyzed and coded
to identify recurring themes related to human excellence and moral
development.

In the third stage, the identified characteristics from both sources were
placed side by side to allow for analytical comparison. Finally, the
similarities and differences between the two conceptual frameworks were
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examined and interpreted in order to provide a comprehensive
understanding of their respective approaches to human perfection.

4. Results and discussion

The findings of this study reveal several areas of convergence between
Maslow’s concept of self-actualization and the characteristics of the Perfect
Human described in Nahj ul-Balagha. Both perspectives emphasize the
importance of self-awareness, personal growth, authenticity, and the
pursuit of truth. In both frameworks, the process of human development
involves overcoming lower tendencies and striving toward higher levels of
psychological or spiritual maturity.

However, significant differences also emerge in the underlying
assumptions and ultimate goals of the two perspectives. In Maslow’s
theory, the emphasis is primarily placed on the realization of individual
potential and psychological well-being. Self-actualization is viewed as the
fulfillment of inherent human capacities and the achievement of personal
authenticity.

In contrast, the concept of the Perfect Human in Nahj ul-Balagha places
greater emphasis on spiritual purification, ethical responsibility, and
devotion to divine values. Human perfection is not limited to the realization
of personal potential but involves the cultivation of virtues such as justice,
humility, compassion, and commitment to social responsibility. The
ultimate aim of human development in this perspective is closeness to God
and the attainment of spiritual excellence.

Furthermore, Nahj ul-Balagha highlights the social dimension of human
perfection. A truly perfected individual is not only concerned with personal
growth but also with the welfare of society and the establishment of justice.
This broader perspective introduces moral and spiritual elements that are
less explicitly emphasized in Maslow’s psychological framework.

5. Conclusion
The comparative analysis conducted in this study demonstrates that both
Maslow’s theory of self-actualization and the concept of the Perfect Human
in Nahj ul-Balagha provide valuable insights into the nature of human
development. While Maslow’s framework contributes significantly to
understanding psychological growth and the realization of human potential,
the teachings of Imam Ali present a more comprehensive model that
integrates psychological, ethical, social, and spiritual dimensions.

The results suggest that a synthesis of insights from humanistic
psychology and Islamic spiritual teachings may offer a more holistic
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understanding of human perfection. Such an integrative approach could
help address some of the limitations of purely psychological models by
incorporating ethical and spiritual considerations into discussions of human
development.

Ultimately, the teachings found in Nahj ul-Balagha provide a rich and
meaningful framework for understanding the moral and spiritual
dimensions of human excellence. When considered alongside modern
psychological theories, these teachings can contribute to the development
of a more balanced and culturally grounded model of human growth that
acknowledges both the inner potential of human beings and their spiritual
aspirations.
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Abstract

The letter of Imam Ali to his son is recorded to have been noticed many times
by scholars and researchers. But commentators have interpreted it line by line
and considered it a plural and incoherent text. Sometimes they are even
confused by not understanding the connection of its sentences. In this article,
a new step has been taken towards a coherent interpretation of this letter, based
on Tafarrod. a term obtained from the text of the letter 31 of Nahj ul-Balagha.
In this article, the evidence in the letter31 is stated in an analytical way to
confirm this rule and its compatibility with other concepts in the letter is
explained. In the explanation made, based on this rule, we understand that the
two terms Tafarrod (Selfhoodness) and nafs (ego) express the general truth
governing the Imam's letter and show that everyone should pay attention to
his own individuality (Selfhoodness) and measure his own self. This general
principle gives rise to other recommendations in the letter. Although the
mentioned rule has been confirmed by verses and narrations in addition to
letter 31, there are problems with it, such as promoting selfishness and
relativism. The important point here is that it is completely possible to solve
these problems based on the letter and by referring to it again. Solving the
mentioned problems is a re-emphasis on the coherence and unity of the
concepts of letter 31 based on the rule of Tafarrod.
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Extended Abstract

1. Introduction

Imam Ali's letter to his son, as the 31st letter in Nahj al-Balagha, has been
repeatedly considered by scholars and researchers. However,
commentators have interpreted it in a scattered manner, as if they
considered it a disjointed and incoherent text. Sometimes they have even
become confused by not understanding the connection between its
sentences. In this article, based on "Tafrrod" (individuality), a term derived
from the text of letter 31, a new step is taken towards a coherent
interpretation of this letter.

2. Theoretical framework

In this article, the evidence available in the text of the letter for the
possibility of interpreting the letter based on Tafarrod is presented
analytically, and the compatibility of this term with the concepts in the
letter is explained.

Since Imam himself has mentioned the motivation and reason for
writing this letter in parts of the letter, this part of the letter can be
considered a guide to discovering its common axis. Tafarrod is a term based
on the text of letter 31 of Nahj ul-Balagha. Imam says that concern for my
own person has prevented me from worrying about people. Based on
Tafarrod, the self is the measure and criterion.

Imam says, “Set yourself as a measure and standard.” To properly
understand selfhoodness as a measure, it is necessary to know that evidence
in the aforementioned letter that shows the meaning of self is not only the
general human self, but also the individual and personal self, because: 1. In
the midst of the advice to set the self as a measure, the point is that one
should not say what one does not know. In addition to being a
recommendation to all humans, this advice does not have a precise meaning
without considering the individuality of humans, but rather acting on it
becomes futile and meaningless. 2. The emphasis on Tafarrod and the
prohibition of concern for “others” shows the self as personal and
individual, not the general self. 3. The emphasis in the text of the letter is
on the point that the individual must consider his limitations and
capabilities in relationships and work. This emphasis on restraint is based
on the individual self and is clarified in the words of Imam.

The measure of the self is not mentioned only in this letter, but it can be
understood that from the verses of the Quran that certainty in the soul is the
measure and criterion. It can also be proven from the Quran that the human
heart is a safe haven where his certainty never errs, but basically, the
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certainty of the heart is the criterion for distinguishing between goodness
and sin.

3. Method

In the text under discussion, Tafarrod is not only stated in general terms,
but based on the words of Imam, we understand that Tafarrod has important
implications, including the following:

1. One should not burden oneself with hardship and trouble. Difficulty is
not only moral and practical difficulty, but also cognitive and interpretive
difficulty, which causes one to sink into the swamp of ambiguities and
darkness.

2. A person should measure him/herself and, as a result, not say what he
does not know.

3. A person should not make him/herself a slave to others, that is, s/he
should behave freely and not be influenced by what is alien to him/her.

4. When a person reaches a humble heart, concentration of thought, and
leisure of understanding, s/he can understand the interpretation of truths.
Besides, there are other issues that are better expressed in terms of Tafarrod
and are expressed in the words of Imam such as moderation in seeking
sustenance or emphasizing preserving one's possessions and opportunities
and taking it easy and avoiding risks. The emphasis on preserving one's
spouse and describing the tribe as the wings of flight and the hand of union
are all based on strengthening individuality.

The next issue in line with the article is: When we accept that
selfhoodness and individualism are central, then questions, challenges, and
problems arise. The most important of these problems are promoting
selfishness and promoting relativism.

4. Conclusion
The answer to the first problem is that acting against the will of the self
causes the self to remain in its place and maintain its originality. As long
as the self is original and its “self”, it can be the standard and measure
because in that state and condition it is the will of God that has appeared,
but when its desires appear, its independence from God has appeared, and
this is an important reason why the standard of truth is to act against it!
Accordingly, we must understand freedom and liberty in this letter, which
means not being a slave to anyone else (other than oneself), based on
Tafarrod.

The main answer to the second challenge, the challenge of relativity, is
in the letter 31 of Nahj ul-Balagha, where it says that some humans are
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placed under the guardianship and supervision of a human superior to
themselves; in these circumstances relativity no longer makes sense, so
responsibility towards others is naturally applied. Therefore, in relation to
others, individuality still prevails. But this individual is broader than this
appearance. He has parts of the body and even a soul that are the same as
his soul. Based on the words of Imam, we must expand the existence of the
"individual”. Basically, individuals who are vast in existence are
responsible for others. If the existence of a complete human being and a
comprehensive individual is accepted, many of the epistemological
obstacles and challenges of selfhoodness will be removed because the
reason for the failure to resolve differences is the failure to accept Imam as
the embodiment of the unity of religions and sects.
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Abstract

Sermon 216 of Nahj ul-Balagha is one of the most important Alawi texts in
explaining the logic of just governance and critiquing despotic mechanisms.
The present study, adopting a discourse-semiotic approach and focusing on the
main justice/despotism square in Greimas’s model, seeks to show how “right”
becomes the central signifier of political order in this sermon and how the
meaning of justice is shaped in the movement from tawasufto tanasuf and from
the claim of right to the establishment of right. The findings show that justice
in this sermon is not an individual virtue, but a reciprocal structure of mutual
rights, the critique-acceptance of power, and the critical participation of
society. Conversely, despotism does not appear only in manifest injustice, but
passes through the intermediate stages of finding the right burdensome, the
suspension of criticism, the spread of exaggerated praise, and the dominance
of desire, until it leads to oppression, the suspension of rulings, and the collapse
of social order. Moreover, Imam Ali’s response to the flattery of one of his
companions shows that justice in this sermon, in addition to its juridical
dimension, is a linguistic and narrative act for returning the political sphere
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from praise to counsel and from passivity to collective responsibility.
Therefore, Greimas’s square in this study has been employed not as a static
model, but as a tool for understanding the dynamics of transition from justice
to despotism and vice versa.

Keywords: Nahj ul-Balagha, Sermon 216, Political Justice, Despotism,
Discourse Semiotics, Greimas’s Semiotic Square.

Extended Abstract

1. Introduction

Sermon 216 of Nahj ul-Balagha is one of the most significant Alawi texts
concerning the relationship between power, right, and political justice. The
sermon does not treat the relation between ruler and subjects as a merely
moral or individual matter; rather, it situates this relation at the very
foundation of political legitimacy and social stability. Imam Ali (peace be
upon him), by emphasizing mutual rights between the ruler and the people,
presents a model of governance in which political power becomes
meaningful only when it is placed within a reciprocal network of duties,
accountability, criticism, social sincerity, and the establishment of right. In
this sense, justice in Sermon 216 is not limited to personal virtue or the
avoidance of explicit oppression. It is a discursive structure formed through
the interrelation of right, mutual fairness, sincere counsel, cooperation, and
just consultation. Conversely, despotism is not restricted to the ruler’s
manifest injustice; it may also appear in softer and more hidden forms, such
as considering the truth burdensome, suspending criticism, promoting
flattery, following personal desire, and replacing sincere advice with praise.
Therefore, the present study primarily examines how the opposition
between justice and despotism is organized within the deep semantic
structure of Sermon 216 and how Greimas’s semiotic square can reveal the
intermediate and implicit layers of this opposition.

2. Theoretical framework

The theoretical framework of this study is based on discourse semiotics,
particularly Algirdas Julien Greimas’s semiotic square. In this approach,
meaning is not produced by isolated words, but by structural and
oppositional relations among signs. The semiotic square, by explaining the
relations of contrariety, contradiction, and implication between two main
terms and their negations, makes it possible to analyze a text not only at the
level of explicit binary oppositions but also at the level of hidden and
intermediate semantic positions. In this study, justice and despotism
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constitute the two principal poles of the square. However, the analysis does
not remain confined to this simple duality. Concepts such as non-justice,
non-despotism, pseudo-justice, silence before the truth, excessive praise,
political compromise, sincere counsel, and just consultation function as
signs that reveal the concealed borders between justice and despotism.
Accordingly, Greimas’s square is not used here as a static classificatory
model, but as a method for understanding the dynamic movement of the
discourse from right to justice and from neglecting right to despotism.

3. Method

This research adopts a descriptive-analytical method and is based on a
semiotic reading of Sermon 216. The data were extracted from the text of
the sermon and its central concepts, then analyzed on three interconnected
levels. The first is the juridical level, which includes concepts such as right,
mutual rights, mutual fairness, and the establishment of right. The second
is the socio-political level, which examines the consequences of fulfilling
or violating right in society, including the balance of the signs of justice,
the strengthening of religion, the social reform, the emergence of
oppression, the suspension of laws, and the collapse of social order. The
third is the cultural-communicative level, which analyzes the role of
political speech, flattery, criticism, sincere advice, and consultation in
producing or restraining despotism. In the next step, the lexical and
semantic networks of justice and despotism are extracted and compared
with the main and secondary terms of Greimas’s semiotic square. This
method makes it possible to read Sermon 216 not merely as an ethical text,
but as a discursive event concerning the relation between language, power,
and collective responsibility.

4. Conclusion

The findings indicate that, in Sermon 216, “right” functions as the central
signifier of political order, and justice emerges through the movement of
right from the level of verbal description to the level of mutual fairness. In
other words, justice is realized when right passes beyond claim and
expression and becomes embodied in reciprocal fairness, the accountability
of power, the responsibility of the people, and social cooperation for
establishing right. From this viewpoint, justice in Imam Ali’s thought is not
an isolated individual virtue, but a reciprocal and participatory system that
makes both ruler and subjects responsible before right. Despotism, on the
other hand, is a gradual process that begins with the soft negation of justice:
when listening to the truth becomes burdensome, criticism is replaced by
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flattery, desire dominates law, and the relationship between ruler and
people is reduced from sincere counsel to praise and political caution. Thus,
Greimas’s semiotic square shows that between justice and despotism there
are dangerous intermediate states which may seem compatible with
political order on the surface, while in their deep structure they prepare the
ground for oppression and collapse. The most important contribution of this
study is that Sermon 216 can be understood as a discursive model for
criticizing power and reconstructing political responsibility in a religious
society. This model connects justice with right, truthful speech, just
consultation, mutual accountability, and the rejection of a culture of
flattery.
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Abstract

Islamic civilization, as a meaningful and purposeful system, is formed on a
foundation of transcendent values and reaches maturity when these values are
objectively crystallized in the layer of social norms and cultural-political
structures. Nahj ul-Balagha reflects a rich set of this inseparable link between
values and norms. The present study aims to identify and explain the
civilization-building norms in Nahj ul-Balagha, based on the theory of
conceptual continuity between values and civilizational norms. This theory
holds that efficient and enduring norms in a civilization are not merely social
conventions, but are rooted in a deeper layer of fundamental values and derive
meaning and validity from them. This study has analyzed the texts of Nahj ul-
Balagha with a qualitative approach using content analysis method. Beyond
identifying norms, the present study explains the process of their realization in
the form of three continuous steps: fundamental value formation,
regularization, and supervisory institutionalization. The findings of the study
show that the words of Imam Ali (AS) include two main aspects of civilization-
building norms: first, the aspect of the structure and action of community
management, and second, the aspect of human relations and social cohesion,
each of which has a close connection with divine-human values: which have
been introduced as the main indicators of the dynamism and integrity of a
civilized society. In this sphere, Nahj ul-Balagha, by drawing a network of
interconnected norms and the three-fold process of their realization, presents a
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comprehensive picture of the requirements for realizing a dynamic, just, and
spiritual civilization. This dynamic conceptual continuity provides a guarantee
for the internal implementation of norms and prevents them from transforming
into inflexible structures.

Keywords: Nahj ul-Balagha, Islamic civilization, civilization-building
norms, conceptual continuity, Islamic values, Alawi governance.

Extended Abstract

1. Introduction

Civilizations are based on the intellectual and value systems of societies.
In the process of civilizational development, norms, as objective behavioral
and structural rules, play a vital role in transforming fundamental values
into social and political realities. Islamic civilization is based on a
foundation of solid divine-human values, which, for sustainability, require
conceptual and functional continuity between these values and the norms
governing its structures. This continuity means that social norms will be
effective and guarantee civilization in the long term when they are rooted
in a deeper layer than fundamental values and gain meaning and credibility
from them. As a prominent intellectual system in the field of practical
wisdom, Nahj ul-Balagha provides a rich platform for systematically
extracting components that operationally transform key values such as
justice-centeredness, human dignity, and rationality into civilization-
building norms such as transparency, accountability, keeping promises,
participation, and tolerance. However, what has been neglected in many
studies is not only identifying these norms, but also explaining the process
of their realization, a process that in Nahj ul-Balagha consists of three
continuous steps: value-foundation (establishing value in beliefs through
rhetoric), rule-making (transforming value into explicit and referable
instructions), and supervisory institutionalization (designing executive
mechanisms and accountability guarantees). A careful rereading of this
mechanism in Nahj ul-Balagha is a fundamental necessity in the process of
theorizing for modern Islamic civilization, because it provides a
transhistorical model of the correlation between religious beliefs and the
requirements of collective life. Although in contemporary Islamic
humanities literature, there has been a lot of research on the ethics,
guidelines, and character of Imam Ali (AS) in Nahj ul-Balagha, a
systematic analytical gap in this area is still noticeable. Most of the studies
have focused on ethical and theoretical dimensions, and less research has
analyzed and explained the objective and structural norms that create
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civilization in Nahj ul-Balagha in a structured manner, using the theoretical
framework of the conceptual continuity between values and civilizational
norms, as well as the process of their realization. As a result, the mechanism
of transforming fundamental values into efficient normative mechanisms
in the text of Nahj ul-Balagha has been largely neglected and requires
systematic exploration. The present study is fundamental-applied in terms
of its purpose and is a qualitative study in terms of its nature. To achieve
its purpose, it uses the qualitative content analysis method with an
inferential approach. This method allows the researcher to systematically
examine and analyze the key concepts and themes present in the textual
data by focusing on predetermined theoretical categories (Hsieh &
Shannon, 2005: 127). In the present study, the main categories of analysis
(fundamental values and civilization-building norms) were determined
based on the theoretical framework of conceptual continuity and
operational definitions of key concepts before entering the data and were
used as the initial template for organizing and coding the raw data. The
research population includes the entire text of Nahj ul-Balagha (sermons,
letters, and aphorisms). Using a criterion-based purposive sampling
method, clauses and sentences that clearly indicate a fundamental value
(such as justice, piety, and dignity) or an operational norm (such as
continuous monitoring, consultation, and transparency) were selected
(Seyyed-Emami, 2011: 45; Firouzjaeian, 2017: 60). In the systematization
process, the selected semantic units were categorized in three analytical
stages: first, initial descriptive coding, then axial coding based on the
relationship with the main categories and areas of governance and society,
and finally, conceptualization and final naming of norms such as
transparency of power, institutional accountability, and structural justice
using value-normative linkage analysis. This process ensures that the
extracted norms are the operational manifestation of the fundamental
values of Nahj al-Balagha (Krippendorff, 2018: 115; Faramarz-
Qaramalaki, 2009: 130). To increase reliability and control interpretive
bias, the process of categorizing and determining criteria was recorded in a
transparent manner so that analytical decisions could be traced. Also, a
review was conducted by experts in the field of Nahj ul-Balagha (political
ethics and sociology of religion) to ensure that the analysis conformed to
the textual foundations and theoretical framework, which guarantees the
validity of the findings. The main limitation of this method is the lack of
statistical generalizability of the findings, because the results of an ideal-
indigenous model derived from a specific text and their generalization to
different societies is not possible without further comparative studies
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(Seydan, 2015: 40). The main research question addressed in the present
study is: What are the civilization-building norms in Nahj ul-Balagha, what
are their characteristics, and how is the process of their realization
(including fundamental value formation, regularization, and regulatory
institutionalization) explained based on the theory of conceptual
continuity? The aim is to systematically identify and analyze these norms
and explain the process of dynamic conceptual continuity between values
and norms in order to present a theoretical-practical model for the modern
Islamic civilization. The theoretical framework of the research is based on
the theory of conceptual continuity between values and civilizational norms
in sociology and social theology. The findings will show that the
sustainability and effectiveness of Islamic civilization depends on the
strategic continuity between fundamental religious values and norms
derived from authentic Islamic texts such as Nahj ul-Balagha, a link that
guarantees the internal implementation of the norms and prevents them
from transforming into inflexible structures lacking a transcendental spirit.

2. Theoretical framework

The theoretical framework of this study is based on the theory of conceptual
continuity between values and civilizational norms, which, as an analytical
tool, measures the health and dynamism of a civilization based on the
degree to which fundamental values are institutionalized in the form of
behavioral rules and social structures. This theory, which has its roots in
historical sociology and social theology, does not simply define values and
norms, but emphasizes the mechanisms of transforming values into norms
and the challenges of this process (Khedavi, 2018: 210; Eisenstadt, 2023:
55). Accordingly, for survival and development, every civilization needs to
transform its abstract values into operational rules and behavioral
requirements; otherwise, a theoretical-practical disconnection, reduced
efficiency, and ultimately the collapse of social structures will occur. The
link between value and norm in this framework is not a simple linear
relationship, but a network of semantic and functional interactions in which
values give direction to norms and norms in practice reproduce and
establish values. In Nahj ul-Balagha, fundamental values, as the core
identity of Islamic civilization, are rooted in monotheism and resurrection
and are not merely individual moral issues, but are considered principles of
macro-policymaking and the foundations of the legitimacy of collective
action. These values, in fact, play the role of guiding and directing the entire
normative system of society, and without them, norms would be devoid of
meaning and merely inflexible and soulless conventions. The most
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important of these values are: Justice-centeredness as the most central value
in Alawi thought, which Imam Ali (AS) considers to be the “pillar of
religion”, the “greatest reformer of society” and the basis of the stability of
society (Nahj ul-Balagha, Sermon 216 and Hikmat 437). Justice in this
view is not simply equal distribution, but “placing everything in its proper
place”; that is, placing everything in its true place. Piety is the basis of
individual superiority and the basic condition for the health of society and
the legitimacy of the actions of agents (Nahj al-Balagha, Sermon 184).
Piety here is not a mere individual virtue, but rather a guarantee of justice
and trustworthiness in social structures. Human dignity, which emphasizes
respect for the essence and creation of man, regardless of race, tribe, and
social status (Nahj al-Balagha, Letter 53), forms the basis of religious
democracy. Responsibility and accountability, which considers power as a
divine trust and holds rulers responsible and accountable to God and the
people (Nahj al-Balagha, Letter 53), forms the basis of transparency and
institutional oversight.

These values find practical expression in the form of civilizing norms
that mediate between ideals and reality and organize the objective
structures of society. The implementation of structural justice at the
judicial, financial, and economic levels is derived from the value of justice
(Letter 53, paragraph 117), which requires norm-setting at different levels:
ensuring the fair distribution of public wealth, creating equal opportunities
for members of society, and universal access to the judiciary. Continuous
oversight and institutional accountability are rooted in responsibility and
piety and create a requirement for the appointment of honest agents and
careful monitoring of their performance (Letter 53, paragraph 8; Nazari,
2014: 120). This norm is institutionalized in the form of mechanisms such
as administrative inspection, regular reporting, and public auditing. The
systematic fight against corruption arising from the pursuit of rights
corrects innovations and institutionalizes enjoining what is good and
forbidding what is evil in the structure of society (Sermon 47). This norm
goes beyond ad hoc encounters and seeks to design systems to prevent
corruption. Consultation and listening to the voice of the community based
on benevolence and people-centeredness transforms consultation with
scholars, elites, and constructive criticism by the people into an institutional
norm (Sermon 216), which leads to public participation and reduced gap
between the government and the people. The simplicity of the agents, also
derived from avoiding worldliness, prevents class rupture and the gap
between the rulers and the people (Letter 45), and strengthens public trust.
By drawing this network of interconnected norms, each rooted in a
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fundamental value, Nahj ul-Balagha presents a systematic attempt to
institutionalize divine values in the form of practical norms. This
theoretical framework allows research to go beyond mere moral description
and, with a structured perspective, analyze how values and norms are
linked in the text of Nahj al-Balagha. In fact, this theory acts as an
analytical lens that enables the researcher to identify the underlying layers
of Alawi norms and show that each operational norm in Nahj ul-Balagha is
the objective manifestation of a transcendent value. Thus, the conceptual
continuity between values and norms is not only a theoretical principle, but
also the practical basis for the sustainability and effectiveness of Islamic
civilization throughout history.

3. Method

The present study is fundamental-applied in terms of its purpose and is
qualitative in terms of method. To achieve its purpose, it used qualitative
content analysis method with an inferential approach. This method allows
the researcher to systematically examine and analyze the key concepts and
themes in the textual data by focusing on predetermined theoretical
categories. The research population includes the entire text of Nahj ul-
Balagha (sermons, letters, and aphorisms); using criterion-based purposive
sampling method, clauses and sentences that clearly indicate a fundamental
value (such as justice, piety, and dignity) or an operational norm (such as
continuous monitoring, consultation, and transparency) were selected. The
main categories of analysis (fundamental values and civilization-building
norms) were determined based on the theoretical framework of conceptual
continuity and operational definitions of key concepts before entering the
data and were used as the initial template for organizing and coding the raw
data. The collected data were analyzed in three stages: initial descriptive
coding, then axial coding based on the relationship to the main categories
and areas of governance and society, and finally conceptualization and final
naming of norms using value-normative linkage analysis. To increase
reliability and control for interpretive bias, the process of categorization
and criteria determination was recorded in a transparent manner so that
analytical decisions could be traced. A review was also conducted by
experts in the field of Nahj ul-Balagha (political ethics and sociology of
religion) to ensure that the analysis was consistent with the textual
foundations and theoretical framework. The main limitation of this method
is the lack of statistical generalizability of the findings, because the results
of an ideal-indigenous model derived from a specific text and their
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generalization to different societies is not possible without further
comparative studies.

4. Conclusion

The present study, with the aim of identifying and explaining the
civilization-building norms in Nahj ul-Balagha based on the theoretical
framework of the conceptual continuity between values and civilizational
norms, has reached the central conclusion that the words of Amir al-
Mu’minin Ali (AS) outline a systematic network of operational norms,
each of which is rooted in the depths of fundamental divine-human values.
Beyond identifying these norms, the present study explained the process of
their realization in the form of three continuous steps: fundamental value
formation (establishing value in beliefs through discourse), regularization
(transforming value into explicit and referable instructions), and
supervisory institutionalization (designing executive mechanisms and
accountability guarantees). This conceptual continuity, which is a
prerequisite for the legitimacy, efficiency, and sustainability of an Islamic
civilization, is manifested in two main areas. In the area of governance and
management, norms such as wise leadership and strategic rationality based
on meritocracy and consultation, transparency and accountability
guaranteed by public oversight and direct access of the people to the ruler,
and ethics and keeping promises including observing fairness and rejecting
deception were identified as the main pillars of managing a civilized
society. In the area of society and human relations, norms of inclusive
justice and human dignity with an emphasis on the inherent equality of
humans and caring for the disadvantaged, religious democracy and mutual
rights based on participation and avoiding self-righteousness, and social
cohesion and unity with the rejection of ignorance and division were
analyzed as the main indicators of the dynamics of a civilized society. The
findings show that civilizing norms are only effective and sustainable when
they have a deep connection with fundamental Islamic values such as
justice-centeredness, piety, human dignity, and responsibility. Without
completing the three steps mentioned, these norms will lack the necessary
implementation guarantees for institutionalization and civilizational
sustainability. By drawing this inseparable link, Nahj al-Balagha presents
a systematic attempt to create continuity between ideal values and
executive structures. The historical experience of the Alawi government
shows that the challenges that arose were not due to the weakness of the
normative structure, but rather due to the society's break from this
continuity; the dominance of personal interests and worldliness over
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genuine Islamic values caused this break. Finally, the present study showed
that the theory of conceptual continuity between values and norms will be
effective as a civilizational model when the process of realizing norms at
three levels of fundamental value formation, regularization, and
supervisory institutionalization is fully completed. The absence of any of
these levels reduces norms to moral recommendations without a guarantee
of implementation. Therefore, the modern Islamic civilization is forced to
follow this process model extracted from Nahj ul-Balagha in order to
objectively realize its values in the realm of governance and society.
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