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Abstract

In contemporary public administration, attention to ethical and spiritual
dimensions of management has become increasingly important for achieving
good governance, administrative integrity, and public trust. Managers in
governmental organizations are not merely responsible for performing
technical and administrative duties; rather, their behavior, decisions, and
value orientation significantly influence the legitimacy, efficiency, and ethical
climate of public institutions. In societies such as Iran, whose cultural and
political systems are rooted in religious values, management models that
incorporate indigenous moral and spiritual principles are particularly
necessary. Among the most valuable sources for such models are Islamic
teachings and the conduct of prominent religious figures. The conduct of
Imam Ali (peace be upon him), especially as reflected in Nahj al-Balagha and
other classical texts, represents one of the richest sources of ethical and
managerial teachings in Islamic thought. His approach to governance
emphasizes justice, accountability, humility, social responsibility, and
devotion to divine values. Accordingly, the present study aims to develop a
model of spiritual living for managers of Iranian governmental organizations
based on the Alawi tradition.

1. M.A. Student in Management, Faculty of Humanities, llam University, Ilam, Iran
2. Associate Professor, Department of Management, Faculty of Humanities, Ilam University,

Ilam, Iran

3. Associate Professor, Department of Management, Faculty of Humanities, Ilam University,
Ilam, Iran

*: Corresponding Author: Email: m.vayseh@ilam.ac.ir

How to cite this article: Esmaili, H., Viseh, S. M., & Toulabi, Z. (2025). Providing a Spiritual Lifestyle
Model Based on the Alawi Tradition for Managers in Iran's Public Organizations. Quarterly Journal of Nahj
al-Balagha Research, 13(49), 1-32. https://doi.org/10.22084/nahj.2026.30302.3141



https://nab.basu.ac.ir/article_6655.html
https://nab.basu.ac.ir/article_6655.html
https://orcid.org/0009-0001-3779-417X
https://orcid.org/0000-0001-7769-2701
https://orcid.org/0000-0002-8701-6587
https://doi.org/10.22084/nahj.2026.30302.3141

2 Providing a Spiritual Lifestyle Model Based on... Esmaili & et al.

Keywords: Spiritual life, Alawite tradition, Public managers, Nahj ul
Balagha, Ghurar al Hikam wa Durar al Kalim

Extended Abstract

1. Introduction

In recent decades, the concept of spirituality in organizations has attracted
considerable attention in management and organizational studies.
Researchers have increasingly recognized that organizational effectiveness
and sustainable leadership cannot be achieved solely through technical
skills, rational planning, or structural reforms. Ethical commitment, moral
responsibility, and spiritual awareness also play essential roles in shaping
responsible leadership and healthy organizational environments.
Consequently, many scholars have explored concepts such as spiritual
leadership, workplace spirituality, and value-based management.

Despite this growing interest, much of the existing literature on
spirituality in organizations is rooted in Western theoretical frameworks
and cultural assumptions. While these approaches offer valuable insights,
they may not fully correspond with the cultural and religious contexts of
Islamic societies. In Iran, where social and political institutions are strongly
influenced by Islamic values, it is essential to develop management models
grounded in indigenous religious teachings.

Islamic sources provide rich guidance regarding leadership,
responsibility, and ethical governance. Among these sources, the teachings
and conduct of Imam Ali (peace be upon him) occupy a unique position.
His sermons, letters, and sayings—preserved mainly in Nahj al-Balagha—
contain profound insights into justice, governance, ethical leadership, and
social responsibility. Imam Ali’s model of governance integrates spiritual
devotion with practical administration, demonstrating that ethical
leadership requires both moral self-discipline and responsible public
service. Therefore, examining the Alawi tradition can provide a valuable
foundation for constructing a model of spiritual living for contemporary
public managers.

2. Reserch Problem

Although Islamic teachings emphasize ethical conduct and moral
responsibility in governance, there often exists a gap between these ideals
and the realities of administrative practice. In some governmental
organizations, challenges such as declining public trust, bureaucratic
inefficiency, and ethical misconduct highlight the need for stronger moral
and spiritual foundations in leadership. Addressing these challenges
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requires models of management that integrate professional competence
with ethical and spiritual development.

Therefore, the central question addressed in the present study is ‘How
can a model of spiritual living for managers of governmental organizations
be derived from the conduct and teachings of Imam Ali (peace be upon
him)?’ By identifying the ethical and spiritual principles embedded in the
Alawi tradition, this study seeks to provide a conceptual framework that
can act as a guiding force for the behavior and decision-making of public
managers.

3. Theoretical Framework

Previous research in organizational spirituality has emphasized the
importance of values such as meaning in work, ethical commitment,
compassion, and service orientation. Studies on spiritual leadership suggest
that leaders who emphasize higher moral purposes can foster greater
commitment, motivation, and trust among employees. However, most of
these models have emerged from secular or non-Islamic philosophical
backgrounds.

Islamic teachings, by contrast, present a holistic view of leadership in
which spiritual accountability, moral integrity, and social justice are
fundamental principles. In the Alawi tradition, leadership is considered a
divine trust (amanah), and rulers or administrators are accountable not only
to society but also to God. Imam Ali’s governance model highlights
principles such as justice, honesty, humility, attention to the rights of
citizens, protection of public resources, and compassion toward the
disadvantaged.

These principles collectively form the basis of what can be called
spiritual living in leadership—a mode of life in which personal spirituality
and public responsibility are integrated. Such an approach emphasizes
self-discipline, ethical awareness, and a constant sense of accountability
before God and society.

4. Research Method

The present study adopts a qualitative interpretive approach and employs
thematic analysis to extract key components of spiritual living from Islamic
sources. Data were collected through library research and direct analysis of
classical texts, particularly Nahj al-Balagha and Ghorar al-Hikam wa Durar
al-Kalim. Relevant passages related to leadership, ethics, and spiritual
conduct were identified and systematically coded.
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In the initial stage of analysis, 215 primary codes were extracted from
the textual data. Through a process of conceptual refinement and
categorization, these codes were reduced to 82 preliminary themes. Further
analysis and integration led to the identification of 47 final themes, which
were then organized into broader conceptual categories representing the
main dimensions of spiritual living in Alawi leadership.

To enhance the validity and reliability of the findings, the proposed
model and its thematic structure were evaluated by 15 experts in Islamic
management and Nahj al-Balagha studies. Their feedback was collected
through a structured questionnaire, and the results confirmed the
conceptual coherence and relevance of the proposed model.

5. Findings

The results of analysis revealed that spiritual living for managers,
according to the Alawi tradition, can be explained through five major
dimensions:

1. Patience and endurance

This dimension reflects the ability of managers to endure difficulties and
remain steadfast in fulfilling their responsibilities. Leadership in public
organizations often involves facing criticism, pressure, and complex
challenges. The Alawi model emphasizes patience, resilience, and
perseverance as essential virtues for maintaining ethical integrity under
such conditions.

2. Fulfillment of promises and responsibility

From Imam Ali’s perspective, leadership is a trust entrusted to individuals
by society and ultimately by God. Managers must, therefore, honor their
commitments, protect public resources, and act with a strong sense of
accountability. Faithfulness to promises and responsibility toward citizens
constitute a core element of ethical governance.

3. Precision and diligence in affairs

Another important aspect of spiritual leadership in the Alawi tradition is
careful supervision and diligence in administrative affairs. Managers are
expected to monitor financial and organizational matters closely, ensure
transparency, and avoid negligence in public responsibilities.

4. Sincerity and people-centeredness

Sincerity (ikhlas) represents a fundamental spiritual value in Islamic ethics.
In the context of management, it implies performing duties for the sake of
justice and service rather than personal gain. This dimension also includes
humility, simple living, compassion for citizens, and particular attention to
the needs of disadvantaged groups.
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5. Belief in the hereafter
Belief in accountability before God and awareness of death and judgment
form the spiritual foundation of ethical behavior. In the Alawi worldview,
remembrance of the hereafter encourages self-control, discourages
corruption, and strengthens commitment to justice and integrity in public
service.

Together, these five dimensions illustrate that spiritual living in
management extends beyond personal piety and encompasses ethical
conduct in all aspects of leadership and governance.

6. Conclusion

The findings of this study demonstrate that the Alawi tradition provides a
comprehensive framework for understanding spiritual leadership in public
administration. The proposed model of spiritual living emphasizes values
such as patience, responsibility, diligence, sincerity, and belief in divine
accountability. These principles integrate personal spirituality with ethical
governance and responsible management.

Applying this model in governmental organizations could contribute to
strengthening administrative integrity, improving ethical decision-making,
and enhancing public trust in institutions. By grounding managerial
practices in spiritual and moral principles derived from Islamic teachings,
public administrators can foster more responsible and value-oriented
governance.

Therefore, the Alawi model of spiritual living offers not only a
theoretical contribution to the field of Islamic management studies but also
a practical guide for promoting ethical leadership in contemporary
governmental organizations.
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Abstract

The effectiveness of government systems is rooted in several factors, with one
of the key factor being attention to ethical and managerial requirements in the
interactions between the ruler and the agents. With the aim of analyzing and
explaining these requirements within the framework of the ruler-government
agent relationship, this research examined the third letter of Nahj ul-Balagheh
using content analysis method and Excel software and analyzed the passages
of this letter in order to identify the abundance of organizing and
comprehensive themes after a quantitative analysis of the data and, while
discovering the hidden aspects of Imam Ali's (AS) words, and explain his
behavioral pattern in the face of luxury, worldliness, and moral corruption of
the agents. The findings show that the comprehensive themes of this letter are
divided into two categories: the ethical requirements of the agent, meaning
what the agent is required to observe and maintain the managerial
requirements, meaning the orders and commands of the ruler, which can be
considered the most central principles governing this letter. Finally, a practical
model for analyzing ethical and managerial requirements in the relationship
between the ruler and the government officials was developed based on the
third letter of Nahj ul-Balagha.
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Extended Abstract

1. Introduction

The orientation and development of any society are strongly influenced by
the performance, beliefs, and ethical commitments of its leaders and
administrators. One of the key indicators of an effective political system is
the presence of competent, trustworthy, and morally responsible officials.
Throughout history, the progress of nations has often depended on the
quality of leadership and the integrity of those entrusted with authority.
Without capable and principled governance, achieving stability, justice,
and social development becomes difficult.

In Islamic thought, particularly in the teachings of Imam Ali (peace be
upon him), leadership is understood not merely as a political role but as a
moral and social responsibility. Imam Ali emphasizes the decisive role of
a just ruler in guiding the society. In one of his sermons, he states that the
best of God’s servants is a just leader who is guided and guides others,
establishes recognized traditions, and eliminates harmful innovations. This
statement highlights the transformative power of righteous leadership in
directing society toward moral and social prosperity.

Imam Ali also stresses humility, accountability, and open
communication between rulers and the people. He warns against arrogance
among governors and encourages people to speak openly without fear.
Furthermore, he considers public office a divine trust rather than a personal
privilege, reminding officials that their authority is a responsibility placed
upon them. These principles, reflected in his letters and instructions in Nahj
al-Balagha, present a model of governance based on justice, responsibility,
and service to society.

2. Theoretical Framework

The theoretical framework of this study is grounded in the concept of
ethical governance as articulated in the political and moral teachings of
Imam Ali (peace be upon him). Within this perspective, governance is not
merely an administrative structure but a moral system in which authority,
responsibility, and justice are closely interconnected. A central premise of
this framework is that the effectiveness and legitimacy of a political system
largely depend on the ethical conduct and competence of those who occupy
positions of authority. Consequently, the selection and appointment of
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qualified and trustworthy individuals to governmental positions represent
a fundamental principle of sound governance.

In the Alawi perspective, public office is understood as a moral trust
rather than a source of personal benefit. Therefore, rulers bear a
responsibility not only to appoint capable officials but also to supervise
their conduct and hold them accountable for their actions. Failure to adhere
to this principle can lead to administrative disorder, corruption, and
instability within the governing system. From this viewpoint, confronting
misconduct among officials becomes a necessary mechanism for
maintaining the integrity and effectiveness of the political structure. Ethical
discipline within administrative institutions, thus, functions as a key
element in preserving justice and ensuring political stability.

This study also draws upon the concept of moral-administrative
relations between the ruler and governmental agents. Within this
framework, governance operates through a reciprocal system of
responsibilities: the ruler is responsible for fair oversight and guidance,
while officials are obligated to act with integrity, restraint, and commitment
to public welfare. These principles are clearly articulated in the third letter
of Nahj al-Balagha, where Imam Ali warns officials against greed and
worldly attachment while emphasizing accountability and ethical
self-control.

Accordingly, the present research employs thematic analysis to explore
how the third letter of Nahj al-Balagha conceptualizes the ethical and
managerial requirements governing the relationship between rulers and
their officials. By examining these themes, the study aims to identify a
coherent model of ethical governance rooted in the teachings of Imam Ali.

3. Research Method

This study employs a qualitative research design, using thematic analysis
as its primary analytical method. Qualitative methods, as noted in
methodological literature, focus on producing non-numerical findings and
aim to interpret the underlying meanings within textual data. Thematic
analysis, as a core technique within qualitative inquiry, enables the
systematic identification, organization, and interpretation of patterns within
the data.

The analysis was carried out in several sequential stages. First, key
statements and textual units from the source were extracted and coded into
basic themes, representing the most direct meanings drawn from the text.
These basic themes were then summarized, grouped, and refined to form
more abstract organizing themes. In the final stage, the organizing themes
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were integrated into overarching global themes, which capture the
dominant conceptual structure governing the entire text. The resulting
thematic network provides a coherent representation of the ethical and
managerial principles embedded in letter three of Nahj ul-Balagheh.

4. Conclusion

The findings of this study establish a comprehensive model for the ethical
and managerial requirements governing the relationship between rulers and
officials, as derived from letter three of Nahj ul-Balagheh. Through the
application of thematic analysis and data organization via Excel software,
the research extracted a hierarchy of basic, organizing, and global themes.
The results indicate that thematic analysis is an exceptionally effective
method for systematizing the teachings of Nahj ul-Balagheh into a coherent
framework. The analysis revealed two primary dimensions within the
model: ‘Ethical requirements’, referring to the moral obligations of the
agent (official), and ‘managerial requirements’, referring to the directives
and commands issued by the ruler.

In the worldly domain ‘ethical requirements’ encompass such themes as
the avoidance of luxury and consumerism, the liberation of intellect from
carnal desires to perceive truth, accountability, and the maintenance of a
close bond between faith and action. In the otherworldly domain, the
emphasis is placed on the transience of the deceptive world versus the
permanence of the hereafter. Regarding ‘managerial requirements’, the
extracted themes focus on the inevitability of death and judgment, the
critical nature of life-altering choices, the subordination of law to ethics,
and the prevention of greed. This model demonstrates that the efficiency of
a governance system is fundamentally dependent on the integration of both
worldly and otherworldly perspectives.
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Abstract

The letters of Imam Ali (AS), the Commander of the Faithful, addressed to
rulers, scholars, and people of various lands, represent a vital intellectual
treasure within Islamic hadith and historical heritage. The detailed covenant
letter to Muhammad ibn Abi Bakr, following that of Malik al-Ashtar—and in
some respects surpassing it—is deemed the most significant, comprehensive,
and elaborate letter issued by Imam Ali (AS). Its distinction from other letters
to Muhammad lies in the ambiguity of its textual boundaries in sources,
potentially challenging its authenticity in attribution and content. Thus, an
independent study on the genealogy of this covenant letter was necessary,
employing a library-based method for data collection and a descriptive-
analytical-comparative approach for processing, aiming to refine and analyze
its content. The study addresses: How many letters did Imam Ali (AS) write
to Muhammad ibn Abi Bakr, and which sources have reported them? How is
the covenant letter reflected in hadith and historical sources? How is its
authenticity evaluated? Findings revealed seven letters reported in fifteen
early sources, with the detailed covenant letter appearing in the eighth,
varying in elaboration, segmentation, and combination of passages. Its
authenticity is readily proven through reliable verification methods supported
by corroborative evidence.
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Extended Abstract

1. Introduction

The letters of the Commander of the Faithful, Imam Ali (AS), to the rulers,
scholars and people of various lands are among the most important
treasures of knowledge deposited in the hadith and historical heritage of
Islam. The detailed treaty of Muhammad ibn Abi Bakr, after the treaty of
Malik al-Ashtar, and in some respects even before it, is the most important,
most comprehensive and most detailed letter written at the behest of Imam
Ali (AS), which requires an independent study in the field of content
analysis. However, before realizing this topic of "Al-Arsh Tham Angash™,
it is first necessary to clarify and complete the origin of the letter, its limits
and limitations and its authenticity because when referring to hadith,
historical and exegetical sources, it is observed that some of them have
reported a relatively short and concise text under the title of a single letter,
others have reported multiple and sometimes detailed texts describing
multiple letters, and still others have texts of intermediate quality between
the two. The quality of the report in these sources, the identification,
determination and distinction of this testament from other letters of Imam
Ali (AS) to Muhammad, the limits and gaps of its text, are accompanied by
ambiguity and brevity in a way that they may challenge the validity of its
original in terms of citation and content.

2. Theoretical Framework

In the present study, primary sources refer to the sources that did not use
other sources that existed before them - based on historical and hadith
documents - in quoting the letters of Imam Ali (a.s.) to Muhammad ibn Abi
Bakr and the detailed testament, but rather the report of other sources was
influenced and derived from them. The meaning of the validation of the
hadith is the process by which the validity of a hadith is based on the
accuracy of the citation and content; in this article validity of the hadith
will be based on two conventional methods: the authenticity of the
transmission and the authenticity of the chain of transmission.

3. Research Method
The present study attempts to conduct an independent study on the
genealogy of the detailed testament of Muhammad ibn Abi Bakr using a
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library method in data collection and descriptive-analytical-comparative in
their processing, with the aim of refining the subject of content and content
analysis of this valuable letter, based on the following questions: How
many letters have been reported to have been sent from Imam Ali (AS) to
Muhammad ibn Abi Bakr and what are the sources reporting them? How
is the detailed testament of Muhammad ibn Abi Bakr reflected in hadith
and historical sources? How is the validation of the detailed testament?

4. Conclusion
The total number of letters sent from Imam Ali (a.s.) to Muhammad ibn
Abi Bakr is seven, which have been reported in 15 reliable, authentic, and
early sources. Titles of the letters include the following: First brief treaty,
promise to send a detailed treaty to Muhammad ibn Abi Bakr, second brief
treaty, letter of response to jurisprudential issues, Muhammad ibn Abi
Bakr's detailed treaty, letter of consolation and encouragement to resist the
enemy and advice to persevere in the face of Muawiyah's hostility and
attack, and promise to send aid. Names of the reporter's advanced sources
include: Author of Abd al-Razzaq, Author of Ibn-Abi-Shibah, Al-Gharat,
Ansab-ul-Ashraf, Tarikh al-Tabari, Al-Lagha and Salawa al-Arifin, Nazha
al-Absar and the virtues of al-Aqtar, Tohf al-Agool, Amali Mufid, Amali
Tusi, Tahhib al-Ahkam, Al-Istbasar Fima Akhtlaf Man al-Akhbar, Nahj ul-
Balaghah, Commentary on Nahj ul-Balaghah by Ibn Abi al-Hadid, Al-
Kamal fi al-Tarikh. Sources reporting the detailed testament of Muhammad
Ibn Abi Bakr include: Al-Gharat, Al-Laghat and Salwa al-Arifin, Nazha al-
Absar and the virtues of al-Akhtar, Tuhfat ul-Ogool, Amali Mofid, Amali
Tusi, Nahj ul-Balaghah, description of Nahj ul-Balaghah 1bn Abi al-Hadid.
The Book of Al-Qaraat is distinguished from other earlier sources in
various ways: being inclusive of all the letters, mentioning the references
and their brevity, less interference in quoting the number of letters and their
phrases, the specialization of the book's subject and the knowledge of its
author on the subject of the book and letters. For this reason, in addition to
other previous sources, the aforementioned book has been the basis for
most of the descriptions, analyses, and comparisons made. Al-Hadhar and
Salwat al-A'rifin, Nuzhat al-Absar and Mahasin al-Athar, Amali of Sheikh
Mufid and Tusi, Tuhf al-Ugol and Explanation of Nahj ul-Balagha by Ibn
Abi al-Hadid in the detailed report of the treaty, are ranked after the al-
Gharat in order of detail, fragmentation and additions. The book Nahj ul-
Balaghah, due to the fragmentation and deletion of many paragraphs and
the compilation with a very short section of the second brief treatise, has
presented the most specific and different account of the detailed treatise. In
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the field of validating the content and attribution of the detailed testament
of Imam Ali (AS) to Muhammad ibn Abi Bakr, although the authenticity
of this testament cannot be proven by the method of authentic chain of
transmission due to the existence of some disputes based on the most
stringent principles - which is the failure to establish the authenticity and
justice of all the narrators in the chain of transmissions - and also, according
to some other principles available in this method, the authenticity of the
documents in question can be proven, but the method of authentic chain of
transmission can easily prove the claim of the authenticity of Muhammad's
detailed testament and its attribution to the Commander of the Faithful,
Imam Ali (AS). The evidence that creates and increases credibility in this
regard includes: maximum agreement in content with the firmaments and
appearances of the Holy Quran and the abundance of exemplary Quranic
references in it, relatively high agreement in content with the hadiths cited
from the Prophet (PBUH), the existence of abundant evidence indicating
the authenticity of the content and its reference in authentic hadiths
transmitted from the Infallible Imams (PBUH) - through methods other
than those mentioned in the second part -, the detailed report of the
testament by the great scholars of exegesis, hadith, and history in famous
and reliable books, and the existence of abundant rational and logical
evidence and support for the authenticity of the teachings conveyed in it.
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Abstract

Tahera Qutbuddin’s English translation of Nahj ul-Balagha marks a turning
point in the translation history of this seminal work and sets a new standard
for rendering classical Islamic texts. Unlike previous efforts, which largely
relied on non-critical editions, this project is based on an Arabic text critically
edited by the translator herself. With a distinctly academic skopos, the work
transforms Nahj ul-Balagha from a primarily intra-religious text into a
globally accessible research resource. The linguistic success of this translation
lies in achieving functional equivalence—where the rhythm, tone, and
emotional power of Imam Ali’s (a.s.) words are revived for the English reader
through the recreation of parallel structures and precise lexical choices, while
avoiding the softening of the original’s striking metaphors. At the conceptual
level, the translation provides a comprehensive scholarly apparatus of
analytical footnotes that clarify historical references and theological concepts,
while also uncovering intertextual connections with the Qur’an. This enables
a profound understanding of the text’s foundational ideas and situates them in
dialogue with contemporary human concerns. Thus, this outstanding
translation serves as a powerful tool for advancing Shi‘i studies in Western
academic circles. By presenting an intellectual and eloguent portrait of
Islamic thought, it challenges the often-reductionist discourses on Islam.
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Extended Abstract

1. Introduction

In an era of global communication, where cross-cultural understanding is a
pressing necessity, translating foundational Islamic texts into international
languages—particularly English—plays a pivotal role in presenting the
transcendent  thoughts of Islam and dismantling Orientalist
reductionism. Nahj ul-Balagha, universally recognized as the pinnacle of
Islamic wisdom, eloquence, and rhetoric, has long attracted the attention of
translators. However, previous English renditions (such as those by Seyed
Ali Reza, S.H.M. Jafari, and others), despite their religious and promotional
value, have frequently encountered fundamental challenges. These
challenges include a reliance on non-critical, standard Arabic editions, an
exclusively intra-religious approach, and a profound inability to convey the
vast rhetorical, metaphorical, and rhythmic capacities (such as Saj' or
rhymed prose) of Imam Ali’s (a.s.) discourse. The recent translation by
Tahera Qutbuddin (2024), underpinned by her unparalleled mastery of
Arabic philology and a deep understanding of Western academia, adopts a
radically different approach. The primary objective of this study is to
systematically analyze the conceptual and linguistic innovations of this
translation. By utilizing the framework of "Functional Equivalence,” this
research demonstrates how the translator successfully recreated the
rhetorical impact, emotional depth, and philosophical nuances of the source
text for a Western academic audience.

2. Theoretical Framework

This research is grounded in a robust synthesis of three major translation
theories. The first one is Gideon Toury’s "Descriptive Translation Studies"
(DTS), which avoids prescriptive judgments and instead analyzes the
operational norms guiding the translator's choices within the target culture's
literary system. The second theory is Eugene Nida’s Theory of "Functional
(Dynamic) Equivalence,” which posits that true fidelity to a text does not
lie in preserving the formal, literal structure of words, but in recreating the
"equivalent effect." According to Nida, a successful translation should
evoke the same cognitive, emotional, and aesthetic responses in the new
reader as the original text did in its primary audience. Finally, the third one
is Vermeer and Reiss’s "Skopos Theory," which asserts that the
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overarching purpose (skopos) of the translation dictates all macro and
micro-level strategies. Qutbuddin’s explicit skopos was to produce a
rigorous, critical reference work for global academics; thus, every
linguistic and structural decision she makes serves this academic objective.

3. Research Method

The method used in the present study is descriptive-analytical, based on a
close, critical reading of the text. The primary corpus is the bilingual
(Arabic-English) edition of Tahera Qutbuddin’s translation, Nahj ul-
Balagha: Wisdom and Eloquence of Ali (NYU Press). Due to the extensive
volume of the text, purposive sampling was employed to select specific
sermons, letters, and aphorisms that present significant cultural,
metaphorical, philosophical, and rhythmic translation challenges, allowing
for a comprehensive evaluation of the translator's strategies.

4. Findings and Discussion

The findings revealed that Qutbuddin’s innovations can be categorized into
two main dimensions: "Conceptual” and "Linguistic."

A) Conceptual and Academic Innovations

The translator's most fundamental achievement is providing a critical
Arabic edition based on fourteen ancient manuscripts. This guarantees the
scholarly credibility of the work, positioning it alongside critical editions
of classical Greek and Latin texts in Western academia. Furthermore,
through an extensive apparatus of analytical footnotes, she performs
"cultural disambiguation." For instance, she does not translate the phrase
"Cauterizing is the last resort" (akhir al-dawa’ al-kayy) merely as a medical
statement; her footnotes clarify its status as an ancient proverb denoting
final military and diplomatic strategies. Similarly, regarding the complex
metaphor of the "hyena's sleep” (al-dab‘ tanam ‘ala tal al-ladm), she
decodes the specific hunting techniques of desert Arabs for the Western
reader. Another conceptual innovation is the "creation of an intertextual
network." Through precise citations, Qutbuddin maps the deep intertextual
links between Imam Ali’s words and the Holy Qur'an (such as the story of
Moses or the metaphor of the spider’'s web), demonstrating the revelatory
roots of Nahj ul-Balagha to non-Muslim scholars.

B) Achieving Functional Equivalence in Language and Rhetoric
Linguistically, Qutbuddin expertly departs from literal translation to
achieve functional equivalence. In recreating the "emotional impact,” she
refuses to soften striking metaphors. When describing the materialistic
people of the world (kilab ‘awiyah), she uses "howling dogs" instead of
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merely "barking dogs" to convey a sense of terror and savagery. She
translates the word ‘Iyy not merely as a speech impediment, but as
"Impotence," elevating it to a psychological and moral paralysis.

Facing the immense challenge of Saj' (Arabic rhythmic and rhymed prose),
she avoids artificial English rhyming. Instead, she employs "structural
parallelism™ and "syntactical symmetry.” For example, in translating the
famous phrase about this world and the hereafter, she uses a rhetorical
chiasmus: "Today is the day for deeds, not reckoning. Tomorrow is the day
of reckoning, not deeds." This perfectly recreates the decisive, epic rhythm
of the Arabic original in the English reader's mind. Similarly, in translating
aphorisms, her use of concise, dynamic verbs successfully produces
sentences that function as standalone proverbs in the English language.

5. Conclusion

By adopting a strictly academic skopos and intelligently applying
functional equivalence, Tahera Qutbuddin has elevated Nahj ul-
Balagha from an exclusive intra-religious text to a masterpiece on par with
world literature and philosophy. This translation illustrates how combining
traditional manuscript codicology with modern translation theories can
successfully transfer the most delicate metaphors and rhythmic sermons of
Arabic into English without losing their semantic or emotional weight.
Presenting a highly rational, literary, and multi-layered portrait of Islamic
thought, this outstanding work provides a powerful tool for advancing Shi'i
studies in Western universities and effectively challenges reductionist
narratives about Islam.

References [in Persian]

- Pirzadeh Niknam, A., Asgari, E., & Niknasab, L. (2023). Analysis of the English
Translation of Nahj al-Balaghah’s Allusions: A Case-Thematic Study of Curses
and Reproaches. Scientific-Research Quarterly of Quran and Hadith
Translation Studies, 10(19), 270-310.

- Derakhshannia, F., & Imani, M. (2017). A Comparative Study of the Translation
of Two English Versions of Nahj al-Balaghah (Translation of Seyyed Ali Reza
and Translation of Pierre Mohamed Ibrahim Trust). Translation Researches in
Arabic Language and Literature, 3(1), 77-98.

- Rasi Tehrani, H. (2024). A Reflection on the Newest English Translation of the
Noble Book of Nahj al-Balaghah: A Critique of Tahereh Qutb al-Din’s
Translation; Professor at the Faculty of Asian and Middle Eastern Studies, St.
John’s College, University of Oxford. Ayeneh-ye Pajouhesh, 35(208), 351-397.

- Semnani Jafarabadi, Z. (2015). Translator’s Perspective: A Case Study of
English Translations of Nahj al-Balaghah (Master’s thesis). Faculty of
Literature and Humanities, Kharazmi University.



Quarterly Journal of Nahj al-Balagha Research Vol. 13, No. 49, Spring 2025 97

- Fathi Mozaffari, R., Masboogh, S. M., & Ghaemi, M. (2017). Pragmatics of
Referential Meanings of Words in the Translation Process of Nahj al-
Balaghah. Modares Quranic and Hadith Researches (Former Quran and Hadith
Translation Studies), 4(7), 95-123.

- Qasi Hamzeh, K. (2022). A Comparative Study of Shift Strategies in English
Translations of Nahj al-Balaghah: A Case Study of Aphorisms 1-30 (Master’s
thesis). Department of English Translation, Faculty of Literature and
Humanities, Imam Reza International University.

- Masoudi, A., & Falahzadeh Abarghouei, H. (2013). A Critique of Professor
Dashti’s Translation of the Wisdoms of Nahj al-Balaghah. Journal of Nahj al-
Balaghah Research, 1(4), 111-128.

- Mirzaei, P., & Khatami, M. (2020). A Critique of the Translation of Allusions
in Nahj al-Balaghah (Case Study: "La abalaka wa la aba li ghayrik™). Journal of
Nahj al-Balaghah Research, 8(30), 113-133.

- Niknasab, L., Asgari, E., & Pirzadeh Niknam, A. (2024). A Study of
Intertextuality Translation in Hadith Texts: A Case Study of the English
Translation of Nahj al-Balaghah. Alawite Research Journal, 15(29), 227-247.

References [in Arabic]

- The Holy Quran.

- Nahj ul-Balaghah.

References [in English]

- Baker, M., & Malmkjaer, K. (1998). Routledge encyclopedia of translation
studies. London: Routledge.

- Hatim, B., & Munday, J. (2004). Translation: An advanced resource book.
Routledge.

- Inloes, A. (2024). Nahj al-Balaghah: The wisdom and eloquence of ‘Ali. The
Muslim World Book Review, 45(1), 23-26.

- Jiang, R. (2023). Advertising Translation in the Perspective of Functional
Equivalence Theory. Frontiers in Business, Economics and Management, 8(2),
1-6.

- Munday, J. (2001). Introducing Translation Studies: Theories and Applications.
London & New York: Routledge.

- Nida, E. A. (1964). Toward a Science of Translating: With Special Reference to
Bible Translating. Leiden: Brill.

- Qutbuddin, T. (2014). Nahj al-Balagha: Selections from the Sermons, Letters,
and Sayings of Amir al-Mu'minin Ali ibn Abi Talib. Library of Arabic Literature.
New York: New York University Press.

- Reiss, K., & Vermeer, H. J. (2014). Towards a general theory of translational
action: Skopos theory explained, Translated by Christiane Nord. London:
Routledge.

- Shi‘i  Research Institute. (2024). Nahj al-Balaghah Translation.
https://shiaresearch.ca/publications/nahj-al-balaghah-translation/


https://shiaresearch.ca/publications/nahj-al-balaghah-translation/

A& Wdlgegs aobiiangy dolibiad

VP F ke FR o lods (o juw Jlw
DOI: 10.22084/NAHJ.2026.31176.3204

(g3 Alio)
AEUIIER oSSl G0 57 53 (090 9 (S5 (S5 59l9 Sl
S35 55 5ol &yl (ol o ualicdas o2l 1
T8 poli g yall sazme

1Eoke/0 | /1] 0o 5,555L 1Eol/ 1 0/P0 :0llio Cudlyys
1Eole/01/ 09 :8dlio b iy
(115 Gange )

LXVLES
ho g Gyl 3 ibae Al g5 ol o SaodlST 3,00y Ul 4 Wiz 51 cpplead oyl el oo

Oey Sl Bl 0fgn (nl D98 e Cguine (ol SellS” (gt (19,5 5 Sl cng oo 5 S
b ol gzl oo 365 lawgs oddpuonal ope ie bl p @il 4SS oolinld cladsus  bies o
D Sles (aimgh e S 4 00y bdes i I 1y aellzes 1 ol o oole Lasitio (ogsoSinl) chan
©)35 9 o ety o Lne ol 4 5l i €05 (5)lem? & (ol )3 dex i ol () CulBge S o
035 ol emelSl 81 el 38> (S3ly Ll g (sile slalisl 3L oo Sl () plel pUS” ible
ol 6523 Ky B L 31 ol ¢ sontite do 53 33,5 s et (ool yte BiksS gloejlaid citlals ] g 395, oo
polue pludl slaacais b 55cdS o 1) ol g 4l (San |y oyt ol pumlie | ias S (8 L (el
Oyt Suodl8T Jolo p3 ands Olalllan sl5,) (gl 303,08 (6,5l liow don i opl iy ol 4 B3 0 )8

S o il a1y pllul 5y90 5 L1, s W (lalaziS ilys) 5 SlWie (sloya 1, L 5 035l wald

(83,55 iolen & ylai ¢ pallcidad oyall ¢ Sl dos 5 casWlps !thj‘s KWLy

Ol ehen dis Lo gy olStily ¢ lasl ple 2aStily ¢ gus )b Sludl g 5 09,5 )lusil
Syl hten dis Jeg oKl o ludl pole 0aSutils ( ope lodl g b 09,8 bkl ¥
Email: mtaheri@basu.ac.ir ot 02y g 1t



mailto:mtaheri@basu.ac.ir

158 by ohig S alodis cohnjr Jlas cacllollpdhi aaliihg

dodilo .
e 53 & pe S 5 Sla slagilly 5 botssy o llalliy SIS S b oyl pas
ielae Coonl (udSlohg 4 (Sl gl & ellul (ki Ggte Ao 5 (2D 9 (Sin b
@l (g) o pll Juio slaadynl o cusl (Jy Ao ) oudSl & ablllgs doz 5ol aidly
5 ol QBN S el (bt (olSdnghy dex ol puliw 3 Emy bl
‘;S,,o.)\.ﬁ P yd sLQ(L.).l ‘_gly.: VLY ‘.M &y uum g)é L;Lg.) 2O &S PLL..J @519 E).e@- Oy
s & b oo ojlal phjose e liie & (oudS] () & (oellul (Lol fgte 4 gyt
Fowes b o o 538 (il ei 4 yel pl &5 @bl il ol Jgl Cawd mlio b paiane
S o S sl Al i ol sl b ygib qulie 4 By (clS51 5] g 395 o0yt

03g: JolS' BT B b adgl (sloosyS 51 (sbo (gyhs ¢ ouelSl (15 4 a8Ulmd daz i ypono
i gy S eie (SIS glaan g kel GldS Gl stie el &S pinss gl i cwl
5 b sb 4 56T ol b el b o53,8 gl gle Blas 1 i b ylbliee &gl bt )5 pae
loasl 5 (oS Baomn laadad Jold & dpmo ogldl (pl amdiz 5 @l pgai )
Sl pll ool yigmes Sy 4 Slea Blle Ll L isle o b s o b sl — puls
3 ogt csdinie plox i il nl 4 gl 3 b elesl @b 4 S ladex 5 4 5l (g)
5l d)‘-ﬂ 8,5 odpe p ly sabod dadsy cpl o liuSh 4 Olﬁl i 3Bl 0 9d g ele gl sl
(S ia Jooo (i S o828 (gl (G2 p5 i e L) (o dew (92 (Sl (slvo o>
sl ol ol dles (oL cpallslle g ool lans oyl cylyl 13 5 gy (6 Kuus doro Sow
03 (9t b sl o Ublee Ban b bdes oS dades 5 oyl i pai BB g diedj))
@ ol slmojsel JUnl g @y )3 Sl (o 9 48,5 8 odlital 350 (glod S ysbo 4y cidgy
Slo3)S Wl b ye pd zelgx g ax slaJus
Ao O"ﬁ A=)
S lacaulan Js 4 (2> 5o do2 5 o bl I plan e (B35t G555 9 31 eésile
Ole ol 2 (A8 YRS () an g (g pdlac)cunl ol pen b olag)lads g GUSie b o)lgan g5
Colad g lliallo s s9g dapl; )il ©gléi o (63)lge > 4 4l i LS Ao 5
82528 5 (gdgmue )l 039y 1l HUls (g0l o)laen (Kb danie d)lge g (yio B3I 598 il 4
ol oS g iy I (glasgaome b aaz 5 ol 5l (g)lms 5y ol 51NN ITAY (8
0l cloie ST 1) Sglite 63,550y b Sl (055 cldas 5 &) Cygps S L3gs ol yad
Sy 4 s b g e el ele g (oMl il BT ool Sl pas il ool



il d g ptln . adlldlahi gud=ail aea g ya gaghda g gulij glbgugig Jalai Vo

Olge 3 1y des i €8y Cunily oo d)lilinl ols dws K 3l oolaiwl (oS et Fus > s
oy obl ol 5l (olus Ban S il don 5 Ban 4 (0D Lamd L1313l cov olus
e SB35l ol b laalllcos cbdes i ar il )3 & o8 ol ) a8 540 (oole Bolatwl g >
el 3 Cedlad 5 Jlg) 3818 o lakuns i b alKtils SBEalgs (gl &S 5 e

ol o «cdlly g aclllmes pls o cellh g colad Jbl dine 395 dol Jill> (55,5
sloo)lxil g o) pUS” inge 5 (Sinl ()39 « 00l lio jl s (ol pUST 2lsed 2 oglle
S5 GBI 5113 6 (el 05 5 o (8l & 298 el | LS 5 (Sim b ies
e )aiian e Gl Wlges sladon 5 &S Cusl (slalins ore (pl & 4257 pae? 9 Ml oo
L dpaparie dis opl Jol5 Janl p» wdlSl glhdesy cdel (MY YR sl
sl By0b Jolis rols (oolanl olKiwd S 25008 copl g 938l by anlge (sda slaCudgie
peplae (lacasd b bSia 4 o)Ll asbe) ( Syl Chlil (isle (389 (ly (Pwsg 9 oo
@ elel (58 dejm b & bl ln ) e wrd el Cllaol g edomy (S
)8 oo Joid s il Ll

Bl e sols Sl o ol Cldllas 5 oye @l sl pallcdad oyl b
5 wele dils Ll g SIS oKl 5 e s DS 5 3y5aST Dleaysls o plol lalline
28T (ollsl Slalllae polas g (gye SeullS Slodl p julii o ol Geus (US> dnghy
U ool adlo pB 1y ol )8 4 pasie diuday cpl 9 2)b 0y Cblbrwe cuind g ol )il §l dues
daz 5 ool (YOF AVFY (las Gh)onS e 50 4l ez 5 3 1) wlygls g oglite (69,80,
@ sl )55 5 ol e (Sl laara caole g alond 8> 5l (Sl Bl Sl as ul y eglls
loiil > s (i Slosg g bl Bl g ST (gla oo 4S5 L g pespie LY
S el 349y D)byol pas Cbbe ly alllms malie Sioa 5 F3> 4
2 Gl ]y a02 5 el 00 SeadT (13 9 Bros (slidCuin Sl (S Jpame
(Shi‘i Research Institute, 2024)cwl 05,5 Jas ool 920 das 5 559>

3 oplledsd opll doxy (slacosly Moshgy Jeod 5 o Gimgh onl el Bun
Cel Olys 4 €S Gler @ a4 L A o G nl el aslls
3o 5l U 83k 4 (g0 csagrie g S5 o 93 0 48y eyt o8 A i Lol
0 b 055 oyl Limgy iy ol 55 el 00 e SaodlST Cble (el ol e oline
2D gl 5 el sl e
4 @890 €S il p e byl Sl gpSepr b 4se cpdllclad opals )
015 (oSl 05 53 gplaol S8 g pk) o il @bl sl Bl polie 8L



AR P13 JI.‘..I ‘ﬁ“ng"e dJLol':l qo.‘:j:ull JLll m.é|.|.,.l|e.ﬂ.i umgj,g

Sl 5 Sy g 3 €S S5 lea (0 4 By weny ol esrde slagysly Y
TS o S pllal (i it b Ll Cobeo (4l (0 (res dlie

"Nahj al-Balagha: lse b pilcbs opals Sl dos i o imoi opl ol 8,50
ol S olon 5 oas &l o3linl oye oyie ol en 4 Wisdom and Eloquence of Ali"
ol 438)5 )50 20ddd g0 & (65 ged el 8318 w2 g L g
OB Wy Y
kol & 93 g o |y 4l (SOl slodor 5 (o3ls] Slalllae Bjg>)> img i
el lodar 5 duglie 5 Jlow 4 ple job 4 &8 lagingy st dlwd )5 ganadb
et S1o3,S oy 5 4y plledad oyl Aen 3 1pasie 45 (o )BT (pgd &iwd ¢ flasly
5l a5,ke Jgl & yd d93g0 b1
2 Olgis 4 «@lS doa i Llod 4 pasiie ©jge 4 (V) e 5 03y pLcSs Alie )
(ool 593 9 sy ySuns o) dodmm) udSl doz 5 aw > (ol plio (nnee
2 b Ple @ 3890 plaryie Jl Sugus o5 aado0 LS G pl ladidl by e
2356 e gy ol Wlosygl 59y (Jaillleos b plias doz 5 sz punly &)y g Sloris
Slge 33 g ol (Al b (olias o (das bgnd (pyie &5 35 (o0 2o el (] (B (6)lpd
ool Wl 1 5l (elises dlis ) 3y Cumen)) 4lS olS Gy Ladlleos das i olgdd
ool 05 55 ot Wt den 5 53 o (S il 85
ol €l o9 9 € iLudlE ks 605,54 L (WYAF) oobljies  Sliow dobobl -V
Wl sbaayly g )l 39 €G> b €5y o 4 plozyie GilS oS 4 (S
S (oo oy S Coz)le il 3 ) den 5 )3 00
A oS Kdaz y Cutnd® Jdo jl ool b gd aiyl i) 8 doliybl 0 (VF+)) 050 (ad -V
ol b g asly jlad Glles pdS) rdesy o (sl Sl A 5 bl Juboo
g ols Jdoo (dly ol b lis a8 dagh Caol 03,8 b5yl den g cds p ) eaus
Gl dor i Slalllas jd oy (o)l gla Jde oll  asllllzes (slodos 55 Ao b,
& oWl Jse il ooliinl b egimeln p 55 pete (sibgh 0 (VoY) Lil)Ken g s -
ol ol sloasdly lasls y asllllgs Sl Layle o (S Ao 3 > Slomali Ao 3 Jilow
LT « Jadllleos doa > 3yl 4 o Jad (el Lallg) 53 ofagds 3)lge CEL ) o2yt oS dmd oo
S oy 4 0ol by 380l sl 03l ol geeli Sl (pjplel sl (W g 038
Djdy o dan 5 D die g by Clels )l sl

ool onal g ey linly Qb Jlo Kol ST SOl 4 dog b opgd dned

Wlaz by ol g (Byme 4 aolaidl yob 4y Allie ¢ ST 9,15 o



il d g ptln - adlldlahi gud=ail aea s o gaghda g uilsj gilbgrglgs Jubai VoY

Loy By ggo9e bogs Wi ol wllel I 5 (Inloes, 2024) skl aisl -
s 3y o U5 @ailllamgs s (oolis] a5es 5 don 5 (1l 45 Canl 03,8 AST ¢yl dad
ol 03,8 51,85 iles ol LUled g ale Byl Cuidgo b aS WS 0 oye lodl g ol
@ e glaaled 5 Sidy) Sl @l Cl > (AT Glasged (3558l L QLS 5l &S 4,
9 Ly ($3)9ld g Kol &y 9y (ABly Y Sy g sl oad Joa (| Kdmgg lp el )l
Db o gure 059> (nl )3 a0

73 ole sl pls & (ol gyl ped allle 5 3> Liagh el (V1Y) Sl ) Y
gl de2 5 Sl g OBSly dafoles Sl (lojly gy 9 48 4 S J5a 5 335 (63,509) b eonalldad
Slp obolin? 5 «la Solih «laolija» diwd dw o 1) 395 ladd sl g (ol aidldyy
P b 83 Sygps p oy B L palledad aee s duglie b og o plole €y dex
ol 03,8 ST b Jslee

OARYF Caodl g Sijg 5 Y -Y

ol tig o] BN (slasaly 5 patte ole IS S5 & gnly o gy nl el g g0
g ole Jibro )3 diuap (63y0bud plyie 4 Wl 5l pllcdad opals dex 5 &S b
Wels ciS” (gg13 1y o (amppdio 5 (35 sloisyslys o atapllss o S5 o B )S )8 (s
0 los 298 a9 4 o i)l S5l 18 AL ) 08 5 b B )l g
sl ly ol Bge oyaly g 3ibp odomn il b (o> SellS (gt dea i il
e Gras meplie (Bls plyesied 3 o2 te glagbyy ilw ilese pgte oanl Glex o
5 03,8 SaS Ml doye > oollel Sllllas caiS eyl & ¢t SaodlST Cbba (gl
b Ghegs ol owimen gl wal® Sl laletiS 4 ol e 505 550 399 sl pme
9 2B 95 9SGyl Cogli & addlS mowa )3 355 ol der i BB (5lodius
5 okl Sl gualy b ol 35 ) cnl ey )b pllul Sl g Slis Siea (Syme
Lgoj g Mo Sl Cbli)l g culidpllal (pulidaer 5 sbaojes )3 )b uenl (3
2yglise ool polas oz 4 ol JliS] (sloosed g jlme (551 5| 5iGras S

Cou .Y
6259y b iB)S JSS )9 oS Wil Gl Suingh g & deay Aoy laal
Bl s 4 o8 (o glaaylas Sl Al oo dez 3 Sy Adllae 4 S 5 (970 8
sbodor 5 diopllas ddlllas o 1) 395 39505 3,509y (nl eidgr €(13)5 4oz 5 498y (Sl Jaall g
ol 031 51)8 amd o Fy oo 53 a5u] o g 39390

29500 ke bl I (ol atwd 93 ez 5 sl )bxin 6)55 Gl



AT g P £3 4 JI.‘..I ‘ﬁ“ng"e dJLol':l qo.‘:j:ull JLll m.é|.|.,.l|e.ﬂ.i umgj,g

Ll wiibe) 2o (IS 5w 5 a2y OIS laculs & by 1 Floato slalowia. )
(a0 Glp ol (e Gy pas b (o b danly (L 5l dex 5 Jlke ) it dex 5 (e
25 S S el 0975 5 35 o )3 (e 9 Sl bl b byt Flles (glaylwia. ¥
(e Sy o b ol (Bl 02938 oSl 4] a0z 5 a3 (> 2
.(Munday, 2001:113-115)

Bl (B))l ©9ldd 5 yghitn gl w3 Gl GIRdmgh 4 (LS ogle
ol 313l el ol (yer Slexie il paea i gl oy & Kho2 i CuSH
ool g 29 o0 Jelod 398 ol (Sim g (eleinl (Pl pw eyt lapresa late
235 (2 018 (i)l 290 (ol 3590 () daaile (j (23l pllaS )5 Ao 5

lodex i hpdy olie Jlbod sly ohiy 4 0,505, ol oles el Sl 35
do2y 3 bl (slajbrin (5 S ) der 5 ol b 5 0y SeodlST Jolbra ) il das
SS9 (Spb ey i ple Jols g Sy g cwl LiSal) s (oollal (g
S (oo (SLLS

(Nida, 1964: 129) Ly, (5jylen &)k (Ghagl on) sl wsmily )3 (oolsl (55 (g
sloard 3 Il g bwg o5 ala ol 8l ©pd 8 TS Ghler @l & ol
Cb,Sas, 4 jyecsie cB3,Sas; S 0 pie iibe A (Ol dsg VAY- 5 VAF-
Jos 5 09 9 (VVF) Caca i gle (ggm a» CUS 93 3 Mol 9do0 Cguine jprecblbie
ot SlalS g yalls digy s > Jise oyio 4 i (5)blg 48w o JUazal (V45) Faen 5
St 0 iy g a5 ol 5y Juol polol sl atig ply €GB (813 > oSy
Lo gzt -0l Tave oyt g ol Gblsre oo Al by jllie Wl dan )5 g dualle cbolre (e Al
e 45 33500 s Bl 3 1) (Bl lej g (GBS (ble sy ples Ll dez 5 &S
(Nida, 1964: 129)caul o5 5 slul s colsee s Lol

Jos Jlidl aaie (5 3 P (39 (b g (e @ lited Gl e2ie 0l ol
OB3ly iRl 1) (egele (Sins lafolae 5 23 oS 1) (6y90 9 ogied lajlidle B o)l
5 Spo Sloyelll jl 5ls plidan o5 (2l g (> (gt a2 )0 gt 3,509 ol ke LI
Hatim & Munday, )ik e Gl 5,18 ol bl gldl 5 g, Jo6 2bul 4 glase
2l S g (Sl Sl b usss o o2 e (3558 s5)ken 3l sySope 1 (2004: 34
bl Jlb 185 25T L aplss ol ojle w3 bB 5 0x5 (oo cblbe lp ) ply 5 48

1. Dynamic Equivalence

2. Functional Equivalence

3. Toward a Science of Translating

4. The Theory and Practice of Translation



il d g ptln - adlldlahi gued=ail aea i ya gaghda g guilij glbgugig Jubai Vo F

@ il lsie 4 ol Jgol ojg el 5 A5 ugrsSisl (gen (5 Mteban (gl Lo ol ludiio;
)l el cpllcdas Sl ST HlS Lo 0aS s & )5 Lol S (r PGP 9 rege
blao bole plgis a1y €band o ol g5l b ualy W)U 5 jeyg (il 2315 Y pogyosia
dox i ey ylai oyl Jeol 3 (Vermeer & Reiss, 2014:100)w3,8 8 yx0 dos 5 2i],8 5
Lyl ol 8as Ll astie Ban 4 Cglase Logd (S o g canl € plusl LiS» S
Vermeer & REISS, )l odd i it Singd 9 b 50 oy slp & canl mle b
22 e sie 5 398 oo il « Slellbl shiio? G olsis 4 e e (5,55 ol 5> (20141 100)
JE) (S5g%e 5y o eno b sk «oigel S| osl) A5 90 3505 5 bl i el
2y e Sdbgo (i) Lol Shas (lsis & €D pgae (Sl b oSl &)
9 S22 Gl g cusl gl €gygmmacblee 13S0y ol Bl e oAb s Ban 385 98
Baker & MalmkKjeer, )s,les o aos 5 (o3l 5008 cpnni 1) duniio lbole il daws
b Il coley sl (oKl Jilre y3 odlitul des i Ban a5 Jyg0 5 e (1998:198
lcdad o alb doa 5 (5 9le8 Julo I -Y
opilledd (Lol gl & €S CublB L plgior plpie )5 ool 90 ol S8 4L
(s (381 2280 Wl on 3551y 3,558 ol el &) plomed sl k= om0 S &) By
9 u])m9)., ‘umli;;sb olbbre ly 9 ] ¢ sols ) aseus sl 9] L;Lol Gaa sk
Cudl B2 C)i‘ Gl 0391yl )M;I)M; 2 dadd g Ly Sl c(;oU.MI Olalles b gmeiils
plod > %3 (23l g (hald Sy (gt L Slen Sl SwnllS 1 plgis 4 alWlgs oSl
el yebite ol LS (sl
AW e (58 oy (OS] Wund angd Y- -)
Fshaday 18 )3 gl 5slg n et wls 5 ol opmlb dax 5 ele sl Sy 5 bl
P& Oebn eyl glaw B L ool g sddponal oy e SO Bl el axags
Cgo (ohs dozes b gllo oo ewd wbe) alWlags o3lislé 5, ol ol
See 10035 5 (S Lrasicesd 83,)aa Dby Lased & ol e (plodad S bl sl S

1. Skopos Theory

2. Skopos

3. Translational Action
4. Adequacy



ARY N P 534 JI.‘..I ‘ﬁ“ng"e dJLol':l qo.‘:j:ull JLll m.é|.|.,.l|e.ﬂ.i umgj,g

bl Joobs 25 oS bl cpl .l 03,8 pusras ol ez AbolS )0 3930 (Jad asws rod
kG b € ugeSuh losine ] Sideld g (awlidasuus ooy bje> ;0 imgh
Qutbuddin, 2024: 50-)3gi 0 wguwxe 51 JS jliel ol Siw 5 55 0 wlis gl SeodlST
(51

sl 008 105 j5 0 cpl planatiie o paing y by wlalle 3,Sg, ol sliel 5 Cocal
Slasl JExle ol J) 5235 5 s elased |y 1 ol T e gl oSl sl sl > 390
OB Ok Ot P e 4 S (o oyl S () pine 9 (PRS2 e 2
Lo S 1y ol g 03,8 a8 aseus ol Lol cunle p 0y90uST oKl szl sliwl juls
ol (Qutbuddin, 2024, back COVer)wb . «S,5 ooysliw» 5 € lis, ole
ldlas ) Lilae dhai (plodad plidl & ams e ol ale aalie oyl (gow ) bioes
sl 0 il eWlmg

(elidasens glooje o Sdmgly clp )lpl 4 ]) QIS e 5 LS o (oolas] laseus &)
o bl dea i b ans e ojle] panstie 8l 4 g 08 b (e &b g (pe STgloks
» lizee Glacdld Gl (S ) prsie OBl 3)90 13 (o 5 A dunlis yuine g pas
ol g e o ) i @ 1y aclllzwg 590 3 65 9CuiS prdaws ¢yl pl iy ©ogliad 4 ad geus
o laie 5lamd o 18 il b Sbey SollS” oo (o3la] glrasws o> ()bl oKl o 1)
gl Bl 15 995 0 g 3 SeodlT oo )3 ore (o (1Sl o2l lais
3 4 l) e S pe (295 4 Sl ol oalll Sl (93 jl a6 Ko}y bawgi pine (3]
Ogte M g el ) g Celle Gl oS SlS Bluldsps laplassS L g WS ol
D sop i) 4 idg JB 3 (sl ) (ollus

Slomiuo )3 (puuelSSl daz 5 g (e 520 ol 2 & Wl 9> g0 4 2o B JSS l  oglle
a1y ol ) IS oyl ool SaodlST LogrsSasl by g 5 diadin Bl 395 15,5 58 o505,
(Phb ol e dbnl der 5 LB (glp (alaS g WS (o BrgdS 35> JdoS g dunlie
a3 o )8 (Spall g ol 3 | oo 5 83 e )l 1y dde (e Byeo 5 (63,0, Bl
S olod 188> pl 5 33l 0 v o (slalxl 5y5e jd iglad 4y 265 b a2 o ojla] 0ailed &
sl 2035 o 4 bgy g pllo gy bame S oS
doa i (Pudy (Bl TV
shuod] 13 85 Sgie oiges Sl (550 doz 3 a0])d 3 ol 9 (Bl e ol 5 (S
Sl (pgSS 6o CandS B )3 Glye Spjrdnd plai lofy (Sl g bl ((Sin b

1. Devin J. Stewart
2. Emory University



il d g ptln - adlldlahi gued=ail aea s o gaghda g guilsj gilbgglg Jubai V0 F

S5y ok 5l 518 ol line slocdls & cusl Sbllasl 5 ols (Sinp polie b ag2lse
ol paitiaane Slels )l g

P oo i o] BYjls polie & Cunl oSy el § LS daolal | it 4t
sl chle ol rpe b (Lillleos dax 5 o cul oy S oo il o] il 5 S50
> 9 pordel «soh pgal Cusl (Sea g Sl gy (line s B (0)f (phe b
) &l e 5l cuye

Slusy jl abal b Lol e o 0 a4 (65,500, 356l b cpallcbad oyl diwly Cyen
ol gl g b b)) o giandls Sl 1) gl 35,800 0 Glutdy jloaie) 5 (eSS
Sl pgmen Lislh ©)Sugy ool sl adle Ja (S obield Gl Sl sl
2y dahe cbbre wid 3l 5 T plarcum) ohe (e BIE 5 S o Joo sy
woled o0

whlS B lis &S mal e 059> () jd Aty die bl dw i 5 (699 & el po
ol 3,559, op!
o peted & Juwgi (390 p3U o g Oliedd b coo pladl plie )3 (g) ciegell el -
(VM aas ) 283 e300 35T 80,5 1o b o eppelorlin 5 Silakyd (oo, Saly oy

The last medicing IS " _in (wddSl & ©jle ol 83ls0sly 5 (590 dony
€ iSE» oKl 5 Ly e SBh go)b b &S ¢ sl ol l'Cauterization
ol b blo)l o g s ((Sidi oyl olgiedr conl Ko sl o] s (Cauterization)
Dl (&5 395 (Lol 3558 5l e Mg (Uil iz 298 e adad oellaim pulew
a0 oo &yl 580 (gldon 5 wylie 1,5 50 SO plclad

“Cauterizing is the last resort” (Qutbuddin, 2024: 385)
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"Ar. akhir al-da’ al-kayy, proverb referring to battle as the final option;

also rendered: akhir al-dawa’ al-kayy... Etiology in F 283-284; Ibn
Manzur, Lisan, s.v. “K-W-Y.” (Qutbuddin, 2024: 385, fn. 1).
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“By God, I shall not behave like the hyena that, sleeping through a
prolonged barrage of pebbles, is captured by the stealthy hunter.”

(Qutbuddin, 2024: 125)
"prolonged barrage of pebbles" b sy clle aliole 39531 b w2 yio

sedUs (345 0 l) IS CAPIUTEd™ @ jle b Ll doly  gu pai g (Lo 1 y i Ao HLS))
S (69,509 sl 03,8 aliplaal 5 035l S o 4 1y Sl 4y ot i a te et
920 (Seasl oylaal 0y JUil pa) pogie line by 5 (i (sgly s B3 0 s
09,57 (BLi0ly) 5 (F90 Cadle cog  (g) pll @l q Bgpme hile I (S o Y
O 5 plledss g e oy <A 3 sl @d > Bl Yl (oS5 3l L
g JSib 4 (VYO s Jebaiadl g 5 st 5 Lsdi g ded faall @) 9 el
“Their insides are filled with dark slime, scorpion venom, and black
suspicions” (Qutbuddin, 2024:319)
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“...all who persevere in their wrongdoing will be driven back—God
will corrode their hearts, and the wheel of evil fortune will descend on
their heads.” (Qutbuddin, 2024:653)
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“Moses was not fearful for his life—what he feared was the
dominance of the ignorant and the control of the errant.” (Qutbuddin,

2024:125).
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“...he remains entangled in a web of doubt” (Qutbuddin, 2024:134)
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Are her people anything but howling dogs and savage predators?
(Qutbuddin, 2024: 585)
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“...soft to the touch but filled with deadly poison” (Qutbuddin, 2024:
711)
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“..and envelop your bodies with calm” (Qutbuddin, 2024: 187).
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“Praise below a :person’s worth is impotence or envy” (Qutbuddin,
2024: 787).
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“People! To reject worldliness is to desire little” (Qutbuddin, 2024:
203).
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“When words multiply, errors multiply; when errors multiply, modesty
decreases...” (Qutbuddin, 2024: 787).
When... " ksl jl oliuel 5 dslae Byl g3 ya (sl "MUItIPlY™ b 1,5 L oo 20
Sl amde ol |y G535 255 oo il 5 e (Siwses da, M [then]
IS b 5 sl (3l b b 5B Sy 5 oS 005 hy SIS eSS 5 Sl
&S o Bl Clobe 4y 1, plol LS
csondd 9 (63929 Ol b 13 (53,55 (55l F-T-¥
OB g gloj it b > Ollel 5 5me 5855l il (oS g Luld slasise
ol € 0] (gloni? HUST 13 € andd cBoy Lads ool 3 o3 e Lills Lol i)l
VG0l b 05 450 Y 1 Jodh e 0880 sanla b 590> sl (Sagten ol 3 () plel -
il 03 0y Sllas ST )3 1,5 ol BT 51 den 5y cpallilad (FYV/cuSs) «.. 480
“...How many a person hopes for what he will not attain! How many a
person builds what he will not inhabit!” (Qutbuddin, 2024: 785).
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“...Other than him, nothing can be described as one” (Qutbuddin,
2024: 187).
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“Islam means submission, submission means certainty, certainty
means belief” ...(Qutbuddin, 2024: 713)
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“Other than him ,the mighty are humble, the strong are weak, masters

are slaves, the learned are students...)” Qutbuddin, 2024: 187).
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“Today is the day for deeds, not reckoning. Tomorrow is the day of
reckoning, not deeds”. (Qutbuddin, 2024: 167).
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“When he speaks, he lies, when he promises, he breaks his promise,

when he solicits, he badgers—but when he himself is solicited, he is
stingy.” (Qutbuddin, 2024: 215).
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“The measure of a man is the good he does” (Qutbuddin, 2024: 699).
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“Opportunity passes like a cloud, so seize every opportunity for good.”
(Qutbuddin, 2024: 683).
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“...for a man is hidden under his tongue” (Qutbuddin, 2024: Wisdom
148).
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Abstract

In response to the pervasive crisis of "fiscal short-termism™ and the systematic
erosion of intergenerational justice in contemporary policymaking, this study
designs a comprehensive conceptual and operational framework for
sustainable budgeting. Relying on the political wisdom of Nahj ul-Balaghah
and employing a two-stage qualitative content analysis method, the research
identifies three fundamental principles of fiscal governance: the inherent
priority of land development over revenue collection, redefining the ruler's
role from "owner" to "trustee," and expanding the concept of "people’s rights"
to include future generations. The proposed framework translates these
normative foundations into three actionable policy tools: the "Development-
Revenue Assessment Matrix," the "Productive Debt Rule,” and the "Annual
Land Development Report." Ultimately, this model offers an alternative
paradigm for fiscal governance that institutionalizes intergenerational justice
by shifting the primary criterion of success from short-term economic growth
to sustainable development.
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Extended Abstract

1. Introduction

Contemporary fiscal governance increasingly faces a fundamental conflict
between short-term political imperatives and long-term economic and
environmental sustainability. This challenge, known as "fiscal short-
termism,” directly impacts intergenerational justice and necessitates a
fundamental revision of the ethical and operational frameworks of
budgeting. The dominant trend in many modern fiscal systems grapples
with the "tyranny of the present,” leading governments to favor immediate
benefits and short-term political achievements over the long-term stability
and economic health of future generations. This crisis manifests globally
through the massive accumulation of public debt, the escalating
degradation of the environment, and insufficient investment in vital
infrastructure. The present study seeks to address this multifaceted crisis
by extracting a cohesive conceptual and operational model from the
teachings of Nahj ul-Balaghah to institutionalize long-term sustainability.

2. Theoretical Framework

The theoretical foundation of this study connects modern paradigms of
sustainable development and intergenerational justice with the economic
philosophy of Nahj ul-Balaghah. While modern approaches such as Green
Budgeting and ESG (Environmental, Social, and Governance) frameworks
integrate sustainability concerns into fiscal cycles, they often rely on
external pressures and lack a binding, intrinsic philosophical mandate. In
contrast, the framework derived from Nahj ul-Balaghah is built upon three
solid theoretical pillars. The first one concerns the inherent priority of
"development of the land" (Imarat al-Arz) over "revenue collection”
(Istijlab al-Kharaj), positing that sustainable investment is the prerequisite
for stable revenue. The second is related to redefining the state's
relationship with public resources from "ownership™ to "trusteeship”
(Amanat), which forms the ethical and legal basis for strict financial
oversight. Finally, the third one includes perceiving people as the
"dependents of God" (Ayal Allah), which expands the concept of public
rights to encompass future generations, making the defense of their rights
a binding moral obligation.

3. Research Method

The present research utilizes a qualitative content analysis method to
extract and redefine fiscal governance principles from the noble text of
Nahj ul-Balaghah. The study was conducted in two stages. First, through
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"historical-textual interpretation” and by referencing classical
commentaries, core themes related to sustainable resource management
were accurately identified and coded within their original context. In the
second stage, through "conceptual reconstruction,” these themes were
abstracted from their historical background and transformed into a
contemporary, operational framework for intergenerational budgeting.
This dual approach, while remaining faithful to the authenticity of the
original text, effectively bridges classical theoretical wisdom with the
complexities of modern policymaking challenges.

4. Conclusion

By analyzing the governance principles in Nahj ul-Balaghah, it is
concluded that the noble text provides an operational decision-making
system that realigns fiscal policy in favor of intergenerational justice. The
extracted theoretical principles were translated into three practical policy
tools: 1) The "Development-Revenue Assessment Matrix™" to objectively
prioritize projects that ensure long-term sustainability over short-term
gains; 2) The "Productive Debt Rule," which legitimizes public borrowing
strictly for creating intergenerational assets; and 3) The "Annual Land
Development Report," a transparent monitoring mechanism designed to
audit natural and human capital. By shifting the ultimate criterion of
national success from short-term economic growth (GDP) to “sustainable
development,” this framework offers an ethics-driven, practical solution for
institutionalizing intergenerational justice in the budgeting process.
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Abstract

Anger, as one of the fundamental human emotions, emerges in response to
adversities, injustices, threats, and frustrations. However, if not properly
managed, it can lead to aggressive and harmful behaviors, as well as physical
and psychological consequences. This study aims to examine anger
management skills within the teachings of Nahj ul-Balagha and to compare
them with contemporary findings in medicine and psychology, employing a
descriptive-analytical method. The central question of the research is how
Nahj ul-Balagha, centuries prior to the development of modern theories, has
presented ethical, educational, and behavioral strategies for controlling and
guiding anger, and to what extent these teachings align with current scientific
mechanisms.
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Extended Abstract

1. Introduction

Anger is among the emotions that can serve both a protective role and, if
uncontrolled, become a destructive force. In everyday life, individuals
encounter situations that provoke anger; therefore, learning appropriate
ways to deal with it is considered an essential life skill. In recent years,
psychologists and mental health professionals have emphasized the
importance of emotion regulation, impulse control, and coping skills
training. Similarly, in Islamic texts—particularly Nahj al-Balagha—anger
has been analyzed in a precise and multidimensional manner, and practical
strategies have been proposed for its regulation. Drawing on this capacity,
the present study seeks to demonstrate that Alawi teachings, alongside
scientific data, can provide a comprehensive model for anger management.

2. Theoretical Framework

The study is grounded in the assumption that anger is a natural and dual-
faceted emotion. When guided by reason, justice, and spirituality, it can
become a constructive force for defending truth and preserving human
dignity. However, when uncontrolled, it leads to impaired judgment,
disrupted relationships, increased tension, and physical harm. Accordingly,
the teachings of Nahj ul-Balagha are conceptualized within a three-stage
framework: primary prevention, secondary prevention, and restorative
treatment.

In the first stage, suppressing anger (kazm al-ghayz) and silence are
considered initial mechanisms for emotional restraint and prevention of
behavioral outbursts. In the second stage, forbearance (hilm), patience,
foresight, self-awareness, and attention to the Creator function as cognitive
and emotional regulation tools. In the third stage, forgiveness, benevolence,
compassion, and relational repair facilitate the reconstruction of human
bonds and the reduction of anger’s harmful effects.

3. Research Method

This study employs a textual analysis method. Relevant aphorisms, letters,
sermons, and statements concerning anger in Nahj ul-Balagha were
extracted and then compared with corresponding concepts in psychology
and medicine. The research adopts a qualitative and interdisciplinary
approach, aiming to achieve a deep understanding of anger-related
concepts and behavioral patterns in Nahj ul-Balagha and to interpret their
practical applications in contemporary life.
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Data were collected from religious, exegetical, ethical, medical, and
psychological sources, and analyzed using a descriptive-analytical
approach. Both the conceptual dimensions of anger and its signs, triggers,
stages, and control strategies were examined. Additionally, findings from
prior studies on anger, aggression, and religious teachings were utilized,
including works by Safarzadeh, Sharifi et al., Jalaei et al., Yarmohammadi
and Ghanadi, Memari and Zomorodi, Tarkashvand and Ghadiri, as well as
contemporary psychological studies on emotion regulation, mindfulness,
and anger.

4. Conclusion

The findings indicate that Nahj ul-Balagha offers a comprehensive and
practical model for anger management, encompassing ethical,
psychological, and therapeutic dimensions. It presents advanced
preventive, regulatory, and restorative strategies for controlling anger—
strategies whose validity and effectiveness are supported by modern
psychological and medical sciences. Teachings such as suppressing anger,
forbearance, silence, foresight, changing physical posture, attentiveness to
God, and forgiveness are all consistent with scientific findings on emotion
regulation and stress control.

Thus, the integration of Hekmat-e Alawi (Alawi words of wisdom) with
psychological and medical sciences provides a comprehensive framework
for teaching anger management skills. This framework is effective not only
at the individual level, enhancing calmness and mental health, but also at
the social level, contributing to the reduction of violence, increased
empathy, and improved quality of human relationships. Accordingly,
incorporating Nahj ul-Balagha into educational, counseling, and training
programs can serve as an effective approach to promoting mental health
and social ethics.
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