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Abstract

Public trust is one of the strategic assets of any political system and the
cornerstone of government policymaking in every society and government.
Since governments generally face many challenges in the domestic and
foreign arenas in the path of governance, it is public trust that can safely guide
a political system through the difficult challenges of managing society and
solve many problems. On the other hand, gaining public trust can also increase
the amount of social capital and public participation in various matters,
thereby reducing some of the government's responsibility. Since this
important issue plays an effective and irreplaceable role in the fate of nations
and governments, but has been unfortunately neglected by many Muslim
societies, this article intends to address this gap by evaluating and reviewing
the basic concepts that express public trust, focusing on Letter 53 of Nahj al-
Balagha, and answering the questions: "What are the trust-building concepts
in the Alawi government system according to Letter 53 of Nahj al-Balagha?"
And what effects and consequences will it have on society and the way people
behave towards the government? The findings show that in Letter 53 of Nahj
al-Balagha, public trust is the main pillar of legitimate and sustainable
governance from the perspective of Imam Ali (AS) and its reinforcement
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requires simultaneous observance of ethical principles, social justice and
human interaction. By presenting real situations or hypothetical examples
based on social realities, Imam Ali (AS) emphasizes the creation, shaping and
continuation of concepts related to public trust among managers and
government officials, and concepts such as rectification, sacrifice, justice,
fairness, mercy, kindness, forgiveness and covering up faults, release, grace,
trustworthiness, forbearance, keeping one's promise, etc. are trust-building
concepts in the aforementioned letter.

Keywords: Nahj al-Balagha, Social Capital, Public Trust, Government.

Extended Abstract

1. Introduction

The existence of trust plays a decisive role in creating efficient and reliable
governance. The concept of "public trust" is based on a set of components
and values that have a long history. The importance of this issue, especially
given the current challenges faced by Muslim societies, raises the question
of whether Islamic governance has also paid attention to trust-building
components. Early studies show that many of the elements that shape
public trust in society are prominently explained in Letter 53 of Nah;j al-
Balagha. In the present study, an attempt is made to extract key concepts
effective in building trust in the Alawi government system from the text of
Letter 53.

2. Theoretical Framework

Nahj al-Balagha is a religious and historical text, and its content is the result
of the intellectual and practical development of a religious ruler whose rule
is considered a model of ethical government among Muslims and even
some non-Muslims. Therefore, a political-normative approach has been
considered as a theoretical framework. The word norm means that which
can be considered a good social order. Normative theory considers the most
important categories of political life and politics to be moral and normative.
In fact, normative theory is a branch of moral philosophy that deals with
moral questions about political life. Normative thought argues about the
necessity of the "good thing." This type of argument is specific to political
philosophy. This theory has a long history in human history, in ancient
Greece and China, especially in Confucian philosophy. If we consider
politics to be the management of the general social arrangements of human
beings that have been brought together by their destiny or choice,
normative theory is a way to begin to pay scholarly attention to the process
of "management of arrangements" of society. The main premise of
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normative theory is that the norm itself is an independent, not a dependent,
variable. Therefore, political and social developments are the result of
norms, not necessarily their creation. Although, in the course of historical
developments, norms also do not remain fixed and they change. On the
other hand, these norms are inherently moral, based on rational goodness
and ugliness, and hence humans consider acting on them to be moral and
good. In other words, understanding the elements that constitute a good
society and finding standards and solutions is within the scope of normative
theory. Based on this approach, by examining letter 53 of Nahj al-Balagha
without falling into the trap of assumptions or attributing some modern
concepts to the words of Imam Ali (AS), we can deduce concepts that can
be considered in the form of normative theory, as well as the issue of public
trust.

3. Research Method

The method used in this research is descriptive-analytical and its tools are
documentary and library, which evaluates and reinterprets the basic
concepts that indicate public trust, using a political-normative approach
centered on letter 53 of Nahj al-Balagha. The question addressed in the
present study was ‘What are the concepts of trust-building in the Alawi
government system in letter 53 of Nahj al-Balagha?’ Therefore, relying on
authentic Arabic literature and the historical context of the text, an attempt
was made to draw the semantic network of trust-building concepts and
clarify how they relate and influence strengthening or weakening the
relationship between the government and the people.

4. Conclusion

The purpose of this article was to analyze letter 53 of Nahj al-Balagha and
find what place public trust had in the political thought of Imam (a.s.) and
what its examples are. Therefore, inspired by normative theory and using a
historical descriptive and analytical method, Letter 53 of Nah;j al-Balagha
was examined to determine under what circumstances, for what purpose,
and what concepts Imam Ali (AS), used as a model of Shiite political
thought, built trust. Analysis of the aforementioned letter shows that Imam
Ali (AS) emphasized the concept of public trust not merely as a theoretical
category, but also as a practical and ethical mechanism for governing and
managing society. Public trust, from the perspective of Imam Ali (AS), is
the direct result of human and moral interactions between the ruler and the
people, and it was found that in this letter, semantic relationships of a set
of moral and managerial virtues such as "mercy, fairness, forbearance,
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sacrifice, and social reform, etc." have been considered as prerequisites for
creating and maintaining public trust, virtues that not only consolidate the
ruler's position in the eyes of the people, but also strengthen the foundations
of social and political stability. In contrast, the letter explicitly refers to
behaviors that undermine public trust. Concepts such as “cruelty,
stinginess, arrogance, self-centeredness, betrayal, and deceit” show that
violating moral values and social justice can have destructive effects on
social cohesion and people’s loyalty to the ruler.
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Abstract

During the rule of Imam Ali (peace be upon him), protests, opposition, and
political and social crises arose, the examination of which provides practical
insights in the fields of management and governance. The governance of the
Commander of the Faithful, despite initial widespread allegiance, quickly
faced foundational protests rooted in worldliness, longstanding rancor, tribal
disputes, and injustice. Crisis management, the intelligent and ethical
approach of Imam (peace be upon him) towards opposition and protests,
distinguishes this era. This research, using a library-based method and content
analysis approach, aims to examine the way Amir al-Mu'minin (peace be upon
him) dealt with opponents and protesters, and to propose appropriate solutions
centered on the teachings of Nahj al-Balaghah . The research findings indicate
that Imam Ali (AS) addressed opposition not through suppression and blind
violence, but by upholding Islamic principles, Alawi ethics, and political
prudence. He offered strategies to manage crises, respond to doubts, promote
social reform, strengthen the legitimacy of the government, and even reform
opponents. Imam embodied a complete model of politics based on rights,
patience, dialogue, seriousness in implementing justice, and respect for the
rights of opponents in confronting the public dissent and protests of that time,
which can serve as a practical model today for governance based on justice
and ethics.

1. Master of Science in Quran and Hadith, Payam Noor University, Tehran, Iran

2. Assistant Professor, Department of Quran and Hadith Sciences, Payam Noor University,
Tehran, Iran

3. Assistant Professor, Department of Islamic Studies, Payam Noor University, Tehran, Iran

*: Corresponding Author: Email: rabbani_kh@pnu.ac.ir

How to cite this article: Ghasemi, E., Rabbanikhah, A., & Mohebbifar, A. A. (2025). Typology of Imam
Ali's (AS) Way of Confronting Popular Protests and Government Opponents, Quarterly Journal of Nahj al-
Balagha Research, 12(48), 23-46. https://doi.org/10.22084/nahj.2025.31558.3223



https://nab.basu.ac.ir/article_6564.html
https://nab.basu.ac.ir/article_6564.html
https://nab.basu.ac.ir/article_6564.html
https://orcid.org
https://orcid.org/0000-0001-9879-8652
https://orcid.org/0000-0002-3827-2285
https://doi.org/10.22084/nahj.2025.31558.3223

24 Typology of Imam Ali's (AS) Way of Confronting... Ghasemi & et al.

Keywords: Just Governance, Decision-Making in governance, Confronting
Opponents, Historical-Moral Narrative, Respect for Rights.

Extended Abstract

1. Introduction

Imam Ali's government, as one of the most important chapters of islamic
history, faced a series of political, social and economic crises during his
caliphate , including the protests arising from the trends of the world , the
historical grudges between tribes, tribal differences and the of the
government .this variety in and dissatisfaction was not only limited to
material issues such as the distribution of and economic benefits, but also
rooted in social and ideological structures.so, the exact investigation of
imam's exposure to these protests can be used as a practical guideline for
contemporary managers, especially at times .the main objective of this
research is to identify and classify different types of confronting imam (as)
with the opposition and the protesters and beside it , the principles derived
from nahj al-balagha and other historical sources which provide solutions
for crisis, social reform, strengthening of government legitimacy and
reforming opponents and providing a framework for decision making.

2. Theoretical Framework

This is a library-based studies conducted using content analysis method.
The basis of the work of this noble book was used as a fundamental
theoretical source for the extraction of ethical and political principles.
Besides, historical sources and sources of Shia and Sunnis, which are
particularly related to the events of Imam Ali 's caliphate, were also used.
To analyze the content, first, all texts related to the protests and Imam 's
confrontation with the opposition were collected and then classified as time
categories drawing on the descriptions related to Imam Ali 's reign and four
main patterns of imam confronting with intellectual opposition and the
protesters were identified: 1. preservation of Islamic principles; 2. dialogue
and consultation; 3. patience and tolerance, and 4) political and
administrative measures.

3. Research Method

The findings show that Imam Ali (AS), in dealing with opposition and
protests, employed approaches such as patience, dialogue, justice, respect
for the rights of opponents, and political prudence. These approaches not
only contained crises but also led to social reform, the reinforcement of
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governmental legitimacy, and even a change in the attitudes of opponents.
Through an analysis of the statements in Nahj al-Balaghah and an
examination of Imam Ali's (AS) conduct in reliable historical sources, as
well as the reflection of this governance conduct in Nahj al-Balaghah , the
general strategies of the Imam's engagement with intellectual opponents
and political protesters were derived across the following four axes:
Preserving Islamic principles and Alawi morality

Imam (peace be upon him) always emphasized that any decision be placed
within the framework of Alawi law and ethics, especially in confronting
the opposition he emphasized justice, virtue and respect for human rights
rather than acts of repression and violence.

Dialogue and consultation

In the time of the escalation of the opposition, Imam (peace be upon him)
tried to hold a consultative meeting to listen to the opinions of the
opposition. This approach not only reduces tension but also provides an
opportunity to provide religious and logical reasons so that the opposition
can improve themselves within the framework of religious legitimacy.
Patience

In the face of continuous threats and incitement against the realm of
governance, Imam (peace be upon him), instead of immediate response and
reaction, adopted patience as a political tool. This patience does not mean
not to act, but smart timing of measures to prevent escalation.

Political and administrative measures

Imam (peace be upon him) strengthened the legitimacy of the government
by executing justice in the distribution of the public treasury, holding fair
courts and ensuring independence of judges.

4. Conclusion

The results of this research show that Imam (peace be upon him) acted as
an ethical leader and knowing policy maker in confronting the protests and
not as an obstinate leader. The four main patterns extracted from Nahj al-
balagha and historical events are a mixture of religious principles (i.e.,
rights, justice, piety) and crisis management techniques (consultation,
patience, prudence). This combination can be used in different types of
modern governance; for instance:

* In Public Policy: Using structured talks (such as citizen councils) to deal
with popular protests;

* In the Judiciary: The emphasis on justice without discrimination and
independence of judges in such a way that even the opposition can feel it
1s safe;



26 Typology of Imam Ali's (AS) Way of Confronting... Ghasemi & et al.

* In Crisis Management: applying strategic patience and proper timing for
action, rather than an acute response to escalate the crisis;

* In Promoting Legitimacy: promotion of transparency in distribution of
public resources and providing legal rules for macro decisions, such as
imam 's approach in the distribution of collected taxes and helping the
vulnerable classes.

Theoretically, this research plays a unique role in juxtaposing historical
narratology with contemporary management theories; for the patterns of
Imam Ali (AS) have been systematically identified and classified not only
in religious texts but also through content analysis. Therefore, it can be said
that this study not only leads to precise historical recognition but also
provides an operational framework for "ethics-based governance" within
the context of Islamic thought.

In the light of the findings of this study we find that Imam Ali (peace be
upon him) presented a full model of governance based on justice and ethics
in managing political and social crises. This approach can be considered as
a practical model in modern governance.
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Extended Abstract

1. Introduction

In the contemporary world, social problems such as aggression and social
unrest pose a serious challenge to human societies. Analysis of the
teachings of Nahj al-Balagha in preventing aggression and social unrest is
important from several perspectives. First, given the increasing incidence
of aggressive behavior and social unrest in various societies, the need to
identify and apply effective strategies to reduce these behaviors is felt more
than ever. The teachings of Nahj al-Balagha can provide effective strategies
to strengthen the spirit of empathy and respect for others, and reduce
tensions. Second, this research could help strengthen the connection
between science and religion. In a time when morality is sometimes
marginalized, using religious teachings as a basis for promoting positive
social behaviors could lead to a healthier and more sustainable society.

2. Theoretical Framework

Aggression: Aggression and violent reactions are an instinctive state that
most people display when they become angry. It is inevitable, in fact, for
the survival and stability of humans. The consequences of anger can lead
to numerous harms.

In the life of the Prophet (PBUH), the manifestations of anger are
introduced with the titles of holy and reprehensible anger. Religious leaders
did not use anger except in cases of defending the truth and right. Imam Ali
(PBUH) says in his letter 69 to Haarith Hamdani: “Beware of anger, for it
is the great army of Satan.” Anger is the most dangerous moral state.
Suppressing anger, in addition to divine reward, also brings peace to a
person.

Social unrest and its control: “Social unrest” is another area of group and
social aggression. In social unrest, “aggression” is known as the most
fundamental infrastructure. Imam Ali (AS) has referred to the phenomenon
of social unrest as “riot”. The meaning of “riot” refers to creating a
commotion and uproar.

Imam Ali (AS) says about them in the Hadith of Kumail: "Fools without
a head and feet, aimless, who follow every sound and move with every
wind; those who have not been enlightened by the light of knowledge and
have not taken refuge in a solid pillar." When this group gathers, they often
cause harm and loss.

Social relations and interactions: Imam Ali (AS) says in his will, letter
37: "I advise you and all my children and descendants, and whoever my
letter reaches, to fear God, to put your affairs in order, and to resolve your
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differences, because the Messenger of God (PBUH) said: "Reconciliation
between two people is better than a year of prayer and fasting."

3. Research Method

This study aims to examine the teachings of Nahj al-Balagha using a
descriptive-analytical method and, by adapting it to contemporary social
issues, to achieve a better understanding of how to prevent aggression and
curb social unrest.

4. Conclusion
The obtained results are as follows:
1. According to the teachings of Nahj al-Balagha, the deterrents of
aggression in controlling and managing aggressive behaviors are: a.
deterrence through threats, b. deterrence through delay, c. curbing
narcissism, d. preventing direct provocation, and e) curbing social unrest.
These deterrents, by providing different approaches, pave the way for
reducing tensions and improving social relations. Using threats as a
deterrent tool can increase people's awareness of the negative consequences
of aggressive behaviors and guide them towards positive behaviors. Also,
delaying the response to stimuli allows the individual to distance
themselves from the moment they are in and make better decisions. On the
other hand, inhibiting narcissism leads to a better attitude towards others
and to distancing themselves away from self-centeredness. Avoiding direct
stimulation also prevents the occurrence of aggressive behaviors.
2. Imam Ali (AS) considers five important consequences of aggression to
be: "decline of blessings, living a short life, premature punishment,
greatness of sin, weakness of power."
3. Imam Ali (AS) was never the initiator of war in dealing with opponents
and attracted the attention of opponents by citing reasons and mentioning
verses of the Quran.
4. Imam Ali (AS) refers to the phenomenon of social unrest as “riots” and
these people are called “rioters or troublemakers.” Therefore, the
government and social system must carefully and vigilantly prevent the
gathering of these people. It should also be noted that their complete
elimination is not the solution because with proper management, these
people can act as a positive force in society.
5. According to the words of Imam Ali (AS), the circle of supportive and
social behavior among religious brothers can be placed in the following
axes:
A. Strong emotional connection
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B. Physical and face-to-face contact

C. Responding to evil with good

D. Unreserved kindness, such as kindness in times of rebuke,
E. Financial and practical generosity, sincerity and benevolence
G. Support in absence
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Abstract

This study aims, through an interdisciplinary approach, to investigate the
concept of social justice in the political thought of Imam Ali (peace be upon
him) and to examine its relationship with certain contemporary theories of
justice. The main research question addressed in the present study is: “What
are the foundations and indicators of social justice in Nahj al-Balagha from
the perspective of Imam Ali (peace be upon him), and how do these indicators
relate to contemporary theories of social justice?” Accordingly, the study
employs qualitative content analysis and comparative methods, drawing upon
primary Islamic sources—particularly Nahj al-Balagha—as well as the works
of thinkers such as John Rawls, Robert Nozick, and Amartya Sen. The
findings indicate that justice, from Imam Ali’s perspective, is grounded in
principles such as the oneness of God, intrinsic human dignity, rejection of
discrimination, protection of the rights of the disadvantaged, and the
accountability of rulers, all of which were realized in his practical governance.
Comparative analysis with contemporary theories of social justice reveals
that, despite certain similarities, there are fundamental differences in
epistemological and anthropological foundations: Ali’s conception of justice
is rooted in theology and ethics, whereas modern theories primarily rely on
social contracts and secular frameworks. The study’s novelty lies in
integrating Islamic sources with contemporary theories to propose a
contextually grounded and inspirational model of social justice, capable of
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addressing inequalities and injustices in modern societies. This research thus
provides a basis for constructive dialogue between Islamic political thought
and contemporary social justice theories.

Keywords: Nahj al-Balagha, Imam Ali (AS), Political Thoughts,
Contemporary Theories, Social Justice.

Extended Abstract

1. Introduction

Social justice has always been one of the most fundamental human
concerns in philosophical, political, and religious realms. From Plato and
Aristotle in ancient Greece to modern theorists such as John Rawls and
Amartya Sen, efforts to articulate the mechanisms for realizing justice have
persisted. In the Islamic tradition, Imam Ali (A.S.), as the pioneer of justice,
introduces justice in Nahj al-Balagha not merely as a legal concept but as
an ethical and divine foundation. He considers justice a "universal
governor" and a comprehensive rule for organizing society, whose
superiority over generosity (charity) is evident in maintaining social order.
This research, employing an interdisciplinary approach, seeks to analyze
the concept of social justice in the political thought of Imam Ali (A.S.) and
compare it with contemporary theories to answer the question: what are the
foundations and indicators of social justice in Nahj al-Balagha, and how do
they relate to modern global theories in this respect?

2. Theoretical Framework

The theoretical framework of this research is based on two main pillars.
First, the foundations of justice in Imam Ali's thought, which are
established on monotheism, the inherent dignity of humans, the rejection
of discrimination, and the accountability of rulers. In this view, justice is
considered the basis of political legitimacy and sustainable social order,
taking precedence over political expediency. The second pillar involves
contemporary theories of social justice, including the perspectives of John
Rawls (justice as fairness and the difference principle), Amartya Sen (the
capability approach), Robert Nozick (entitlement theory), and Nancy
Fraser (redistributive and recognitive justice). This research aims to
elucidate the points of convergence and divergence between these two
intellectual traditions by comparing their epistemological and
anthropological foundations.
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3. Research Method

This research utilizes a qualitative and comparative content analysis
method. Data were collected through a systematic and detailed study of
authentic Islamic sources, particularly Nahj al-Balagha (including sermons,
letters, and wisdom). Subsequently, the findings derived from analyzing
the themes of justice in Imam Ali's thought were interpreted and compared
with the theories of contemporary Western thinkers to reveal meaningful
relationships between these two intellectual traditions.

4. Conclusion

The research findings indicate that justice in the view of Imam Ali (A.S.)
is based on principles such as monotheism, human dignity, and the
responsibility of rulers, and it was realized in practice during his
governance. Comparison with contemporary theories suggests that while
there are similarities in areas such as emphasizing the rights of the deprived
and rejecting structural discrimination with views like those of Rawls and
Sen, there are fundamental differences in their foundations. Alawi justice
is grounded in theology and ethics, whereas modern theories largely rely
on social contract and secular approaches. By presenting a indigenous
model of social justice, this research demonstrates that the thought of Imam
Ali (A.S.) can offer an inspiring solution for addressing inequality crises in
today's societies and provide a platform for constructive dialogue between
Islamic thought and contemporary social sciences.
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Abstract

This corpus-based study employs a descriptive-analytical method to
investigate the semantic fields and collocations of the word "Insan"
(02Y)) in Nahj al-Balaghah. The findings revealed two main semantic
fields in the semantic network of this word: "existential limitations" and
"inherent and acquired dignity." Collocation analysis also uncovered
two clusters of positive (reason, knowledge, heart, thought, dignity) and
negative (weakness, haste, greed, avarice, anger) collocates.
Contrastive patterns such as reason versus desire and truth versus
falsehood form the core of the anthropology of Nahj al-Balaghah.
Various expressive contexts (descriptive-analytical, metaphorical,
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Extended Abstract

1. Introduction

Nabhj al-Balaghah, as one of the most valuable religious-literary texts in the
Islamic world, has always attracted the attention of researchers in various
fields of human sciences. This precious book, containing the sermons,
letters, and words of wisdom of Imam Ali (AS), is replete with profound
anthropological concepts whose analysis and explanation can open new
horizons in understanding the status of human in the Alawite intellectual
system.

Despite numerous studies on anthropological concepts in Nahj al-
Balaghah, there remains a need for systematic research with a linguistic
and corpus-based approach that can quantitatively and qualitatively analyze
the semantic network of the word "Insan." The main question of the present
study is: In which main semantic fields does the word "Insan" appear in
Nahj al-Balaghah, and what are its semantic collocations? Additionally,
what are the characteristics of the contrastive patterns and expressive
contexts related to this word? The aim of this research is to achieve a
comprehensive and systematic picture of Imam Ali's view of insan and their
existential dimensions.

2. Theoretical Framework

The present study is conducted within the framework of corpus-based
linguistics and structural semantics. Structural semantics, emphasizing
conceptual relationships among words, defines semantic fields as networks
of words related to a specific semantic domain (Alborzi, 2007). In this
approach, the meaning of a word is defined not in isolation but in relation
to its collocates and substitutes. Semantic collocations refer to words that
frequently appear alongside the target word and construct its semantic
network. Analysis of contrastive patterns is another instrument of structural
semantics for discovering bipolar oppositions in a text, representing inner
conflicts and the options facing insan.

3. Research Method

This research was conducted using a corpus-based approach and a
descriptive-analytical method. The statistical population of the study
includes the entire text of Nahj al-Balaghah (including 241 sermons, 79
letters, and 480 words of wisdom). Sampling was purposive, extracting all
instances of the word "Insan" and its cognates (such as "Adami," "Bashar,"
"Nas"). Qualitative content analysis was used to identify semantic fields,
and frequency and statistical analysis were employed to examine



Quarterly Journal of Nahj al-Balagha Research Vol. 12, No. 48, Winter 2025 91

collocations. Research data were extracted based on "Al-Mu'jam al-
Mufahras li Alfaz Nahj al-Balaghah" by Sobhi Saleh and "Al-Mu'jam al-
Mawdu'i li Nahj al-Balaghah" by Owais Karim Mohammad, and then
processed using corpus analysis software.

4. Discussion and Findings

Research findings indicate that the word "Insan" appears in six main
semantic fields in Nahj al-Balaghah, the most important of which are the
two fields of "existential limitations" and "inherent and acquired dignity."
In the first field, concepts such as weakness, haste, greed, avarice,
ignorance, and incapability collocate with the word "Insan." Sermon 28 is
a prominent example of this semantic field: "Indeed, attached to the fibers
of this insan is a piece that is the most amazing part of him, and that is the
heart..." In this sermon, Imam Ali (AS) delineates the causal chains of
man's moral decline: how hope leads to greed, how greed leads to avarice,
and how avarice leads to destruction. In the second field, dignity-bestowing
concepts such as divine spirit, reason, knowledge, piety, and nobility
accompany the word "Insan." In Sermon 1, after the physical creation of
man, God "then breathed into him of His spirit, and he became an insan
with intellect..." honoring him with the gift of reason and the ability to
distinguish truth from falsehood.

Collocation analysis revealed two main collocational clusters: a positive
cluster including words such as “reason”, “knowledge”, “heart”, “thought”,
“dignity”, “piety”, and “spirit”; and a negative cluster including
“weakness”, ‘“haste”, “greed”, ‘“avarice”, “anger”, “pride”, and
“annihilation”. Statistical analysis of the frequency of these collocates
shows that although warnings about insan limitations are numerous, the
main focus is on empowering human through reason and knowledge to
overcome these limitations. Regarding distribution across the three sections
of Nahj al-Balaghah, discussions of insan limitations are more concentrated
on sermons (with a warning tone), while concepts of dignity and rationality
are more focused on wisdoms (with an educational tone).

The identified contrastive patterns include oppositions such as "reason
versus desire," "truth versus falsehood," "wisdom versus ignorance,"
"knowledge versus ignorance," "meaningful life versus spiritual death,"
and "obedience versus disobedience." These oppositions appear as
contrasting poles within a single sentence or sermon, representing the dual
nature of insan and the constant choice before them.

The expressive contexts employed by Imam Ali (AS) in explaining these
concepts are diverse and purposeful. The descriptive-analytical context (as
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in Sermon 28) adopts a psychological approach, delineating the chain of
causes of moral decline. The metaphorical context, employing impactful
metaphors such as "the heart as a battlefield" and "knowledge as a religion"
(knowledge is a religion by which one worships), makes complex concepts
tangible and memorable. The warning-glad tidings context also urges the
audience to make a conscious choice between two destinies.

5. Conclusion

In conclusion, insan in the intellectual system of Nahj al-Balaghah is
defined as a two-dimensional and dynamic being situated in a field of
opposition between “existential limitations” and “inherent and acquired
dignity”. Their ultimate destiny is determined not by determinism, but by
rationality and their choices on the path of knowledge and piety.
Collocation analysis shows that "Insan" is surrounded by a network of
positive and negative attributes. Contrastive patterns highlight the constant
presence of a moral choice and inner struggle within insan. The various
expressive contexts (descriptive, metaphorical, warning) are Imam's
rhetorical tools not only to convey these profound philosophical concepts
to understanding but also to impact the audience's soul and psyche, urging
them towards action and change. This semantic analysis introduces Nahj
al-Balaghah not merely as an oratorical text, but as a human-making
treatise that, with its metaphorical and impactful expression, charts the path
of transcendence from the dustland of weakness to the heights of dignity.
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Abstract

One of the problems in translating literary-religious texts is the issue of
choosing equivalents for proper names (PNs). The aim of the present study
was to investigate the procedures of translating PNs in Imam Ali’s Nahj al-
Balaghah and its three Persian translations (by Makarem Shirazi, Ayati,
Jafari) and three English translations (by Husain, Jafari, and Ahlul Bayt
Digital Islamic Library Project). To analyze the data, the most recent model
(i.e., Nyanjeri-Wangri, 2019) was used as the framework for examining the
PNs. The model included six procedures of “preservation, loan translations,
non-translation plus additional explanation, adaptation, use of common
nouns”. The researcher attempted to find answers to the following questions:
Does Nyangeri and Wangari’s (2019) taxonomy cover all procedures used by
translator? What procedures are employed by translators? Are translators
consistent in using specific procedures for rendering all PNs? Is there any
difference between English and Persian translators’ tendencies towards using
particular procedures? How is the distribution of procedures? What are the
most and the least frequent procedures? Based on the findings, both groups of
Persian translators and English translators have most frequently employed the
two procedures of “preservation” and ‘“non-translation plus additional
explanation”. Together, these two procedures covered more than a third of all
procedures. On the other hand, it was found that “use of common nouns” was
the least repeatedly used procedure.
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Extended Abstract

1. Introduction

Religious or sacred texts have always been among the most challenging
texts to translate. These types of texts are considered literary or, more
generally, expressive. Nahj al-Balagha is a prominent literary text in
Arabic literature, containing narratives that serve as a model for modern
literary works. The translation of proper names is one of the important
issues that translators of literary texts frequently encounter. By employing
various strategies and techniques, translators have constantly strived to
overcome this challenge in one way or another. Researchers, too, by
examining studies conducted on different corpora and using various models
and frameworks, have attempted to focus on both the hidden and visible
aspects of this field.

One of the challenges in translating literary-religious texts is finding
equivalents for proper names (PNs). The reason for this may be the
underlying semantic layer or allusive references that sometimes exist in
certain PNs. In such situations, applying a transliteration procedure, which
only targets the superficial and formal layer of discourse, is by no means
adequate and deprives the reader of understanding key elements of the
source text (ST). In other words, although the challenge of finding suitable
equivalents for ST vocabulary is generally a major challenge in translation,
it should not be overlooked that the issue of equivalence is influenced by
the type of strategy the translator chooses.

The present study sought to find answers to the following questions: 1)
Does the Nyanjeri-Wangri (2019) model cover all the strategies used by
translators? 2) What strategies have been used in translating proper names
in Nahj al-Balagha? 3) Have the translators been consistent in applying
these strategies? 4) Was any specific pattern observed in the tendency of
Persian and English translators towards using particular types of strategies?
5) What is the quantitative distribution (percentage and frequency) of the
strategies? Which are the most and least frequently used strategies for
translating proper names?

2. Theoretical Framework

Previous research on procedures and techniques for rendering PNs has not
placed much emphasis on the comparative study of Persian and English
translations of a single Arabic religious text. Nahj al-Balagha by Amir al-
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Mu'minin, Imam Ali (peace be upon him), is considered the second most
prominent religious book for Shiites after the Holy Qur'an. In the present
study, given the necessity of conducting research focusing on this valuable
corpus, an effort was made to also evaluate the adequacy of current
frameworks in covering the strategies for translating PNs.

To date, none of the previous studies have addressed the improvement
of existing models or their adaptation to cover all strategies for translating
PNs in religious texts. The present research was conducted to fill this
research gap.

It is believed that translating PNs is one of the problems facing
translators of literary texts. PNs are words used to refer to singular objects,
people's names, specific place names, specific works of art, etc., and in
some cases, they are also considered culture-bound.

Regarding PNs, the most superficial view is that they should simply be
transferred without translation. However, most researchers in this field
believe that in most literary texts, due to their semantic content and roots
in the source culture, translating PNs—not merely transferring them—is
entirely necessary. In fact, paying attention to the meaning of words and
PNs may be essential in translating certain texts.

3. Research Method

The research corpus consists of a total of 371 PNs (Arabic words) along
with their Persian and English equivalents. The Persian equivalents were
taken from three Persian translations by Makarem Shirazi, Ayati, and Jafari
(extracted from Nahj al-Balagha software, n.d.), and the English
equivalents were taken from three English translations by Husain, Jafari,
and Ahlul Bayt Digital Islamic Library Project team. The data extracted
from this corpus were analyzed using Nyanjeri-Wangri’s (2019) model.
Regarding the corpus, it is necessary to mention that repeated names were
not counted unless the translator had used a different equivalent; therefore,
the number of words in the corpus is significantly more than 371 proper
names.

Theorists of translation often try to pave the way for practical translators
by presenting frameworks and models. In the field of proper names, models
often contain several basic strategies for rendering these names. In this
regard, the most recent model belongs to Nyanjeri-Wangri (2019: 351-360)
and includes the following six strategies:

a) Preservation: When the translator presents the name "as it is," but
using the alphabet of the target language and with approximately the same
pronunciation (p. 351).
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b) Loan Translation: When the translator provides the "literal" meaning
of the name without adding clarifying explanations. Sometimes the
translator can preserve part of the name and translate another part; this
combined strategy also falls under "loan translation" (p. 356).

¢) Non-Translation Plus Additional Explanation: By applying this
strategy, after transliterating the source name, the translator adds clarifying
information either "intratextually" (directly within the main text) or
"extratextually" (e.g., in parentheses or footnotes) (p. 357).

d) Adaptation: When an equivalent, established, and fully recognized
name exists in the target culture for a source-language name, and the
translator uses it, they have effectively used the adaptation strategy (p.
358).

e) Replacement with Common Nouns: This occurs when the translator
replaces a proper name with a common noun, for example, instead of
naming an individual, using a pronoun or general words (such as 'someone,’
'a person,' 'somebody,' 'a human,' 'a man,' 'a woman,' etc.) (p. 360).

f) Omission: As the title of this strategy suggests, its application means
"omitting" and ignoring all or part of the PN in the ST (p. 360).

4. Conclusion

Translation of religious texts, as one of the most challenging literary texts,
has often been the focus of researchers' attention. Nahj al-Balagha, as the
second most important Shiite religious book after the Holy Qur'an, is a
work that has always shone uniquely at the peak of literary works. One of
the problems in translating literary-religious texts is the issue of
equivalence strategies for PNs, which was the concern of the present study.
According to the research findings, a total of six strategies—namely
"preservation, loan translation, non-translation plus additional explanation,
adaptation, replacement with common nouns, and omission"—have been
used in translating proper names in Nahj al-Balagha.

The findings indicate a lack of consistency among translators in
applying translation strategies. In other words, the diversity of PNs and the
specific semantic content of each name have led translators to use various
strategies in their appropriate positions. Nevertheless, both groups of
translators (Persian and English) share a tendency to use the two strategies
of "preservation" and "non-translation plus additional explanation."
Together, these two strategies account for more than one-third of all
strategies used.

In fact, translators resorted solely to the "preservation" strategy in cases
where it sufficed for translating a PN, but in other cases, they often
endeavored to add explanatory notes. On the other hand, it was observed
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that the translators showed the least tendency to use the strategy of
replacing proper names with common nouns.

Future researchers are advised to conduct similar studies on translations
of other religious corpora (including Nahj al-Fasahah). Furthermore,
considering other languages besides Persian and English, such as German,
French, Russian, and Chinese, could open new horizons for researchers in
this field.
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