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Abstract

Tashif in narrations is among the textual afflictions that have affected certain
hadiths. Such corruption at times disrupts the accurate understanding of
reports and hinders the comprehension of their text and intent. Hence, one of
the most important domains in hadith studies is the identification of tashif and
its rectification. Employing early and authoritative sources is among the most
effective methods in this endeavor. Nahj al-Balagha, beyond possessing this
quality, serves as a reliable source in detecting corruptions in the transmitted
words of Amir al-Mu’minin (‘a), due to the precision and mastery of its
compiler al-Sharif al-Radi, and his deep familiarity with the subtle eloquence
of Imam ‘Ali (‘a). The present study, employing the library method and
through a comparative analysis, seeks to answer the question: What role does
Nahj al-Balagha play in identifying verbal tashif in Shi‘i hadiths? The
findings indicate that such corruptions appear on three levels: letters, words,
and sentences. Among these, letter-level tashif is the most frequent. Letter-
level tashif occurs in four forms: (1) dot-related confusion, (2) similarity of
letter skeletons, (3) phonetic similarity, and (4) addition of extra letters.
Although works such as al-KafT and Tuhaf al-‘Uqul were compiled before
Nabhj al-Balagha, the comparative examples demonstrate that word forms in
Nahj al-Balagha are often preserved with greater precision. In the process of
identifying tashif, supporting evidence was sought not only from Nahj al-
Balagha but also from other corroborative indicators: recourse to earlier
hadith sources, contextual analysis, reference to lexicons, application of
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grammatical principles, and consultation with prominent commentators and
hadith scholars.

Keywords: Imam ‘Al1 (‘a), Nahj al-Balagha, Shi‘i narrations, Letter-Level
Corruption, Word-Level Corruption, Sentence-Level Corruption.

Extended Abstract

1. Introduction

The most renowned work preserving the words of Imam “Ali (‘a) is Nah;j
al-Balagha. This compilation, gathered by al-Sharif al-Radi, contains
selections of the Imam’s eloquent sermons, letters, and admonitions. Al-
Sharif al-Radi—himself a poet of considerable renown—undertook this
project upon the suggestion of certain scholars, carefully collecting pieces
of Imam °‘Alr’s (‘a) discourse, distinguished by their extraordinary
eloquence, the treasures of Arabic rhetoric, and their brilliance in both
religious and worldly matters. Alongside Nahj al-Balagha, other works,
both before and after it, independently or in collections of hadiths of other
Imams (‘a), also preserved portions of Imam “Alr’s words. A comparison
between his statements in Nahj al-Balagha and parallel reports in other
works reveals differences in the recording of certain letters and words. Such
variation indicates the likelihood of tashif in those alternative sources. The
present research thus aims to identify instances of tashif in selected
statements from Imam °‘Ali (‘a) by reference to the more reliable
transmission in Nahj al-Balagha.

2. Theoretical Framework
Because hadith is composed in non-revelatory language, it has been
vulnerable to textual distortions from the time of its transmission. Among
these is tashif. Such corruption may lead to misinterpretation or altered
meanings, thereby impeding proper comprehension of the text. Tashif
refers to the alteration of part of an isnad or matn (document) into
something similar or closely resembling it. Reports affected by such
corruption are classified according to the type of tashif involved: verbal
(lafz1) and semantic (ma‘qul). Verbal tashif may be either visual (scribal)
or auditory. Each of these can occur in either the isnad (reference) or the
matn (text) of the narrated hadith. Visual tashif arises when two letters have
similar written forms and are thereby confused (for instance, a letter with
dots exchanged for another without). Auditory tashif occurs when two
words sound similar or share rhythmic patterns, leading to substitution.
Tashif in hadith literature may stem from the original transmitters, from
the compilers of the primary sources, or from later scribes and copyists.
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One key method of identifying tashif is the comparison of parallel
transmissions in multiple sources—whether those works are direct sources
of the report under study (e.g., Shaykh al-Sadiiq’s writings relative to
Makarim al-Akhlaq or Mishkat al-Anwar), or independent sources that also
transmit the hadith through other channels (e.g., Man La Yahduruhu al-
Faqih relative to al-KafT). Likewise, transmission of the same report in later
compilations and commentaries—such as Bihar al-Anwar citing Amali al-
Sadiiq, or Wasa'il al-Shi‘a citing the Kutub al-Arba‘a—is beneficial, since
the versions available to those scholars may have been more complete and
accurate than those presently extant.

3. Method

This research adopts a library-based approach and employs comparative
textual analysis. By comparing selected sayings of Imam ‘Ali (‘a) as
preserved in Nahj al-Balagha with their counterparts in other sources, the
study highlights the various instances of tashif—at the level of letters,
words, and sentences—using Nahj al-Balagha as the primary point of
reference.

4. Conclusion

The study demonstrates that distortions found in other hadith sources, when
compared against Nahj al-Balagha, fall into three categories: a) Letter-level
corruption, b) Word-level corruption, and c) Sentence-level corruption.
Among these, letter-level corruption was the most frequent. It appeared in
four forms: 1) Confusion caused by the placement of dots, 2) Confusion
due to similarity of letter skeletons, 3) Confusion arising from phonetic
resemblance, 4) Confusion through the addition of extra letters.

Thus, Nahj al-Balagha, by virtue of its unique status, can serve as a
highly reliable reference for assessing potential tashif in parallel narrations
preserved elsewhere. This study provides examples of such corruptions
found in works such as al-Kafi, Man La Yahduruhu al-Faqth, and Tuhaf al-
‘Uqil.

In addition to reliance on Nah;j al-Balagha, the identification of tashif
was corroborated through multiple lines of evidence: a) Recourse to other
hadith sources that transmit the same reading as in Nahj al-Balagha b)
Evaluation of the corrupted word/phrase against the contextual flow of
discourse c) Lexical analysis using classical dictionaries d) Application of
grammatical principles to assess syntactic placement and structure, and e)
Consideration of the views of eminent hadith commentators and scholars.
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The reasons for preferring the transmission of Nahj al-Baldgha over other
versions, in the examined cases, are presented in the table below.

Table 1. Reasons for preferring the narration of Nahj al-Balagha over other

narrations
Reasons and evidences for preferring the report in Nahj al-Balagha and for
identifying instances of tashif in other hadith sources
=
Cases e o ~g= o 2 - £ec Q <
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Abstract

Careful thinking, as an internal restraining factor, makes humans aware so
that they realize in their interactions or voluntary actions they cannot grant
themselves complete permission and right to actualize their potential desires.
One of the ways for humanity to achieve psychological and spiritual health is
through care and protection of thought (careful thinking), enabling them to
use their thinking in the correct path. The objective of the present study is to
enumerate the components of careful thinking based on identifying the
dimensions of thinking derived from the statements of Imam Ali (AS) in Nah;j
al-Balagha. The research method is conceptual analysis. Conceptual analysis
is an analysis through which we attain a valid understanding of the ordinary
meaning of a concept or a set of related concepts. The stages of conceptual
analysis pertain to deciding on the level of analysis, examining the semantic
boundaries of the concept, and analyzing the components of careful thinking
obtained from Nahj al-Balagha. The research instrument included note-taking,
and after data collection, the results were analyzed qualitatively. The findings
indicate that the statements of Imam Ali (AS) in Nahj al-Balagha possess the
potential for extracting various dimensions of careful thinking from the
perspective of Imam Ali (AS). Furthermore, the results showed that,
considering the dimensions of thinking in Nahj al-Balagha, there is potential
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within the statements of Imam Ali (AS) to extract and enumerate components
for careful thinking.

Keywords: Nahj al-Balagha, Careful Thinking, Components of Islamic
Careful Thinking, Imam Ali (AS).

Extended Abstract

1. Introduction

Given the fact that thinking is the core of education and upbringing, and
the necessity of paying attention to such an issue has also been emphasized
in the thought of Imam Ali (AS) in Nahj al-Balagha, the present study seeks
to answer the question: How can the components of careful thinking be
enumerated based on the statements of Imam Ali (AS)? The primary
question and initial spark for the researchers in this paper first took shape
by classifying types of thinking by Lipman regarding the components of
careful thinking. Subsequently, a search was conducted in the domain of
thinking and the possibility of inferring dimensions for Islamic careful
thinking based on the statements of Imam Ali (AS) in Nahj al-Balagha.
Therefore, an effort is made to extract the components based on the
teachings of Nahj al-Balagha in the domain of Islamic careful thinking. In
light of the above, this research aims to enumerate the components of
careful thinking based on identifying the dimensions of thinking derived
from the statements of Imam Ali (AS) in Nahj al-Balagha.

2. Method
The research method is descriptive-analytical.

3. Findings

According to Lipman, careful thinking plays a role in all behavioral and
ethical dimensions of human material life. On the other hand, the
dimensions of careful thinking from the perspective of Imam Ali (AS) were
outlined in eight dimensions (refer to the components of Islamic careful
thinking), indicating the importance of careful thinking to him and also for
achieving human spiritual and spiritual happiness. In the thought of Imam
Ali (AS), happiness, enjoying divine protection in thinking (sublimation),
and virtue-centricity are among the most important axes of careful thinking
that can affect human life in this world and the hereafter — an aspect
neglected in Lipman's model. Imam Ali (AS) also considers thinking as a
factor for attaining worldly and otherworldly happiness. In this way, care
for thinking and the empathetic dimension in worldly affairs provides a
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good and peaceful life for humans, and in the otherworldly dimension, it
leads to proximity to God and human perfection. Imam Ali (AS),
considering the Quranic perspective on thinking, believes that thinking in
humans is a divine blessing that has elevated humans to the position of
God's vicegerent. Also, in his thought, good thinking is that which guides
humans towards moral and religious virtues so that a righteous society is
realized, and he does not consider every type of thinking as valuable. For
example, he counts thinking about sin among the blameworthy thoughts,
the result of which is worldly and otherworldly wretchedness.

4. Conclusion

Based on the research findings, in evaluating Lipman's (2003) thought
regarding careful (solicitous) thinking it can now be stated that, it is solely
focused on the axis of developing "human for human" neglecting the
element of faith in careful thinking. This has prevented Lipman from
benefiting from the immaterial world and its influences on thinking and the
ethics of solicitude. On the other hand, thinking in the Islamic perspective
is such that a Muslim, in contemplation, should not only have worldly goals
but also a more sublime and spiritual thinking that is the foundation of
thought and deed, which includes seeking God's blessings, the pursuit of
happiness, and the quest for virtue.
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Abstract

Pragmatics is one of the key tools in legal linguistics that examines the
meanings of utterances within context and explores the speaker’s intended
meanings. One of the central issues in pragmatics is the concept of
implicature, introduced by Grice, based on the belief that human
communication follows a logical principle known as the Cooperative
Principle. Violating this principle leads to the creation of implicatures in
discourse. Imam Ali’s legal discourse, by employing linguistic and rhetorical
techniques, provides a rich ground for analyzing discourse implicatures.
Using a descriptive-analytical method within the framework of Grice's theory,
the present study examines the violation of the Cooperative Principle in Imam
Ali's legal discourse and seeks to uncover the implicit meanings embedded in
this discourse, aiming to achieve a comprehensive understanding of his legal
rhetoric. The findings revealed that Imam Ali, through strategic use of
linguistic and rhetorical devices, deliberately violated the Cooperative
Principle. This deliberate violation generates discourse implicatures that play
a crucial role in conveying fundamental messages. These implicatures
indicate that the central signifier in this discourse is justice, which serves as a
pivotal concept permeating all dimensions of the discourse. Alongside this,
floating signifiers such as responsible governance, popular legitimacy, and
realism highlight various aspects of justice and function as complementary
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elements within this discourse. Furthermore, Imam Ali’s legal discourse,
compared to its contemporary counterparts, distinguishes itself through
purposeful implicit meanings, thereby not only asserting its superiority but
also contributing to the expansion of Islamic meta-discourse in the field of
law.

Keywords: Legal discourse, legal linguistics, pragmatics, conversational
implicature, Imam Ali (AS).

Extended Abstract

1. Introduction

In recent decades, the expansion of interdisciplinary approaches has
fostered significant interaction between linguistics and law. Forensic
linguistics—as a modern subfield of linguistics—focuses on the role of
language in the production and interpretation of legal discourse and seeks
to apply linguistic insights to specific legal contexts (Aghagolzadeh, 2012:
57; Khezri, 2022: 58). Closely related to disciplines such as forensic
medicine and forensic psychology, forensic linguistics constitutes a branch
of the legal sciences that analyzes legal texts and interactions from a
linguistic perspective (Khezri, 2022: 55-58). Within the legal domain,
language is not merely a medium of meaning transmission but a tool for
consolidating social structures and generating normative frameworks.
Accordingly, legal discourse emerges as a distinct genre in which language,
power, and meaning intersect—a field that demands contextual and
pragmatic investigation (Jabbarkazem, 2015: 25-35).

Pragmatics, as an instrumental sub-discipline within forensic linguistics,
examines meaning in relation to situational context and speaker intention.
Whereas semantics is concerned with literal meaning, pragmatics focuses
on the intended and context-dependent dimensions of meaning (Yule,
2012: 171; Chapman, 2019: 49; Allott, 2020: 19). Yule (2012: 171; 2023:
11) defined pragmatics as the study of communication across four levels:
speaker meaning, contextual meaning, meaning beyond linguistic form,
and the appropriateness of utterance within its social setting. Among
classical pragmatic theories, Grice’s framework holds central significance
(Chapman, 2019: 110). Grice distinguishes between two levels of meaning:
what i1s said and what is meant. While the former is necessary for
understanding an utterance, it is not sufficient; full comprehension depends
on adding the speaker’s intended and implied content to the literal meaning
(ibid.: 133—134). Grice’s model thus provides a powerful analytical basis
for exploring complex legal discourses in terms of speaker intention and
implicit meaning.
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The legal discourse of Imam Ali (AS) represents one of the most
profound manifestations of juridical thought within the Islamic intellectual
tradition, prominently reflected in Nahj al-Balagha. Grounded in Islamic
teachings, this discourse articulates a coherent intellectual system that
extends beyond divine law to encompass human rights and social ethics. It
is deeply enriched with implied meanings derived from Imam Ali’s
linguistic mastery and intellectual depth. Consequently, analyzing this
discourse through the lens of speech implicature can uncover the hidden
dimensions and underlying purposes of Imam’s juridical expressions. Such
an approach establishes a bridge between modern linguistics and Islamic
thought, opening new horizons for understanding the Alavid legal system.

2. Theoretical Framework

The concept of implicature is one of the central notions in pragmatics, first
introduced by Paul Grice. He argued that the speaker’s intended meaning
may extend beyond the literal meaning of their utterance, and to describe
this phenomenon, he coined the term implicature, defined as “the existence
of an implied meaning within an utterance or segment of discourse” (Allott,
2020: 123). In other words, implicature refers to meaning derived from the
speaker’s or writer’s intention rather than from the explicit linguistic form
itself—although there are linguistic clues to it (Aghagolzadeh, 2013: 68).
For example, in the exchange “John: We should get a pet.” “Mary: I love
cats,” Mary’s response implicitly suggests that she is proposing a cat as
their choice of pet.

The core of Grice’s theory is the Cooperative Principle, which aims to
explain how speakers convey and hearers infer implied meaning (Allott,
2020: 124; Grice, 1989: 26). Grice asserted that cooperation is a
fundamental principle governing human interaction in all spheres of life—
most evidently in conversation (Chapman, 2019: 140). According to his
theory, interlocutors generally assume that others are cooperating to
facilitate effective communication and conversational progress. The
Cooperative Principle is realized through four maxims of conversation:

Maxim of Quantity: A speaker should provide as much information as
is needed for communicative purposes, but no more (Yule, 2023: 54;
‘Okasha, 2013: 91; Grice, 1975: 45-47; Grice, 1989: 26-27). In classical
Arabic and Islamic rhetoric, this maxim corresponds to the principle of
musawat (balance), with brevity (1jaz) and verbosity (itnab) seen as
deliberate violations (Habanka al-Maydani, 1996: 2/16-17).

Maxim of Quality: Speech should be based on truth and supported by
evidence (Yule, 2023: 54; ‘Okasha, 2013: 91; Grice, 1975: 45-47; Grice,
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1989: 26-27). Violation of this maxim occurs when the speaker
deliberately says something untrue to convey an implied meaning, such as
through metaphor or irony in Islamic rhetoric.

Maxim of Relation (Relevance): Every utterance should relate directly
to the overall topic of discourse (Chapman, 2019: 142). In Islamic
rhetorical tradition, structures such as uslib hakim (wise redirection) and
ikhraj al-kalam ‘ala khilaf al-zahir (intentional deviation from apparent
meaning) illustrate purposeful violations of this maxim.

Maxim of Manner: Speech should be clear, orderly, and unambiguous
(ibid.). When a speaker resorts to excessive brevity, unnecessary
elaboration, or conceptual obscurity, they intentionally flout this principle
(Khedir, 2017: 157).

Flouting the Cooperative Principle and Its Implications:

According to Gricean theory, listeners always interpret utterances under
the presumption that the speaker adheres to the Cooperative Principle.
Hence, when faced with statements that seem less or non-cooperative, they
seek an interpretation that restores this cooperative assumption. The
additional inferential content that the listener generates to achieve this
interpretive alignment is known as a conversational implicature (Chapman,
2019: 143). As Allott (2020: 125) explains, “When a speaker says
something that appears irrelevant to the subject at hand, the hearer searches
for the most plausible explanation—typically concluding that the speaker
intends to communicate a meaning beyond the literal words. Understanding
such implied meaning depends on the hearer’s awareness of the speaker’s
intentions, the conversational setting, and the broader situational context.”

This theoretical framework provides the foundation for analyzing the
nuanced and layered meanings within Imam Ali’s legal discourse, wherein
deliberate and contextually motivated flouting of Gricean maxims reveals
profound ethical and juridical intentions.

3. Method

The present study adopts a descriptive—analytical approach within the
framework of linguistic pragmatics to examine the legal discourse of
Imam Ali (AS) and to uncover the interrelation among meaning, intention,
and social function in his speech. The analysis focuses on selected
Nabhj al-Balagha letters and sermons that encompass juridical concepts such
as justice, authority, responsibility, and related themes. Each utterance is
analyzed according to Grice’s Cooperative Principle and its four maxims—
Quantity, Quality, Relation, and Manner. Conscious and purposeful
deviations from these maxims are interpreted as rhetorical and ethical
strategies for conveying implicit or layered meanings.
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The investigation of speech implicatures proceeds along two analytical
dimensions: first, their cognitive-social functions, manifested in acts such
as admonition, encouragement, and critique; and second, their
linguistic-rhetorical mechanisms, exemplified by devices like brevity
(1jaz), metaphor, and other stylistic features. This dual-level analysis
integrates pragmatic theory with discourse analysis to reveal how
Imam Ali’s juridical language operates simultaneously on ethical,
communicative, and social planes.

4. Conclusion

The pragmatic analysis of Imam Ali’s (AS) legal discourse within Grice’s
theoretical framework reveals that he deliberately and strategically flouts
the Cooperative Principle to create meaningful and ethically charged
implicatures. Through rhetorical techniques such as brevity (1jaz),
elaboration (itnab), metaphor, and ambiguity (tham), he generates layers of
implied meaning that reinforce the moral and juridical purposes of his
speech.

Flouting the Maxim of Quantity emphasizes justice, social
responsibility, and service-oriented leadership in contrast to tyranny and
power-seeking. Violation of the Maxim of Quality—through metaphorical
or allusive expression—on the other hand, highlights compassion and
moral commitment as essential foundations of governance. Departures
from the Maxim of Relation—via indirect responses and historical
allusions—serve to legitimize a government grounded in justice and
popular consent. Finally, the intentional flouting of the Maxim of Manner,
by drawing on ambiguity and controlled prolixity, helps to expand on
complex socio-legal themes such as the prohibition of hoarding and the
primacy of public welfare.

Collectively, these strategies position justice as the central signifier of
Imam Ali’s legal discourse, around which other floating signifiers—such
as ethical governance, responsible authority, fairness, and social
cohesion—are organized. Thus, the Alavid juridical discourse constitutes a
coherent model of moral and rational governance.
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Abstract

In a world where environmental crises have become a global challenge,
exploring the spiritual roots of the human-nature relationship in religious
traditions opens new horizons for intercultural dialogue. Accordingly, this
research presents a comparative analysis of the Rain Prayer in Nahj al-
Balagha and Buddhist nature invocations to analyze the similarities and
differences between these two texts in addressing nature and ecological crises.
The study reveals that both texts adopt a holistic view, considering nature as
central to understanding the truth of existence: in Islam, as divine signs (ayat)
reflecting human dependence on God's mercy, and in Buddhism, as a mirror
for realizing interdependence (pratityasamutpada) and impermanence
(anicca). Key commonalities include an emphasis on humility toward cosmic
laws, environmental responsibility, and a comprehensive approach to crises.
In contrast, a fundamental difference lies in their theological frameworks: the
Islamic Rain Prayer centers on a vertical human-God relationship and divine
will, whereas Buddhist nature invocations focus on karma and harmony with
cosmic rhythms. The findings highlight the necessity of intercultural dialogue
to strengthen environmental ethics — a discourse that could emerge as a new
paradigm in international relations.
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Extended Abstract

1. Introduction

In the contemporary world, environmental crises such as climate change
and ecosystem degradation have become universal challenges. Re-
examining religious and spiritual texts related to nature can provide ethical
and spiritual solutions to enhance human responsibility. This research
employs a comparative-analytical method with a qualitative approach,
focusing on the "Rain Prayer" in Nahj al-Balagha (Sermon 115) and nature
invocations in Tibetan Buddhism. The theoretical framework combines
text-centered hermeneutics for interpreting semantic layers and
"ecotheology" to explore the relationship between religion and the
environment. The study addresses a gap in existing literature by directly
comparing Islamic and Buddhist liturgical texts focused on nature,
highlighting their potential contributions to environmental ethics.

2. Theoretical Framework

The study utilizes a "macro-comparative" and "typological" approach, as
the two subjects do not share a direct structural or genealogical relationship.
The analytical framework integrates:

- Hermeneutics: To decode the semantic layers of texts.

- Ecotheology: To examine the interaction between theology and human
engagement with nature.

Key concepts from Buddhism include "pratityasamutpada"
(interdependent origination), "karma" (cause and effect), and "$tnyata"
(emptiness), while Islamic concepts center on divine signs (ayat),
repentance (tawba), and hope in God's mercy (raja).

3. Method

In the present study, a qualitative comparative-analytical method was
adopted. The primary sources include Sermon 115 of Nahj al-Balagha (the
Rain Prayer) and nature-focused mantras from Tibetan Buddhism, such as
those associated with Bodhisattvas like Tara and Vasudhara. The analysis
identifies and compares conceptual chains in both texts to uncover shared
and distinct approaches to nature, ecology, and the divine.
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4. Conclusion

The results of comparative analysis revealed that both texts, despite
fundamental theological differences, regard nature as a central axis for
understanding existential truth. Shared themes include humility toward
cosmic laws, environmental responsibility, and a holistic view of
ecological crises. However, the Islamic Rain Prayer emphasizes a vertical
human-God relationship, divine will, and repentance, while Buddhist
invocations focus on karma, interdependent origination, and harmony with
cosmic rhythms. The study underscores the potential of interfaith dialogue
to foster a global environmental ethic, offering shared strategies for
peaceful coexistence with nature beyond ideological boundaries.
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Abstract

The conceptual metaphor theory models cognitive structures based on
linguistic tools and explains the perception of abstract concepts through
cognitive mapping. Nahj al-Balagha employs this mechanism, representing
abstract concepts through sensory and embodied experiences. This study,
using a qualitative textual analysis approach, examines the conceptual
metaphors of “heart,” “tongue,” and “hand” in the aphorisms of Nahj al-
Balagha and analyzes their social, cultural, and philosophical dimensions. The
main issue addressed is the explanation of the role of these concepts in
language and their reflection in social thought and behavior. The objective of
the study is to investigate the function of body parts as conceptual symbols
and analyze the relationship between human emotions and metaphorical
imagery in the words of Imam Ali*®. The theoretical foundations are based
on Lakoff and Johnson’s cognitive mapping theories, as well as Kdvecses and
Unger’s discussions on the transfer of abstract meaning from the concrete.
The results indicate that the metaphors of “heart,” “tongue,” and “hand” in
Nabhj al-Balagha play profound psychological and social roles in addition to
their linguistic functions. “Heart,” as the center of emotions, faith, and will, is
associated with concepts such as sincerity and love. “Tongue” symbolizes
verbal power, social responsibility, and influence in human and political
relationships, while “hand” represents concepts such as power, justice, and
will. The results of analyses show that these metaphors move from the
concrete to the abstract, reflecting Imam Ali’s deep insights into human
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characteristics. The results highlight the importance of linguistic schemas in
the analysis of religious texts showing that understanding these metaphors
leads to a deeper comprehension of social, philosophical, and psychological
structures.

Keywords: Conceptual metaphor, Nahj al-Balagha, schema, embodiment,
mapping.

Extended Abstract

1. Introduction _

Nahj al-Balagha [nahd3 al bala:ya], as one of the foundational Islamic and
literary texts, not only conveys profound religious, ethical, and social
themes but also embodies complex and meaningful linguistic and rhetorical
structures that invite analysis through the lens of cognitive linguistics. The
aphorisms of Nahj al-Balagha, especially those addressing ethics and
education, are replete with metaphorical imagery that connects abstract
concepts such as faith, piety, rationality, justice, and morality with concrete
everyday experiences. An analysis of these metaphors reveals that the
language of Imam “Al1 [?1'ma:m Sali:] in these aphorisms is not merely a
medium of communication but also a framework for organizing experience,
guiding the audience’s cognition, and shaping intellectual systems.

Since metaphor in cognitive linguistics is regarded not simply as a
rhetorical ornament but as a cognitive tool for constructing meaning, this
study aims to examine embodied metaphors in the aphorisms of Nah; al-
Balagha. By “embodied metaphors” we mean those that emerge from
bodily experience and image schemas grounded in physical perception.
Within this framework, concepts such as qalb [galb] “heart” and lisan
[lisa:n] “tongue” function not merely as body parts but as cognitive
signifiers intertwined with ethical, epistemological, and social meanings.

The necessity of this research lies, on the one hand, in the importance of
uncovering meaning-making mechanisms in classical Islamic texts, and on
the other hand, in the analytical potential of cognitive linguistics for
interpreting such works. The central question is: What role do embodied
metaphors in the aphorisms of Nahj al-Balagha play in representing ethical
and epistemological concepts, and what image schemas and conceptual
mappings underlie them?

2. Theoretical Framework

The theoretical foundation of this research rests on two main pillars:
Conceptual Metaphor Theory (Lakoff & Johnson, 1980) and image
schemas. According to Conceptual Metaphor Theory, many abstract
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concepts are understood through concrete, tangible ones. For instance,
“rationality” is often represented by the metaphor of “light,” whereas
“misguidance” is associated with “darkness.” This approach demonstrates
that metaphor is rooted in bodily experience and sensory interaction with
the world.

In this vein, image schemas such as “control,” “container,” “path,”
“center—periphery,” and “life—death” play a fundamental role in shaping
metaphors. These schemas are recurrent cognitive structures derived from
bodily experience and provide a framework for organizing abstract
concepts.

This study focuses on two primary semantic domains in the aphorisms
of Nahj al-Balagha: qalb (heart) and lisan (tongue). In Islamic texts, heart
is commonly portrayed as the center of faith, rationality, and morality,
while tongue is viewed as the medium of revealing inner states and as an
instrument of guidance or deviation. A cognitive analysis of these two
domains shows that the embodied metaphors in the aphorisms not only
carry moral significance but also organize epistemological structures.

2 ¢

3. Method

The research method used in the present study is descriptive—analytical,
based on a qualitative study of the text. For data collection, all aphorisms
of Nahj al-Balagha were reviewed, and instances involving body parts—
particularly qalb and lisan—were extracted. These instances were then
analyzed within the framework of cognitive linguistics.

The stages of analysis included:

1. Identifying embodied metaphors in the aphorisms.

2. Determining the image schemas underlying each metaphor.

3. Extracting abstract concepts resulting from metaphorical mappings.

4. Categorizing and interpreting the ethical and epistemological functions
of these metaphors.

For example, in the aphorisms concerning heart, metaphors such as
“heart as container,” “heart as center of guidance,” and “living/dead heart”
were identified. In relation to tongue, metaphors such as “tongue as a wild
beast,” “tongue as capital,” “tongue as container of knowledge,” and
“tongue as instrument of morality” were analyzed.

Throughout the analysis, an effort was made to remain faithful to the
text and its religious—ethical context while providing a modern
interpretation grounded in cognitive linguistic concepts.
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4. Conclusion

The analysis of embodied metaphors in the Nahj al-Balagha demonstrates
that these metaphors play a pivotal role in the transmission and structuring
of abstract ethical, epistemic, and religious concepts. The findings of this
study can be summarized along several key dimensions:

1. Heart as the center of guidance and faith:

In numerous sayings, heart is metaphorically presented as both a
receptacle for truth and the center of rationality. The image of the “living
heart” signifies spiritual vitality, whereas the “dead heart” indicates moral
decay. Moreover, in many instances, heart is positioned in a controlling
relationship with the tongue, reflecting the precedence of reason over
speech. This metaphor facilitates the abstract yet comprehensible
communication of spiritual and human concepts.

2. Tongue as an ethical and social instrument:

In Nahj al-Balagha, tongue is the primary external manifestation of
human character. Metaphors such as “tongue as a sab’a (predatory animal)”
emphasize the danger of harm and the necessity of restraining speech. The
metaphor of “tongue as capital” underscores the value and significance of
words and their responsible management as an imperative. Additionally,
tongue is depicted as a “vessel of knowledge,” whose worth depends on the
quality and sincerity of its content.

3. Hand as an instrument of action and will:

Hand functions as a symbol of practical power, volition, and action
within social and justice-related contexts. Metaphors concerning the hand
demonstrate the linkage between human physical and practical capacity
and abstract concepts such as social responsibility, the realization of justice,
and social change. Hand thus operates as a mediating element between
physical action and ethical—social effects.

4. Dominant image schemas:

The results of analysis further revealed that the image schemas of
“control,” “container,” “life/death,” “path,” “capital,” and “power/action”
are more recurrent than others in these metaphors. This indicates that the
conceptual system of Nahj al-Balagha is profoundly embodied, organized
upon sensory and bodily experience.

5. Ethical—epistemic function of metaphors:

The embodied metaphors serve not only as literary imagery but also help
to convey ethical and pedagogical messages. Through these metaphors,
Imam ‘Al instructs the audience to control their tongue, maintain the purity
of heart, and employ the union of reason and faith for guidance.

6. Interconnection between language, thought, and experience:
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The analysis demonstrated that the language of Imam “Al1 in the sayings
employs concrete human experiences as a basis for expressing religious,
ethical, and social concepts. Consequently, a strong interconnection
emerges among the three levels of “language,” “thought,” and
“experience,” enabling a deeper understanding of the wisdom conveyed in
the text.

Overall, the results of the present study revealed that embodied
metaphors in Nahj al-Balagha are not merely rhetorical devices but serve a
fundamental role in structuring ethical and epistemic concepts. An analysis
from the perspective of cognitive linguistics allows for a more precise
comprehension of the text and demonstrates how the intellectual legacy of
Imam ‘Al is reflected through cognitive—linguistic structures, remaining
comprehensible and inspirational for contemporary audiences.
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Abstract

This research examines the sources and documents predating Sharif al-Radi
in Nahj al-Balagha through a comparative analysis of ancient texts to further
clarify the authenticity of this work. Despite challenges such as the loss of
certain documents, the dispersion of primary sources, and variations in
wording, the present study—focusing on reliable sources including al-Jahiz's
"Al-Bayan wa al-Tabym," Tabart's "Tarikh," and Wagqidi's "Al-Jamal,"
selected based on rigorous criteria of antiquity, author credibility, and
transmission methodology—demonstrates that substantial portions of Nahj al-
Balagha's content were recorded in these sources prior to its compilation. The
findings of this comparative study indicate that the themes of Nahj al-Balagha
align with earlier sources, confirming its historical authenticity. Furthermore,
differences in wording primarily stem from Sharif al-Radi’s literary selection
criteria and the natural diversity of narratives within the historical tradition of
transmission. The results of analysis revealed that although some works, such
as Waqidr's "Al-Jamal," have received less attention compared to renowned
texts like TabarT's "Tarikh," they played a pivotal role in transmitting the
statements of Imam Ali (AS). By refuting doubts regarding the attribution of
Nahj al-Balagha, this research strengthens its documentary and historical
credibility and underscores the necessity of considering pre—Sharif al-Radi
sources in hadith and historical studies. The applied comparative method also
provides a model for future research in analyzing the sources of religious
texts.
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Extended Abstract

1. Introduction

Nabhj al-Balagha, as a treasury of the words of Imam Ali (AS), has always
been a focus for researchers. However, a fundamental challenge in Nahj al-
Balagha studies is the systematic examination of its sources and
documentation prior to Seyyed Razi, and an analysis of the criteria he
employed in selecting and compiling these sermons—a subject that, despite
its importance, has rarely been the focus of comparative analysis.

This research, employing a meticulous methodology and concentrating
on authoritative sources such as ‘Tarikh al-Tabari’, al-Wagqidi's ‘al-Jamal’,
and al-Jahiz's ‘al-Bayan wa al-Tabyin’—selected based on strict criteria of
antiquity, author credibility, and transmission methodology—aims to
provide a clearer picture of the authenticity of Nahj al-Balagha's content
and to identify the principles and criteria governing Seyyed Razi's literary
selection. A comparative study of these sources can reveal new dimensions
of how this valuable heritage was formed, transmitted, and intelligently
selected and compiled.

2. Theoretical Framework

The theoretical framework of this research rests on three main pillars: first,
the principle of historical authenticity, which is proven by referencing the
presence of Nahj al-Balagha's themes in reliable sources predating Sharif
al-Radi (such as ‘Al-Bayan wa al-Tabyin’ by Al-Jahiz, ‘Al-Jamal’ by Al-
Wagqidi, and ‘Tarikh al-Tabari’); second, the methodology of Al-Radi's
literary selection, which, based on criteria of eloquence and rhetoric,
completeness of the narrative, and documentary reliability, led to the
selection and occasional literary refinement of the texts; and third, the
comparative analysis of narrative variations, which attributes these
differences not to distortion, but to natural factors such as the diversity of
manuscripts, differing compositional objectives, oral transmission, and Al-
Radi's literary taste. This framework forms the basis for addressing doubts
about authenticity and explaining the criteria governing the compilation of
Nabhj al-Balagha.

3. Method
This study employs a descriptive-analytical research method. In the
descriptive phase, existing sources and documents were collected and
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classified, while in the analytical phase, these data were examined using a
critical approach. The analytical method employed allows for a more
precise evaluation of the relationships between texts and the identification
of patterns governing the selection and quotation of materials. A
comparative analysis of the texts reveals that the narratives selected by
Sharif al-Radi in Nahj al-Balagha, compared to their counterparts in earlier
sources, are often more refined and mature in terms of linguistic polish,
structural coherence, and the use of rhetorical devices. This may indicate
Al-Radi's criteria and literary taste in selecting the most complete and
eloquent available narratives of the words of Imam Ali (AS), without
compromising the authenticity of the content and the attribution of the core
themes. This combined approach provides the necessary
comprehensiveness to address the research questions.

4. Conclusion

This study, through a systematic examination of three pre-Sayyid al-Radi
sources of Nahj al-Balagha, reached significant findings that can be
summarized under several main themes:

1. Confirmation of the historical authenticity of Nahj al-Balagha

The comparative study demonstrates that the core content of Nah;j al-
Balagha is rooted in reliable and ancient sources that were in circulation
prior to its compilation—such as the works of Al-Jahiz, Al-Wagqidi, and Al-
Tabari examined in this research. This contextual alignment corroborates
Sayyid al-Radi's claim of relying on prior written heritage and refutes any
doubts regarding the fabrication of the work in its entirety.

2. Understanding Sayyid al-Radi's Methodology

The comparative analyses in this study revealed that Sayyid al-Radi,
adhering to the principles of narration and transmission and relying on
precise literary and rhetorical criteria, selected the statements of Imam Ali
(AS) from among numerous reliable earlier sources. The existing
differences between the narratives in Nahj al-Balagha and other historical
sources are primarily a natural reflection of the diversity of narratives
within the tradition of historical quotation and a direct result of this
conscious selection process aimed at compiling the most outstanding
examples of eloquence and rhetoric. By discerning and choosing the most
eloquent and complete narratives from the available options, without
altering the essence and core content of the words, Sayyid al-Radi played
a fundamental role in preserving and transmitting the Alawi heritage. This
selection-oriented approach, rooted in the scholarly tradition of his time,
ensured that differences remained largely at the level of phrasing and
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expressive structures, while the authentic core of meaning and the themes
of Imam's words were fully preserved.
3. The Importance of the used sources

This study paid particular attention to works such as Wagqidi's ‘Al-
Jamal,” which, despite their documentary importance and historical
antiquity, have received less in-depth attention in previous analyses
concerning the sources of Nahj al-Balagha. Examining these types of
sources reveals that Sayyid al-Radi, in addition to drawing upon well-
known texts, utilized a wide range of sources—including works that are not
currently at the forefront of researchers’ attention.
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