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Abstract

Text linguistics utilizes the seven elements of intentionality, situationality,
coherence, cohesion, intertextuality, informativeness, and acceptability to
shape and strengthen a text. The study of these processes reveals how the
presence of these seven factors contributes to constructing a coherent
argument and persuading the audience. These elements are also evident in
Imam Ali’s (peace be upon him) Shigshiqiyyah Sermon, a discourse rich with
arguments substantiating the legitimacy of his caliphate. This article,
employing a descriptive-analytical method, aims to elucidate the persuasive
process of establishing Imam Ali’s rightful claim to the caliphate through an
analysis of the Shigshigiyyah Sermon.

Keywords: Text Linguistics, Beaugrande and Dressler, Persuasion,
Caliphate, Nahj al-Balagha, Shigshiqiyyah Sermon.

Extended Abstract

1. Introduction

Text linguistics utilizes the seven elements of intentionality, situationality,
coherence, cohesion, intertextuality, informativeness, and acceptability to
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shape and strengthen a text. The study of these processes reveals how the
presence of these seven factors contributes to constructing a coherent
argument, generating meaning, and persuading the audience. These
elements are also evident in Imam Ali’s Shigshiqiyyah Sermon, a discourse
rich with arguments substantiating the legitimacy of his caliphate. This
article, employing a descriptive-analytical method, aims to elucidate the
persuasive process of establishing Imam Ali’s rightful claim to the
caliphate through an analysis of the Shigshiqiyyah Sermon. The analysis
relies on the functionality of textuality criteria as outlined in Beaugrande
and Dressler’s theory, including cohesion, coherence, intentionality,
situationality, acceptability, informativeness, and intertextuality. It focuses
on how these criteria facilitate the transmission of concepts through logical
argumentation and their role in shaping and reinforcing Imam Ali’s
arguments. The study seeks to analyze the argumentative structure of the
sermon and the linguistic mechanisms employed to persuade the audience.
One of the key findings of this semantic analysis is that concepts such as
Imam Ali’s worthiness for the caliphate, criticism of previous caliphs, and
the public’s turn to him at the outset of his caliphate are conveyed to the
audience through a chain of logical arguments. The examination of the
sermon demonstrates that the persuasive system, by adhering to all
textuality elements, ensures the coherence of the arguments, extends the
scope of the sermon, and ultimately establishes the legitimacy of Imam
Ali’s caliphate.

2. Theoretical Framework

The present study seeks to enable the examination of textuality in the
system of persuasion. To this end, in engaging with the sermon and
analyzing the intended work, all its discourses are encapsulated within the
discourse of caliphate. Indeed, it is through this transformation that one can
discern the process of establishing the caliphate and the meanings derived
from it, underpinned by the coherence of arguments, and present it with
precision. Accordingly, the study first addresses theoretical discussions and
defines text linguistics and argumentation. Then, a brief overview of the
Shagshaqiyya Sermon is presented, and finally the persuasion system of
the sermon is analyzed based on the theory of textuality.

3. Research Method

Text linguistics, introduced by Beaugrande and Dressler in the fields of
linguistics and semiotics, provides a comprehensive framework for
analyzing and understanding texts as meaningful units. This field focuses
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on seven criteria: coherence, cohesion, intentionality, acceptability,
situationality, intertextuality, and informativeness. These criteria illustrate
how a text transforms into a cohesive and meaningful whole through the
interaction of these factors. One of the primary objectives of textuality is to
uncover latent meanings through the coherence of internal and external
factors influencing the text. The Shigshiqiyyah Sermon by Imam Ali (peace
be upon him) is replete with compelling grievances. Imam Ali establishes
a reasoned connection between the concepts of caliphate and his own
worthiness, persuading the audience to recognize that the caliphate
rightfully belongs to him. Furthermore, by leveraging the elements of
textuality, he strengthens and fortifies his arguments.

4. Conclusion

In articulating his grievances and substantiating them in the audience’s
mind, Imam Ali employs argumentation as a powerful tool to transform
perspectives and beliefs. His arguments revolve around three main themes:
the worthiness of Imam Ali for the caliphate, the first, second, and third
caliphs and the governance crises during their tenures, and the public
turning to him at the outset of his caliphate. Each of these arguments
implicitly conveys the truth that, after the Prophet Muhammad (peace be
upon him), Imam Ali was the most deserving person for the caliphate. He
begins with the argument of his connection to society, then presents the
argument of his knowledge of divine sciences, and finally articulates the
strongest argument that no one else possesses the capability to assume the
role of caliph. This chain of arguments incrementally guides the audience
toward persuasion. The strength of these arguments is enhanced by their
sequential interconnectedness and logical coherence, ultimately creating a
cohesive and persuasive text.

The analysis of the arguments within the framework of the sermon’s
textuality reveals its profound coherence in conveying Imam Ali’s intent
and purpose. Cause-and-effect relationships, as a form of argumentation,
alongside literary devices such as semantic contrast, repetition, and other
rhetorical techniques, contribute to the text’s semantic cohesion.
Furthermore, Imam Ali’s arguments, with implicit references to
authoritative and accepted texts such as the Quran and the statements of the
Prophet (peace be upon him), carry such credibility that they readily
persuade the audience. These references not only strengthen the arguments
but also affirm his position as the rightful successor to the Prophet (peace
be upon him).
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Abstract

The concept of "occupation” (ihtilal) in Islamic political jurisprudence and its
confrontational approaches - particularly regarding Palestine, Syria, and
Lebanon - has been a subject of scholarly debate requiring further elaboration.
In this context, occupation refers to a state wherein a hostile enemy seizes
control over part or all of a territory through overt aggression. This study
focuses on Imam Ali's (AS) Nahj al-Balagha, particularly the Khutbat al-
Jihad, to analyze his stance toward occupation. Employing a descriptive-
analytical method and drawing on primary sources, this research investigates
Imam Ali's (AS) conduct in resisting occupation. The study concludes that
two core elements define occupation in Imam Ali's (AS) teachings: the
systemic oppression of a land's people, and the enemy's domination over all
or part of an Islamic territory. Imam Ali's (AS) approach - evidenced by his
critique of Iraqis' passivity during Anbar's occupation by Syrian forces
emphasizes pre-emptive action against imminent threats, the divine
philosophy of jihad's legislation, condemnation of those who abandon combat
duties, and awakening communal zeal and conscience. These principles
collectively embody a strategy of ‘resistance and steadfastness’ against
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occupation. This perspective is further corroborated by the conduct of Imami
jurists (Shiite scholars), solidifying its legitimacy within Islamic thought.

Keywords: Military Occupation and Plunder, Imam Ali (AS), Rights of
Occupation, The Sermon of Jihad (Khutbat al-Jihad), Resistance Strategy,
Nah; al-Balagha.

Extended Abstract

1. Introduction

Today, the terms ‘occupation’ (ishghal) and ’belligerent occupation®
(eshghal-gart) have become pervasive in political discourse, international
law, and public opinion due to the aggressive actions of the Zionist regime
and its allies—actions marked by widespread violence and crimes against
humanity. The complexity of this concept’s structure, particularly in its
international and jurisprudential dimensions, is undeniable. In international
law, this phenomenon is defined through multiple frameworks, including
military domination over another sovereign state’s territory, imposition of
power over a foreign land, and appropriation of terra nullius. In Islamic
legal tradition, it is analyzed under the term ’ihtilal* (forcible seizure) and
may also be conceptualized as ’military aggression’ (tahajum-e nezami) or
’armed encroachment’ (fa ‘arrud-i musallah). Despite the long history of
Muslim societies confronting this phenomenon—from the early Islamic era
to the present—no comprehensive legal framework has been developed to
address it. The present study examines the nature of occupation and the
philosophy of jikad to analyze Islam’s stance on belligerent occupation. By
referencing the Seerah (path) of Imam Ali (AS) and the opinions of Islamic
jurists, it elucidates the Islamic legal system’s approach to this issue. The
findings unequivocally demonstrate that, from Imam Ali’s (AS)
perspective, confronting an occupying enemy is permissible solely through
military struggle and resistance (mubarizah and mugawamah), as any
appeasement or compromise with aggressors ultimately harms the Muslim
community. This resolute position stems from Imam Ali’s (AS) profound
insight into the expansionist nature of occupiers and the devastating
consequences of capitulation.

2. Theoretical Framework

The occupation of Islamic lands—particularly in the modern era—is a
phenomenon that not only threatens the security and national sovereignty
of Muslim societies but also endangers their religious and cultural identity.
In this context, elucidating Islam’s stance on occupation and developing
practical strategies to counter it emerge as critical research imperatives.
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This article examines the strategy of resistance against occupation by
analyzing the sermon on jihad delivered by Imam Ali (AS) in Nahj al-
Balagha. It demonstrates that Imam Ali’s (AS) approach to confronting
enemy’s aggression is rooted in active resistance, preemptive defense,
and awakening public consciousness. A close study of this sermon reveals
that Imam Ali (AS), with his profound understanding of both hard and soft
warfare, articulates a comprehensive strategy integrating military
resistance, cultural struggle, and strengthening internal unity. While
emphatically affirming the legitimacy of defending the Islamic
entity (kiyan) and rejecting any compromise with aggressors, Imam Ali
(AS) simultaneously underscores the necessity of wisdom and strategic
deliberation in crisis management.

3. Research Method

This research, conducted through a descriptive-analytical method and
based on library sources—particularly the 'Sermon of Jihad' in Nahj al-
Balagha—demonstrates that Imam Ali’s (AS) strategy in confronting
enemy occupation and aggression was founded on the principle of 'active
resistance.! He pursued this approach through various mechanisms, the
most significant of which included awakening public consciousness
through impactful sermons and reminding people of his own distinguished
record in jihad and struggle. Furthermore, Imam Ali (AS) makes it clear
that in the face of an occupying enemy, any path other than armed struggle
and military resistance is meaningless, and any compromise with an
aggressor will ultimately have dire consequences for the integrity of the
Islamic homeland.

4. Conclusion

In articulating his grievances and substantiating them in the audience’s
mind, Imam Ali employs argumentation as a powerful tool to transform
perspectives and beliefs. His arguments revolve around three main themes:
the worthiness of Imam Ali for the caliphate, the first, second, and third
caliphs and the governance crises during their tenures, and the public
turning to him at the outset of his caliphate. Each of these arguments
implicitly conveys the truth that, after the Prophet Muhammad (peace be
upon him), Imam Ali was the most deserving person for the caliphate. He
begins with the argument of his connection to society, then presents the
argument of his knowledge of divine sciences, and finally articulates the
strongest argument that no one else possesses the capability to assume the
role of caliph. This chain of arguments incrementally guides the audience
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toward persuasion. The strength of these arguments is enhanced by their
sequential interconnectedness and logical coherence, ultimately creating a
cohesive and persuasive text.

The analysis of the arguments within the framework of the sermon’s
textuality reveals its profound coherence in conveying Imam Ali’s intent
and purpose. Cause-and-effect relationships, as a form of argumentation,
alongside literary devices such as semantic contrast, repetition, and other
rhetorical techniques, contribute to the text’s semantic cohesion.
Furthermore, Imam Ali’s arguments, with implicit references to
authoritative and accepted texts such as the Quran and the statements of the
Prophet (peace be upon him), carry such credibility that they readily
persuade the audience. These references not only strengthen the arguments
but also affirm his position as the rightful successor to the Prophet (peace
be upon him).
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Abstract

Nabhj al-Balagha, as a key source after the Holy Qur’an, provides a rich and
valuable framework for understanding and addressing various challenges,
particularly conflicts of interest. In recent decades, conflicts of interest,
whether at the individual or societal level, have given rise to corruption and
injustice, causing serious harm to individuals, communities, and
governments. The central question of this study is: What are the
manifestations of conflicts of interest from the perspective of Nahj
al-Balagha, and which strategies are proposed for their management? The
present study aims to identify and elucidate the instances of conflict of interest
in Nahj al-Balagha and to explore the strategies recommended for their
management. Employing a descriptive-analytical methodology and drawing
on the teachings of Imam Ali in Nahj al-Balagha, the study reveals multiple
illustrative examples. These include abuses of power by rulers and elites and
their adverse impacts, especially when decisions are made to benefit groups.
The underlying causes of such phenomena may be linked to divine testing,
materialism, and economic and social pressures. Furthermore, Nahj
al-Balagha offers effective approaches for managing conflicts of interest, such
as emphasizing the cultivation of elevated spiritual qualities- faith, piety, and
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generosity. The findings indicate that the ethical and social teachings imbued
in Imam Ali’s guidance can serve as an inspirational source for developing
moral and social strategies to counteract these challenges.

Keywords: Imam Ali, Nah;j al-Balagha, conflict of interest, governance,
corruption, management.

Extended Abstract

1. Introduction

Conlflict of interest is recognized as one of the most complex ethical and
managerial challenges—not only does it potentially give rise to
administrative and political corruption, but it also undermines public trust,
justice, and the efficiency of governing institutions. Conceptually, a clear
distinction can be drawn between conflict of interest and corruption:
conflict of interest occurs when an individual finds themselves in a position
where personal or group interests influence their professional or public
decision-making, whereas corruption is the actual misuse of that position.
Thus, a conflict of interest represents a necessary condition for corruption,
but not a sufficient one. This phenomenon poses a significant threat to good
governance, potentially leading to unfair decision-making, increased costs,
and diminished public trust. In this context, religious and ethical
teachings—especially the guidance found in Nahj al-Balagha can offer a
valuable framework for managing conflicts of interest in Islamic societies.
Imam Ali (a) emphasizes concepts such as abstaining from worldly
ambitions, charity, patience, and piety, and warns against the influence of
personal interests on public decisions. In his Letter to Malik al - Ashtar, he
prohibits officials from engaging in personal economic activities that
conflict with their duties and underscores rulers’ accountability to the
people. He also ordered that officials receive a salary that is sufficient in
order to negate financial dependency on the public, thereby preventing
personal interests from impacting their decisions.

However, few studies have systematically identified instances of
conflict of interest or analyzed management strategies based on Nahj al-
Balagha. This research gap has created important theoretical and practical
challenges. The main research question is: What examples of conflict of
interest at the individual and executive levels are described in Nahj al-
Balagha, and what mechanisms for managing these conflicts can be derived
from Alawi teachings? Subsidiary questions include: What are the core
components of conflict of interest according to Nahj al-Balagha? And how
is conflict of interest defined in religious teachings?



Quarterly Journal of Nahj al-Balagha Research Vol. 12, No. 46, Summer 2024 55

2. Theoretical Framework

Maintaining the integrity of governance systems and preventing corruption
requires effective conflict-of-interest management. In this regard, the
teachings of Nah;j al-Balagha can serve as both theoretical and practical
foundations for designing management mechanisms. Imam Ali (a)
highlights human virtues such as faith and piety, and advocates for
structural conditions in which officials are exempt from financial
dependence on the public thus laying fundamental principles for preventing
personal interests from influencing public decisions. This dual approach
combining inner development (faith and piety) with external design, is
clearly articulated in the letter to Malik al-Ashtar and selected sermons.
Reinterpreting these teachings in the contemporary age, when conflict of
interest has become a structural challenge, can provide an authentic and
effective model for policymakers and managers.

3. Research Method

This descriptive—analytical study examines instances and management
strategies of conflict of interest using the teachings of Nahj al-Balagha. As
a rich source following the Qur’an, Nahj al-Balagha offers a
comprehensive framework for analyzing conflicts of interest and
presenting ethical and managerial solutions. Emphasizing concepts such as
faith, piety, and patience, the study considers conflict of interest as a
phenomenon that can trigger corruption and injustice and articulates
practical strategies for prevention and mitigation.

4. Conclusion

While conflict of interest is an inevitable aspect of human interaction, if
mismanaged, it can lead to one-sided decisions, erosion of ethical values,
and breakdown of social bonds. To explore its examples and management
strategies through the lens of Nah;j al-Balagha, three notable episodes were
examined: the conduct of ‘Uthman ibn Hunayf (Letter 45), ‘Aqil ibn Abi
Talib (Sermon 224), and Talha ibn ‘Ubaydallah’s moral failure
(Sermon 148). In the case of ‘Uthman ibn Hunayf, his presence at
gatherings of Basra elites and pursuit of luxury represented a conflict of
interest, prompting Imam Ali’s warning and emphasis on avoiding
worldliness. In Aqil’s case, economic pressure and his request to draw from
public funds demonstrated a conflict of interest; Imam’s caution led him to
desist. In Talha’s case, his worldly ambitions and ambition to gain power
drove him to join Battle of the Camel and breach his oath. Analysis of these
narratives revealed key elements of conflict: personal interest,
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decision-making influenced by self-interest, conflict between public duty
and private gain, and social pressures that shaped outcomes.

Management strategies based on Nahj al-Balagha emphasize reinforcing
spiritual and ethical values, such as piety, faith, charity, patience, and
prayer. Piety serves as a tool for self-control and resistance against
temptation; faith forms the foundation of commitment to divine values;
charity reduces attachment to the world; patience offers resilience in
hardship; and prayer acts as a stronghold against Satan. Collectively, these
serve a central role in managing conflicts of interest.

This study shows that Nahj al-Balagha’s teachings were applicable in
their own era and remain a potent model for addressing ethical and
managerial challenges today. Finally, this article stresses that conflict of
interest is not merely an individual issue—it is shaped by social
relationships and human interactions. Therefore, its management requires
a comprehensive approach that both strengthens ethical and religious
values and enhances transparency and justice. However, the present study
is constrained by certain limitations, such as the need for more thorough
examination of historical examples and their alignment with contemporary
challenges. Future studies are suggested to explore the role of oversight
institutions in enhancing transparency, inspired by notions like
“trusteeship” in Nahj al-Balagha, and the impact of Islamic ethics
education in reducing organizational conflicts. Moreover, analyzing
additional historical examples of conflict of interest within the lives of the
Imams could provide practical models for solving today’s challenges. The
article concludes by emphasizing that Nahj al-Balagha views conflict of
interest not as an inherent human flaw, but as an opportunity to reinforce
accountability, a perspective that can inspire not only the Islamic societies,
but any system committed to reducing destructive conflicts.
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Abstract

Monotheism, the most important and fundamental principle in Islam,
encompasses multiple and diverse dimensions. Early thinkers have discussed
the theoretical aspect, while some contemporary thinkers have examined the
social dimension of monotheism. The behavior of a ruler in governance,
influenced by their thought, is one of the most significant factors affecting
human social life. Given the necessity of emulating the Imams (AS) in both
individual and social spheres, as well as the position of monotheism in Imam
Ali's (AS) perspective and the possibility of applying monotheistic thought in
governance, this research employs a descriptive-analytical method and
examines library resources in the fields of hadith, theology, history, and
biography. It aims to present the role of monotheism in Imam Ali's (AS)
governance thought and practice in a desirable manner. This study
demonstrates that, in addition to the necessity of focusing on the social
dimension of monotheism, particularly in terms of lordship and creation, the
effects of social monotheism in Imam Ali's (AS) governance are reflected in
legislative and law-making aspects, political and social freedoms,
preservation of human dignity, equality in financial rights, and equality before
the law.
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Extended Abstract

1. Introduction

The most fundamental and central principle in Islam is monotheism, a
principle upon which the beliefs and practices of Islam are founded. This
principle has been the focus of Muslim scholars and has been analyzed
from various perspectives. Some contemporary thinkers, such as Imam
Khomeini, Ayatollah Khamenei, and Sayyid Qutb, have analyzed the
social aspects of monotheism. The realm of governance is one of the social
areas where the role of monotheism is of great significance. A prominent
example of the influence of monotheism in governance is the period of
Imam Ali’s (AS) rule over the Islamic community. Therefore, in this
article, after defining concepts and presenting different ideas regarding the
theoretical and social aspects of monotheism, we will examine the impact
of monotheistic thought on Imam Ali’s (AS) governance style and its social
feedback.

2. Theoretical Framework
Early scholars focused on the theoretical aspect (the existence and
attributes of God), while contemporary thinkers have paid attention to the
social dimension of monotheism. The social aspect of monotheism
encompasses not only the belief in oneness but also the organization of
social, legal, and political relations, as well as its application in all areas of
individual and social life, which entails commitment and responsibility.
This commitment includes addressing the largest and the most significant,
primary, fundamental, and general issues of society, such as governance,
economics, international relations, and relationships between individuals.
The policymaking and behavior of any ruler are influenced by their
underlying thoughts and beliefs. Imam Ali (AS), the ruler of Muslims,
exhibited a governance style that differed from that of other Islamic
caliphs, raising the question of what the basis of his governance was.
Moreover, the most frequently addressed subject in Nahj al-Balagha is the
issue of monotheism. Imam (AS)'s belief in monotheism is evident as he
begins each sermon and letter with a mention of God and describes the
singular God in various sermons and letters. By identifying the thought
process and behavioral foundations of any ruler, along with Imam (AS)'s
emphasis on monotheism, we will analyze the application of monotheistic
thought in governance, the extent of Imam (AS)'s commitment to
monotheism in his governance, and the social outcomes of applying
monotheism in governance.
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Based on an examination of sources and an understanding of the reports
related to this topic, it can be concluded that Imam (AS) considers
monotheism as the foundation of all laws, behaviors, and statements in his
governance. Additionally, justice, which is the most significant
characteristic of Ali’s governance, is based on the idea of monotheism.
From Imam (AS)'s perspective, the Creator of all humans is the unique
Creator. As a result, all humans, regardless of their color, race, or language,
possess fundamental and social rights and none hold superiority over others
in social rights. Therefore, Christians or Muslims, Arabs or non-Arabs,
black or white, are equal in enjoying political freedom, social rights, and
maintaining human dignity, as they stand equal before the law.

Consequently, Imam (AS), in addition to his belief in monotheism and
acceptance of legislative Lordship, implements the highest stage of
monotheism, which is the practical commitment to divine laws, in his
governance.

3. Research Method

Employing a descriptive and content analysis method, the present study
initially extracts key concepts of monotheism from verses and narrations
and then gathers reports and documents related to Imam Ali’s (AS)
governance from hadith, historical sources, and Nahj al-Balagha. The
impact of monotheism on Imam Ali’s (AS) governance is evaluated,
analyzed, and studied scientifically and substantiated. Following this
analysis, various instances of Imam Ali’s (AS) governance that reflect
monotheistic thought are presented, demonstrating that applying
monotheistic thought in governance can lead to societal growth and prevent
numerous social disorders.

4. Conclusion

Given the prominent position of monotheism in Imam (AS)'s speeches and
considering that Imam Ali (AS) is the brother and special student of the
messenger of monotheism, as well as his role as the ruler of the Islamic
community, it is essential to analyze and study the governance methods
and manifestations of Imam (AS)'s monotheistic thought in governance.
The results of the present study revealed that all actions and behaviors of
Imam (AS) were rooted in monotheistic thought. Since Imam Ali (AS)
believed that all humans are created by the one God and share a common
creation, he advocated for equality among humans in social rights.
Therefore, he regarded every human, regardless of their color and race, as
having dignity and emphasized its preservation. The equality of humans in
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creation led Imam (AS) to ensure that Arabs and non-Arabs, black and
white, Muslims and Christians, slaves and freemen benefit from financial
rights. Imam (AS)'s belief in monotheism and its application resulted in
treating the caliphate, associates, and officials equally before the law,
addressing their transgressions firmly, and applying divine limits upon
them when necessary.

Moreover, this study provides an opportunity to assess the degree of
commitment of rulers to monotheistic thought and its application, the status
and importance of people in their view, and their efforts to combat
favoritism, which play a crucial role in the growth, flourishing, and
advancement of society.
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Abstract

In pragmatics, the process of conveying meaning to an audience is carried out
considering the circumstances of both parties in the conversation. In an effort
to understand the hidden meanings within speech, George Yule (Scottish-
American linguist) presented his theory of presupposition, categorized under
six branches: existential, factive, non-factive, counterfactual, structural, and
lexical presuppositions. In the words of Imam Ali (AH), using this modern
linguistic approach, the function of the hidden meanings of speech can be well
analyzed and interpreted alongside the explicit meanings in the significant
historical events and junctures of that time. Throughout this great work,
existential presuppositions can be clearly observed in the form of possessive
constructions and definite nouns, factive presuppositions in verbs
synonymous with understanding and knowing, non-factive presuppositions in
verbs of conjecture and imagination, lexical presuppositions in verbs that
indicate revolution and spiritual transformation of individuals, counterfactual
presuppositions in the form of conditional particles, and structural
presuppositions in the consolidation of information through specific
interrogative tools or attributive and quasi-attributive sentences. The purpose
of'this descriptive-analytical research is to examine and discover the unspoken
aspects of Imam Ali’s words in the form of Yule’s presupposition theory. The
finding of the current research is that, within the limited cases studied, the role
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of political and cultural conditions, the audience’s position, and their
perception are considered in the purposeful unspoken expressions of Imam
Ali in Nahj al-Balagha.

Keywords: Pragmatics, unspoken discourse, Nahj al-Balagha, presupposition,
George Yule.

Extended Abstract

1. Introduction

This research delves into the novel and burgeoning field of pragmatics,
which has its roots in linguistics, philosophy, and logic. Presupposition, a
key component of pragmatics, focuses on the speaker’s or author’s
emphasis on the audience’s knowledge and understanding. Especially in
religious and historical texts, this attention leads to the discovery and
explanation of significant historical events of that era.

The emergence of Speech Act Theory in the second half of the 20th century
expanded the influence of language into philosophy. Philosophical research
on language, initiated by Wittgenstein, underwent a major revolution in
semantics and pragmatics with the advent of prominent linguists, Austin
and John Searle.

In linguistic acts, we encounter two layers: the surface (superstructure)
and the underlying (deep structure). Undoubtedly, the deep layer is subject
to the author’s concealments and complexities, as well as the dispersion of
the audience’s views and thoughts. “Research inspired by activism places
significant importance on the unsaid (implicite). The unsaid can be found
everywhere in speech, especially in the form of presuppositions and
implied meanings (sous-entendu)” (Mangeno, 1999: 128). “In the act of
writing or oral presentation, a set of intersubjective knowledge is inevitably
considered. This knowledge includes other studies or previous thoughts
that are implicitly or explicitly referenced, cited, rejected, accepted, or
simply modified” (Culler, 2011: 189).

Presupposition is a key concept in pragmatics and semantics, referring to
information or assumptions that both the speaker and listener take for
granted without direct statement. According to George Yule’s 1996 model,
it is divided into six types: existential, factive, non-factive, counterfactual,
structural, and lexical.

In the esteemed Nahj al-Balagha, Yule’s presupposition discussion was
examined in a limited number of letters, sermons, and short statements
from Imam Ali (AH). As mentioned, in any conversation, the greater the
shared cultural, religious, and ethnic commonalities between individuals—
for instance, when emotional closeness and intimacy are at their peak, and
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both parties possess sound reasoning—the more the discourse tends
towards brevity and suspension.

Imam Ali (AH), in his unspoken discourses, with an understanding of the
political, social, and cultural conditions of society, the intelligence and
perception of his audience, and his own emotional state, not only outlined
the essential behaviors of a wise leader but also referred to important events
of his time and the challenges before and after his brief rule.

2. Theoretical Framework

Presuppositional silence occurs when speakers or writers omit details
because they believe the audience already knows the information. Its
concept dates back to Frege (1892) and Strawson (1950), but it received
more attention among linguists and philosophers since the 1970s. To use
this technique effectively, one must consider shared knowledge, context,
and the relationship between sentences. Presuppositions are assumptions
made by the speaker before speaking, which can help derive additional
meaning from conversations. This kind of silence enhances storytelling by
making language more concise and engaging for the audience, and further
exploration will include examples from Imam Ali’s statements.

3. Research Method

This research aims to uncover Imam Ali’s motivations for unspoken
statements and silence in selected parts of his discourse, as well as to gain
further insight into his personality and an understanding of the challenges
of his time and his contemporaries. The methodology is based on library
research and the study of a limited number of his sermons, letters, and
wisdoms, specifically 11 sermons, 9 letters, and 6 words of wisdoms,
which were examined under Yule’s six types of presupposition.

4. Conclusion

In brief, this research explores how Imam Ali’s unspoken words in Nahj
al-Balagha, analyzed through Yule’s theory of presupposition, reveal his
understanding of his audience’s shortcomings—their awareness of truth
but lack of insight, forgetfulness, and weak will. The study also highlights
how his inner sorrow influenced his discourse. Yule’s six types of
presupposition (existential, factive, non-factive, counterfactual, structural,
and lexical) were used to categorize and understand these unspoken
elements, shedding light on Imam Ali’s character and the societal
challenges of his time.
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Abstract

Happiness is one of the natural human needs, and Islam is a comprehensive
school that has put plans in all aspects of human life in accordance with the
natural needs of human beings; Therefore, the present research was carried
out with the aim of understanding vitality and happiness in Nahj al-Balagha
in order to provide educational implications. This research is applied in terms
of purpose and qualitative in terms of method involving content analysis. To
analyze the educational implications, the book Nahj al-Balagha was used and
coding was done in three stages. The research samples were selected by
purposive sampling method and the sentences (open codes) were purposefully
extracted and the sample size was organized based on the rule of data
saturation. Validity in this research was used by organizing structured
processes to record, write and interpret data, and content validity was
confirmed by experts. The reliability of the agreement coefficient was found
to be 0.77. The research tool in this method was note-taking. The findings of
the study showed that ‘Nishat’ (vitality), from the point of view of Nah; al-
Balagha, can be classified under three categories of educational implications,
including 11 categories of emotional implications, 17 categories of behavioral
implications, and 21 categories of cognitive implications. The results show
that Nah;j al-Balagha's view of joy and happiness has been accompanied by a
view of both worldly and material joy, and he considers this joy to be
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necessary and necessary for the believer's worldly life, and he considers
genuine joy to be the joy of the hereafter, a joy that depends on good deeds.

Keywords: Educational implications, Joy and Happiness, Emotional
Implications, Behavioral Implications, Cognitive Implications.

Extended Abstract

1. Introduction

Happiness is one of the natural needs of humans, and Islam is a
comprehensive school that includes programs for all aspects of human life
in accordance with the natural needs of humans; happiness has a special
place in the Quran and has been approved and paid attention to in various
ways; but this does not include vain and futile happiness, but happiness
combined with divine and human goals. The connection between the
factors that create happiness praised in the Quran and human happiness has
been confirmed in numerous studies. Since happiness is included in the
category of human life issues, it is harmonious and in line with natural
issues. Therefore, happiness is a reasonable and natural thing supported by
the beginning and religion. Contrary to some who try to present a harsh and
gloomy face of Islam, in Islam, happiness and making people happy are
considered positive and desirable traits of believers. Islam, as a religion that
pays attention to all human spiritual and physical needs, considers having
a cheerful and happy spirit as a necessity of life. Normal and healthy people
seek happiness, vitality, and success not only for themselves but also for
their families and loved ones, and they strive to enhance the capacity for
happiness and joy in their individual and collective lives. However, excess
in happiness and joy, like other desirable pleasures, can lead to neglect of
individual and social duties and create an obstacle on the path to human
perfection. From the perspective of Islamic teachings, happiness that is
accompanied by harming others, such as mocking, prying into personal
affairs, or causing disturbance, is considered highly reprehensible. In verses
11 and 12 of Surah Al-Hujurat, the Holy Quran explicitly warns believers
against mocking, finding fault, and giving bad names, and classifies these
acts as major sins. Nahj al-Balagha, as one of the rich sources of Islamic
knowledge, contains guidelines that can help a person balance happiness
and sadness and prevent excess. Therefore, the necessity of examining this
valuable work in the field of education and ethics becomes more and more
evident. The teachings of Nahj al-Balagha, by emphasizing legitimate
happiness and avoiding harming others, provide an educational model that
both responds to the natural needs of human and protects him/her from
individual and social harm. This research attempts to analyze various
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aspects of happiness and cheerfulness by relying on this valuable source
and, in this way, help explain educational models appropriate to the needs
of contemporary human. Considering what has been stated, this study was
conducted with the aim of understanding cheerfulness and vitality in Nahj
al-Balagha in order to provide educational implications.

2. Theoretical Framework

This research is applied in terms of purpose and qualitative in terms of
method, involving content analysis. To analyze the educational
implications, the book Nahj al-Balagha was used and coding was done in
three stages. The selection of research samples was done by purposive
sampling method and sentences (open codes) were extracted purposefully
and the sample size was organized based on the data saturation rule.
Validity in this research was ensured by organizing structured processes to
record, write and interpret data and content validity was confirmed by
experts. Reliability was confirmed by the agreement coefficient of 0.77.
The research tool in this study was note-taking and record-taking.

3. Research Method

The research findings showed that ‘Neshat’ can be categorized based on
Nahj al-Balagha into three categories of educational implications,
including 11 categories of emotional implications, 17 categories of
behavioral implications, and 21 categories of cognitive implications.

4. Conclusion

The results indicate that the view and perspective of Nah;j al-Balagha has
been accompanied by a worldly and material perspective on joy and
happiness, which considers joy to be a necessity and requirement for the
believers' worldly life, considering genuine joy to be the joy of the
hereafter, a joy that depends on righteous deeds. A study of the teachings
of Imam Ali (AS) shows that joy and happiness in the emotional dimension
have been emphasized based on making others happy, divine grace and
mercy, love, forgiveness, hope in God, and goodness in behavior. In the
"behavioral" dimension, joy in action has been considered as a result of
moderate and morally oriented behaviors. Reliance on God, satisfaction
with sustenance, patience and forbearance, resistance to hardships,
kindness, and hard work are among the characteristics that lead to increased
true happiness. In the ’cognitive’ dimension, joy is linked to understanding
the realities of life and accepting divine laws. From this perspective,
sadness and happiness are not inherent, but rather humans are free to
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choose them. Ideas such as remembering death, avoiding undesirable traits,
understanding the impermanence of the world, and accepting divine destiny
have been proposed as the basis for true happiness. Imam Ali (AS)
emphasizes that true happiness lies in taking advantage of the opportunities
to prepare for the hereafter, and dependence on the world and lust deprive
humans of lasting joy. A person who lives according to the correct vision
understands the changes in the world and builds his peace and joy on the
basis of stable and non-material beliefs. Accordingly, Nahj al-Balagha
introduces joy as something dependent on moral virtues, faith, and deep
insight into the world and the hereafter.
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- Seligman, M. E. P. (2002). Authentic Happiness: Using the New Positive
Psychology to Realize Your Potential for Lasting Fulfillment. New York: Free
Press.
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