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Abstract

As an orator, Imam Ali (AS) has used numerous strategies and techniques in
the process of conveying his message to the audience, one of the most
important of which is the technique of "reflection™ or "transformation™, which
is achieved by focusing on the unification of the word order of two phrases
and their identical arrangement, leading to syntactic balance of the text. In
light of the speaker's special attention to this technique in Nahj al-Balagha,
the present study aims to identify, extract, and classify, through language
pragmatics and a descriptive-analytical method, in the first step, the fragments
of speech that are based on the structure of the aforementioned technique in
the sermons of Nahj al-Balagha, and in the second step, to reveal the context
and purpose of the reflection-based speeches. In the next step, by focusing on
the structure, aspect, and tense of the fragments of speech in question, an
attempt is made to typify them and to discuss the function of the
aforementioned technique with the audience. The results of the study show a
close coordination and alignment between the context and purpose of the
studied examples and the form of speech and language used, such that it can
be concluded that the speaker's goal in using the photo technique was not
simply to beautify the speech. Another result is that the photos used in the
structure are more in the form of news sentences than essay sentences and are
more future-oriented than retroactive in terms of time.

Keywords: Photo array, Nahj al-Balagha, linguistic competence, linguistic
form, credibility.
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2 The use of Antimetabole in Nahj al-Balagha Sermons Najafi Ivaki

Extended Abstract

1. Introduction

Imam Ali (AS) as a master orator, in the process of conveying his message
to the audience, used many strategies and tricks, one of the most important
of which is "Antimetabole " or "transformation” which is used by the
passerby. Focusing on the equalization of the arrangement of the words of
two phrases and their equal arrangement is achieved and leads to the
syntactic balance of the text. In the light of the speaker's special attention
to this technique in Nahj al-Balagha, the present research aims to identify,
extract and categorize the parts of speech that are used in Nahj al-Balagha's
sermons through the use of language and descriptive-analytical method.
Rhetoric is based on the structure of the mentioned technique, and in the
second step, it reveals the context and purpose of the Antimetabole -
oriented words. Then, they are categorized by focusing on the structure,
tone and time of the discussed part of speech. Subsequently, the function
of the mentioned method is discussed with the audience. The result of the
investigation showed a close coordination and alignment between the
context and the purpose of the studied samples with the form of speech and
speech, such that it can be concluded that the speaker's purpose of using the
Antimetabole technique is simply beautification. There was no speech.
Another result is that, from the point of view of construction, the
interpolated Antimetaboles have appeared more in the form of news
sentences than essay sentences, and in terms of time, they are more
forward-looking than retrospective.

2. Theoretical Framework

Imam Ali (AS) is one of the orators who, in addition to expressing valuable
concepts, attached great importance to the structure and arrangement of his
speech with high linguistic ability and tried to present his speech in a strong
manner in addition to a deep conceptual load. One of the expressive and
literary strategies that Imam used a lot in the process of inducing and
transmitting the concept to the audience is the technique of "Antimetabole™
or "transformation"”. A study of the sermons of Nahj al-Balagha suggests
that Imam Ali (AS) used the technique of reflection a lot in his sermons to
transmit his ideology and thought to the audience and tried to harmonize
the concept of the speech and the linguistic form, and to intervene in such
a way that the audience does not feel alienated and listens to his advice with
more enthusiasm and is ultimately convinced of the issues raised. The study
shows that the aforementioned technique has been used to depict and
explain six contexts and purposes: first, depicting the inversion of
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situations and conditions; second, depicting futile work; third, depicting
and explaining the subject; fourth, depicting interconnection and two-way
communication; fifth, depicting lack of identity; and sixth, depicting doubt
and hesitation. In light of the prominent presence of the aforementioned
technique in the sermons of Nahj al-Balagha, in the next step, while
categorizing the examples, we will discuss their function and aesthetics.

3. Research Method

Given the high frequency of the image technique in Imam's speeches and
the pivotal role of the aforementioned technique in the credibility of the
speech, the present study, using a descriptive-analytical method, is
responsible for identifying, extracting, classifying, and analyzing its
examples in the sermons of Nahj al-Balagha.

4. Conclusion

As an orator, Imam Ali (AS) paid special attention to both what he said and
how to plan a concept and convey it to the audience; therefore, both aspects
of "what to say" and "how to say it" were very important to him. The use
of the technique of inversion in the process of conveying the desired
ideology and concept, the new arrangement of previous words and phrases
in the second part of the speech, and attention to its expressive form were
in line with the same attention to how to say it. Therefore, it can be stated
that sublime concepts were conveyed to the audience with high literary skill
and ability.

The technique of inversion was used by the orator in six conceptual areas,
which are: depicting the inversion of situations and conditions, depicting
the futility of work, depicting and explaining the subject, depicting the
interconnection and mutual connection, depicting the identitylessness of
individuals, and depicting the doubts of the claimants. A statistical analysis
of the forty-three pieces of speech under study also shows the mirror
technique was most frequently used in the context of explaining and
depicting religious and non-religious topics.
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Abstract

Man is a social being who lives in society and responsible behavior, as one of
the indicators of a perfect human being should be strengthened in him/her. In
Islamic societies, this can be dine through identifying examples of social
responsibility from religious sources and including them in various
educational programs. Based on this, the aim of this research was to identify
the indicators and examples of social responsibility from the perspective of
the valuable and rich teachings of the 31st letter of Nahj al-Balagha. The
research approach was mixed (qualitative and quantitative) and the research
method was a qualitative case study. Categorical analysis was used to analyze
the findings. To determine the validity of the findings, validity, reliability,
verifiability and transferability indicators were used. Based on the findings, 5
key categories including serving the humankind and social development,
gaining social experience, paying attention to the conditions and situation and
social context, solving the problems of vulnerable people and striving for the
progress and future of the society were extracted as indicators of
responsibility. 25 examples were identified for the indicators and the degree
of compatibility of the examples with the indicators from the experts' point of
view was .92 percent.

Keywords: social responsibility, Nahj al-Balagha, letter thirty-one,
examples.
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Extended Abstract

1. Introduction

Considering the comprehensiveness and inclusiveness of the valuable book
Nahj al-Balagha, there is no doubt that the issue of social responsibility,
like all issues of life, has been a guiding light in different parts of this book.
For example, Imam Ali (AS) believes that God's hand is with those who
live in congregations and calls people to avoid dispersion stating that a
person who is alone and far from society and congregations will be Satan’s
easy target. Also, from the perspective of Nahj al-Balagha, a person is not
powerless towards the society in which he lives. He learns responsibility
that everyone, at any level, is responsible and accountable for all his affairs
and deeds related to himself. No one can treat people as he wants and not
consider himself accountable. Individuals are even responsible for the way
they look and express themselves. Accordingly, in this study, indicators
and examples of social responsibility are examined from the perspective of
Letter 31 of Nahj al-Balagha.

2. Theoretical Framework

Various definitions of social responsibility have been provided. Zaman, Jin,
Samara, and Jamali defined social responsibility as the acceptance of
responsible social behavior in line with the desired response to the demands
of society. Wallis and Alvarez-Rodrigues defined social responsibility as
the management of organizational impact. Harjoto and Jo defined it as a set
of efforts to achieve social goals beyond financial and economic goals.
Social responsibility refers to the feeling and action that individuals
consciously and freely show within the framework of their position and
roles towards various social, political, economic, and other issues and
refers to the commitment, duty, and belonging of individuals and groups
(Talebi and Khoshbin,). This concept has economic, social, and
environmental dimensions (Blackburn). Social responsibility can also be
examined from the perspective of political citizen duties, economic citizen
duties, social citizen duties, global citizen duties, and virtual citizen duties
(Kakbedes and Kalu). Identifying the indicators of social responsibility
from the perspective of letter 31 of Nahj al-Balagha can have many
desirable functions for the educational system and society. Among them,
we can mention the education of responsible, conscientious citizens who
are aware of social duties and responsibilities, creating a new meaning and
concept in the collective life of individuals, dealing with the crisis of social
identity, respecting social rights, increasing the scope of social well-being,
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and producing public good, social welfare and economic and
environmental security.

3. Research Method

The research was conducted using a mixed method approach (qualitative-
quantitative) and the case study method. In the first step and in the
qualitative part, social responsibility indicators were extracted from the text
of Letter 31. The statistical population consisted of the valuable book of
Nahj al-Balagha and all books, articles and databases in which Letter 31 of
Imam Ali (AS) to Imam Hassan Mujtaba (AS) had been discussed. The
statistical sample consisted of the text of Letter 31 of Nahj al-Balagha and
all available sources that had discussed social responsibility. The data
collection tool was research forms. Categorical analysis (main and sub-
categorical) was used to analyze the data. In the quantitative section, the
CVR method was used to determine the appropriateness of the samples. To
determine the validity of the qualitative findings, the categories identified
by the research team were examined. To determine the reliability criterion,
the categories were examined by two external analysts. To determine the
confirmability criterion, the entire research process was recorded and to
determine the transferability criterion, external analysts and multiple and
diverse sources were used.

4. Conclusion

The results showed that the most important indicators of social
responsibility include serving others and social development, gaining
social experience, paying attention to the conditions, situation, and social
context, solving the problems of vulnerable people, and striving for the
progress of society in the future.

In explaining these findings, it can be stated that moderation and avoiding
excesses in carrying out social responsibilities can solve many issues and
problems of society. Based on the valuable statements of Imam Ali (AS),
it can be stated that society will move towards happiness if it adheres to
Islamic ethics and rules and moderation in carrying out responsibilities in
the path of carrying out social responsibility towards serving others and
social development. The second most influential factor in creating and
strengthening indicators of social responsibility among individuals in
society is gaining social experience. Accordingly, in a society in which the
culture of study, investigation and research is not encouraged, it cannot be
expected that individuals in that society pay attention to gaining social
experience and carry out their social responsibilities in a desirable manner.
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The master of the pious Imam Ali (AS), who pays attention to building
experiences on past experiences, considers acquiring basic knowledge and
empowering people to live honorably throughout life to be the main
requirements for gaining social experience. Another component that can
help develop and nurture the spirit of social responsibility among members
of society is understanding and comprehending the conditions, context, and
social situation. Educating people with a critical attitude towards
undesirable and unpleasant social phenomena and striving to educate
empathetic, altruistic, and benevolent people will lead to understanding and
comprehending the conditions, context, and social situation for fulfilling
social responsibilities. Comprehensive support for members of society and
distributing the necessities of life among the poor are among the most
fundamental social responsibilities of members of society to pay attention
to the issues of socially vulnerable individuals.
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Abstract

The discourse of Imam Ali (AS) in Nahj al-Balagha has been examined from
various perspectives, but its linguistic aspects have received less attention.
The concept of "Satan," as one of the key themes in Imam's speeches, is an
abstract domain whose understanding leads to a better comprehension of
Satan and its function. Cognitive schemas, as a fundamental tool for
understanding abstract concepts in cognitive linguistics, play a significant
role. Given the eloguence and multiple layers of meaning in Nahj al-Balagha,
the use of this tool is essential for a deeper understanding. The present study
aims to analyze the schemas employed in the text using a schema-based
approach in cognitive linguistics. In this regard, 22 sermons, 13 letters, and
two words of wisdom were extracted, and the role of Satan as a factor in
human misguidance was examined. The findings show that schemas such as
force and its types, balance, volume, and movement are influential in
conceptualizing Satan. The force schema conceptualizes Satan from two
perspectives: first, as a powerful force in destroying humans with the aim of
leading them to destruction, and second, as an ineffective force against those
who obey God's commands. The balance schema expresses Satan's role in
disrupting the balance in individual and social life. The volume schema refers
to Satan's gradual penetration into the human soul and domination over
human cognitive faculties. Finally, based on the category of movement,
Satan's function in deviating humans from the path of servitude, leading them
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astray, and distancing them from their destination or losing their way is
conceptualized.

Keywords: Nahj al-Balagha, Conceptualization of Satan, Analytical,
Cognitive Schemas.

Extended Abstract

1. Introduction

The examination of "Satan™ as a deceptive and adversarial entity in
religious texts is a highly significant topic, particularly in Nahj al-Balagha,
which serves as a foundational religious text. Imam Ali (AS), as the leader
of the Islamic community, frequently addresses the nature of Satan using
various linguistic and rhetorical techniques, portraying him as a tempter
and deceiver. This research focuses on the cognitive linguistic frameworks
that are employed to understand Satan within Nahj al-Balagha. Cognitive
schemas are essential for organizing abstract concepts and help us
comprehend these concepts through sensory experiences. By analyzing the
schemas related to Satan, we can gain a clearer understanding of his
influence on human. This study investigates two primary questions: 1)
What cognitive schemas are utilized in the conceptualization of Satan in
Nahj al-Balagha? 2) How do these schemas assist in conveying ethical and
religious messages to audiences? Ultimately, this research aims to provide
deeper insights into the mental and linguistic structures of Nahj al-Balagha
and their role in elucidating ethical concepts.

2. Theoretical Framework

Cognitive schemas are a key theory in cognitive linguistics, representing
abstract frameworks that arise from our daily interactions and sensory
experiences. Introduced by cognitive linguists Mark Johnson and George
Lakoff in 1987, these schemas act as dynamic patterns of perception that
help us make sense of our experiences. For example, the "verticality"
schema comes from physical experiences like standing or climbing stairs,
symbolizing uprightness. Similarly, the "force" schema illustrates how we
interact with our environment through various experiences such as
pressure, obstruction, and movement. Other important schemas include
"balance,” which relates to both physical stability and cognitive
equilibrium; "container" which deals with concepts of containment and
relationships; and "motion™ which encompasses fundamental experiences
of origin, path, and destination. These schemas play a vital role in shaping
our understanding and reasoning across different areas.
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3. Research Method

This study adopts an analytical-descriptive approach, focusing on the
sermons, letters, and statements in Nahj al-Balagha, categorizing it as a
corpus-based analysis. By utilizing both library and electronic resources,
the research aims to identify cognitive schemas associated with Satan. The
initial step involved a thorough manual review of all relevant texts in Nahj
al-Balagha to compile a corpus that includes 22 sermons, 13 letters, and
two sayings that refer to Satan, demons, and Iblis. After extracting and
categorizing these cognitive schemas, the semantic network surrounding
this concept was analyzed for a deeper comprehension of Imam Ali's
discourse. Importantly, original Arabic texts were used alongside lexical
resources and commentaries by scholars such as Ibn Abi al-Hadid, Ibn
Maytham, Allameh Jafari, and Ahmad Modarres to access the cognitive
schemas present in Imam Ali's statements.

4. Conclusion

This research employs an analytical-descriptive method to investigate
cognitive schemas related to Satan in Nahj al-Balagha. It analyzes 22
sermons, 13 letters, and two statements that refer to Satan while focusing
on his role as a source of human misguidance. Cognitive schemas are
essential to understanding abstract concepts and can have both positive and
negative influences on human behavior. The findings reveal that various
schemas—such as force, balance, container, and motion—significantly
enhance our understanding of the concept of Satan. Imam Ali's statements
illustrate how external pressures can expel Satan from divine proximity
while also highlighting the disruptive forces he exerts on human that lead
to social discord. Key functions of Satan include deviation from purpose
and misguidance, which prevent individuals from reaching their true
destinations. By altering human direction, Satan distances people from
worshiping God. Obstruction represents challenges faced during
interactions with others or objects that force individuals to change their
paths. In Imam Ali's teachings, Satan is portrayed as an obstacle to good
deeds that hinders people from recognizing the truth. The schema of
removing obstacles emphasizes how obedience to God can eliminate
barriers to servitude and protect against satanic influence. The attraction
schema demonstrates how Satan entices individuals toward misguidance.
The counterforce reflects the struggle between truth and falsehood found
in Nahj al-Balagha, where Iblis is depicted as an enemy opposing humanity
with warnings about his dangers. The ability schema shows how Satan
dominates individuals while also highlighting human vulnerability in
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facing adversity after disobedience to divine commands. A dominant
upward-directed force signifies Satan’s control over those who depend on
him; however, he has no power over true believers. Balance is viewed as
an ideal state disrupted by Satan’s enmity leading to instability; Imam Ali
stresses that reliance on Satan can disturb human equilibrium. Concepts
like "provocation” illustrate how Satan creates disorder within individuals.
Ultimately, by fostering bias and enmity, Satan threatens both individual
balance and social stability. The ‘container’ schema portrays Satan as an
entity that penetrates deep into human souls, influencing thoughts through
sensory channels like sight and speech toward sin. Movement is crucial for
survival; it plays a significant role in conceptualizing many abstract ideas
related to Satan's function in misleading human by diverting them from
divine servitude.
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Abstract

Nahj al-Balagha comprises sermons, speeches, and statements of Imam Ali
(peace be upon him) delivered in various political and leadership contexts
during his lifetime. However, over time, the editing and modifications by
Sayyid Razi in compiling Nahj al-Balagha and other editors have led to some
ambiguities in accurately understanding the nature of Imam Ali's speeches.
This article aims to clarify the fifth discourse of Nahj al-Balagha. According
to Sayyid Razi's introduction, the fifth sermon or speech is among the earliest
speeches during Imam Ali's Imamate, addressing the crucial topic of the
community's exposure to seditions that began before the passing of Prophet
Muhammad (peace be upon him). These seditions were aimed at causing
turmoil, usurping the Prophet's legacy, and seizing Imam Ali's caliphate.
Imam Ali (peace be upon him) outlines strategies for the community to
navigate these seditions and explains the reasons for his silence in the face of
malicious accusations and his restrained response to agitators. This study
employs a content analysis approach within applied studies. The findings of
this research indicate that considering the publishing context and related
components, this discourse is categorized as a part of Imam Ali's speeches. A
more detailed examination of Imam Ali's words will also shed light on the
political, social, and cultural conditions of that period in the Islamic history.
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Extended Abstract

1. Introduction

Nahj al-Balagha includes sermons, words, and statements of Imam Ali
(peace be upon him) delivered in various situations during his political life
and leadership. However, over time, modifications and editorial changes
made by Seyyed Razi and other copyists in compiling Nahj al-Balagha
have caused difficulties in accurately understanding the nature of Imam
Ali’s speeches. This article aims to analyze the fifth discourse of Nah;j al-
Balagha.

Based on Seyyed Razi’s introduction, the fifth speech of Nahj al-Balagha
is considered as one of the earliest discourses of Imam Ali’s Imamate. One
of its key topics is the sedition that afflicted the Muslim community,
beginning before the passing of the Holy Prophet (peace and blessings be
upon him and his Household). The instigators of these seditions aimed to
seize the Prophet’s heritage and usurp the caliphate of Imam Ali (peace be
upon him). In this speech, Imam Ali explains the path for the community
to overcome these crises, while also clarifying the reasons for his silence in
the face of false accusations and his decision not to rise against the
instigators.

According to commentators, the fifth speech is related to the gathering at
Saqifa Bani Sa’ida and the establishment of the caliphate after the
Prophet’s passing. Some people advised Imam Ali to oppose those who
immediately formed the Sagifa and to claim leadership for himself.
However, Imam Ali rejected this suggestion. In his speech, he briefly
explains the situation, expresses his displeasure with the events that
transpired, and clarifies the reasons behind his decision not to engage in
direct opposition. Since this discourse was delivered after the Sagifa crisis
and addresses Imam Ali’s silence and non-rebellion against the ruling
government, it is regarded as one of the most significant passages in Nahj
al-Balagha.

2. Theoretical Framework

The variations in translations and interpretations of Nahj al-Balagha
regarding this speech, along with differing analyses of its phrasing and
vocabulary, have raised key questions: Who was Imam Ali addressing?
Who were the primary subjects of his discourse at that time? Should this
passage be classified as one of Imam Ali’s sermons, or is it merely a
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recorded speech? Have the available translations and explanations
accurately conveyed Imam Ali’s intended meaning? Have the linguistic
choices in Imam Ali’s words been thoroughly examined to determine his
precise intent?

Incomplete citations and omissions in the transmission of these speeches
present a challenge today, making it difficult to reconstruct the historical
context in which they were delivered. Consequently, fully understanding
Imam Ali’s intentions and distinguishing the structural nuances of his
speech remains a complex task. VValidation of narrations has always been a
critical aspect of Hadith studies, and despite Nahj al-Balagha being a well-
respected source, scholars continue to analyze its textual authenticity.

Since the original manuscript compiled by Seyyed Razi is not available,
it remains unclear whether the fifth discourse was intended as a speech or
a sermon. Existing manuscripts also exhibit discrepancies: the versions by
Faiz al-Islam, Ibn Abi al-Hadid, and the Nahj al-Balagha Foundation, along
with many manuscripts preserved in the Majles Library and the National
Library, introduce the passage as "words of the Imam" (kalam).
Meanwhile, Sobhi Saleh and Abduh’s editions categorize it as part of a
sermon. Furthermore, translators and editors have not explicitly stated the
basis on which they classified the passage as a speech or sermon—whether
they followed earlier manuscripts or conducted independent textual
analysis.

Even within Ibn Abi al-Hadid’s commentary, variations exist in how this
passage is titled. Establishing whether it is a short speech or part of a longer
sermon is crucial for clarifying the historical and social contexts. Was this
statement addressed to Abu Sufyan, Abbas ibn Abdul-Muttalib, and their
associates, or was it addressed to the public? Could Imam Ali have
delivered a speech before a large audience, or was it meant for a select
group?

Upon reviewing sources outside of Nahj al-Balagha that contain this
discourse, it appears that Imam Ali spoke to a small gathering, and the
speech primarily carried political implications. During the twenty-five
years following the Prophet’s passing, ruling authorities did not permit
Imam Ali to speak publicly or deliver sermons. Thus, the classification by
Faiz al-Islam and Ibn Abi al-Hadid, who label it as "words of the Imam,"
aligns more closely with the established criteria for categorizing Imam
Ali’s statements. Therefore, this passage is best classified as a speech rather
than a sermon.



78 Critical reading of the translation and interpretation... Hajiyan & et al.

3. Research Method

This study employs content analysis and an applied research approach. The
information and data were gathered through extensive library research to
reassess the classification of the fifth speech in Nahj al-Balagha. While the
first section of Nahj al-Balagha is generally referred to as the "sermon
section,” it contains a mix of sermons, words, and testaments, all of which
needs be carefully studied to accurately interpret their meaning and
significance.

4. Conclusion
Due to manuscript discrepancies regarding whether this passage is a speech
or a sermon, the evidence suggests it is more accurately classified as a
speech. This study examined the precise meaning of Imam Ali’s words in
this passage. The results of analysis indicates that this speech was directed
at a small group rather than a large audience and serves as a political
discourse rather than a formal sermon. Most translators have not
thoroughly explored the nuanced meanings of Imam Ali’s words in Nahj
al-Balagha, nor have they fully addressed all dimensions of his speech.
Although translations cannot capture every interpretive perspective, a more
detailed and systematic review of Imam Ali’s words is necessary for deeper
understanding.

Based on the vocabulary and phrases used, this passage can be translated
as follows:
"O people, shatter the waves of sedition—particularly those of Sagifa and
Banu Umayyabh, led by Abu Sufyan—uwith the ships of salvation. Avoid the
path of discord and division, and cast aside the crowns of arrogance and
pride. Blessed is the one who, with true supporters and a loyal tribe behind
him, rose up against the oppressors, defeated them, or forced them into
submission, thus bringing peace to the people. This government proposed
by Abu Sufyan, lacking true supporters, is like tasteless water and an
indigestible morsel."
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— Tureihi, Fakhreddin (1375). Majma Ul-Bahrain, Third edition. Tehran: Mortazavi
bookstore.
— Yagoubi, Ahmad bin Vazeh (Bi-ta). The history of Eli Yaqoubi. Beirut: Dar Sader.
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Abstract

Based on Letter 53 of Nahj al-Balagha, the ideal governance model in Islam
is founded on justice, piety, public engagement, and peace-building. In this
model, the ruler must be just, pious, knowledgeable, and efficient, with a
strong commitment to ensuring the welfare and well-being of the people.
Respecting public opinion and employing consultation in decision-making are
also fundamental principles in this framework. This study aims to develop a
governance model based on Letter 53 by harmonizing and structuring its key
concepts into an actionable governance framework. The final model,
developed through thematic analysis and an open, axial, and selective coding
process, comprises eight main dimensions, 27 concepts, and 212 indicators.
After refinement and consolidation, these elements were narrowed into a
precise and practical framework. The dimensions include "Principles and
Foundations of Governance in Islam,” "Characteristics of the Ruler,"
"Governance and Administration," "The Military," "Judges and Judiciary,"
"Social Justice," "Public Treasury and Financial Affairs," and "Relations with
Other Nations." All dimensions are interrelated and every dimension is
coherent with the others and achieved by analyzing the connections between
concepts and identifying their governance implications. For example, justice
as a fundamental principle is directly linked to such concepts as "transparency
in managing the public treasury” and "appointing just judges,” whose
outcomes are reflected in improved public welfare and social trust. Similarly,
principles like piety and public engagement enhance the ruler's legitimacy and
acceptance, which is materialized in consultation-based decision-making and
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interaction with the people. Key features of this model include:
"comprehensiveness," covering all aspects of governance; "depth," addressing
the nuances and intricacies of governance; and “practical relevance," rooted
in the real-life governance practices of Imam Ali (AS) during his rule. The
study concludes that the proposed model can serve as an inspiring framework
for improving governance in Islamic societies, fostering social justice,
enhancing administrative efficiency, and achieving sustainable development.

Keywords: Imam Ali, Nahj al-Balagha, Letter 53, Content Analysis.

Extended Abstract

1. Introduction

Letter 53 of Imam Ali addressed to Malik al-Ashtar is a significant
historical document in Islamic tradition, delineating the principles of
governance and Islamic political philosophy. Written in 38 AHS, this letter
addresses themes such as justice, equitable administration, Islamic
governance, service to the people, knowledge and scholarship, humility,
and magnanimity. Imam Ali (peace be upon him) emphasizes the necessity
of implementing justice, addressing people's needs, consulting scholars in
decision-making, and adopting humility in the conduct of rulers. This study
employs qualitative and thematic analysis to extract the dimensions of ideal
governance from the text of the letter and proposes a theoretical model with
potential applicability in improving contemporary governance structures.
The research adopts a perspective rooted in justice-oriented and people-
centered governance to analyze the text. This perspective emphasizes social
justice, transparency, respect for citizens' rights, and accountability. In his
letter, Imam Ali (peace be upon him) presents power as a means to serve
the people and urges rulers to exercise humility and respect toward their
constituents.

2. Theoretical Framework

Letter 53 of Nahj al-Balagha, one of the most remarkable and enduring
works of Imam Ali (peace be upon him), serves as an unparalleled
document in the history of Islamic governance. With profound moral,
social, and political themes, this letter provides a comprehensive
framework for managing society. Addressed to Malik al-Ashtar, whom
Imam Ali appointed as the governor of Egypt, it includes recommendations
on justice, transparency, people-centric governance, respect for human
rights, and the significance of knowledge and scholarship. Analyzing this
letter not only facilitates a deeper understanding of Imam Ali's (peace be
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upon him) thoughts but also offers guidance for formulating the principles
and values of Islamic governance in contemporary times.

The theoretical framework of the present study is grounded in the
principles and values of Islamic governance highlighted in Letter 53 of
Nahj al-Balagha. These principles are as follows:

Justice-oriented Governance: Imam Ali (peace be upon him) considers
justice the cornerstone of governance, emphasizing that no sustainable
social structure can exist without it.

Accountability: The responsibility of rulers and their effective
engagement with the populace are presented as fundamental tenets.
People-centric Leadership: The letter urges rulers to act with fairness,
tolerance, and attentiveness to the needs of their citizens.

Transparency and Integrity: Imam Ali advocates for clarity and honesty
in decision-making and policy implementation.

Broader Relevance

In addition to embodying Islamic values, Letter 53 shares common
ground with contemporary governance theories such as good governance
and sustainable development. Comparing the concepts of this letter with
global objectives, including the United Nations’ 2030 Agenda,
demonstrates the practical applicability of the Islamic governance model at
the international level.

Dimensions of the Framework include the following:

Core principles: Justice, people-centric governance, transparency,
accountability, and ethical conduct;

Operational Approaches: Delegation of authority, consultation with
scholars and experts, support for the underprivileged, and strict action
against violators;

Expected outcomes: Promotion of social justice, strengthening
governance systems, improving public-state relations, and achieving
sustainable development;

Overall, Letter 53 of Nahj al-Balagha serves as an inspirational charter
and a guide for designing an Islamic governance model. It addresses the
needs of Islamic societies while offering adaptability to the challenges of
contemporary governance. This theoretical framework can be employed to
analyze governance systems and propose practical solutions for enhancing
governance and fostering societal development.

3. Research Method
This study aims to develop a governance model based on Letter 53 of Nahj
al-Balagha by employing a library-based method for data collection and
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thematic analysis for data interpretation. Thematic analysis is one of the
most commonly used methods for analyzing qualitative data, focusing on
identifying, analyzing, and reporting patterns within the data. This method
involves organizing and extracting concepts from scattered textual data to
achieve a deeper understanding. Thematic analysis can be utilized either as
an independent approach or as an analytical technique within other
qualitative methodologies. In this approach, the researcher codes the data,
categorizes it, and identifies patterns both within and across datasets to
derive insights. The primary objective is to answer the question: "What do
the data convey?" By recognizing patterns, conceptual themes are extracted
from the data, providing a structured framework for the textual material.

4. Conclusion

Letter 53 of Imam Ali (peace be upon him) to Malik al-Ashtar serves as a
strategic charter for Islamic governance, outlining principles and concepts
across three foundational levels: foundational principles, policymaking and
implementation, and outcomes and implications. At the foundational level,
piety, justice, and religiosity are presented as the cornerstones of Islamic
governance. At the policymaking level, themes such as social justice,
merit-based appointments, fiscal management, participatory governance,
and the duties of military personnel are emphasized. Finally, outcomes such
as public satisfaction, security and stability, and sustainable development
are highlighted as key consequences of effective governance. The model
derived from this letter identifies eight dimensions, 27 concepts, and 212
indicators, demonstrating its comprehensiveness, depth, and applicability.
It underscores that Imam Ali’s (peace be upon him) principles of
governance remain relevant for addressing contemporary challenges, such
as reducing inequality, combating corruption, enhancing efficiency, and
achieving sustainable development. This model serves as an inspiration for
policymakers and administrators in crafting equitable policies and efficient
management strategies, thereby contributing to the advancement of Islamic
governance and the strengthening of societies.
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Abstract

The meaning of life is one of the most important components in the light of
which a person feels a sense of identity and usefulness and creates the
necessary motivation for the continuation of life and the desire to live in
humans. Considering the two common interpretations and analyses of the
meaning of life, namely "the purpose of life" and "the value of life", it can be
acknowledged that what plays an irreplaceable and decisive role in giving
meaning to life is faith in God and heartfelt belief and faith in Him, which,
from the perspective of Imam Ali (AS), is one of the most important pillars
with a complete impact on human orientations. This issue has also been the
focus of attention of psychologists, sociologists and philosophers in the
contemporary world. Since satisfaction with life and achieving a good life is
one of the innate needs of humans, it is defined in each school based on the
specific worldview of that school. Therefore, the obstacles and harms that
affect giving meaning to life will be different. In this study, using a
descriptive-analytical method and the library collection method, the harms to
the realization of the meaning of monotheistic life and the obstacles to the
influence of faith in giving meaning to life from the perspective of Imam Ali
(AS) have been explained. The findings of the study indicate that from the
perspective of Imam Ali (AS): anthropocentrism, utilitarianism, and self-
alienation, on the one hand, and superstition and negligence, on the other, are
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considered to be among the most important obstacles and harms to the
influence of faith on giving meaning to human monotheistic life.

Keywords: Faith in God, Obstacles to the Effect of Faith, Pathology of the
Meaning of Life, Imam Ali (AS), Meaning of Life.

Extended Abstract

1. Introduction

The question of the meaning of life is as old as the history of human
thought. From the ancient wisdoms of Egypt and Greece to modern
philosophical schools, each has provided answers to it. To overcome the
problem of the meaninglessness of life, contemporary man has pursued
various goals such as fame, wealth, science, power, etc., but since these
immediate and fleeting goals are not consistent with his/her perfectionist
nature and the sense of transcendence that exists in the inner layers of man,
they have never been able to satisfy man's inherent thirst for achieving
absolute perfection. However, the religion of Islam, with its focus on "good
life", seeks the meaning of life in divine education and faith in God, the
result of which is the perfection and stability of man, and this cannot be
achieved except by understanding man and his structural characteristics.
Therefore, Imam Ali (AS) in Nahj al-Balagha introduces man as a being
who "belongs to God the Almighty." Therefore, it is only in the light of
maintaining this connection that the material world becomes the platform
for his transcendence so that s/he can achieve a correct image of life and
transform the cold material world into a world with consciousness and
awareness and discover his belonging and connection to his/her creation; if
man achieves that level of knowledge and knows that God is aware of all
his/her capacities, s/he will realize that such a world has not placed any
obstacle in the path of his/her life that he cannot understand and interpret.

2. Theoretical Framework

The meaning of life, as one of the fundamental concerns of humanity, can
be analyzed in three axes: purpose, value, and function: Purpose is the
transcendental end of life that goes beyond human material existence and
directs its movement. The value of life is measured by the ratio between its
benefits and costs; if life gives more to man than it takes from him, it will
be valuable. Function also finds meaning within the framework of a
macrosystem in the sense that human life has a function if it is effective in
realizing the end of existence. From the perspective of Imam Ali (AS) in
Nahj al-Balagha, the meaning of life is formed by considering components
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such as attention to God (Nahj al Balagha: Khutbah/1, 143, 190, 2, 216,
193, 65,...), attention to the nature of man (ibid.: 245, 106, 103, 20,
Nameh/31), attention to the subject of the world (ibid.: Khutbah 77, 82,
103, 209, Hikmat/391, 385), and reflection on death (ibid.: Khutbah/64, 60,
Nameh/31), where we came from (ibid.: Khutbah 1) and where we are
going (ibid.: Khutbah/42, 463). This view shows that giving meaning to
life is not possible only through material factors but also requires
metaphysical sources of knowledge such as faith in God. In contemporary
times, human societies are witnessing the decline of the role of faith and
spirituality in the lives of individuals, and Western modernity, with its
human-centered approach, has targeted the essence of religion, and some
intellectual movements have introduced faith as a factor inhibiting the
progress of societies. This situation highlights the necessity of
pathologically examining the role of faith in the meaning of life, especially
in Islamic societies that face numerous identity and spiritual challenges.

3. Research Method

The present study, using a descriptive-analytical method and library
resources, focuses on the perspective of Imam Ali (AS), and examines the
pathology of the meaning of monotheistic life and analyzes the obstacles to
the effect of faith in giving meaning to human life. This study aims to
answer the fundamental question of what factors prevent the realization of
the capacities of faith in creating meaning and purpose in the life of
contemporary humans. The importance of this study stems from the fact
that the lack of meaning in life is recognized as one of the most important
challenges of contemporary humans. Therefore, identifying and explaining
the obstacles to faith in giving meaning to life can be an effective step
towards providing practical solutions to improve the level of mental and
spiritual health of individuals and societies.

4. Conclusion

The results of the present study showed that the words of Imam Ali (AS)
and the Quran can be used to discover ways to give meaning to life and
understand the obstacles to giving meaning to it. The teachings of Imam
Ali (AS) and the Holy Quran can be examined to discover the mechanisms
of giving meaning to life and identify its obstacles. The findings further
show that faith in God, as the most central factor in shaping human
interpretation of the universe, plays a decisive role in creating the meaning
of life. Accordingly, this study examined the pathology of the meaning of
monotheistic life from the perspective of the Commander of the Faithful,
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Imam Ali (AS), and anthropocentrism, utilitarianism, self-alienation,
superstition, and negligence were among the pathological factors.
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