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Abstract

Today, the concept of justice is regarded as a key principle in human societies.
Justice, as it exists in many religious and philosophical literatures, has been
also mentioned in various texts. One of the most important texts related to the
concept of justice is Nahj al-Balagha. Nahj al-Balagha, as a great historical
and literary work, has played a significant role in the emergence and
development of the concept of justice in the Islamic culture. On the other hand,
from the perspective of human rights, the concept of justice is emphasized as
the main principle for maintaining human rights and distributing resources and
opportunities in society. The notion of human rights seeks to provide
guarantees for preserving the dignity and rights of individuals and society in
general, and social justice is also a part of this effort. This research, as a
descriptive-analytical and comparative study, is an attempt to answer the
question “What are the similarities and differences between the concept of
justice in Nahj al-Balagha and human rights?” Nahj al-Balagha and human
rights emphasize the importance of human dignity, equality, social justice and
fair distribution of wealth. Justice in human rights is mostly based on
philosophy and natural rights, while justice in Nahj al-Balagha is rooted in
religion and Sharia. Justice in Nahj al-Balagha has wider dimensions
including moral, social, economic.

Keywords: Human rights, Islam, Justice, Justice and fairness, Nah;j al-
Balagha.
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Extended Abstract

1. Introduction

Addressing Malik Ashtar, Hazrat Ali (AS) said: “The uprightness of justice
in the land” means that justice must be institutionalized in the lands. In
wisdom 437 of Nah;j al-Balagha, it is stated that: “Al-Adl yaza’ al-amur
mawada’ha” meaning that justice places matters in their place, that is, in a
place beyond the accidental and excessive historical situation. In sermon
15 of Nahj al-Balagha, it is stated: “Fi al-Adl sa’ah wal man dhaq ala al-
Adl faljur ala aziq,” which means that justice is a wide area; if justice is
narrow for someone, oppression will be harder and narrower for him.
Justice creates breadth and openness and stability and permanence. Law
was created for the purpose of regulating relations and giving order to
human society. From the perspective of law, the most basic definition of
justice is as follows: “Justice is granting the right to the rightful owner.”
The expression “Justice is putting everything in its place” is very close to
the legal definition. Justice is a concept that mankind has known and strived
to establish since the beginning of its civilization. International human
rights represent the ideal of justice in a society in which every human being
can enjoy a free life, accompanied by peace, tranquillity, security and
prosperity. Justice is the essence that every legal system, including
international human rights, seeks. International human rights is the only
system with a global face due to its nature, and the sovereignty of states
cannot create a significant obstacle to its influence. However, local
customs, traditions, religions and ethics maintain a margin for the rules of
domestic law. The important drawbacks of the ideal of justice, as the main
leaven of international human rights, are the ambiguity in its definition and
distinction. However, differences and ambiguities should not prevent
efforts to find a suitable definition for it. The main concern of the present
study is to compare the concept of justice in Nahj al-Balagha and
international human rights. The present research examines the concept of
justice in two different fields, namely Islamic and Western, and identifies
the differences by making a comparison between them.

2. Theoretical Framework

In today's world, the concept of justice is one of the fundamental and vital
issues in the field of law and philosophy. This concept is defined and
examined differently in the Islamic and Western traditions. In Nahj al-
Balagha, Imam Ali (AS) refers to justice as the most fundamental and
important principle in government and emphasizes the necessity of
observing justice in all aspects of life. In the Islamic tradition, Nahj al-
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Balagha, as one of the main sources in the field of Islamic philosophy and
ethics, provides a complete definition of justice and defines it as the most
fundamental principle in ethics and government. On the other hand,
international human rights also defines the concept of justice as a
fundamental human right, and this concept is observed in the Universal
Declaration of Human Rights and other relevant documents. Given the
cultural, historical, and philosophical differences between Islam and the
West, it is expected that the concept of justice in Nahj al-Balagha and
international human rights be different. For example, in Nahj al-Balagha,
justice is defined as a concept related to religion, ethics, and Islamic
government, while in international human rights, it is defined as
fundamental human rights and civil and political rights. Considering the
principles of justice in human societies and its impact on the structure of
governments, a comparative study of these two areas includes evaluating,
comparing and examining their differences.

3. Research Method
This research was conducted using a descriptive-analytical method. Data
was collected by documentary (library) method.

4. Conclusion

A comparison of the concept of justice in Nahj al-Balagha and international
human rights law revealed that while both originate from common moral
and legal values and principles, such as equality, justice, and the
preservation of human dignity, the focus and interpretation of the concept
of justice can be different in each of these two topics. In Nah;j al-Balagha,
justice is emphasized from the perspective of Imam Ali (AS) as the
principle for preserving human dignity and the fair distribution of benefits
and opportunities in society. Justice from the perspective of Nahj al-
Balagha includes concepts such as balance of interests, equal interaction
with individuals and groups, respect for individual rights, and elimination
of deprivation. On the other hand, in international human rights, justice is
defined from a legal perspective, and progress in international human rights
is emphasized through the observance of fundamental rights, ensuring
balance and equality in access to resources, opportunities, and non-
discriminatory treatment of laws. Although there are approaches to the
concept of justice in Nahj al-Balagha and international humanitarian law,
different legal powers and objectives are seen in each of these traditions.
Nahj al-Balagha focuses more on the spiritual and moral cultivation of the
individual and the rulers, while international humanitarian law emphasizes
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the achievement of independence, fundamental rights, and the guarantee of
individual rights and freedom. However, both of these concepts attempt to
apply the principles of justice in society and promote equality, balance,
respect for human rights, and dignity, each in its own way and approach.
On the one hand, Nahj al-Balagha gives justice an individual and spiritual
value and focuses more on the spiritual and moral development of
individuals, as well as the difference between right and wrong, good and
evil. In Nah;j al-Balagha, justice is emphasized as a personal duty and value.
On the other hand, international human rights define justice as a political
and legal principle and emphasize respect for individual rights, equality,
non-discrimination, free and fair access to opportunities and resources, and
protection of human dignity. From the perspective of international human
rights, social justice should emphasize injustices and inequalities in society
and target a combination of economic and social differences.
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Abstract

The term ‘magic of proximity’ expresses some phonetic and musical balances.
This term was first proposed by Shafi'i Kadkani. The common sound between
words makes them appear next to each other, regardless of their meaning. The
musical and phonetic features are the main link between these words. The
magic of proximity and coexistence between words that are composed of
common sounds attract the audience's attention, and in this way, they do not
feel any meaning between these words, and as a result, they are like related
words and it is united and accepted. This study aims to analyze the magic of
proximity in the aphorisms of Nahj al-Balagha through a descriptive-
analytical method relying on Shafi’i Kadkani’s point of view. The findings
show that the application of the magic of proximity in the framework of the
literary arts of repetition, puns, phrasing, sajja, conflict, similitude of parts,
consideration of an example, and slang and publishing cause coherence and
unity of meaning in the wisdom of Nahj al-Balagha has been the correct
combination of words has provided the basis for distinguishing the style of
Imam Ali (AS). The use of word arts and their coexistence with each other
and having similar phonetic features has created a special harmony, which
means that the concepts are expressed with more emphasis. The use of similar
elements and phonetic repetitions has created a semantic function in the text.
Imam (AS) has created a special harmony between the elements of this
wisdom by using the appropriate selection of words and putting them together
and using music, and in this way he has established a strong bond between
words and music.
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Extended Abstract

1. Introduction

The term ‘magic of proximity’ expresses some phonetic and musical
balances. This term was first proposed by Shafi Kadkani. The musical and
phonetic features are the main link between these words. The magic of
proximity and coexistence between words that are composed of common
sounds attract the audience's attention, and in this way, they do not feel any
meaning between these words, and as a result, accept them like related and
united words.

The magic of proximity not only enhances the verbal music, it also
enriches the meaning. The magic of proximity exists in all languages, and
it can be stated that this phenomenon is stronger in Arabic Language than
in Persian. This artistic technique causes the transfer of images, sounds,
concepts and the highlighting of words. According to the research
conducted, no research has been conducted so far on the magic of proximity
in the aphorisms of Nahj al-Balagha; therefore, the present research is
considered a new and novel research. Accordingly, the present study aims
to answer the following questions:

What are the most important elements in the formation of the magic of
proximity in the aphorisms of Nahj al-Balagha?

What effect does the magic of proximity have on creating new meanings
in the aphorisms of Nahj al-Balagha?

2. Theoretical Framework

The magic of proximity is more than just the use of puns and verbal virtues.
This artistic method manifests itself when the sharing of verbal music and
the proximity and proximity of words in form lead to the increase of new
meaning and the desired concept is conveyed to the audience with greater
power. The topics of substitution and co-occurrence were first raised by the
Swiss linguist Ferdinand de Saussure. He provided the basis for linguistic
analysis by addressing these topics. It can be stated that the axis of
succession is based on similar and the axis of coexistence is based on
different factors. In the axis of substitution, relations are based on selection,
and in the axis of association, relations rely on combination; in other words,
in the axis of association, the choice of words is of great importance, and
in the axis of substitution, how words are placed next to each other is
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important. These axes have a tremendous impact on the music, the rhythm
of the words, and the semantic difference of the speech. Metaphor is related
to the axis of substitution, because it arises based on the similarity of the
elements, and the metaphor is related to the axis of association, because it
appears in terms of linguistic composition.

3. Research Method

This study aims to analyze the magic of proximity in the aphorisms of Nahj-
ul-Balagha through a descriptive-analytical method relying on Shafi
Kadkani’s point of view. The present study, by selecting the words of Imam
Ali (AS) as one of the highest Islamic and rhetorical holy books in the field
of prose, analyzes the magic of proximity in the short words of Nahj al-
Balagha in order to explain to the audience the wise selection of words in
the axis of proximity and how they are placed in the axis of succession by
Imam Ali (AS).

4. Conclusion

In ‘magic of proximity,’ the linguistic and literary elements that influence
the music of the word are examined. The Magic of Proximity examines
literary and linguistic texts on the axes of substitution and coexistence. The
axes of succession and coexistence have a great influence on the music of
words. The structure of literary texts differs significantly from ordinary and
scientific texts, because in literary texts, the way words are chosen and their
placement next to each other has a significant impact on the nature of the
language and its function. Since Nahj al-Balagha is one of the most
valuable Islamic and literary books that benefits from linguistic beauty, it
has attracted the attention of many researchers for a long time. Literary
analysis and text linguistics are among the issues that have been given
special importance among linguistic research. Analyzing the linguistic
aspects in the light of the magic of proximity helps the researcher
understand the aesthetic aspects of the text.

The artistic and literary skill of the magic of proximity in the form of
literary devices such as repetition, pun, alliteration, parallelism, antithesis,
similarity of ends, maintaining symmetry, and interspersing, creates
coherence and semantic unity in the wisdoms of Nahj al-Balagha. The
correct combination of words has distinguished the style of Imam Ali (AS).
The use of similar elements and phonetic repetitions has created a semantic
function in the text. Imam (AS) has created a special harmony between the
elements of wisdom by appropriate selection of words, juxtaposing them
next to each other in the axis of juxtaposition, and utilizing music, and,
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thus, has established a strong bond between words and music. Imam has
added to the semantic load of wisdom through repetition and distinguished
the musical structure of his words. The functions of the magic of proximity
in the aphorisms of Nahj al-Balagha include immortalizing the word by
strengthening the music, enhancing the emotional charge of the word,
creating meaning, giving unity and coherence to meanings, better
conveyance of the concepts, and strengthening the meaning. Imam Ali (AS)
has used various metaphors and allusions in a wise and artistic manner on
the subject of succession, each of which contains subtle points. The
semantic function of metaphor was actually to convey the concepts and
messages intended by Imam through the use of synonyms and their
substitutes. The literary art of puns has a strong connection with musical
scores, because by creating sound and musical harmony in words following
the repetition of letters, a beautiful melody and rhythm is given to the
words. Parallelism is a type of artistic technique used by Imam (AS) to
create music and harmonize short phrases. By utilizing the principle of
analogy, Imam has not only placed similar elements next to each other, but
also created proportion and unity between these elements.
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Abstract

Cognitive semantics, which falls under the domain of cognitive linguistics,
offers innovative methods for text analysis. These methods aim to map the
conceptual relationships between the meanings of a lexical entry within the
framework of a semantic network. This new perspective emphasizes the
dynamism and flexibility of linguistic units within the context of a text. It
integrates the worldview embedded in texts into this dynamism and
scrutinizes texts through various approaches—both diachronic and
synchronic—centered on semantic analysis. Religious-Islamic texts,
inherently dynamic and fluid in nature, can be examined using some of these
modern semantic methods. The earliest religious studies in this field focused
on Qur'anic research, yielding satisfactory results and highlighting the
dynamism of the discourses underlying religious texts. Nahj al-Balagha, due
to its significant status in Islamic heritage, reflects a worldview rooted in the
intent of its original speaker. This worldview is also intertwined with the
emotional, cultural, and situational contexts, which are manifest in the
linguistic context of Nahj al-Balagha. Hence, its linguistic context is of great
importance in understanding the semantic framework of Nahj al-Balagha
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Extended Abstract

1. Introduction

Cognitive semantics, which falls under the domain of cognitive linguistics,
offers innovative methods for text analysis. These methods aim to map the
conceptual relationships between the meanings of a lexical entry within the
framework of a semantic network. This new perspective emphasizes the
dynamism and flexibility of linguistic units within the context of a text. It
integrates the worldview embedded in texts into this dynamism and
scrutinizes texts through various approaches—both diachronic and
synchronic—centered on semantic analysis. Religious-Islamic texts,
inherently dynamic and fluid in nature, can be examined using some of
these modern semantic methods. The earliest religious studies in this field
focused on Qur'anic research, yielding satisfactory results and highlighting
the dynamism of the discourses underlying religious texts. Nahj al-
Balagha, due to its significant status in Islamic heritage, reflects a
worldview rooted in the intent of its original speaker. This worldview is
also intertwined with the emotional, cultural, and situational contexts,
which are manifest in the linguistic context of Nahj al-Balagha. Hence, its
linguistic context is of great importance in understanding the semantic
framework of Nahj al-Balagha.

Applying these modern semantic methods to the text of Nahj al-Balagha
not only uncovers the deep layers and broad semantic scope of its
vocabulary in a systematic semantic network but also aids in understanding
the cognitive domain of the audience and the mental framework of the
original speaker. This is particularly significant when studying concepts
that relate to human perspectives on existence. Based on this, the lexical
entry Nazar (meaning "to look" or "to contemplate")—as a sensory verb,
given its role in human ontological understanding—has been selected for
analysis. By leveraging the radial network and prototype theory, its
polysemy within the dynamic discourse of Nahj al-Balagha is analyzed.
Furthermore, using relational semantics, the conceptual relationships
between its meanings, the prototype, and the interconnections among these
meanings are examined.

2. Theoretical Framework

The radial network is one of the modern semantic approaches that
systematically examine the polysemy of a lexical entry. This perspective,
introduced within the framework of categorization theory, considers the
prototype as the criterion for classifying linguistic elements. The prototype
is defined as "the central member of a category" (Abdolwahid & Kharouf,
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2016: 98), which "shares the most common features with other members of
a specific category while having the fewest common traits with members
of other categories" (Liu et al., 2009: 42). In this approach, the self-evident
meanings or presupposed meanings serve as the criteria for identifying the
prototype. Accordingly, in the radial network, the prototype constitutes the
primary type, while other words form the peripheral types within the
network. These peripheral types share characteristics with the primary type,
but the extent of this shared connection varies among them. Sometimes the
widening of the primary meaning occurs inclusively, maintaining the
closest connection to the core meaning, while at other times, it occurs
metaphorically, resulting in a greater distance from the core meaning.

Even within inclusive widenings, the degree of incorporation of the
central semantic components is not uniform. It has been stated that "the
theory of semantic components not only identifies the components of each
meaning but also demonstrates how components are added or omitted due
to changes in word meanings" (Mukhtar Omar, 2007: 102). These changes
in meaning arise within the linguistic context and result from the co-
occurrence of linguistic forms.

3. Research Method

Since this research is a library-based study, the data collection tools include
note-taking, classification, and content analysis. The methodology and
approach to addressing the research questions rely on a synchronic analysis
with a descriptive approach, focusing on relational semantics. On the other
hand, this theory, being rooted in the contextual approach, necessitates an
understanding of various contexts: linguistic, emotional, situational, and
cultural contexts.

However, in analyzing the polysemy of words, the primary emphasis is
on the linguistic context, as semantic relationships are identified along the
horizontal axis through the co-occurrence of collocations within the intra-
linguistic context.

4. Conclusion

The examination of the semantic culture of Nahj al-Balagha reveals that
applying certain modern semantic theories to religious texts can extract
various and systematic meanings of words within a linguistic context. This
article, based on the radial network theory, concludes that the "visual
perception; seeing with the eye" is the central member of the lexical entry
Nazar (meaning "to look" or "to observe"). In Nahj al-Balagha, this
linguistic unit has appeared 150 times, and beyond the core meaning, it
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becomes polysemous due to the context, the issue of alignment, and the
modifiers present in the speech. These semantic shifts, which are rooted in
semantic components, occur sometimes by adding components and
sometimes by omitting them. Modifications in the central meaning, which
involve variations in intensity, can lead to new meanings that may have one
or more elastic meaning(s). Among these, the semantic widening of Nazar
in the abstract concept of "paying attention," which is related to the domain
of cognition, exhibits the most elastic meanings.

This network progresses in two clusters: congruent and contrarian,
maintaining a relative balance between the two semantic clusters. The
semantic widening of the central member is categorized under both
inclusive and metaphorical widening to establish a systematic connection
between new meanings in the network. Within this framework,
metaphorical widening and the abstract concept exhibit the highest
frequency. Generally, the semantic widening of the sensory verb Nazar
covers cognitive, sensory, obedience and following, experiential,
educational, and other domains, with the cognitive domain being the most
prominent. In this network, the abstract concept of "Ghafleh" (Neglect)
shows complete overlap, while the abstract concepts of "Tadabbur"
(Reflection) and "obedience and following" show both complete and partial
overlaps with the prototype, along with partial overlaps with other
concepts.
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Abstract

Amidst contemporary concerns regarding the treatment of political and
ideological dissenters within Islam, it is imperative to scrutinize the historical
behavior of the Ahl al-Bayt. This study focuses on Imam Ali's interactions
with the Kharijites, a group that opposed him, to ascertain whether his
speeches directed at them, particularly after his triumph at the Battle of
Nahrawan, that is, during the peak of Imam's power over them, contain any
indications of rights violations or unjust suppression. Broadly, what do these
speeches reveal about Imam Ali's stance and policies towards the Kharijites?
For this purpose, the method of content analysis was employed, providing an
unbiased and specialized framework for interpreting texts, including the rich
narrative sources available. Based on the findings, the primary focus of Imam
Ali's post-victory speeches is to elucidate the characteristics of the Kharijite
faction. Moreover, the core and subsidiary themes of these speeches can be
classified into two overarching categories: 1) Imam Ali's efforts to clarify the
legitimacy or lack thereof for both sides of the conflict (his own and the
Kharijites'), and 2) his insistence on meting out minimal punishment to the
Kharijites while demonstrating maximum tolerance towards them.
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Extended Abstract

1. Introduction

This study investigates Imam Ali's discourse concerning his political and
ideological adversaries, the Kharijites, after the Battle of Nahrawan. The
longstanding allegations regarding violations of the rights of "political-
ideological opponents" within Islamic texts (Quran and Hadith) necessitate
examining how The Fourteen Infallibles addressed these adversaries. The
primary objective of this paper is to ascertain whether Imam Ali, following
his military triumph over the Kharijites—during the height of his authority
over the Kharijites —exerted his beliefs upon them through force and
oppression, thereby threatening their social stability and security. More
generally, this article aims to clarify the thematic content that Imam Ali
expressed about the Kharijites after his victory and explore how these
themes interrelate with one another, and the Kharijites themselves. This
will be accomplished by compiling a "coherent list" of themes derived from
Imam Ali's statements, which will serve to refute any allegations regarding
his tyrannical conduct towards these political-ideological adversaries while
elucidating his methodology in dealing with them.

While there exists a body of valuable literature addressing Imam Ali's
remarks about his opponents, these works typically lack the application of
quantitative and qualitative thematic content analysis methods in their
evaluations. Furthermore, many diverge from this study by analyzing all
Ali's discourse concerning the Kharijites or all his opponents, resulting in
differing objectives and focal points. Additionally, most studies aim to
present educational, propagandistic, or political frameworks based on
Imam Ali's teachings. In contrast, this paper focuses on elucidating the
nature of the themes present in Imam Ali's discourse while analyzing those
themes.

2. Theoretical Framework

This study exclusively examines the textual content of narrations rather
than their chains, utilizing a quantitative and qualitative approach to
thematic content analysis. Content analysis is a systematic method for
generating a list of themes inherent in any text. The statistical population
for this research consists of Imam Ali's narrations concerning the Kharijites
following the Battle of Nahrawan— those that are either addressed directly
to the Kharijites or addressed to others about the Kharijites. These
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narrations were extracted from historical and narrative texts, including Al-
Imama wa al-Siyasa, Ansab al-Ashraf, Tarikh-i Tabari, Nahj Al-Balagha,
and Tamam Nahj Al-Balagha. During extraction, efforts were made to
compile a relatively comprehensive collection, with selection and timing
determined by factors such as the narrator's clarification, the content of the
narration, or trust in the book itself.

3. Research Method

The identification of The Fourteen Infallibles' perspectives on their
political and ideological adversaries can be conducted through various
methods. However, since individuals often mask genuine thoughts behind
verbal expressions and an individual's discourse serves as a primary
indicator of beliefs, an effective approach for this identification involves
examining the "words" articulated by The Fourteen Infallibles regarding
their opponents. This examination should be complemented by established
scientific methods, such as thematic content analysis.

Thematic content analysis aims to achieve an accurate identification of
themes within each statement while producing a coherent list of these
themes. The methodology of content analysis operates under the
assumption that analyzing a speaker's verbal communications can reveal
their viewpoints and priorities (Wilkinson, 2003: 68). Within thematic
content analysis, the description of discourse is structured around themes
rather than isolated words and encompasses three distinct phases: pre-
analysis, exploration, and interpretation. During the pre-analysis phase,
relevant objectives and data are established. The exploration phase clarifies
the unit of analysis and coding procedures. Finally, in the interpretation
phase, the coded material undergoes inferential analysis (see Oliveira,
2016: 74-76).

4. Conclusion

The analysis of Ali Ibn Abi Talib’s discourse regarding the Kharijites

during the timeframe from the Battle of Nahrawan to his martyrdom

produced several key findings:

— Nearly fifty percent of Imam Ali's remarks are dedicated to articulating
the characteristics of both sides in the conflict (himself and the
Kharijites) to elucidate the validity or invalidity of each party's stance.

— The remaining portion of Imam Ali's statements focuses on detailing
various punishments and leniencies he exhibited towards the Kharijite
group. Significantly, themes related to leniency are far more abundant
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than those about punishment; therefore, Imam Ali's approach towards
the Kharijites prioritized leniency over punitive measures.

— Among the acts of leniency demonstrated by Imam Ali towards the
Kharijites was his allowance for debate, which can be interpreted as an
affirmation of freedom of expression—an essential component of
human rights.

— While Imam Ali did not recognize the Kharijites as a legitimate sect, his
punitive measures were only directed at those who committed one of
two offenses: 1. Attempts to murder and injure Imam Ali and his
followers, and 2. Armed insurrection against him and his supporters. So
punishing the Kharijites by Imam Ali only stemmed from their armed
and violent actions and not from their political and ideological
oppositions.

— Even when administering punishment to the Kharijites, Imam Ali
upheld principles of humanity and leniency; for example, he advocated
for their pardon from retribution, ordered that their dignity be preserved
while incarcerated, and arranged for medical care for those wounded
following the battles.

Considering these observations, and contrary to assertions made by
certain critics of Islam, even at the height of his authority over the
Kharijites—particularly after defeating them militarily—Imam Ali
refrained from constraining them or attempting to strip away their political
and 1deological freedoms through oppression or force.
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Abstract

Discussing the relationship between ethics and politics and searching for a
way to regulate the relationship between these two important areas of human
life has been one of the most important concerns of philosophers and political
thinkers in the history of human thought since Plato. In this essay, with
reference to Nahj al-Balaghah, as one of the significant and influential texts
in the intellectual heritage of Islam and Iran - which is the narration of Imam
Ali's (a.s.) moral encounter with the world and the result of the lived
experience of that noble person as the caliph of Muslims in one of the most
critical periods of Islamic history, an attempt has been made to examine and
analyze the approach of this text in facing the fundamental question of the
relationship between ethics and politics, using the analytical method. The
results indicate that in the tragic situation of adhering to moral principles and
rules, on the one hand, and the durability and stability of his government, on
the other hand, in spite of his accurate and intelligent understanding of the
realities of the society and his knowledge of conventional and usual ways of
politics and maintaining power, in the framework of his monotheistic
ontology, Imam prefers maintaining the dignity of human beings and
observing moral principles and avoiding violence, intimidation, deception,
and terrorism over the survival of power and government - a government that
is aimed at the public interest.

Keywords: Ethics, Politics, Tragedy, Nahj al-balagha, human dignity,
public interest.
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Extended Abstract

1. Introduction

Politics and ethics are two important realms related to human life. The

former is concerned with the management of public life and the

organization of the city, while the latter seeks to ensure individual salvation

and happiness. The difference in goals, logic, and principles sometimes

causes politics and ethics to be in conflict in practice, placing individuals

in the difficult and tragic situation of choosing between individual salvation

or public interest. This tragic conflict is one of the major dilemmas in the

history of political thought, challenging politicians and political thinkers in

adopting appropriate approaches to regulate the relationship between ethics

and politics. In this context, four major models have emerged regarding the

relationship between ethics and politics:

1. The model of ethical precedence and the ethical engineering of politics

2. The model based on the priority of politics and political efficiency over
ethical matters

The model of intersubjective ethics

4. The model of ethical asceticism and withdrawal from the world of

politics.

(98]

2. Theoretical Framework

In this article, the concept of tragedy is used as a framework to understand
the nature of the relationship between ethics and politics. Nietzsche views
tragedy as having an ontological nature, but with Hegel and ultimately
Hannah Arendt, this concept becomes a framework for understanding the
world and the actions arising from that understanding. From Arendt's
perspective, tragedy stems from the distinction between the nature of
political matters and 'truth-based' matters. In other words, politics is based
on human will and action based on agreement and acceptance. Due to its
comprehensive nature, politics requires considering the opinions and
positions of those who live with us in a shared world. Any correct judgment
and representation of public interests and the sustainability of the political
world requires considering the opinions and positions of those who live
with us in the shared political world. However, unlike politics, truth-based
matters such as ethical and philosophical truths are characterized by their
compelling nature. They exist in a transcendent position beyond any
agreement and consent and demand unconditional acknowledgment. Truth-
based matters relate to humans in their singular state and are inherently
non-political. Their entry into the realm of politics entails conflicts and
contradictions that place the agent in a tragic situation.
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3. Research Method

This research aims to analytically, and within the framework of tragedy,
examine the relationship between ethics and politics in Nahj al-Balagha—
a text that reflects Imam Ali's (AS) lived experiences during one of the most
challenging periods in the Islamic political history. In this context, initially,
the tragic elements and components in Imam Ali's (AS) worldview towards
the world, in general, and politics, in particular, are analyzed. Then, Imam
Ali's ethical orientation toward these matters and the normative
components arising from this orientation are investigated.

4. Conclusion

The results of the present study show that Imam Ali's (AS) complete
adherence to monotheistic ethics in the ontological realm, on the one hand,
and his realism in the realm of politics and its requirements, on the other,
has given a tragic appearance to his government.

This tragic aspect gives rise to an ethical-political model that creates
different ethical and political consequences when faced with the interests
of governance and power, on the one hand and the interests of society and
the people, on the other. This means that the monotheistic and idealistic
and absolute ethics of Imam Ali (AS) neither permit the ethical engineering
of society at the cost of violence and coercion nor seeks to gain, maintain,
and stabilize power and governance at the cost of violating ethical
standards. On the other hand, when this monotheistic ethics is combined
with the Imam's realism and awareness of the positive requirements of the
people's and government's sustainability, it creates positive and
unassailable intersubjective norms that place the preservation of human
dignity and the public interest at the forefront of these norms.
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Abstract

Taking responsibility for divine order is one of the religious duties of human
beings, the success of which depends on meeting the special conditions that
Ali (AS) mentioned as the most important ones in Hikmat 110. The present
article is an attempt to explain these conditions and examine the results of
adhering to them in the success of the divine order establisher, as well as the
harms of not adhering to them in the individual's failure using an analytical-
descriptive approach. Ali (AS) considered avoiding the three vices of
"relenting", "collaboration (with false people)" and "Carnal desires and greed"
as the most important conditions for success in establishing divine order,
which leads to the achievement of the virtues of courage, dignity and
steadfastness, and provides the fundamental basis for an individual's success.
Failure to avoid any of the vices and falling into them leads to numerous
abnormalities and hinders a person's success; relenting causes weakness and
stupidity and destroys courage and honesty; collaboration with false people
causes depersonalization and humiliation and submission to falsehood, and
carnal desires and greed also cause slavery to personal greed and destroy faith
and steadfastness. Simultaneous avoidance of all three of the aforementioned
vices leads to the emergence of a spirit of courage, bounty, and contentment,
and frees the individual from the servility, bowing down to the common
people, and coveting their wealth.
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Extended Abstract

1. Introduction

God has sent a single religion to guide humanity and has made its
establishment one of the essential duties of the prophets. Due to the
importance of this divine mission and its continuity throughout history, it
is essential to address the most important conditions for the success of those
who establish the rule of Allah. In this regard, while citing the word of
wisdom number 110 from Nahj al-Balagha, three basic conditions have
been mentioned, the observance of which leads to success in the mission of
establishing the rule of Allah, and the failure to observe them leads to
failure and disappointment. In this article, an attempt has been made to
examine the text and document of the wisdom in question, explain the
literal and idiomatic meanings of its expressions, and examine the impact
of each on the success or failure of rulers.

2. Theoretical Framework

Establishing the rule of Allah and governing society requires conditions
that not everyone, regardless of their spirit or characteristics, is able to do
and will succeed in implementing. The Holy Quran, the infallible Imams
(AS), and scholars and thinkers in their numerous works have referred to
many conditions, each of which is considered a step towards success. In
Nabhj al-Balagha, Imam Ali (AS) has mentioned several conditions for the
success of a ruler and reformer of society, and the conditions mentioned in
Hekmat 110 are particularly important in this respect as it exclusively
mentions three basic conditions, the careful and correct observance of
which will cause God's decree to be carried out on earth, and will lead to
the reformation of society, the organization of people's affairs, and human
happiness. On the other hand, ignoring the aforementioned conditions and
failing to observe them also prepares the ground for a person to fall into all
kinds of vices and causes the mission of establishing the rule of Allah to
fail.

Muslim scholars and commentators of Nahj al-Balagha have made efforts
to explain the aforementioned wisdom and have referred to valuable
discussions that, while having strong points, have an important
shortcoming, which is the lack of comprehensiveness of the discussions
presented in this regard; in many works, only the literal meaning of words
has been explained; in others, a very brief explanation and description has
been presented, and in some works, as required by the discussion, a part of
the aforementioned wisdom has been referred to. In order to compensate
for these deficiencies, the present article attempts to take a comprehensive
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look at the aforementioned wisdom. In this regard, while referring to the
series of documents of the aforementioned wisdom and the lexical
meanings and idiomatic concepts of its important and key expressions, it
explains the role of each of them in providing the basis for the success of
the ruler of society, and refers in detail to the consequences of ignoring
each of these conditions, which causes numerous anomalies.

3. Research Method

In this study, an attempt was made to examine, by resorting to the
descriptive-analytical method, the text of Nahj al-Balagha and the
numerous commentaries and interpretations presented on it, as well as the
numerous works of Muslim thinkers of past centuries and the present, and
to explain the conditions for the success of the ruler and the implementer
of the rule of Allah from the perspective of Hekmat (wisdom) 110 of Nahj
al-Balagha. The aforementioned Hekmat considers the basic conditions for
success in governance to be the simultaneous avoidance of three vices:
"relenting", "collaboration to false people" and "Carnal desires and greed".
In order to understand the meanings of these three vices and their true
meaning, numerous dictionaries, including Ibn Manzur's Lisan al-Arab,
were referred to, and in explaining the anomalies resulting from them,
hadith books, including Usul al-Kafi and interpretations of Nahj al-
Balagha, including Minhaj al-Baraa' by Sayyid Abul-Qasim al-Khu'i, were
used.

4. Conclusion

Establishing the rule of Allah, meaning governing and maintaining the
religion, practicing its pillars, and guiding others, is one of the heavenly
missions and religious duties of all righteous people throughout history,
and success in it depends on having specific personality and moral
characteristics. The most important conditions for success in this mission,
from the perspective of Hekmat 110 of Nahj al-Balagha, are the
simultaneous avoidance of the three vices of "relenting", "collaboration
with false people" and "Carnal desires and greed"; "relenting," whether in
the sense of "bribing" or "compromising," removes the religious
practitioner from the circle of truth-telling and seeking justice and it takes
away the courage and boldness to defend values. Also, "Collaboration with
false people," whether in the sense of "humiliation and contempt" or
"collaboration with false people," causes a person to neglect the truth and
leads to polytheism and violating divine commands, and "Carnal desires
and greed" is also considered the root of all corruption and perversion, as
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it destroys a person's spiritual freedom and independence, turning them into
a humble and contemptible slave.
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