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Abstract

Communication is one of the most extensive, important and complex social
aspects of human life. Organizational communication is an important issue in
organizations and the most important task of every manager is to develop an
effective organizational communication system. It has been proved by
experience that if correct communication is not established in the organization,
the flow of activities and processes is disrupted and actions are not performed
correctly. The factor that can solve this problem so that it can help the
individual and the organization, according to the Valuable words of Ameer al-
Momineen Ali bn Abi-Talib (peace be upon him), is wisdom. Communication,
if combined with wisdom, can be useful in the effectiveness of individual,
group and organizational interactions. For this purpose, in this research, the
topic of wisely organizational communication is investigated. This research is
qualitative in terms of data type, exploratory in terms of purpose, and inductive
in terms of approach. In this research, documentary method and theoretical
analysis were used, and among the various strategies of qualitative research,
thematic analysis strategy was used. By carefully examining and studying the
statements of Nahj al-Balagha, 282 basic themes were extracted and from the
continuous combination and comparison of basic themes and based on
conceptual and semantic affinity, 43 organizing themes and after examining
the organizing themes in terms of content and nature and according to the
literature and the background of the field of communication, 6 global themes
(individual communication catalyst, collective communication catalyst,
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communication barriers, communication priority makers, communication
wisdom makers and consequences) were obtained.

Keywords: Imam Ali(pbuh), Nahj al-Balagha, Communication,
Organizational Communication, Wisely Communication.

Extended Abstract

1. Introduction

Humans need to be with each other in the community, so that this need is
the factor that attracts them to each other. Therefore, due to facing problems
and difficulties in life, humans need to establish friendship with their fellow
humans. In psychological studies, in the study of the hierarchy of needs,
the need to connect and communicate with others is considered one of the
most important needs, which is the introduction of social relationship and
the formation of social interactions. It can be stated that the existence of an
organization is dependent on communication and every organization
spends most of its time in order to communicate. Coordination between the
organization's employees and creating an effective communication network
requires proper communication. Without communication, there will be no
organization, and as a result, the possibility of group influence on
individual behavior is not possible. The extent of organizational
communication and its being intertwined with organization and
management activities highlights the role of organizational communication
so that it can be said that many organizational problems originate from
weak communication. Many organizational problems are caused by
incorrect communication context and lack of attention to organizational
communication, and if the managers were aware of these issues, they would
have done their related tasks with higher effectiveness. In this research, it
is tried to investigate communication by using the words of Ali(pbuh) in
Nah;j al-Balagha and to prepare and compile a model of wise organizational
communication.

2. Theoretical Framework

One of the main causes of problems in today's world is the inability of
humans to communicate with others in a proper way. Some people do not
communicate effectively. Research shows that most of people's problems
are caused by ineffective communication between them. Ineffective
communication creates a deep distance between people, which occurs in
people's life experiences in career, family, educational and social fields.
Poor communication can be a source of conflict and has a fundamental role
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in the formation of problems and incompatibilities. Inefficient
interpersonal communication can divert the attitudes and activities of
employees from the basic path and act as an obstacle in the development
and application of organizational talents. Inefficient interactions and
communications in the organization change the attitudes and activities of
employees accordingly. Experience has shown that if proper
communication is not established in the organization, the flow of affairs is
disturbed and the work is not completed. Undoubtedly, one of the factors
hindering the effectiveness of the organization is ineffective
communication in the organization, which can lead to other complications
for the organization.

Obviously, any action combined with wisdom can lead to human
success and ultimately individual or organizational excellence. Wisdom
can combine the behavior of employees with tact. In fact, successful
organizations have been able to create knowledge, insight and wise
behavior in their managers and employees. Therefore, the creation and
development of rationalization in the behavior of employees can be a very
important factor in individual, group and organizational success.
Communication is one of the topics that must be wise. Wise
communication means creating interactions with deep understanding and
insight in order to eliminate the problems and challenges of the work
environment.

3. Research Method

For this purpose, in this research, the topic of wise organizational
communication was investigated. This research is qualitative in terms of
data type, exploratory in terms of purpose, and inductive in terms of
approach. In this research, documentary method and theoretical study were
used, and among the various strategies of qualitative research, thematic
analysis strategy was used.

4. Conclusion

By carefully examining and studying the statements of Nahj al-Balagha,
282 basic themes were extracted and from the continuous combination and
comparison of basic themes and based on conceptual and semantic affinity,
43 organizing themes and after examining the organizing themes in terms
of content and nature and drawing on the literature and the background of
the field of communication, 6 global themes (individual communication
catalyst, collective communication catalyst, communication barriers,
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communication priority makers, communication wisdom makers and
consequences) were obtained
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Abstract

Critical discourse analysis analyzes and explains texts with a systematic
approach. One of the basic propositions of critical analysis is to pay attention
to the human actors, which is constructed and represented in the context of
discourse. Van Leeuwen, one of the critical discourse theorists, presents an
inventory of sociosemantic factors related to the way of representation of
social actors. This network consists of two main components: elimination and
statement, and each of them has several sub-components. Through them, one
can understand the ideology, and the hidden intentions of the discourse
owners. In the present research, the special discourse of Imam Ali in the
sermon of Shagshaqiya is analyzed based on the descriptive-analytical method
from the perspective of Van Leeuwen's model, considering the special
importance of this sermon and the importance of the actors participating in
this sermon. By analysis of discourse-oriented constructions from the total
components of Exclusion and Inclusion, it can be understood that Imam
(pbuh) does not want to mention the names of people, especially the usurping
caliphs and members of the six-member council. They have been represented
as active actors to realize their desires in a collective action and reaction
through Personalization subcomponents, or have been addressed in general
using terms such as "Al-Shuri", "Al-Jama'a", "Al-Nazair". The non-use of the
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element of Honorification indicates that no legitimate right has been given to
them in the Imam's discourse. Imam is an actor who has assigned a high
frequency of passivation. By examining the difference between the explicit
and implicit components, it was found that Imam’s discourse refers to
explicit categories.

Keywords: Shagshaqiya Sermon, Imam Ali, Critical discourse analysis,
representation, social actors, sociosemantic, Van Leeuwen.

Extended Abstract

1. Introduction

The concept of discourse and discourse analysis as an approach that
fundamentally emphasizes qualitative and interpretive aspects in addition
to quantitative aspects, is a framework that has found a special place in
social research in the discovery of meaning. Due to the widespread use of
discourse in various fields, we see different definitions and approaches in
discourse and discourse analysis, but what is intended in this research is the
scientific and linguistic concept of discourse, because the discourse can be
considered as the generator and originator of the ideology that is hidden in
it and embodied through linguistic tools. One of the discourse analysis
approaches that is of interest to social science researchers and other fields
is critical discourse; Critical discourse analysis has paid attention to
ideological processes, relations between language and power and ideology
in the investigation of linguistic phenomena and discourse practices, and it
places linguistic and non-linguistic elements together with the background
knowledge of the actors under study.

2. Theoretical framework

Van Leeuwen (1947) is a linguist, writer, director and professor of
communication theory. Although he is considered one of the main
developers of social semiotics, he presents a list of ways of representing
social actors in critical discourse ana\lysis (1996) with a different approach
from other pioneers of CDA, using socio-semantic components in his
article entitled "Representation of Social Actors",. and defines and explains
each one. In defining and explaining his model, he says: the study of the
sociological-semantic components of the discourse creates a deeper and
more comprehensive understanding of the text than the study of the
linguistic components because these components are more effective in
showing the lower layers of the text. Van Leeuwen's model (2008)
generally consists of two main components called Exclusion and Inclusion.
Each of the processes of Exclusion and Inclusion may happen in one of the
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forms of Suppression, Backgrounding, Activation, Passivation,
Personalization, Impersonalization, Genericization and Specification type,
each of which has different types of special sub-components.
Shagshaghieh's sermon is a suitable discourse material for analysis based
on the "Van Leeuwen" model due to the fact that it has a variety of social
actors and characters and people are embodied in it as individual actors. On
the other hand, attention and emphasis on the agent and the human factor
leads to a greater tendency towards the context of the text in the
interpretation of the texts. When we choose among the types of participants
in the representation of actors, this choice can be ideologically meaningful.
For this purpose, Chi-Squared Test was used to compare the ratio of each
of the main components and Binomial Test was used to measure their
significance.

3. Research method

The present study, using the descriptive-analytical method, seeks to
investigate and analyze the way of representation of social agents in
Shagshaghia sermon. In order to apply Van Leeuwen's systematic network
to the text of the sermon, first by examining each part of the sermon, social
actors, i.e., all the people who participated in the events and statements of
the sermon, were extracted, then the way of representation and presence of
each of these agents in the various situations were evaluated and analyzed
based on the socio-semantic components that Van Leeuwen proposed in his
model.

4. Conclusion

By examining and analyzing the representation of social agents in the
sermon of Shagshaqiyah, a total of 308 examples of sociological-semantic
components were obtained from the text of the sermon. The received data
indicate that the usage rate of the Inclusion component is relatively higher
than the usage frequency of the Exclusion component; Data related to the
total rate of use of two sub-components of Exclusion, that is, Suppression
and Backgrounding, show that Backgrounding has been used many more
times in Imam's speech and it shows that he does not want to use the
Suppression element. Out of a total of 308 components, 198 components
are related to various types of Inclusion components, among which,
respectively, personalization and activation have more frequency; In
personalization with the Determination element, the sub-components of
Relational identification and negative Appraisement were the most
frequently used; In Relational identification, Uthman and Abd al-Rahman
bin Auf are the actors who are represented with relative relations indicating
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the special importance that the Umayyads attached to genealogy, which is
clearly inferred from the speech of Imam (a.s.). The people have been
represented in negative Appraisement because of the way they turned to
Imam to pledge and their breaking the pledge as well as Uthman and the
members of the Shura each because of their wrong behavior and
performance during this process. Personalization through Association had
a high frequency compared to other Personalization sub-components in the
sermon text. The members of the six-member council and the successors
of Rashedin are among the activists who have been represented by this
component because of the common goals they were pursuing; Active
activists both in taking over the caliphate and in dividing the caliphate
among themselves, and, in other words, in looting the public properties, a
group that participated in a collective action and reaction to realize their
own decisions and wishes are mentioned in the whole sermon.

From a total of 30 components of passivation, the actor who has the
highest percentage of passivity and inactivity in the sermon is Imam Ali
himself and then the people of the society who are represented as objects
that were subjected to the policies and actions and reactions of the caliphs.
Although Imam (a.s.) has a strong presence in the sermon, his presence is
represented in the form of a passive actor; Amir al-Mu'minin (a.s.)
surrendered in such circumstances to preserve the interests of Muslims, the
stability of Islam and to preserve the position of the Qur'an as a citizen.

Determining the nature was also expressed in the text of the sermon with
the two elements of Individualization and Assimilation; In the speech of
Imam (a.s.) what is taken from the constructions of discourse is that he does
not want to mention the names of individuals, especially in cases where the
caliphs or members of the six-member council are mentioned, they are
referred to in a general form of reference with titles such as "Al-Shuri" ",
"Al-Jama'ah", "Al-Nazir" etc., or using a reference set in the form of
numbers and figures such as "The First" and "The Third" instead of
mentioning the names of the caliphs, he refrains from mentioning their
names directly. In addition, the non-representation of actors by
Honorification element is related to the political vision of Imam (a.s.), who
did not consider any legitimacy for the rule of the Rashedin caliphs.

And finally, to measure the mystery of the text from the total of explicit
and hidden components, 58% of the text was found to be dedicated to the
explicit components indicating that Imam's discourse is not hidden.
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Abstract

In explaining the relationship between God and the creatures, a statement from
Amir al-Mu'minin (peace be upon him) has been mentioned and Tabarsi's "Al-
Ihtjaj" has been cited as the source of this statement. This phrase is as follows:
“His monotheism is distinguishing Him from His creation, and the distinction
between His creations is distinct in attributes, and there is no complete
separation between Him and His creations™. (e &5 jidl 45 5 catls: 12 838 043
43 G4 ¥). The important function of the mentioned statement, considering that

Tabarsi did not mention a document for his narration, motivated us to
investigate the authenticity of this statement. In this regard, it became clear
that this statement was mentioned in the long and little-known sermon of Amir
al-Mu'minin (peace be upon him) with the title "Al- Al-Yaitimah". To this day,
apparently, the oldest record of it is related to Qazi Noman in the 4th century
of Hijri. This sermon, in fact, is the main source of sermon 186 of Nah;j al-
Balaghah, which Sayyed Razi considered to contain the principles of
monotheism. The mentioned statement has been mentioned in the sermon of
al-Dura as well as the words attributed to Hossein Ibn Mansour al-Hallaj. But
Hallaj's statement is actually a summary statement of some phrases of Al-Dura
Al-Yatimah. Mentioning the verses of this sermon, in the rest of the statements
of the Ahl al-Bayt (peace be upon them) as well as the presence of similar
hadiths with the statement mentioned in al-Ihtjaj, makes the attribution of these
statements to Amir al-Mu'minin (peace be upon him) very strong and makes it
preferable to attribute it to him.
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Authenticity of Nahj al-Balaghah, Monotheistic Expressions.

Extended Abstract

1. Introduction

Abu Mansiir, Ahmad b. “Al1 b. Abi Talib al-Tabrist (6th century Hijri)
states in "al-ihtijaj “ala ahl al-lajaj " that during a sermon, Amir al-Mu'minin
(peace be upon him) said: "His signs are a proof of Him (Dalylohu
ayatohu / «y7 «s) And finding Him or His existence is His proof (Wojiidohu
ithbatohu / s e3529) And knowing Him is knowing Him as One (Ma‘riftohu
tawhydohu / o4~y 48,2:) and His monotheism is distinguishing Him from His

creation, and the distinction between His creations is distinct in attributes,
and there is no complete separation between Him and His creations
(Tawhidohu tamyizohu ‘an khalqihi wa hokmu altamyizi bayniinatu sifatin
12 bayntinatu ‘uzlatin / #j &5 ¥ ihe s jwed) (S 5 alls o5 03 od5) (Al-Tabrisl,
1982: 1/201).

2. Theoretical Framework

Shia mystics and philosophers have paid a lot of attention to the verses
mentioned in the above-mentioned phrase due to the many compatibilities
they have seen between them and the theological and mystical thoughts.
Allameh Tabatabai says about these phrases: "By God! This is the most
amazing statement and the most interesting interpretation; It makes the
heart restless and the mind bewildered; Because in the shortest sentences
and the strongest arguments, he raised a series of the most difficult
problems of divine philosophy. (Tabataba’'i, 2009: 67). In the usual
writings that remain from the Imamiyyah, the mentioned phrase or parts of
it are quoted from al-ihtijaj, but the problem here is that al-Tabris1 did not
mention a document for this phrase, or for most of the narrations that he
recorded in his authorship; However, in the introduction of al-ihtijaj, he
justifies the non-mention of the documents of most of the narrations by
mentioned such reasons as "the existence of consensus on them" or "their
agreement with reason" or "their fame among supporters and opponents"
(al-Tabrist, 1982: 1/14).

Now, considering that for an inquiring mind that seeks to know the
religious teachings of Imams (peace be upon them), especially in the field
of monotheistic issues, which is considered the main focus of religion, it is
necessary to ensure the correctness of the attribution of religious hadiths to
the imams, and on the other hand, considering that the mentioned
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statements have always been used by philosophers and mystics to establish
their monotheistic views, the authenticity of these phrases seems essential.
In this article, the main issue is whether it is possible to accept the
authenticity of the attribution of these phrases to Amir al-Mu'minin (peace
be upon him). In this regard, first, an attempt was made to find these phrases
in the works of the predecessors, and finally, considering the traditions
similar to this phrase, the attribution of these phrases to Amir al-Mu'minin
(peace be upon him) is discussed.

3. Research Method

The present research is based on the library research method. Data was
collected based on manuscripts and printed sources and then analyzed and
reviewed.

4. Conclusion

The investigations carried out regarding monotheistic phrases quoted by
Amir al-Mu'minin (peace be upon him) in al-TabrisT's "al-ihtijaj" show that
these paragraphs were selected from the famous sermon called Al-Dura Al-
Yatimah. So far, among the works of Imamiyyah that have reached us, the
first written text of this sermon was written by Ali Ibn Ahmad Al-Sadidi in
684 AH. After that, this sermon was written by "al-safar al-Helli" in 729
A.H, and some mistakenly included it in the "Appendixes of Nahj al-
Balaghah" by Ibn Naqa! al-Kufi. Before this date, among the Imamiyya, we
have witnessed the appearance of parts of this sermon and even the title
"Al-Dura al-Yatimah" in the works of the Imamiyya. And after that date,
attention to this sermon can be seen in the works of some Imamiyyah. But
among the non- Imamiyyah heritage, in "Al-Tawhid-li-llah" al-Qadi al-
Nu'man (363 A.H.), we come across a sermon entitled "Al-Dura Al-
Yitimiyyah fi Al-Tawhid" which, in terms of content, includes the
monotheistic paragraphs intended in this writing. This writing is the oldest
document found so far in my search for the desired statements from Amir
al-Momineen (peace be upon him). The attribution of this sermon in the 4th
century of Hijri with the same title to Amir al-Mu'minin (peace be upon
him) has been confirmed by some Fatimid Shiites with the documents they
had. And also the phrases attributed to Hussain bin Mansour al-Hallaj,
which include part of the monotheistic verses in question in this article, are
actually brief excerpts from the sermon of al-Dura Al-Yitimah. The fame
of attributing the sermon of Al-Dura al-Yitima to Amir al-Mu'minin, peace
be upon him, indicates the correctness of attributing the verses to him. In
addition, mentioning similar terms and phrases in many hadiths narrated
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from the Imams (peace be upon them), ensures that they are definitely
attributable to Imam (peace be upon him).
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Abstract

Permanent Court of International Justice (PCIJ) advisory opinion in the case
concerning Minority Schools in Albania (6 April 1935) is considered to be the
most significant turning point in the international protection of minorities.
Being written thorough a descriptive-analytical method and desk research, this
paper aims at analyzing the grounds for the necessity of protecting minorities
in the lights of this advisory opinion while referring to Islamic views and
Nahj-al-Balaghah. PCIJ emphasizes the necessity of the realization of equality
in fact between the minority and the majority, preservation of identity-related
features of minority groups and securing amicable relations between the
minority and the majority population as interlocked and intertwined goals.
Based on this viewpoint, transition from formal equality to substantial
equality, safeguarding cultural diversity and maintenance of global peace and
security are the grounds which justify the reason for protecting minorities in
this discourse and clarify its necessity. Furthermore, given the nature of
Dhimmah agreement, life conduct of the Prophet (PUH) and Imam Ali (AS)
as well as Nahj-al-Balaghah, Islam has attempted to enable non-Muslims to
preserve their distinctive identity, so as to avoid the scourge of conflict and
violence in the Islamic community, and make the Zemmis the citizen of the
Islamic state to enjoy human rights equal to other members of the society.
According to the findings of the paper, there is a relative conformity and
compatibility between human rights discourse and Islamic thoughts in the
philosophy of minority protection.
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Extended Abstract

1. Introduction

Nowadays, respecting human dignity and human rights as the shield for
safeguarding it is regarded as a foundation of the social order. Interestingly,
governments play a pivotal role in this regard. Legitimacy of governing
systems is assessed according to respecting human dignity and its related
human rights. The protection of minorities and of the rights and freedoms
of persons belonging to those minorities in its own turn forms an integral
part of the international protection of human rights, and as such it falls
within the scope of international co-operation. Furthermore, religious
minorities have been a serious Islamic concern from the outset of its
revelation. Islam clearly asserts that minorities should be treated equally by
the State which follows Islam. Fundamental rights are available to the
minorities in Islamic territories. Besides, they are having certain special
rights for the preservation of their culture and religion. In its advisory
opinion of April 6™, 1935 regarding the schools of Greek minorities in
Albania, the Permanent Court of International Justice (PCLJ), of which the
UN 1992 Declaration on the Rights of Persons belonging to National or
Ethnic, Religious and Linguistic Minorities is a manifestation, presented
the intellectual foundation of international minority rights law as follows:
securing the peaceful coexistence of minorities and other communities
while keeping their exclusive characteristics. For the realization of these
goals, first of all, minority groups should be able to equally enjoy all other
nationals’ rights without any discrimination and then have access to the
necessary facilities and requirements for preserving their distinctive
characteristics and traditions. The PCIJ believed that these two
requirements are interrelated because real equality between a majority and
minority cannot be realized unless minority groups enjoy their own
institutions, and, they are not forced to neglect what constitutes their life as
a minority. According to the PCIJ advisory opinion, the goals of minority
protection can be divided into instrumental and intrinsic goals. Hence, the
instrumental goal of minority protection is to constitute peaceful
coexistence among minorities and majorities and, consequently, to
maintain the internal security and stability of the host State whereas the
intrinsic goal is to protect and promote the cultural diversity of
communities as a common heritage of humanity.
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2. Theoretical framework

Hundreds of years ago, only religious minorities were of concern for
international minority rights law. Nevertheless, since the French and
American revolutions, protections have been on a rather secular basis. The
basis for enjoying human rights is the fundamental principle of intrinsic,
non-derogable and absolute dignity of human beings. Due to the
‘vulnerability’ of minorities, persons belonging to minority groups need
special protections and privileges to maintain their human dignity and
realize substantive equality — in addition to protections allocated to human
beings in international law. The principle of non-discrimination bridges the
gap between the general system of human rights and international minority
rights law. Although the non-discrimination principle is one of minorities’
main demands and a fundamental principle of international human rights
law, rights of minorities are not realized and secured only through it. They
must enjoy special rights and privileges. Enjoyment of special rights for
minorities does not mean more rights. These are the requirements of
substantive justice and the specific characteristics of persons belonging to
minorities in comparison to non-minorities necessitate these special
protections and rights. Due to the specific and vulnerable status of minority
groups and their non-dominant position, the obligation of states to observe
the equality of all individuals before the law (formal non-discrimination
and equality) does not suffice for the protection of minorities. The
realization of substantive equality necessitates special and affirmative
action for removing social, economic and cultural deficiencies of minority
groups. Formal non-discrimination suffices for equality in general human
rights system and has an appropriate effectiveness; however, it is not able
to meet the different needs and fails to develop the distinguished
capabilities of persons belonging to minorities. If under the general human
rights system, any distinction and superiority on grounds such as ethnicity,
race, gender, language or religion is regarded as discriminative
consequently being forbidden, paying no attention to specific
characteristics of persons belonging to vulnerable groups such as minorities
results in indirect discrimination and impairs substantive equality. Thus,
persons belonging to minorities who are known to be vulnerable must be
treated differently from those of majority populations. Furthermore, it is
necessary to perform affirmative action on behalf of them. It is clear that
having different treatment and performing affirmative action for the benefit
of persons belonging to minority groups in comparison to those of
majorities should not be regarded as discriminative; this different treatment
and affirmative action are to realize substantive equality and prevent
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indirect or substantive discrimination. The PCIJ advisory opinion in the
case concerning Minority Schools in Albania is considered to be the most
significant turning point in the international protection of minorities in
relation to these subjects and, as a consequence, deserves a detailed
analysis while referring to Islamic views and Nahj-al-Balaghah.

3. Research Method

Based on a descriptive-analytical method and desk research, this paper
aims at analyzing the grounds for the necessity of protecting minorities in
the light of the aforementioned advisory opinion while referring to Islamic
views and Nahj-al-Balagha.

4. Conclusion

PCIJ emphasizes the necessity of the realization of equality in fact between
the minority and the majority, preservation of identity-related features of
minority groups and securing amicable relations between the minority and
the majority population as interlocked and intertwined goals. Based on this
viewpoint, transition from formal equality to substantial equality,
safeguarding cultural diversity and maintenance of global peace and
security are the grounds which justify the reason for protecting minorities
in this discourse and clarify its necessity. Furthermore, given the nature of
Dhimmah agreement, life conduct of the Prophet (PUH) and Imam Ali (AS)
as well as Nahj-al-Balaghah, Islam has attempted to enable non-Muslims
to preserve their distinctive identity, and avoid the scourge of conflict and
violence in the Islamic community, and the Zemmis can become the citizen
of the Islamic state and enjoy human rights equal to other members of the
society. Accordingly, there is a relative conformity and compatibility
between human rights discourse and Islamic thoughts in the philosophy of
minority protection.
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v. Same treatment and security in law and in fact
v. Equality in fact

. Equilibrium

o. See: Hashemi, 2006: 2-3.
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1. In particular
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3. Equality in fact
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5. See: Hashemi, 2006: 2-3.
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Abstract

Nahj al-Balagha is a book containing the statements of Imam Ali (peace be
upon him) compiled by Sharif Razi. Imam's letter to Muhammad bin Abi Bakr
is one of the letters that was written to his agent in Egypt under the influence
of time, place and culture. This letter is mentioned in detail in the sources
before Sayyed Razi, which contains the contents and recommendations that
the Umayyad rulers used as decrees and orders in governance. In this letter,
Imam orders the people of Egypt and his agents to observe divine piety and
fear death, the grave, and the conditions of Purgatory and resurrection, citing
verses from the Qur'an. His Holiness expressed his documents in the form of
eight discourses and explained the Sunnah (tradition) of the Prophet to the
people of Egypt in the form of meditation in the details of jurisprudence. This
article analyzes the text of the letter in the sources before Seyyed Razi using
a descriptive and analytical method according to the influence of time and
place and the geography of the word. The results show that the previous beliefs
and convictions of the rulers and the social, political and cultural conditions
of the Egyptian people have been influential in the Quranic citations of the
Prophet and issuing letters with a warning approach and attention and
reflection on the details of the prophetic tradition.
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Extended Abstract

1. Introduction

Letter 27 of Nahj al-Balagha is one of dozens of letters that Hazrat Amir
(PBUH) wrote to his agents. Seyyed Razi included this letter in Nahj al-
Balaghah in a brief form and he did not mention the major part of it i.e. the
reference to the Qur'anic verses and the topics of resurrection, Purgatory,
death and recommendations. In the old sources before Seyyed Razi, such
as Al-Gharat, Tuhf al-Aqool, and Amali Mofid, the letter is described in
detail, which contains important tips and recommendations for people and
government officials. One of the important issues that should be taken into
account in the analysis and review of hadiths is the attention to the space
of issuance and the geography of speech, which is referred to as the cause
of issuance of hadith or the cause of issuance of hadith in the case of
issuance of hadith. Wise people, in their lives and conversations, get the
meaning and purpose of every word according to the space in which the
word was issued because the reasons for entering the hadith, such as the
revelation of the verse, helps to clarify the space of the question and the
space of issuing the hadith; as a result, knowing the existing evidence, the
surrounding environment and the culture of the transmission, the
geography of the word, the space, and the time and place of the
transmission have an impact on a better understanding of the hadith.
Undoubtedly, time and place and its requirements have an effect on the
analysis of the text because the time and place of issue are among the clues
that lead to an accurate understanding of the text. The time and place of
issuance, in addition to playing a fundamental role in the analysis of the
text as a logical assumption, are also effective in understanding the subject
and expressing the thoughts and details of the text. It is in the shadow of
understanding the culture of issuing and the geography of the word and its
necessity that the way of speaking, the theoretical and practical course of
Imam Ali (a.s.), the preference of some decrees over others (in terms of the
most important rule), the development and quality and the way of
expressing that meaning finds significance. In this article, the author is in
the position of finding an answer to the question what was the role of the
element of time and place in issuing the letter of Imam Ali (a.s.) to
Muhammad bin Abi Bakr? Why did Imam, peace be upon him, refer to the
verses of the Makkah Surah regarding the grave, death, Purgatory, and
resurrection in this letter? What is the reason for the Prophet's emphasis on
the details of the prophetic tradition?
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2. Research Method

In this research, the text of letter 27 of Nah;j al-Balagheh was examined and
analyzed in narrative books before Sharif Razi, such as Al-Gharat by
Ibrahim Thaqafi, Tuhf al-Aqool by Ibn Shuba Harrani, and al-Mali by
Sheikh Mofid, and the text of the letter categorized into eight speeches
made by Imam made by reference to the verses of the Holy Quran,
especially the chapters and cerses revealed in Mecca, , and then the text of
the words of the letter, the verses of the Qur'an as evidence, the guiding
purposes of the these verses, and the type of verses in terms of being
Meccan and civil, which had an effect on the analysis of the letter, were
extracted and subjected to analysis and etiology.

3. Conclusion

The characteristics of each era, such as the political, social, cultural
conditions and customs and traditions, beliefs and knowledge at the time
of issuance, besides influencing the issues in a current relation, without a
doubt, are effective in accurate understanding andanalysis of and paying
attention to the details of the text is also effective. Due to the influence of
time, place, culture and geography on the issuance of letters, Imam (peace
be upon him) at the request of Muhammad bin Abi Bakr, wrote a letter
containing the tradition of the Holy Prophet (PBUH) to the people of Egypt
and referred to the verses of the Qur'an in it. Imam's approach in this letter
is to refer to the verses of the chapters revealed in Mecca about the states
of death, grave, Purgatory, resurrection and human states in these ecstasies.
What was obtained from the analysis of the Prophet's martyrdom speeches
based on the verses of Meccan chapters, indicates that the Egyptian people's
cognitive status was similar to that of the early days of Islam due to the
sovereign behavior of the governors, and the way of the rulers of that time
and the agents caused changes in the tradition and its teachings. Therefore,
Hazrat Ali (peace be upon him) started to revive the Sunnah of the Holy
Prophet (peace be upon him). The personality of the previous governors of
Egypt and their history of opposition to the Holy Prophet (S) and the
heresies that took place after the Holy Prophet (S) demanded that His
Holiness restore the beliefs and beliefs of the people. In this way, Imam
first warned them by describing the death and conditions of human beings
in the grave, Purgatory, and the Resurrection, and then by remembering the
Sunnah of the Holy Prophet (S) and reflecting on the details of ablution,
prayer, and fasting of the Prophet, he tried to eliminate negligence
awakening the people from intellectual ignorance and motivational
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ignorance and created a restraining quality and metaphorically an hidden
police within.
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Abstract

Nahj al-Balagha has two contradictory propositions about the Levantines
(Shamians); In sermon 197, Imam Ali (a.s.) not only warned his companions
against insulting the people of Sham, but also asked them to start praying for
them. But in sermon 238, Imam Ali (a.s) condemned the people of Sham in a
harsh tone. In this article, which is organized in a descriptive-analytical
method, an attempt is made to analyze and examine this duality and
inconsistency in words and deeds. The results of the study showed that the
speech of Imam in stopping the Shamians from gossiping and slandering, was
related to the past or the beginning of or before the battle of Seffayn, when
Imam (a.s) was hoping that some people from that area would stop fighting
and enmity. For this reason, he did not like the feeling of retribution to prevent
them from following the right path; But the rebuke and condemnation of the
Shamians goes back to the time after the incident of Hakamiyya and the period
of looting (Gharaat); The period that the Sham army exceeded their insolence,
their unbelief was confirmed and there was no hope for their return; Therefore,
in order to introduce their true face and to draw attention of their companions
to the looting of the Kufa areas by the Shamians, Imam Ali spoke against the
people of Sham. examining the authenticity of two narrations and analysis of
issuing these two propositions are other parts of this article.

Keywords: Imam Ali (a.s.), Nahj al-Balagha, Swearing (an insult), Rebuke of
Levantines (Shamians), Kufians, Muawiyyeh.
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Extended Abstract

1. Introduction

After the caliphate of Imam Ali (a.s.) and instability of the Shamian society,
they opposed the Alavi government so that the battle of Seffayn occurred.
The commander of the Kufa army made various and many efforts to
prevent the war (Mohsen Amin, 2024: 72/4).

Imam Ali made many efforts to calm the tense atmosphere and rectify
the situation were so great that even after hearing the news that some Kufis
insulted the Shamians. Imam Ali (a.s.) not only warned his companions
against insulting the people of Sham, but also asked them to start praying
for them as specified in the sermon (sermon/197).

The words of Imam Ali in sermon 197, which concerns the prohibition
of rebuking or insulting the Shamians, are completely expected and are
consistent with what we know about the Alavi behavior (Sireh). However,
in a different statement contained in the 238th sermon of Nahj al-Balagha,
the people of Sham have been condemned by Imam himself. The present
research, by descriptive-analytical method, by studying historical
statements and examining the commentary of Nahj al-Balagha, seeks to
answer these questions; Can the reprehensible words be attributed to the
infallible Imam? Assuming that both words are from Hazrat Ali (a.s.), what
conditions and situations would require such a different behavior from
Hazrat Ali (a.s.)? And how is it possible for Imam to forbid an action he
himself has done?

2. Terminology of "Sabb" (an insult)

"Sabb" means to condemn and attribute inappropriate titles; Addressing
people as stupid, ignorant, mean, scoundrel and the like. The words of
Imam Ali against the people of Sham with words such as thugs, violent,
lowly slaves, unfamiliar with the teachings of Islam, incapable of
managing affairs, without origin and lineage (sermon /238) are considered
as a kind of ‘sabb’.

3. Examining the Authenticity of two Narratives and the test of External
Criticism

In order to remove this suspicion, it is necessary to examine the sources
before Nahj al-Balagha, both Sunni and Shia. Sermon 197, which warns
against insulting the people of Sham, has been mentioned in the books such
as Akhbar al-Tewaal (Dinavari, Nd: 155) and Waghato Seffayn (Nasr ibn
Mozahem, 1382: 103). Also, sermon 238, which was delivered in rebuke
of Ahl al-Sham, can be seen in books such as Al-Ghaaraat (Thaqafi, Nd:
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1/292) and Al-Imamah val-Siyaasah (Ibn Qutaiba, 1410: 1/176).
Therefore, the suspicion of falsification of hadith by biased people from
both Alavi-Umayyad parties is rejected.

1-3. The Temporal and Local Context of Sermon 197

The evidence shows that this sermon was delivered at a time when Imam
Ali was in Kufa and was planning to move to Seffayn (Shooshtari, 1376:
13/529); All of these reports indicate that the time frame of the sermon was
before the battle of Seffayn or at the beginning of the war.

2-3. The Temporal Context of Sermon 238

From the title of sermon 238, it is evident that the sermon was delivered
during or after the incident of Hakamiyyah. Imam Ali's speech was against
the people of Sham at the time of Ghaaraat (looting) (Mousavi, Nd: 4/103).
The result of the investigation shows that this sermon, whether it was after
putting the Qur'an on the spears and Hakamiyyah, or later and during the
Ghaaraat (looting) period, while the Shamians had reached the maximum
extent of their oppression and aggression.

4. Examining and Analyzing Statements on the Prohibition of Cursing
or Condemning Shamians

Based on analyzing the time frame and place of delivery of sermon 197
and sermon 238 of Nahj al-Balagha, it is evident that these two sermons
were expressed in a completely different context.

1-4. Analysis of why it is Forbidden to Insult Shamians

These items can be mentioned for analysis: The hope for returning
Shamians to the right path, dislike of establishing curses and curses,
avoiding retaliation and confrontation, accustoming people to good or
benevolent speech.

2-4. Analysis of why Shamians are Insulted

These items can be mentioned for analysis: Disappointment with Shamians
to be guided, reaction to Shamians profanity, revealing the depravity and
hypocrisy of the people of Sham, introducing the character of Shamians.

5. Addressees of Imam Ali's words in the Conflicting Sermons

One of the noteworthy points is that according to some reports, the
audience of Imam Ali or at least some of the audience of the Imam Ali
were the same in both sermons. In both sermons, the names of the famous
companions of Ali, namely Amr ibn Hamegh and Hojr ibn Udai are seen.
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6. Results

In the 197th sermon of Nahj al-Balagha, Imam Ali warned his troops
against insulting the Shamians and asked them to start praying for the
guidance of the people of that land. But in sermon 238, Imam Ali
condemned the people of Sham with a harsh tone. By examining the
sources, the temporal and local context of two sermons was determined,
Sermon 197, which refrains from cursing, was related to the time before or
at most the beginning of the Seffayn war, but the time frame of Sermon
238, according to the people of Sham, goes back to the time after the
incident of Hakamiyyat and during the so-called looting period (Ghaaraat).
These items can be mentioned for analysis of why Imam forbid to insult
Shamians: The hope of returning Shamians to the right path, dislike of
establishing curses and curses, Avoiding retaliation and confrontation,
accustoming people to good speech. These items can be mentioned for
analysis of why shamians are insulted: Disappointment with Shamians to
be guided, reaction to Shamians’ profanity, revealing the depravity and
hypocrisy of the people of Sham, and introducing the character of
Shamians. Therefore, it is clear that the conditions and discourse governing
the two sentences and the goals that existed in the back of the Imam Ali's
mind for them were different, and thus the primary conflictor
contradiction is resolved.
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