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Abstract

Critical discourse analysis as a novel branch of human knowledge defines
discourse based on specific methods and frameworks. This model analyzes
language to reveal the hidden power relations and ideological processes in
linguistics. One of the basic theories in the field of critical discourse
analysis is the theory of practical discourse analysis method which is carried
out in discourse analysis of religious texts in five discursive, structural,
semantic, communicative and meta-discourse spheres. The present study
employed descriptive-analytical methodology to study governance ties in
the speech of Imam Ali (PBUH) through enlisting Practical Critical
Discourse Analysis Method. The result of the study revealed that the speech
of Imam Ali (PBUH) was charged by an extra-discursive, political and
psychological atmosphere. Also, Imam's speech was imbued with
aappealing diction and a special semantic characteristic that inspired the
school ideology of the Imam. This discourse was of course not oblivious to
intra-discourse connections, and traces of this intra-textual connection could
be detected in Imam's speech.

Keywords: Nahj al-Balagha, Governance Ties, PADAM, Semantic
Processing.
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1. Introduction

One of the most exemplary ruling periods throughout history is the
government of Imam Ali (PBUH). The richest extant literary texts
dedicated to the reconstruction of the religious government are related to
the era of his reign, which is collected in the great book of Nahj al-
Balagha. This religious book deals with many issues. One of them is
Imam Ali’s (PBUH) way of governance, particularly his ruling style
versus Muawiya's policies, which has been the focus of many studies.
Since the discourse of the Imam (PBUH) is derived from the prevailing
political and social conditions, on the one hand, and the discourse itself
plays a fundamental role in externalizing power relations, on the other
hand, critical discourse analysis is employed for discussion and further
examination.

2. Method: CDA and PADAM

Fairclough developed and expanded the theory of critical discourse
analysis as an efficient means of understanding texts and discourse. After
him, critical discourse analysis was divided into different branches and
theories and emerged in different dimensions. Critical discourse analysis
is an emerging branch that examines discourse and textual mechanisms
and discourse-oriented structures in the text by recruiting different
strategies. In critical discourse analysis, the fundamental hypothesis is
that discourse is a product of society and the external reality plays an
instrumental role in the formation of discourses (Phillips and Jorgensen,
2013: 111). Many approaches have been put forward in the field of
critical discourse analysis. Van Dyke, Fairclough and Laclau and
Mouffe's methodologies are among the most important of these methods,
each of which is armed with its own method and style in discourse
analysis. A method that has attracted a lot of attention in critical discourse
analysis, which has been selected for this quest, is Practical Discourse
Analysis Method or the PADAM model, which focuses mostly on
religious texts (Bashir, 2016: 195).

3. Theoretical framework: Reading Governance Ties

The components and ties of Amir al-Mu'minin’'s governance in Nahj al-
Balagha as a religious text are analyzed based on the model of PADAM at
the following five levels:

A. Discursive space: The first talking point raised in the practical critical
discourse analysis is the spatial, social and political atmosphere that
governs the discourse. The fundamental hypothesis is that the prevailing
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spatial and social space plays an important role in the production of
discourse and that of meaning. In PADAM, when talking about the
discourse space, concepts such as power, identity and sovereignty are
raised. The political atmosphere that prevailed during the era of Imam Ali
(PBUH) after the Prophet (PBUH) passed away, is influenced by concepts
such as caliphate and sovereignty. Where the rival discourse has created
such a discourse environment and seeks to assume the caliphate and rule
over the people, we can see two fronts in this discourse competition.

B. Structural space: This space is concerned with how the text appears,
which relies mainly on the language base. The structural space addresses
the rhetorical structure, a part of which concerns the way grammar is used
to make sentences and combine words. Certain political conditions
govern Imam Ali's speech. In the discourse confrontation with Muawiyah,
government and governance form the central core of the discourse and the
structural space of the discourse in the context of history is affected by the
type of view of government and governance at a specific time in which
the discourse occurs.

C. Semantic space: The ultimate goal in producing discourse is to create
meaning. In fact, discourses are the manifestation of the meaning that
humans find suitable for their living space, and in this view, language is a
means of creating meaning which seeks to create and recreate meaning
and reveal the appropriate living space at the core of the discourse (Anati,
2019: 154). The living environment of Imam Ali (PUBH) is undoubtedly
in conflict with that of Muawiya, as a result of which, we see a difference
in the discourse meanings of the two sides. In the semantic space, we are
faced with three components of inter-textual narrative, truth and reality,
hegemony and identity, each of which is somehow related to power and
governance.

D. Communicative space: in relation to humans, discourse is a
proposition that humans create as a result of being influenced by their
surroundings. By producing discourse, human seeks to change the world
outside. The religious identity of Imam Ali's discourse stems from the
monotheistic origin and his connection with the Prophet. Imam Ali
himself depicts this truth in a way that is clearly visible in the answers to
Muawiya's letters after the Battle of Jamal.

E. Meta-discourse space: This space outlines the conditions of power-
dominance for the emergence of different narrative discourses in different
periods. By discovering this meta-discourse space, it is possible to
understand different narratives and determine their meanings, orientations
and goals (Bashir, 1399: 111). It seems that the meta-discursive
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atmosphere of Imam (PBUH) in confrontation with Mu'awiyah is the
false allegation leveled by Mu'awiyah that Uthman has been murdered by
Imam Ali (PBUH), as a central issue from the beginning of Imam Ali’s
caliphate.

4. Conclusion

The confrontational discourses of Imam Ali (PBUH) and Muawiya
appeared in a period when the caliphate and governance had influenced
the atmosphere of the society. For this reason, the central core of their
discourse is affected by this space and also by the way the parties look at
governance in the context of language at that particular time. To
strengthen the central core of his discourse, Imam Ali (PBUH) uses the
Qur'an so that his discourse capacity has a monotheistic origin and is
related to Islamic principles based on justice and religiosity. As a matter
of fact, the linguistic structure of the speech of Imam (PBUH) is formed
with the centrality of monotheistic government and religion. PADAM
model in the analysis of this text shows that the discourse of conflict has
been discussed while power and hegemony in the field of discourse
conflict seeks to reverse the reality. As far as Muawiya's rule is
concerned, the character of Imam Ali (AS) has been oppositely reflected
in a bad light.
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Abstract

The marked informatin structure is one of the topics addressed by role-
oriented linguists and, consequently, translation theorists. Any change in
sentence elements imposes a different application. Although marked items
in any language are less frequent than their unmarked counterparts, they are
formally more complex and have a greater semantic load. Changing the
normal structure of the language and creating a labeled style may
complicate the translation process and require more accuracy of the
translator and complete understanding of the structure of the target and
source languages because two propositions may have the same meaning in
appearance but different meanings verbally and in terms of communication.
Understanding this issue is very important especially in translating sacred
texts, and the translator must produce a text that has the maximum parity
with the original text in terms of informatin structure by making
morphological and syntactic changes and adjustments. The present study,
based on the method of content analysis and relying on Lambreckt's theory,
examined and analyzed Garmaroodi's translation of Shagshagieh sermon.

Keywords: Nahj al-Balagha, Mousavi Garmaroodi's translation, Marked
information structure, Topic, Focus.
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1. Theoretical Framework

Lambrecht, one of the role-oriented linguists, believes that without paying
attention to information instruction, the speaker cannot choose one among
many choices. He believes that the meaning of a sentence is the sum of
the meanings of its words and expressions, while the informative value of
the sentence depends on the mental state of the participants in the speech.
Among the marked syntactic structures that Lambert discussed in detail in
his book; are topicalization and focalization. Based on his theory, the
present research examined and criticized Mousavi Garmaroodi's
translation of Shagshagiyah sermon.

2. Research Method

Based on the content analysis method and relying on Lambert's theory,
the present research examined and analyzed Garmaroodi's translation of
Shagshaghieh sermon based on the theory of information construction.

In this study, the structures of focalization and topicalization in the
sermon of Shagshagiyah were extracted and their translation was
examined in terms of markedness and unmarkedness, and a suggested
translation was also given.

3. Conclusion

The results of the study show that in most cases, the translator has used
the same order of words in Arabic as the criterion for translation and has
often translated the marked items into Persian without marking. Although
this has not harmed the fluency of his translation, it has undoubtedly
damaged the precise transmission of some of the communicative
meanings of the word. For example, out of 11 total focalization cases,
only one case has been translated as marked and the rest as unmarked. Of
the seven cases of topicalization, none has been translated as marked.
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1. marked information structure
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1. topic
2. focus
3. aboutness
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1. predicate focus
2. argument focus
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1. sentence focus
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1. focalization
2. topicalization
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Abstract

This study, based on the method of Dating, examines the origin and
evolution of the term "seven climates” in the narrations and other ancient
sources with two approaches of source and text, and a different view of the
historical origin of Dr Pakatchi’s view. Due to the uniqueness of the hadith,
the library-based approach did not help us much in solving the problem, and
with more emphasis on the text-based approach, we examined the sources
that dealt with the subject of seven climates in both general and specialized
geography. There are basically two main sources for dividing the land into
seven parts: the first seven Persian countries whose translation into Arabic
became popular with the term Sab'a al-Agalim and the second seven Greek
climates which were translated into Arabic in the late second and early third
centuries AH and were introduced into the Islamic texts. There is evidence
to suggest that the term ‘seven climates’ entered the popular culture of
Muslims from the East years before the translation of the works of Ptolemy
and other Greek scholars, due to cultural-political-commercial relations
between Iran and Islam, through Kufa—the center of Imam Ali’s (AS)
Government -and in writings such as Persian zijs, and especially the
familiarity of people like Ibn Mugaffa with the Arabic language and bring to
mind the Persian discourse for the audience of the words of Amir al-
Mu'minin (AS).

Keywords: Nahj ul-balagha, Dating, Aghalim ul-Sab’a, Seven Climates,
Sermon 224.
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1. Introduction

Nahj ul-balagha is a collection of speeches, letters and words of Amir ul-
Mu'minin (AS), which was compiled by a prominent scientific, political
and literary figure, and with a special rhetorical selection. There is no
doubt or ambiguity about the overall validity of the book and its
attribution to Imam Ali (a.s.) because the efforts of researchers to prove
the validity and collect the documents of Nahj ul-Balagha have ruled out
the possibility that it was issued by Seyyed Razi, Seyyed Morteza or
another person. However, for several reasons, including the compilation
by non-innocent people, the passage of years, copying, etc., there is a
possibility of errors, slips, confusion, transliteration, and some other
damages to the hadith and text. In this article, a phrase from Nahj ul-
Balaghah was examined in order to measure its authenticity and
attribution to Imam (a.s.) from the perspective of dating.

2. Statement of the Problem

In sermon 224 of Nahj ul-Balagha, Ali (AS) used a term similar to which
we do not see except in one case among the traditions of the infallibles
(AS):

"By God, if they give me the seven climates with what is under the
skies, so that | disobey God by unfairly taking barley bran from an ant, |
will not do so."”

Regarding the use of the term ‘seven climates’ in the speech of Ali

(AS), Dr. Ahmad Paktachi has raised a doubt. The text of his writing is as
follows:
In terms of the use of the word in Islamic texts, it must be stated that this
term has been clearly used from the end of the second century, but finding
examples that can show an older use is facing a serious difficulty.
However, with the beginning of the translation movement at the end of
the 2nd century AH and the beginning of the 3rd century AH, Ptolemy's
works were also translated into Arabic.

3. Conclusion

After dating and validating the term "Seven Climates" with two sources
and text approaches, the following results were obtained: a complete
document from Sadug and an incomplete document from the tribe of lbn
Juzi with unknown and weak narrators, were not sufficient and
appropriate for document dating of the sermon. Regarding the first
source, it was not possible to measure its validity or lack of validity.
Therefore, the only path ahead of us was a text-based approach and
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research on the evolution of the meaning of "Seven Climates" throughout
history.

The text of the sermon is old and contains words and expressions that
were common in the era of the Prophet (PBUH). The goal was to
determine if the concept of ‘seven climates’ was common and
understandable in the discourse of Imam Ali (a.s.). To answer this key
research question, we searched the historical evolution of the term "seven
climates™ and its uses among sources, in two general categories (general
sources and specialized sources of geography) and as we discussed earlier
in the meaning and application of seven climates, it became clear that
there are two main sources for dividing the earth into seven parts: first,
the seven Persian countries, whose translation became popular as seven
climates and explained the connection of each part of the earth with the
stars and planets, and was used by the sultans to know and access the
boundaries of their government, and secondly, seven Greek words
invented and used by Greek philosophers and astronomers, which were
translated into Arabic at the end of the second century of Hijri and the
beginning of the third century and found their way into Islamic texts.
Finally, with numerous reasons and pieces of evidence, we proved that
earlier use of the seven climates or regions has the same meaning and
interpretation as its Persian equivalnet, as used by the ordinary people in
Iran for many years and entered the Islamic culture through the close
communication between Muslims, especially with the Kufis. The
perception of the audience of the speech of Amir (AS) about the seven
climates and climates, before the introduction of its Greek discourse,
which emerged based on the measurements and astronomical calculations
of Greek sages, was in line with its Eastern perception in many
applications.

For example, a general and non-religious book by Ibn Mugafa (106-
142 AH) in the beginning of the second century shows that the term
“seven climates” was known and understandable in the mind of the
general audience at the beginning of the second century (After Hijrat).
Even with the possibility of the rejection or subjectivity of the hadith of
Imam Sadiqg (a.s.) in Khasal, or its isolated citation, Dr. Paktachi's claim
that the term seven climates” entered the Arabic language after the
translation of Greek books, including Ptolemy's al-Majisti, which dates
back to the end of the 2nd and the beginning of the 3rd century AH, is
rejected.

In fact, after the spread of topics such as written Persian zij and oriental
astronomy to the Islamic world, the term “seven climates” entered the
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public culture of Muslims before the introduction of Greek astrology and
due to the multilateral relations between them, especially in Kufa, the
center of Imam Ali's caliphate (a.s.), and the familiarity of people like Ibn
Mugafa with the Arabic language, and it can be assumed that Imam Ali
(PBUH) used Persian mythological language in his allegory, whose entry
into the Arab world is older than the Greek sciences and the works of
Ptolemy.
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Abstract

Great men’s life is a manifestation of their beliefs and perfection. Quran has
introduced prophet as a role-model asking people to follow him. Familiarity
with the religious, educational, political, social, economic and military
positions of the Prophet is inevitable for building a new Islamic civilization.
Imam Ali has pointed out the cultural, political and social situations in
prophetic mission era. He also has signified the influence of Islam, which led
to a full-scale revolution in the world and the Arabian Peninsula, in particular.
This study has analyzed summits of the Prophet's life with regard to Nahj ul-
balagha based on analytical and descriptive methods. Furthermore, it came to
the conclusion that the Islamic society should be inspired by prophet’s life to
reach happiness, welfare and power.

Keywords: Nahj ul-balagha, Prophet’s lifestyle, Prophetic Mission,
Achievements.
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74 Parts of the Prophet's life in Nahj ul-Balagha Niazi

1. Introduction

Prophet Mohammad’s life is the richest and the trust-worthiest source to
access Islamic knowledge. In that case, Muslims should get inspired by it
in the various dimensions of their life. Getting familiar to the Prophet’s
personality and lifestyle can help them comprehend different dimensions
of the religion. In the modern world, people can set him as a role-model
to learn lifestyle, religion, government, and education.

2. Discussion

Using inspiration, wisdom and policy, the Prophet has created a holistic
and deep transformation in believes, cultural and social fields, etc. The
importance of this evolution becomes clear when the cultural, political,
social and religious situation of the human society in the Prophetic
mission (Besat) era is fully examined. Imam Ali declared the features of
this era in Nahj ul-balagha (Makarem Shirazi, 2001: 3/618).

Firstly, Nahj ul-balagha analyzed the past of Arab society to
demonstrate the role of religion in amending different dimensions of
human life. Secondly, it aims to prevent ignorance and deviance of
religion in Islamic society after conquering and expanding the Islamic
world. Some of subjects mentioned in Nahj ul-balagha are:

A) Aims of the Prophetic Mission (Besat)

Imam Ali specifies the aims of the Prophetic Mission and says: "Allah
sent Mohammad rightly to invite mankind to worship Allah and stop their
worshipping idles and liberate them from evil. He started the invitation by
the Quran in which he expressed everything clearly. In that case, people
would recognize Allah and those who denied Him would admit His
existence"” (Sermon/147).

B) The achievements of prophetic mission

One of the outcomes of the mission was to make unity among the tribes.
"Allah buried hatred, put out the fire of animosity, brought the hearts
together, made strangers relatives and separated relatives by sending
Mohammad. Deprived people became respectable and selfish beloved
ones became miserable by him. His words were clear and his silence was
like a word" (Sermon/96).

C) Prophet’s bravery

As the Prophet was superior to others in worshipping, piety, generosity,
and forgiveness, he was also the role model and pioneer in fighting
against God’s enemies. The Prophet’s presence in the front line of war
strengthened the worriers’ belief and made them persistent in difficult
conditions. Imam Ali says: when the war became harder, we were
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supported by the Prophet and none of us was closer than him to enemies
in the front line (Word of wisdom/9).

D) Sacrifice and forgiveness

The Prophet was on the Muslims® side during their hardships and
problems, rather she was in front of them and helped the Muslims by
giving his wealth, life and loved ones. Imam Ali says: When the war was
getting tough and the people stopped (out of fear), the Messenger of God
used to put her family in front and protect her companions from the heat
of spears and swords through them. Obeidah in the Battle of Badr,
Hamzah in the Battle of Uhud, and Ja'far in the Battle of Mote were
among the martyrs of the Islamic Army. | remember that in the bloody
battles of Islam, everywhere our leader rushed ahead of the army and
made himself the target of the enemy's first attack; he was always our
refuge. (Fazel, 2019: 654).

E) Lack of attachment to the world

The Holy Prophet (PBUH) is the leader of all free people due to his good
nature and lack of attachment to wealth and position. However, despite
directing attention to the instrumental value of the world, he was never
attached to it.

F) Stability on the path to the goals

One of the characteristics of the Messenger of God was his resistance and
perseverance in the face of difficulties in order to achieve his divine
ideals. Throughout the exhausting period of Mecca and dangerous
incidents in Medina such as: the Battle of Badr, the defeat in Uhud, etc.,
despair never entered his heart, but he always ignited the hope of God's
grace and bright futures in the hearts of his companions. He was truly a
symbol of resistance and under the shadow of his steadfastness he tamed
the rebellious Arabs and brought peace and justice to humanity (Sermon,
190).

G) Advertising methods

Each school has a special way to express its teachings and present its
viewpoints, in which the conditions of time, place and audience are taken
into consideration. In the Prophet's preaching biography, this matter has
been duly considered. He is like a wandering doctor who goes among the
people to treat them, prepares his medicines and ointments and melts his
surgical tools to put them in blind hearts and deaf ears and speechless
tongues wherever needed. He looks for the neglected and the lost with his
medicines (Sermon, 108).

H) Companions of prophet

In a short period of time, the Prophet was able to train faithful people who
had found God with all their heart and believed in him from the bottom of
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their hearts and would not bow down except at his command. Amir ul-
Mu'minin (a.s.) says: "l saw the companions of Muhammad (s.a.w.) in
such a way none of you are like. They used to spend the night until
morning while they were disheveled and dusty. They had placed a turn
between their foreheads and faces; they were so worried and concerned
about the resurrection day that it was as if they had stepped onto fire. Due
to long bowing down (to God), their foreheads were covered with calluses
like the knees of a goat. Whenever the name of God was mentioned, their
tears flowed so much that their necks became wet, and like a tree exposed
to a strong wind, they trembled on fear of punishment and hope for
reward" (Khatbah/97).

Then he pointed to their deep faith and absolute obedience to the
Messenger of God and said: We fought alongside the Messenger of God
with our children, fathers, brothers and uncles (Sermon/56).

3. Conclusion

Prophet Mohammad is the only prophet who was able to revolute
mankind’s community by taking advantage of inspiration, wisdom,
policy, aphorism, and preaching the virtues. Moreover, he established the
biggest civilization based on spirituality, fair, humanity, and morality. His
life is the most important source of Islamic knowledge which can lead to
happiness for mankind if it is followed. Generally, the Prophet’s lifestyle
is the foundation of modern Islamic civilization.
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Abstract

Nahj ul-Balagha is one of the important moral books from the perspective of
Shiites in Islam. The present study focused on the construction and
psychometric validation of the psycho-political feeling security scale based
on Nahj ul-Balagha. Accordingly, the qualitative method of content analysis
of Nahj al-Balagha was primarily employed to extract the components
related to the psychological and political areas of security. After
determining the items associated with these components, the experts
approved their face and content validities to construct the scale. The whole
scale was piloted on a sample of 400 university students after item revision
to validate its psychometric properties. According to the results, the scale
had reliabilities of 0.85 and 0.96 with the retest method and Cronbach's
alpha, respectively. Besides, the results of factor analysis showed the first-
order two-factor structure. Overall, the results of both exploratory and
confirmatory factors showed two explicit factors of political and
psychological security. Ultimately, it was concluded that this scale, with
emphasis on Nahj ul-Balagha, is a valid Islamic scale to measure the
individual's feelings about political and psychological security in various
studies.

Keywords: Construction, Psychometric properties, Psycho-political
security scale, Nahj ul-Balagha.
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1. Introduction

A sense of security is as important as and perhaps more important than
the existence of security in the society, and individuals' reactions need
their perception of security; hence, there will be no sense of security as
long as there is no security in the society from the individuals' perspective
(Yarmohammad Toski and Hajabolhasani, 2013). According to Inglehart
(2016), psychological and social security is a major factor in the growth
and development of any society, and on the contrary, the growth of
society increases the sense of security in people in the society. A healthy
society needs national security, and concern about security in all its
branches is the most important responsibility of governments (Saeidi,
2020).

2. Theoretical Framework

The concept of psychological security is obtained from the theory of the
hierarchy of needs, in which Maslow (1943) argues that when the need
for security is not met, a person may feel anxious and tense about damage
or threat, feel less satisfied with life, and have no higher tendency to
higher level needs. Psychological security is a status in which people
perceive the environment as safe, free, and without harm and threat
(Maslow, Hirsch, Stein, and Honigman, 1945: 22). People who feel
psychologically secure usually perceive the world as emotionally safe or
free of emotional trauma. They usually have higher trust and confidence
in themselves and others, feel less anxious, tend to be more sociable, and
actively involve themselves in relationships with others (Taormina &
Sun, 2015). Political security is an important aspect of human security in
which people must live in a society that respects their basic human rights,
and significant progress has been made in this field (UNDP, 1994). The
present study sought to present a questionnaire based on the Islamic
culture in terms of the feeling of psychological and political security and
examined it psychometrically.

The research used a qualitative-quantitative method. In the qualitative
dimension, content analysis was utilized to obtain the political-
psychological security items in the book "Nahj ul-Balagha™ by Ali ibn
Abi Talib, the first Shiite Imam of the world. The quantitative dimension
of the study was descriptive and included building a scale and examining
its characteristics. The research population consisted of all universities
students in Iran in the academic year 2018-2019. According to Morgan's
table, 384 participants were required to determine the sample size, and
thus 400 individuals (female and male students) were selected for the
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study. A total of 30 students were selected and the scale was administered
to them, and the reliability of the questions was examined.

Feeling of Psychological-Political Security Scale: This researcher-made
scale consists of 48 items that examine the feeling of security in political
and psychological dimensions based on content analysis of Nahj ul-
Balagha.

3. Results

The content validity ratio value was 0.85, which is suitable as it is higher
than 0.78 with a total of 9 individuals. The content validity index value
was 0.90, which is greater than the suitable value of 0.79.

In the exploratory factor analysis, the Kaiser-Meyer-Olkin Measure of
Sampling Adequacy (KMO) was used to examine the initial fit of the
data, and Bartlett's Test of Sphericity was used to examine the non-
zeroness of the correlation matrix.

The KMO index was higher than 0.6 and the Bartlett index with a value

of X2=98.15831 was significant at the level of p<0.000, indicating a
sufficient correlation between the items for factor analysis. According to
the results of the Scree test, the eigenvalues were 19.90 and 5.83
respectively for two factors and explained 44.62% of the observed
variances.
Confirmatory factor analysis was utilized to examine the items and their
regression weights. According to the results, all the regression
coefficients were significant at P<0.001. The confirmatory factor analysis
was used to examine the construct validity. Since the items were made for
political and psychological security factors, the fit indices of the first-
order two-factor model were suitable and the model was confirmed.

Table 1. Absolute, relative, and parsimony fit indices of the first-order three-factor
model

CFlI RMSEA AGFI GFlI CMIN/DF

0.89 0.06 0.91 0.91 2.45

Table (1) reports the Chi-square per degree of freedom (CMIN/DF),
Comparative Fit Index (CFI), Goodness of Fit Index (GFI), Adjusted
Goodness of Fit Index (AGFI), and the Root Mean Square Error of
Approximation (RMSEA). The model was assumed suitable since
CMIN/DF was equal to 2.45. The Root Mean Square Error of
Approximation (RMSEA) value was less than 0.08 (RMSEA=0.06) and
other indices also indicated the acceptable fit of the model and supported
the first-order two-factor model.
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Test-retest reliability of the whole scale and the political and
psychological security factors were found to be 0.85, 0.86, and 0.82,
respectively, on 80 individuals at a time interval of four weeks, indicating
the stability of the questionnaire. Using Cronbach's alpha, the reliability
of the whole test was 0.96 for 48 items, 0.97 for 32 items of political
security, and 0.90 for 16 items of psychological security, indicating the
high internal consistency of the test.

4. Conclusion

The present study was very important owing to the role of Islamic culture
in the definitions of scientific variables, and it aimed to introduce and
build a scale for the feeling of political and psychological security
according to the book Nahj ul-Balagha and its validation among Iranian
students.

Two factors were obtained according to the results and based on
correlation and exploratory factor analysis, and they were named
according to the items related to political and psychological factors. The
research limitation was that it was conducted on Iranian students; hence,
caution should be practiced in its generalization to other countries.
According to this limitation, future studies could revalidate this scale in
other countries, cultures, and situations.
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1. Content validity ratio

2. Content validity index
3. Kaisar-meyer-olkin

4. Bartlett test of sphericity
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3. Goodness of Fit Index (GFI)

4. Adjusted Goodness of Fit Index (AGFI)
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Abstract

Critical discourse analysis is an interdisciplinary branch of linguistics that
emphasizes the reproduction of social and political power through texts and
dialogues, and that studies language for social scientific purposes regarding
ideology, power, history, and society at the level of text. Since the critical method
considers power relations, it tends to be associated with a kind of social
transformation instruction that results from discourse and worldview, and it
investigates the hidden power relations and political, cultural, and ideological
processes in the text with a critical view through rhetoric, syntax, situational and
intertextual and context, and demonstrates discourse contrasts. Shagshaqiya Sermon
is considered an interesting critical discourse considering its important historical
points on caliphate and Bay'ah (allegiance). The present study addresses the
discourse analysis of Shagshagiya Sermon on three levels of description,
interpretation and explanation with a descriptive-analytical approach and based on
Norman Fairclough's critical discourse model in order to discover how Ali (AS)
criticized the performance of the caliphs and the way he criticized the deviations and
sufferings of the Islamic society after the demise of the Messenger of God and also
how to demonstrate the public allegiance of the people to Imam in the form of the
aforementioned theory and to reveal the relationship between power and ideology in
the mentioned discourse. The research results suggest that at the level of description,
using the collocation of opposite and synonymous words, figures of speech, speech
acts, emphatic declarative sentences, short sentences, and lexical links, Imam tries to
show the contrast between the justice-seeking Alavi discourse and the rival
discourse. At the level of interpretation, by direct and indirect application of the
Quranic verses, he tries to explain his knowledge and awareness and his disinterest
in the unjust caliphate, and express the vile traits of violators (Nakethin), deviators
(Ghasetin), and apostates (Mareghin). At the level of explanation, in addition to
preventing the deviant ideology from coming to power again, Ali (AS) tries to
provide the ground for the reproduction of authentic Islamic discourse by explaining
the historical issues of the caliphate.
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1. Theoretical Framework

Fairclough considers critical discourse analysis as the analysis of the
relationship between the text and different levels of the social context.
On this basis, he proposes three dimensions of critical discourse analysis:
1. Description (analysis of the formal features of the text), 2.
Interpretation (analysis of the discursive action in the processes of text
production and consumption), 3. Explanation (analysis of the sociology
of social action). The first level of critical discourse analysis is
description, in which the formal features of the text are described in three
areas: lexical, syntactic, and textual structure. The second level of critical
discourse analysis is interpretation. Interpretations are a combination of
the contents of the text and the mentality of the interpreter. Interpretation
includes situational context and textual context of the discourse.
Discourse participants interpret the situational context according to
external clues and also based on aspects of their background knowledge.
Intertextuality is the tendency of texts to refer to each other and their
formation through this mutual reference. Intertextual analysis shows that
texts depend on history and society. The third level of critical discourse
analysis is the explanation level. At this level of critical discourse, the
relationship among ideology, power, and social identities is investigated.
According to Van Dijk, ideology and power are the foundations of
critical discourse. According to Fairclough, ideology is a tool for creating
and maintaining power relations in society and flows through language in
social institutions. Fairclough's focus is on the relationship between
language and power and how language is used for domination of some
over others as meaning serves power.

2. Method

The present study seeks to examine Shagshagiya Sermon with a
descriptive-analytical approach based on Norman Fairclough's critical
discourse model on three levels of description, interpretation and
explanation in order to discover how Ali (AS) criticized the performance
of the caliphs and the way he criticized the deviations and sufferings of
the Islamic society after the demise of the Messenger of God and also
how to demonstrate the public allegiance of the people to Imam in the
form of the aforementioned theory and to reveal the relationship between
power and ideology in the mentioned discourse. For this purpose, the
sentences and expressions of Imam Ali (AS) will be extracted from
Shagshagiya Sermon and analyzed citing sources and based on
Fairclough's discourse levels.
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3. Conclusion

1. At the level of description, using lingual forms such as collocation and
colligation of opposite and synonymous words and creation of opposition
between sentences, as well as using figures of speech, Imam depicts a
comprehensive and tangible picture of the deviations of the Islamic
society after the demise of the Messenger of God and puts the audience
in the emotional atmosphere of the text. For example, Imam reveals the
reason for his silence against the prevailing unjust discourse using a
metaphor and tries to remind people of his competencies in order to point
out the contrast between the power of his discourse and the rival's
discourse and the deep difference between the two ideologies. The high
frequency of metaphors and irony in this sermon along with decisive
sentences has caused this short sermon to be considered a literary
masterpiece. At the grammatical level of the text, by using active verbs
and a few passive verbs whose subjects are specified in previous
sentences, he directly targets the main actors and agents of usurping the
caliphate. Verbal sentences with a high frequency and after that, nominal
sentences whose predicates are of the verbal sentence type indicate
actions bound to a specific time, which often reveal the disobedience of
the rival's discourse and the effort of the Alavi discourse to maintain
integration of the Islamic society. Using past tense and short declarative
sentences, Imam tries to expose various rebellions and breaches of
agreements that have occurred on the part of the rival's discourses. By
creating lexical links through the conjunction Lola (except for),
pronouns, especially third and first person pronouns, as well as creating a
contrast between third and second person pronouns with the first person
pronoun and repeating the derivatives of the word patience (Sabr), while
creating coherence among components of the text, Imam expresses his
dissatisfaction with the rule of deviant ideology and denies the
accusations made against him by some people. 2. At the level of
interpretation, what highlights the place of Shagshagiya Sermon is the
expression of its specific content in the special spiritual conditions of
Imam and his critical and decisive position in relation to this content. In
the intertextual context, Imam tries to explain his knowledge and
awareness, his disinterest in the unjust caliphate, and express the vile
traits of violators (Nakethin), deviators (Ghasetin), and apostates
(Mareghin), such as the desire to seek superiority, corruption, and
infatuation with the world's splendors. 3. At the level of explanation, by
explaining the historical issues of the caliphate in the form of a critical
discourse for the audience, Ali (AS) seeks to eliminate the power of
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gluttonous oppressors from the social structure and reproduce and replace
the discourse against it. In the course of the conflict between ideological
discourses and social combat with normalized deviant ideologies, Imam
tries to preserve his justice-oriented discourse and alleviate and eliminate
deviant discourses.
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Abstract

Shia Imamia believes in the necessity of the existence of an imam in all
times and considers a clear declaration to be obligatory for all imams, along
with infallibility and according to this view, declaration is one of the
reasons for proving the imamate, and the imamate is not proven without a
miracle, unless there is a declaration and appointment by the Messenger
(PBUH) of the person to be Imam. In Ghefari's books and based on his
documents -which he considers to have been taken from authentic Shia
sources-, this Shia point of view has been denied in various ways, and
among his reasons are a number of the statements and writings of Ali (a.s.)
in Nahj ul-Balagha.
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1. Theoretical framework:

Based on historical evidence and for some reasons, since the beginning of Nahj-
ul-Balagha, doubts have been raised by critics with different purposes on the
attribution of Nahj-ul-Balagha to Imam Ali (a.s.). Due to these doubts, which
were related to the compiler and the attribution of this book to the Prophet, in
recent times, Nahj al-Balagha has become a source for criticizing the Shiite point
of view as if after resolving the doubts raised by Ibn-Khalkan, Dhahabi, Ibn-
Hajar, etc. by the researchers, this time it was the turn of the Nahj al-Balagha to
be analyzed in terms of intra-textual doubts by a number of Sunnis. and while
examining the Shia sources and benefiting from them in order to deny the views
of the Shias about their imams, some expressions of Nahj ul-Balagha should also
be used.

2. Method

The present study is based on the context of the speech in Nahj-ul-Balagha and
was carried out using analytical-descriptive method and by historical-
documentary review of Ghefari's documents, to examine and analyze the validity
of his writings in the subject of declaration.

3. Conclusion

Based on the analyses, Ghefari, like his other predecessors and according to their
writings, selected a part of the words of the Holy Prophet to serve his goals, and
expressed his point of view without paying attention to the context and the
reason behind using these words. Also, the results of analysis of the point of
view of the audience contradicts his words.

If Ghefari seeks to create doubts based on the sixth letter, the answer is this;
Imam (a.s.) raises the basis of Mu'awiyah’s coming to power and reminds him of
the legitimacy of his caliphate based on that. Muawiya's power was due to his
being appointed by Umar and confirmation of his emirate by Uthman. Mu'awiya
and his co-thinkers believed that Abu Bakr, Umar and Uthman were rightful
because Muhajir and Ansar had pledged allegiance to them and the Muslim
Council was elected based on that. With this argument, Imam made Muawiyah
understand that he has no right to oppose the Muhajir and Ansar.

The 92" sermon was issued by Imam (a.s.) at a time when "Uthman" had
been killed due wasting the Treasury funds and the lives and property of the
people were dominated by the Umayyads and disturbances had occurred in
different regions, and the people rushed to the Imam for allegiance. Famous
people were expected Imam to act in the same way as the previous caliphs.
There were different conquests and mixing of the races. As the result of the
inappropriate measures taken by the previous caliphs, people had not their initial
unity and every group had its own view. On the other hadn, in the case of quick
acceptance of the government, there was a possibility of planning a coup and
accusing Imam of being greedy toward government. For these reasons, Imam
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states: We will be faced with a job with aspects for which hearts are not stable
and in which intellects are not fixed.

Regarding sermon 205, addressed to Talha and Zubair, which, from Ghefari's
point of view, expresses Imam’s lack of desire for the caliphate, it should be
noted that his speech is focused on expressing the way of governance and
responding to the claims and objections of Talha and Zubair, not proving the
caliphate to them; this is a verbal requirement and he demands this as an
eloquent person, he raised this issue. The proof of the right of caliphate has been
recorded in history in many other places with different statements by him, and
these two have admitted it, and there was no need to mention this issue in this
meeting.
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