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Abstract

Nahj ul-Balagha is one of the most important sources for understanding the
Holy Quran. However, a significant portion of the existing research on the
relationship between Nahj ul-Balagha and the Quran has primarily focused on
the reflection of verses (such as citation, allusion, inclusion, and the like) and
has paid less attention to the arbitrating capacity of this text in resolving
exegetical disputes. The main issue addressed in the present article concerns
how the words of Imam Ali (AS) can serve as a criterion and arbiter in cases
of multiplicity or contradiction in interpretive readings, especially in
monotheistic verses. The present study, employing an analytical-descriptive
method and focusing on the realm of monotheism (Tawhid), first
demonstrates the close connection between Nahj ul-Balagha and the Quran
and the reflection of Alawi discourse in some of the exegeses of both Shia and
Sunni schools. It then, by extracting arbitration strategies from Nahj ul-
Balagha, examines the interpretive challenges of monotheistic topics.
Accordingly, in subjects such as the meaning of "Samad", the vision of God
(Ru'yat), divine wrath (Ghadab), "Wajh" and "Yad", "Istiwa' ‘ala al-'Arsh",
and divine speech (Kalam), the transcendental criteria of Nahj ul-Balagha
clarify the acceptable limits of meaning, setting aside interpretations that lead
to anthropomorphism (Tashbih) and corporealism (Tajsim), and reinforcing
readings that are more compatible with transcendental monotheism. In
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addition to this strategy, explaining the relationship between essence and
attributes and opposing determinism (Jabr) in Nahj ul-Balagha leads to
arbitration in exegetical disputes concerning divine attributes and
predestination (Qada' wa Qadar). The conclusion is that, in addition to its
intertextual function, Nahj ul-Balagha possesses a methodical capacity for
organizing interpretive disputes in monotheistic verses and playing an
arbitrating role in preferring or restricting meaning.

Keywords: Interpretation of Quran, Nahj ul-Balagha, Exegetical Disputes,
Monotheism (Tawhid), Corporealism (Tajsim).

Extended Abstract

1. Introduction

It is of paramount importance to pay attention to non-linguistic categories
in studies in the field of linguistics, including pragmatics. Attending to the
context and the human element along with interpersonal relationships in
the analysis of texts leads to the achievement of hidden and unspoken
meanings that, although apparently not mentioned in discourse, are integral
parts of it.  These unspoken and implicit meanings, known as
"conversational implicature” are created due to a violation of Grace's
Cooperative Principle. Employing a descriptive-analytic method and a
pragmatic reading, the present study attempted to explore conversational
implicature and implicit meanings in the two areas of ethical concepts of
Nahj ul-Balagha in order to understand and interpret them more accurately.
For this purpose, 71 sentences on the subject of lapsus linguae, benefaction
and goodness were selected and analysed. The results of the study revealed
that Imam, with a deep insight and based on the situation and
circumstances, has used more words and expressions that are a subset of
scalar implicature and generalized implicature. The multiplicity of scalar
implicature in the studied phrases indicates the precise determination of the
status and position of affairs, and the existence of generalized implicature
in wise sentences indicates the importance of the content of the discourse. It
was concluded that, among the characteristics of implicature, not
eliminating the implicature is a reason to prove Imam’s claim Imam and
shows the stability of his belief and trust throughout Nahj ul-Balagha, and
the apparent change of expressions is to balance discourse with varying
situations.
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2. Theoretical framework

The most important necessities of verbal communication, according to
George Yule, are “generalized conversational implicature”, “scalar
implicature”, and “particularized conversational implicature”, against
which are agreement implicature or “conventional implicature”. In
generalized conversational implicature, realization of necessary inferences
does not require any background or special knowledge of the utterance. In
scalar implicature, the utterance is usually assessed based on a value scale.
Here, the person producing the utterance chooses a word that contains the
maximum and the most accurate information based on the context.
Conversations often take place in very specific contexts in which
situational inferences are assumed. Such inferences are necessary to
understand the conveyed meanings originating from particularized
conversational implicature. Contrary to generalized implicature,
conventional implicature is not based on the Cooperative Principle.
Conventional implicature does not necessarily occur in the conversation
and its interpretation does not need a specific context.

3. Method

The present research tries to study the noble text of Nahj ul-Balagha with
a descriptive-analytical method to show how a pragmatic reading based on
the implications and guarantees of communication leads to the discovery
of the implicit and indirect meanings of this precious book. The required
data and information were extracted from the moral phrases of Nahj ul-
Balagha in the two subjects of the lapsus linguae and benefaction and
goodness based on the book "Al-Ma'jum al-Mawdu'i lunjah al-Balaghah
written by Owais Karim Mohammad so that the pragmatic understanding
of the book leads to recognition of the hidden particularized implicature,
the purpose of which is to gain a deeper apprehension and interpretation.

4. Conclusion

By examining the types of implications in 71 examples of ethical
expressions about the lapsus linguae and benefaction, it is concluded that
the generalized conversational implicature and scalar implicature occur
more frequently than other types of implicature. The reason for this is the
large number of readers who, after accepting the religion, did not have
enough information about its minor matters and sought its real limits and
status. Therefore, Imam as a leader has used scalar words to explain things
accurately in order to convey the truth of the matter to the readers by
assessing them and determining their position. As it can be seen in the
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research examples, most of the implications are in the wisdoms of this
noble book, so the existence of a conversational implicature in the words
of wisdom, which is a sensible speech, far from obscure, prudent, and
convincing, implies prudence and persuasion. This shows the deep thinking
of Imam. On the other hand, in most cases, not eliminating conversational
implicature is a reason for the truth of his words, and this is effective in
gaining more trust among the readers. Finally, it is generally concluded
that there is always a demand for knowledge for the readers of Nahj ul-
Balagha, which is why this noble book, with its implicit meanings and
conversational implicature, has always been able to provide, in the most
artistic way, the solution to its readers any time any place.
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