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Abstract

Using the theoretical framework of discourse analysis and relying on
situational context analysis, the present study explores Sermon 233 of Nahj
ul-Balaghah to elucidate the relationship between its linguistic, ethical, and
social signifiers (signifiers) and the cultural and political conditions during
the caliphate of Imam Ali (AS). The main hypothesis of this research is that
the lexical structure and key concepts of this sermon are not merely general,
timeless ethical propositions, but rather a systematic reflection of the
intellectual configurations and social deviances of the era in which it was
delivered. In this study, by extracting the linguistic signifiers of the sermon
and cross-referencing their semantic meanings with lexicographical sources
and commentaries of Nahj ul-Balaghah, and subsequently conducting a
comparative rereading with Sermon 108, it is demonstrated that both texts
bear witness to the reproduction of the macro-discourse of warning against
collective deviance in Nahj ul-Balaghah. The research findings indicate that
the linguistic signs in Sermon 233—such as the scarcity of truth-speakers, the
prevalence of hypocrisy, compromise (flattery), and laxity in defending
justice—are a practical-discursive response to the crisis of silence and the
infiltration of deviant factions, particularly the Umayyad sedition (Fitna) in
Kufan society. This closely aligns with the conditions described by Imam
(AS) in his sermons reproaching the Kufans and warning against the
Umayyad sedition, specifically in Sermon 108.
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Extended Abstract

1. Introduction

A fundamental principle in the study of religious, literary, and discursive
texts is that key concepts are functions of the cultural, social, and political
environment of their period of utterance. A text becomes effective and
intelligible only when it speaks from the cognitive and cultural context of
its audience. Sermon 233 of Nahj ul-Balaghah, despite its apparent brevity,
contains a rich network of social imagery and discursive signs. Using
meaningful combinations such as "feeble tongue" (lisan kalil), "humiliated
truth-seeker" (haqg-talab dhalil), "unruly youth" (fatan ‘arim), "sinful
elder" (sha’ib athim), "hypocritical scholar" (‘alim munafiq), and
"opportunistic companion" (qarin mumadhiq), Imam Ali (AS) delineates
the semantic structure of a society experiencing identity crises and systemic
corruption.

While classical and contemporary commentators have mostly limited
their analyses to lexical semantics and descriptive layers, this study moves
beyond single-dimensional historical analyses. It aims to demonstrate how
the literary structure and conceptual coherence of Sermon 233 can be
explained under the theoretical framework of the "discourse of warning
against collective deviation™ by linking the text to its situational context—
specifically the speech impediment event of Ja'dah ibn Hubayrah on the
pulpit of Kufa—and establishing its organic relation with other aligned
sermons, particularly Sermon 108.

2. Theoretical framework

To explain the relationship between the concepts of Sermon 233 and the
socio-political conditions of its time, this study adopts the dynamic model
of Critical Discourse Analysis (CDA) with a primary focus on Norman
Fairclough’s three-dimensional framework. In this view, discourse is not a
mute linguistic phenomenon isolated from reality, but a form of social
practice maintaining a dialectical, two-way relationship with power
structures, ideology, and social relations. Fairclough asserts that every
discursive event simultaneously possesses three inseparable dimensions:
Description (Textual level): Analysis of formal and lexical properties,
where the sermon's vocabulary network is extracted and semantic values
are evaluated via classical lexicons.
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Interpretation (Discursive practice): Examination of text production and
its link to situational context, treating Sermon 233 not as a routine moral
speech, but as a practical-discursive response to a specific situational crisis
(Ja'dah ibn Hubayrah's faltering speech on the pulpit).

Explanation (Social practice): Connecting the text to macro-social,
ideological, and political structures, revealing how the sermon’s vocabulary
reflects the post-prophetic value inversion, systemic compromise (idhan),
structural hypocrisy, and the overarching Umayyad fitnah.

3. Method

This research utilizes a descriptive-analytical method grounded in
Fairclough’s CDA framework. The textual data were extracted from
Sermon 233 based on the Subhi al-Salih edition of Nahj ul-Balaghah and
verified through major commentaries (such as those by Ibn Abi al-Hadid,
Ibn Maytham al-Bahrani, and Hashimi Khoei) and classical lexicons (Kitab
al-'Ayn, Magayis al-Lughah, Lisan al-'Arab). First, the formal and lexical
networks were categorized. Second, the situational context was
reconstructed through historical-narrative  sources detailing the
circumstances of its delivery. Third, a comparative and intertextual co-
occurrence analysis was conducted between Sermon 233 and Sermon 108
to evaluate the frequency, semantic mapping, and structural alignment of
key terms across both texts.

4. Conclusion

By examining the discursive layers of Sermon 233 and comparing its
lexical network with Sermon 108, this study concludes that Sermon 233 is
deeply rooted in the lived historical and socio-political realities of Imam
Ali’s (AS) caliphate (35-40 AH). The sermon is an active discursive
intervention rather than an abstract ethical treatise. The quantitative and
semantic co-occurrence analysis demonstrates a complete alignment
between the key signifiers of Sermon 233 and Sermon 108:

The phrase "agreeing on compromise" (mustalihiin ‘ala al-idhan) in
Sermon 233 directly maps onto "fraternizing in wickedness" (tawakha al-
nas ‘ala al-fujur) in Sermon 108.

"The hypocritical scholar" (‘alimuhum munafiq) corresponds to
"wearing Islam like an inverted fur coat" (lubisa al-Islam lubs al-farw
magliban).

"The opportunistic companion" (qarinuhum mumadhiq) aligns with
"expressing affection verbally while hearts conflict" (isti‘milat al-
mawaddah bi-al-lisan wa tashajara al-nas bi-al-qulab).
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Ultimately, by asserting the discursive authority of the Prophet's household
(Inna la-umara' al-kalam) following the speech failure of his representative,
Imam Ali (AS) reconstructed the "discourse of warning against collective

deviation.

He established a trans-historical analytical framework to

diagnose value inversions, elite hypocrisy, and public silence in the face of
systemic falsehood.
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