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Abstract

Social capital, as the fundamental bedrock of good governance, plays a
determining role in fostering social cohesion, strengthening political
legitimacy, and enhancing the resilience of governance systems. This study
was conducted with the aim of extracting and elucidating the components of
social capital from religious texts, with a specific focus on Nahj ul-Balagha
as one of the richest sources of Islamic knowledge in the field of governance.
Utilizing the thematic analysis method with an interpretive-inductive
approach, all the sermons, letters, and wise statements from of Nahj ul-
Balagha were examined and analyzed. The findings identified and introduced
four main and fundamental pillars of social capital in Alawi (Imam Ali's)
thought. These include: 1. Trust and honesty as the cornerstone of the mutual
relationship between the government and the people, 2. Participation and
social solidarity as a necessary prerequisite for achieving sustainable
development, 3. Observance of justice and ethics as the essential criterion in
all actions and decisions of the rulers, and 4. Resilience and foresight as a
strategic capacity for confronting future crises and challenges. This research
ultimately concludes that by presenting this comprehensive conceptual
framework, Nahj ul-Balagha not only provides an indigenous and effective
response to the challenges of eroding social capital in contemporary Iranian
society but also offers a strategic roadmap for realizing a forward-looking,
justice-oriented, and civilization-building governance within the Islamic
Revolution.
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Extended Abstract

1. Introduction

The rapid changes in the contemporary world, the increasing complexity of
governance issues, the spread of social crises, the decline in public trust,
and the need to improve the efficiency of political systems have made
social capital one of the most important components of good governance
and sustainable development. Social capital, by emphasizing trust,
participation, social cohesion, cooperation, and responsibility, provides the
basis for increasing the legitimacy, efficiency, and sustainability of
political systems.

In the Islamic Republic of Iran, realizing the grand goals of the Islamic
Revolution and moving on the path of a new Islamic civilization requires
utilizing the capacities of social capital and rereading authentic Islamic
sources to explain its theoretical foundations. In the meantime, Nahj ul-
Balagha, as one of the most important Islamic texts in the fields of politics,
management, and governance, has a valuable capacity for extracting the
principles and components of social capital. The teachings of Imam Ali
(AS) in Nahj ul-Balagha, in addition to explaining the relationship between
the government and the people, emphasize values such as justice, trust,
participation, responsibility, ethics, transparency, consultation, and respect
for the rights of the people, and can provide a theoretical basis for designing
a model of future-oriented governance in the Islamic Republic of Iran.
Despite numerous studies on social capital, Islamic governance, and Alawi
management, there is still little research to extract social capital as a
coherent conceptual system from the teachings of Nahj ul-Balagha and
explains its relationship with future-oriented governance. Most studies
have focused on the ethical or managerial aspects of Nahj ul-Balagha and
have paid less attention to the systematic relationship between the
components of social capital and governance functions. Therefore, the
main issue addressed in the present study is to explain the components of
social capital in the teachings of Nahj ul-Balagha and examine their
capacity to shape a model of forward-looking governance within the
framework of the Islamic Revolution.
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2. Theoretical framework

In the present study, social capital is considered as a set of values, norms,
and social relations that provide the basis for promoting the legitimacy,
efficiency, and sustainability of the governance system by strengthening
trust, justice, participation, accountability, transparency, consultation, and
respect for people's rights. Based on the teachings of Nahj ul-Balagha, these
components operate as an interconnected network, and the realization of
each one provides the basis for strengthening the other components.

In the thought of Imam Ali (AS), public trust is considered the most
important capital of government, and without it, the realization of justice,
participation, and efficiency is not possible. Justice, as the main axis of
governance, also provides the basis for the formation of social trust,
increasing political legitimacy and social cohesion. In addition,
transparency in the performance of agents, respecting people's rights,
fighting corruption, meritocracy and accountability are considered to be the
most important factors in strengthening social capital and promoting
desirable governance.

3. Method

The present study was conducted using the content analysis method and an
interpretative-inductive approach. In this regard, all sermons, letters and
wisdoms of Nahj ul-Balagha were studied and themes related to social
capital and governance were extracted, classified and analyzed. Then, by
examining the relationships between themes, a conceptual framework was
presented to explain the role of social capital in forward-looking
governance.

4. Research findings
The findings show that social capital in Nahj ul-Balagha is based on a set
of interconnected components, the most important of which include trust,
justice, participation, responsibility, transparency, consultation, managerial
ethics, keeping promises, respecting people's rights, trustworthiness, social
solidarity, and accountability. In the thought of Imam Ali (AS), public trust
is considered the most important capital of government, and without it, the
realization of justice, participation, and efficiency will not be possible.
Also, justice, as the main axis of governance, provides the basis for the
formation of social trust and increasing political legitimacy.

A review of the themes extracted from Nahj ul-Balagha shows that
transparency in the performance of agents, respecting people's rights,
fighting corruption, meritocracy, and accountability are effective factors in
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strengthening social capital and improving the efficiency of the governance
system. Also, the emphasis on the principle of consultation, public
participation in decision-making, mutual accountability, and observance of
public interests introduces governance as a two-way process between the
government and society. In this framework, people are not simply the
addressees of the government, but also play an active role in achieving
justice, maintaining social cohesion, reforming affairs, and advancing the
goals of society.

Another finding of the study concerns the prominent position of
managerial ethics in the thought of Imam Ali (AS). The recommendation
to observe justice, avoid discrimination, protect the treasury, humility,
trustworthiness, accountability, respect for human dignity, and avoid
tyranny are considered the most important characteristics of desirable
managers and agents. In addition to increasing public trust, these
components provide the basis for promoting legitimacy, social cohesion,
and the efficiency of the political system.

The findings also show that Nahj ul-Balagha, by emphasizing foresight,
prudence, understanding the circumstances, benefiting from experience,
consultation, and preparation for developments and crises, considers
desirable governance to be beyond the management of current affairs
requiring foresight and strengthening social capacities to face future
challenges. Accordingly, there is a mutual and reinforcing relationship
between trust, justice, participation, managerial ethics, transparency,
accountability, and foresight such that increasing public trust strengthens
social participation, and greater participation facilitates the realization of
justice, legitimacy, and efficiency of the governance system.

5. Conclusion

The results of the study show that social capital in Nahj ul-Balagha is not
simply a collection of scattered moral recommendations, but rather a
coherent system of principles, values, and components that can serve as the
basis for designing a future-oriented governance model. In this system,
trust, justice, participation, transparency, accountability, managerial ethics,
responsibility, and social solidarity play a pivotal role in increasing the
legitimacy, efficiency, and sustainability of the governance system.

Based on the findings, the teachings of Nahj ul-Balagha have a
significant capacity to reconstruct the theoretical foundations of social
capital and present a native model of governance based on Islamic values.
This model, by emphasizing justice, trust, participation, ethics,
transparency, responsibility, and future-orientedness, can play an effective
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role in improving the efficiency of the governance system of the Islamic
Republic of Iran and strengthening the social capital of society. Also,
utilizing these teachings in public policymaking, management, training the
managers, and designing public participation mechanisms will pave the
way for the realization of efficient, legitimate, and forward-looking
governance.
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