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Abstract

Islamic civilization, as a meaningful and purposeful system, is formed on a
foundation of transcendent values and reaches maturity when these values are
objectively crystallized in the layer of social norms and cultural-political
structures. Nahj ul-Balagha reflects a rich set of this inseparable link between
values and norms. The present study aims to identify and explain the
civilization-building norms in Nahj ul-Balagha, based on the theory of
conceptual continuity between values and civilizational norms. This theory
holds that efficient and enduring norms in a civilization are not merely social
conventions, but are rooted in a deeper layer of fundamental values and derive
meaning and validity from them. This study has analyzed the texts of Nahj ul-
Balagha with a qualitative approach using content analysis method. Beyond
identifying norms, the present study explains the process of their realization in
the form of three continuous steps: fundamental value formation,
regularization, and supervisory institutionalization. The findings of the study
show that the words of Imam Ali (AS) include two main aspects of civilization-
building norms: first, the aspect of the structure and action of community
management, and second, the aspect of human relations and social cohesion,
each of which has a close connection with divine-human values: which have
been introduced as the main indicators of the dynamism and integrity of a
civilized society. In this sphere, Nahj ul-Balagha, by drawing a network of
interconnected norms and the three-fold process of their realization, presents a
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comprehensive picture of the requirements for realizing a dynamic, just, and
spiritual civilization. This dynamic conceptual continuity provides a guarantee
for the internal implementation of norms and prevents them from transforming
into inflexible structures.

Keywords: Nahj ul-Balagha, Islamic civilization, civilization-building
norms, conceptual continuity, Islamic values, Alawi governance.

Extended Abstract

1. Introduction

Civilizations are based on the intellectual and value systems of societies.
In the process of civilizational development, norms, as objective behavioral
and structural rules, play a vital role in transforming fundamental values
into social and political realities. Islamic civilization is based on a
foundation of solid divine-human values, which, for sustainability, require
conceptual and functional continuity between these values and the norms
governing its structures. This continuity means that social norms will be
effective and guarantee civilization in the long term when they are rooted
in a deeper layer than fundamental values and gain meaning and credibility
from them. As a prominent intellectual system in the field of practical
wisdom, Nahj ul-Balagha provides a rich platform for systematically
extracting components that operationally transform key values such as
justice-centeredness, human dignity, and rationality into civilization-
building norms such as transparency, accountability, keeping promises,
participation, and tolerance. However, what has been neglected in many
studies is not only identifying these norms, but also explaining the process
of their realization, a process that in Nahj ul-Balagha consists of three
continuous steps: value-foundation (establishing value in beliefs through
rhetoric), rule-making (transforming value into explicit and referable
instructions), and supervisory institutionalization (designing executive
mechanisms and accountability guarantees). A careful rereading of this
mechanism in Nahj ul-Balagha is a fundamental necessity in the process of
theorizing for modern Islamic civilization, because it provides a
transhistorical model of the correlation between religious beliefs and the
requirements of collective life. Although in contemporary Islamic
humanities literature, there has been a lot of research on the ethics,
guidelines, and character of Imam Ali (AS) in Nahj ul-Balagha, a
systematic analytical gap in this area is still noticeable. Most of the studies
have focused on ethical and theoretical dimensions, and less research has
analyzed and explained the objective and structural norms that create
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civilization in Nahj ul-Balagha in a structured manner, using the theoretical
framework of the conceptual continuity between values and civilizational
norms, as well as the process of their realization. As a result, the mechanism
of transforming fundamental values into efficient normative mechanisms
in the text of Nahj ul-Balagha has been largely neglected and requires
systematic exploration. The present study is fundamental-applied in terms
of its purpose and is a qualitative study in terms of its nature. To achieve
its purpose, it uses the qualitative content analysis method with an
inferential approach. This method allows the researcher to systematically
examine and analyze the key concepts and themes present in the textual
data by focusing on predetermined theoretical categories (Hsieh &
Shannon, 2005: 127). In the present study, the main categories of analysis
(fundamental values and civilization-building norms) were determined
based on the theoretical framework of conceptual continuity and
operational definitions of key concepts before entering the data and were
used as the initial template for organizing and coding the raw data. The
research population includes the entire text of Nahj ul-Balagha (sermons,
letters, and aphorisms). Using a criterion-based purposive sampling
method, clauses and sentences that clearly indicate a fundamental value
(such as justice, piety, and dignity) or an operational norm (such as
continuous monitoring, consultation, and transparency) were selected
(Seyyed-Emami, 2011: 45; Firouzjaeian, 2017: 60). In the systematization
process, the selected semantic units were categorized in three analytical
stages: first, initial descriptive coding, then axial coding based on the
relationship with the main categories and areas of governance and society,
and finally, conceptualization and final naming of norms such as
transparency of power, institutional accountability, and structural justice
using value-normative linkage analysis. This process ensures that the
extracted norms are the operational manifestation of the fundamental
values of Nahj al-Balagha (Krippendorff, 2018: 115; Faramarz-
Qaramalaki, 2009: 130). To increase reliability and control interpretive
bias, the process of categorizing and determining criteria was recorded in a
transparent manner so that analytical decisions could be traced. Also, a
review was conducted by experts in the field of Nahj ul-Balagha (political
ethics and sociology of religion) to ensure that the analysis conformed to
the textual foundations and theoretical framework, which guarantees the
validity of the findings. The main limitation of this method is the lack of
statistical generalizability of the findings, because the results of an ideal-
indigenous model derived from a specific text and their generalization to
different societies is not possible without further comparative studies
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(Seydan, 2015: 40). The main research question addressed in the present
study is: What are the civilization-building norms in Nahj ul-Balagha, what
are their characteristics, and how is the process of their realization
(including fundamental value formation, regularization, and regulatory
institutionalization) explained based on the theory of conceptual
continuity? The aim is to systematically identify and analyze these norms
and explain the process of dynamic conceptual continuity between values
and norms in order to present a theoretical-practical model for the modern
Islamic civilization. The theoretical framework of the research is based on
the theory of conceptual continuity between values and civilizational norms
in sociology and social theology. The findings will show that the
sustainability and effectiveness of Islamic civilization depends on the
strategic continuity between fundamental religious values and norms
derived from authentic Islamic texts such as Nahj ul-Balagha, a link that
guarantees the internal implementation of the norms and prevents them
from transforming into inflexible structures lacking a transcendental spirit.

2. Theoretical framework

The theoretical framework of this study is based on the theory of conceptual
continuity between values and civilizational norms, which, as an analytical
tool, measures the health and dynamism of a civilization based on the
degree to which fundamental values are institutionalized in the form of
behavioral rules and social structures. This theory, which has its roots in
historical sociology and social theology, does not simply define values and
norms, but emphasizes the mechanisms of transforming values into norms
and the challenges of this process (Khedavi, 2018: 210; Eisenstadt, 2023:
55). Accordingly, for survival and development, every civilization needs to
transform its abstract values into operational rules and behavioral
requirements; otherwise, a theoretical-practical disconnection, reduced
efficiency, and ultimately the collapse of social structures will occur. The
link between value and norm in this framework is not a simple linear
relationship, but a network of semantic and functional interactions in which
values give direction to norms and norms in practice reproduce and
establish values. In Nahj ul-Balagha, fundamental values, as the core
identity of Islamic civilization, are rooted in monotheism and resurrection
and are not merely individual moral issues, but are considered principles of
macro-policymaking and the foundations of the legitimacy of collective
action. These values, in fact, play the role of guiding and directing the entire
normative system of society, and without them, norms would be devoid of
meaning and merely inflexible and soulless conventions. The most
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important of these values are: Justice-centeredness as the most central value
in Alawi thought, which Imam Ali (AS) considers to be the “pillar of
religion”, the “greatest reformer of society” and the basis of the stability of
society (Nahj ul-Balagha, Sermon 216 and Hikmat 437). Justice in this
view is not simply equal distribution, but “placing everything in its proper
place”; that is, placing everything in its true place. Piety is the basis of
individual superiority and the basic condition for the health of society and
the legitimacy of the actions of agents (Nahj al-Balagha, Sermon 184).
Piety here is not a mere individual virtue, but rather a guarantee of justice
and trustworthiness in social structures. Human dignity, which emphasizes
respect for the essence and creation of man, regardless of race, tribe, and
social status (Nahj al-Balagha, Letter 53), forms the basis of religious
democracy. Responsibility and accountability, which considers power as a
divine trust and holds rulers responsible and accountable to God and the
people (Nahj al-Balagha, Letter 53), forms the basis of transparency and
institutional oversight.

These values find practical expression in the form of civilizing norms
that mediate between ideals and reality and organize the objective
structures of society. The implementation of structural justice at the
judicial, financial, and economic levels is derived from the value of justice
(Letter 53, paragraph 117), which requires norm-setting at different levels:
ensuring the fair distribution of public wealth, creating equal opportunities
for members of society, and universal access to the judiciary. Continuous
oversight and institutional accountability are rooted in responsibility and
piety and create a requirement for the appointment of honest agents and
careful monitoring of their performance (Letter 53, paragraph 8; Nazari,
2014: 120). This norm is institutionalized in the form of mechanisms such
as administrative inspection, regular reporting, and public auditing. The
systematic fight against corruption arising from the pursuit of rights
corrects innovations and institutionalizes enjoining what is good and
forbidding what is evil in the structure of society (Sermon 47). This norm
goes beyond ad hoc encounters and seeks to design systems to prevent
corruption. Consultation and listening to the voice of the community based
on benevolence and people-centeredness transforms consultation with
scholars, elites, and constructive criticism by the people into an institutional
norm (Sermon 216), which leads to public participation and reduced gap
between the government and the people. The simplicity of the agents, also
derived from avoiding worldliness, prevents class rupture and the gap
between the rulers and the people (Letter 45), and strengthens public trust.
By drawing this network of interconnected norms, each rooted in a
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fundamental value, Nahj ul-Balagha presents a systematic attempt to
institutionalize divine values in the form of practical norms. This
theoretical framework allows research to go beyond mere moral description
and, with a structured perspective, analyze how values and norms are
linked in the text of Nahj al-Balagha. In fact, this theory acts as an
analytical lens that enables the researcher to identify the underlying layers
of Alawi norms and show that each operational norm in Nahj ul-Balagha is
the objective manifestation of a transcendent value. Thus, the conceptual
continuity between values and norms is not only a theoretical principle, but
also the practical basis for the sustainability and effectiveness of Islamic
civilization throughout history.

3. Method

The present study is fundamental-applied in terms of its purpose and is
qualitative in terms of method. To achieve its purpose, it used qualitative
content analysis method with an inferential approach. This method allows
the researcher to systematically examine and analyze the key concepts and
themes in the textual data by focusing on predetermined theoretical
categories. The research population includes the entire text of Nahj ul-
Balagha (sermons, letters, and aphorisms); using criterion-based purposive
sampling method, clauses and sentences that clearly indicate a fundamental
value (such as justice, piety, and dignity) or an operational norm (such as
continuous monitoring, consultation, and transparency) were selected. The
main categories of analysis (fundamental values and civilization-building
norms) were determined based on the theoretical framework of conceptual
continuity and operational definitions of key concepts before entering the
data and were used as the initial template for organizing and coding the raw
data. The collected data were analyzed in three stages: initial descriptive
coding, then axial coding based on the relationship to the main categories
and areas of governance and society, and finally conceptualization and final
naming of norms using value-normative linkage analysis. To increase
reliability and control for interpretive bias, the process of categorization
and criteria determination was recorded in a transparent manner so that
analytical decisions could be traced. A review was also conducted by
experts in the field of Nahj ul-Balagha (political ethics and sociology of
religion) to ensure that the analysis was consistent with the textual
foundations and theoretical framework. The main limitation of this method
is the lack of statistical generalizability of the findings, because the results
of an ideal-indigenous model derived from a specific text and their
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generalization to different societies is not possible without further
comparative studies.

4. Conclusion

The present study, with the aim of identifying and explaining the
civilization-building norms in Nahj ul-Balagha based on the theoretical
framework of the conceptual continuity between values and civilizational
norms, has reached the central conclusion that the words of Amir al-
Mu’minin Ali (AS) outline a systematic network of operational norms,
each of which is rooted in the depths of fundamental divine-human values.
Beyond identifying these norms, the present study explained the process of
their realization in the form of three continuous steps: fundamental value
formation (establishing value in beliefs through discourse), regularization
(transforming value into explicit and referable instructions), and
supervisory institutionalization (designing executive mechanisms and
accountability guarantees). This conceptual continuity, which is a
prerequisite for the legitimacy, efficiency, and sustainability of an Islamic
civilization, is manifested in two main areas. In the area of governance and
management, norms such as wise leadership and strategic rationality based
on meritocracy and consultation, transparency and accountability
guaranteed by public oversight and direct access of the people to the ruler,
and ethics and keeping promises including observing fairness and rejecting
deception were identified as the main pillars of managing a civilized
society. In the area of society and human relations, norms of inclusive
justice and human dignity with an emphasis on the inherent equality of
humans and caring for the disadvantaged, religious democracy and mutual
rights based on participation and avoiding self-righteousness, and social
cohesion and unity with the rejection of ignorance and division were
analyzed as the main indicators of the dynamics of a civilized society. The
findings show that civilizing norms are only effective and sustainable when
they have a deep connection with fundamental Islamic values such as
justice-centeredness, piety, human dignity, and responsibility. Without
completing the three steps mentioned, these norms will lack the necessary
implementation guarantees for institutionalization and civilizational
sustainability. By drawing this inseparable link, Nahj al-Balagha presents
a systematic attempt to create continuity between ideal values and
executive structures. The historical experience of the Alawi government
shows that the challenges that arose were not due to the weakness of the
normative structure, but rather due to the society's break from this
continuity; the dominance of personal interests and worldliness over
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genuine Islamic values caused this break. Finally, the present study showed
that the theory of conceptual continuity between values and norms will be
effective as a civilizational model when the process of realizing norms at
three levels of fundamental value formation, regularization, and
supervisory institutionalization is fully completed. The absence of any of
these levels reduces norms to moral recommendations without a guarantee
of implementation. Therefore, the modern Islamic civilization is forced to
follow this process model extracted from Nahj ul-Balagha in order to
objectively realize its values in the realm of governance and society.
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