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Abstract

Examining the positive and negative emotions in the text of Nahj ul-Balagha
is crucial for deepening the understanding of the influential character of Imam
Ali (AS) and more accurately representing his intellectual and value
structures. Additionally, analyzing the emotional dimensions of Imam Ali's
(AS) discourse concerning individuals regarded as human models is of great
importance. This study, based on a linguistic and psychological approach, first
investigates positive and negative emotions in Nahj ul-Balagha and then
analyzes satisfaction with individuals to reveal the psychological, social, and
human layers of the text. To this end, relying on historical psychology and
utilizing deep learning technology and natural language processing
algorithms, along with a Contextualized Construct Representations (CCR)
approach, the connection between common language and the linguistic
structure of Nahj ul-Balagha has been reconstructed. Furthermore, using
transfer learning techniques, the text of Nahj ul-Balagha was analyzed and
classified based on Arabic literature and Watson's Positive and Negative
Affect Schedule (PANAS) questionnaire. The results indicate that in Imam
Ali's (AS) discourse, negative emotion scores are slightly higher than positive
ones, with a relative balance between the two emotional categories. Moreover,
negative emotions are significantly higher in cases of "satisfaction with
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individuals," reflecting Imam Ali's (AS) state of psychological constriction
rather than expansion when praising certain individuals, indicating his
dissatisfaction.

Keywords: Positive and Negative Emotions, Contextualized Construct
Representations (CCR), Satisfaction with Individuals, Imam Ali (AS), Nahj
ul-Balagha.

Extended Abstract

1. Introduction

Given the position of Imam Ali (AS) as a spiritual leader and Islamic ruler
within the Muslim world, examining the representation of positive and
negative emotions in the most significant texts attributed to him —texts
that reflect his psychological and inner states— is of considerable
importance. This importance stems from the fact that one of the key
distinguishing features of a spiritual leader, as opposed to other types of
leaders, lies in his beliefs and conduct, including concepts such as
infallibility (‘isma) and Imamate in Shiite thought, which are manifested in
his manner of engagement with both personal and governmental matters.
Within this framework, the psychological category of "positive and
negative affect,” with a particular focus on satisfaction with individuals,
has not yet been systematically investigated. The present study addresses
this issue for the first time by employing Contextualized Construct
Representations (CCR).

In its first stage, this research analyzes positive and negative emotions
in Nahj ul-Balagha and then, after a thorough survey of all relevant cases,
examines Imam Ali's (AS) manner of engagement with individuals toward
whom he expresses approval and praise. This approach enables a deeper
understanding of the psychological and social dimensions of the text and
facilitates a more rigorous and objective scholarly analysis thereof.

2. Theoretical framework
In the analytical section of the study, the discussion is examined with
reference to the concepts presented in Psychology of Art by Lev Vygotsky
(1971), and the specified topic is analyzed across three levels: “perception,”
“technique,” and “psychoanalysis.” A phenomenological perspective is
also employed to facilitate a clearer understanding of these three levels.

In the statistical section, the Contextualized Construct Representations
(CCR) method is applied. CCR serves as an analytical tool that enables
precise categorization of texts. By focusing on the internal structure of the
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text and the relationships among its semantic units, it allows the researcher
to assign each text to a specific category. Within the framework of natural
language processing (NLP), CCR is also capable of extracting sets of words
and expressions associated with each category, thereby generating a
semantic and conceptual representation of the text.

Furthermore, in the statistical analysis, the Arabic version of the Positive
and Negative Affect Schedule (PANAS) is employed to examine the
affective structure and context of Nahj ul-Balagha. This questionnaire is a
brief and widely used psychometric instrument designed to measure the
intensity of positive and negative emotions over a specified time period. It
was developed and introduced by Watson et al. (1988). The PANAS
consists of 20 items, organized into two categories: positive affect and
negative affect. For each item, respondents rate the intensity of their
experienced emotion using a five- or seven-point Likert scale within a
defined time frame.

Questionnaire Items

Positive Affect (10 items): Interested, Excited, Strong, Enthusiastic,
Proud, Alert, Inspired, Determined, Attentive, Active.

Negative Affect (10 items): Distressed, Upset, Guilty, Scared, Hostile,
Irritable, Ashamed, Nervous, Jittery, Afraid.

3. Method

This study, grounded in historical psychology, examines the psychological
dimensions and historical evidence present in the text of Nahj ul-Balagha.
In this process, deep learning technologies and natural language processing
(NLP) algorithms were employed to establish a link between everyday
language and the linguistic structure of Nahj ul-Balagha. Subsequently,
using transfer learning techniques, the text of Nahj ul-Balagha, based on
Avrabic literature and without direct human intervention, was analyzed and
evaluated according to the indicators of the Positive and Negative Affect
Schedule (PANAS). This approach enables the identification of underlying
psychological components within the text while simultaneously conducting
a coherent process of text mining, in which the psychological nature of
lexical items is taken into account and their latent semantic layers are
revealed.

4. Conclusion

Based on the Positive and Negative Affect Schedule (PANAS), the
following chart illustrates the levels of positive and negative affect in Nahj
ul-Balagha:
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Mean of Positive and Negative Affect in Nahj ul-Balagha
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Total score of positive and negative affect in Nahj ul-Balagha

Positive Negative Ratio

Mean 9.354 9.629 0.274
Standard deviation 5.892 6.144 0.251
Median 6.260 6.467 0.207

In the overall examination of Imam Ali’s (AS) discourse, with only a
slight difference, negative affect was found to be marginally higher than
positive affect, while a general balance between the two emotional domains
was observed. Furthermore, the convergence of the median with the mean
indicates a relatively high level of accuracy and a low margin of error in
the data and statistical calculations of the average emotional distribution in
Imam Ali’s (AS) statements.

In the analysis of satisfaction with individuals, the selected names
include Prophet Muhammad (PBUH), Abu Dharr, Malik al-Ashtar,
Muhammad ibn Abi Bakr, Umar ibn Abi Salama, and Khabbab ibn al-
Auratt.

From the overall data, charts, and tables, it can be inferred that in
comparing levels of satisfaction and dissatisfaction with individuals,
negative affect is significantly higher in the context of “satisfaction with
individuals.” This suggests a state of psychological constriction rather than
expansion in Imam Ali (AS) when expressing praise toward certain
individuals, indicating that his expressions of approval are not primarily
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rooted in emotional expansiveness but rather in an inwardly constrained
emotional state. In addition to quantitative findings, linguistic context,
historical evidence, as well as the situational background and causes of
utterance also support this claim. With the exception of the case of Prophet
Muhammad, in which most statements are delivered in a positive context,
all other cases —except for letter 13— are situated in sorrowful and
negative contexts such as exile, news of martyrdom, dismissal, and
remembrance of past events.

Moreover, Imam Ali’s (AS) expressions of satisfaction can be divided
into two categories: statements made during the individuals’ lifetimes and
those made after their death. In none of these cases —except for the
Prophet— is sanctity attributed to the individuals under praise.
Furthermore, in no instance does Imam Ali (AS) employ supernatural
attributes or engage in flattery when describing these individuals.
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