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Abstract

The letter of Imam Ali to his son is recorded to have been noticed many times
by scholars and researchers. But commentators have interpreted it line by line
and considered it a plural and incoherent text. Sometimes they are even
confused by not understanding the connection of its sentences. In this article,
a new step has been taken towards a coherent interpretation of this letter, based
on Tafarrod. a term obtained from the text of the letter 31 of Nahj ul-Balagha.
In this article, the evidence in the letter31 is stated in an analytical way to
confirm this rule and its compatibility with other concepts in the letter is
explained. In the explanation made, based on this rule, we understand that the
two terms Tafarrod (Selfhoodness) and nafs (ego) express the general truth
governing the Imam's letter and show that everyone should pay attention to
his own individuality (Selfhoodness) and measure his own self. This general
principle gives rise to other recommendations in the letter. Although the
mentioned rule has been confirmed by verses and narrations in addition to
letter 31, there are problems with it, such as promoting selfishness and
relativism. The important point here is that it is completely possible to solve
these problems based on the letter and by referring to it again. Solving the
mentioned problems is a re-emphasis on the coherence and unity of the
concepts of letter 31 based on the rule of Tafarrod.
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Extended Abstract

1. Introduction

Imam Ali's letter to his son, as the 31st letter in Nahj al-Balagha, has been
repeatedly considered by scholars and researchers. However,
commentators have interpreted it in a scattered manner, as if they
considered it a disjointed and incoherent text. Sometimes they have even
become confused by not understanding the connection between its
sentences. In this article, based on "Tafrrod" (individuality), a term derived
from the text of letter 31, a new step is taken towards a coherent
interpretation of this letter.

2. Theoretical framework

In this article, the evidence available in the text of the letter for the
possibility of interpreting the letter based on Tafarrod is presented
analytically, and the compatibility of this term with the concepts in the
letter is explained.

Since Imam himself has mentioned the motivation and reason for
writing this letter in parts of the letter, this part of the letter can be
considered a guide to discovering its common axis. Tafarrod is a term based
on the text of letter 31 of Nahj ul-Balagha. Imam says that concern for my
own person has prevented me from worrying about people. Based on
Tafarrod, the self is the measure and criterion.

Imam says, “Set yourself as a measure and standard.” To properly
understand selfhoodness as a measure, it is necessary to know that evidence
in the aforementioned letter that shows the meaning of self is not only the
general human self, but also the individual and personal self, because: 1. In
the midst of the advice to set the self as a measure, the point is that one
should not say what one does not know. In addition to being a
recommendation to all humans, this advice does not have a precise meaning
without considering the individuality of humans, but rather acting on it
becomes futile and meaningless. 2. The emphasis on Tafarrod and the
prohibition of concern for “others” shows the self as personal and
individual, not the general self. 3. The emphasis in the text of the letter is
on the point that the individual must consider his limitations and
capabilities in relationships and work. This emphasis on restraint is based
on the individual self and is clarified in the words of Imam.

The measure of the self is not mentioned only in this letter, but it can be
understood that from the verses of the Quran that certainty in the soul is the
measure and criterion. It can also be proven from the Quran that the human
heart is a safe haven where his certainty never errs, but basically, the
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certainty of the heart is the criterion for distinguishing between goodness
and sin.

3. Method

In the text under discussion, Tafarrod is not only stated in general terms,
but based on the words of Imam, we understand that Tafarrod has important
implications, including the following:

1. One should not burden oneself with hardship and trouble. Difficulty is
not only moral and practical difficulty, but also cognitive and interpretive
difficulty, which causes one to sink into the swamp of ambiguities and
darkness.

2. A person should measure him/herself and, as a result, not say what he
does not know.

3. A person should not make him/herself a slave to others, that is, s/he
should behave freely and not be influenced by what is alien to him/her.

4. When a person reaches a humble heart, concentration of thought, and
leisure of understanding, s/he can understand the interpretation of truths.
Besides, there are other issues that are better expressed in terms of Tafarrod
and are expressed in the words of Imam such as moderation in seeking
sustenance or emphasizing preserving one's possessions and opportunities
and taking it easy and avoiding risks. The emphasis on preserving one's
spouse and describing the tribe as the wings of flight and the hand of union
are all based on strengthening individuality.

The next issue in line with the article is: When we accept that
selfhoodness and individualism are central, then questions, challenges, and
problems arise. The most important of these problems are promoting
selfishness and promoting relativism.

4. Conclusion
The answer to the first problem is that acting against the will of the self
causes the self to remain in its place and maintain its originality. As long
as the self is original and its “self”, it can be the standard and measure
because in that state and condition it is the will of God that has appeared,
but when its desires appear, its independence from God has appeared, and
this is an important reason why the standard of truth is to act against it!
Accordingly, we must understand freedom and liberty in this letter, which
means not being a slave to anyone else (other than oneself), based on
Tafarrod.

The main answer to the second challenge, the challenge of relativity, is
in the letter 31 of Nahj ul-Balagha, where it says that some humans are
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placed under the guardianship and supervision of a human superior to
themselves; in these circumstances relativity no longer makes sense, so
responsibility towards others is naturally applied. Therefore, in relation to
others, individuality still prevails. But this individual is broader than this
appearance. He has parts of the body and even a soul that are the same as
his soul. Based on the words of Imam, we must expand the existence of the
"individual”. Basically, individuals who are vast in existence are
responsible for others. If the existence of a complete human being and a
comprehensive individual is accepted, many of the epistemological
obstacles and challenges of selfhoodness will be removed because the
reason for the failure to resolve differences is the failure to accept Imam as
the embodiment of the unity of religions and sects.
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