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Abstract

Lexical selection in Nahj ul-Balaghah is highly deliberate, grounded in the
principles of rhetoric and eloquence. Each term within this noble text serves
a distinct semantic function, carrying nuances that synonymous expressions
fail to replicate. The present study aims to investigate the semantic field of al-
huzn (sorrow) in Nahj ul-Balaghah to elucidate the subtle semantic layers of
the related lexical items. Utilizing a descriptive-analytical approach, this
research identifies terms associated with al-huzn —such as al-asaf, al-asa, al-
karb, al-hamm, al-hasra, al-tarah, al-lahf, al-jaza’, and al-sadam —from the
text. By examining their contextual usage relative to the core term (al-huzn),
the study analyses the semantic components and nuances of each term through
a context-oriented methodology, drawing upon classical lexicographical
sources and prominent commentaries. The findings indicate that al-huzn acts
as the unmarked, central term of this semantic field, while the majority of its
related lexemes are marked. Furthermore, the results demonstrate that lexical
choice within this field is meticulously tailored to the specific context and the
precise intent of Imam Ali (PBUH). The semantic components introduced by
the marked terms include varying degrees of intensity, persistence,
comprehensiveness, regret, remorse, despair, sense of loss, exigency, anger,
restlessness, and silent withdrawal. Finally, the analysis of the textual context
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reveals that the collocation of these terms with other linguistic elements
significantly enhances their semantic weight and discourse impact.

Keywords: Imam Ali (PBUH), Nahj ul-Balaghah, Semantic Field, Al-Huzn
(Sorrow), lexical marked, lexical unmarked.

Extended Abstract

1. Introduction

The investigation of lexical semantic fields, specifically the deliberate
selection of signified or non-signified terms by an author, reveals profound
intellectual layers and elucidates how messages are conveyed beyond
literal meaning. Such research is of paramount importance to the study of
Nahj ul-Balaghah, a text that encompasses profound Islamic, ethical,
social, and political concepts. A precise understanding of co-hyponyms
vocabulary aids in the accurate perception of Imam's message and is
essential for discovering rhetorical nuances and grasping the miraculous
nature of his discourse. Furthermore, examining divergent semantic fields
significantly impacts the translation and exegesis of Nahj ul-Balaghah,
guiding translators and commentators toward the authentic meaning
intended by Imam. In Nahj ul-Balaghah, various terms are employed to
denote the concept of "sorrow™ or “grief," each carrying distinct
connotations within its specific linguistic context. These meanings range
from general and pervasive to highly situational and context-bound.
Consequently, an analysis of the semantic field of "al-Huzn" in Nahj ul-
Balaghah can contribute significantly to a more precise understanding of
the lexical nuances within this domain.

2. Theoretical framework

The theory of semantic fields was first introduced by German and Swiss
linguists in the 1920s and 1930s, drawing inspiration from the intellectual
contributions of Herder and Humboldt. This theory was later further
systematized by Weisgerber (Safavi, 2004: 189). According to this
framework, understanding the meaning of a term necessitates the semantic
comprehension of the entire set of related words within the target text. The
objective of such an analysis is to aggregate all vocabulary items belonging
to a specific semantic field, thereby delineating their interrelationships, as
well as the connection between each term and the core, superordinate
lexical item (Mukhtar Omar, 1998: 79-80). Since not all terms within a
semantic field possess equal significance or connotative weight, it is
essential to distinguish between the core (central) term and peripheral
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terms. Scholars have proposed various criteria for this distinction,
including the "Berlin and Kay" criterion, which posits that the core term in
any domain exhibits a type of lexicographical inclusion and is not restricted
to a specific or limited category of objects. This central term is
characterized by greater prominence and usage among native speakers
compared to other terms in the domain, and semantically encompasses a
wider set of related items. Another criterion, proposed by "Betting and
Montague,” is based on statistical and inductive foundations; it suggests
that once the vocabulary of a domain is collected and categorized by
frequency of occurrence, the term with the highest frequency and greater
semantic salience is identified as the core or central term (ibid: 96-97).
Another significant aspect of semantic field analysis involves the
consideration of terms from the perspective of "marked™ or "unmarked."
Scholars maintain that not all words equally convey the speaker’s
subjectivity or perspective; while some terms are neutral, devoid of
connotative meaning, and free of cultural or social values, others are
inherently value-laden and carry rich connotations. Accordingly, linguists
categorize words into two classes: unmarked and marked (Fotouhi, 2016:
262). Unmarked words represent the most natural, simple, and foundational
elements of a language. These terms typically possess clear antonyms,
exhibit higher frequencies of collocation, have more general and inclusive
meanings than their co-hyponyms, generally lack figurative or idiomatic
connotations, and are not confined to specific discourses. Conversely,
marked words, in addition to denoting a particular concept, contain value-
laden and implicit meanings that reflect the author's or speaker’s attitude
and ideological standpoint (ibid: 263-264).

3. Method

In the present study, the term al-huzn (sorrow) was identified as the core
and central concept within its semantic field. This choice is justified
because, unlike its co-hyponyms, the usage of this term is not confined to
a specific or limited category of objects. Additionally, it holds significant
prominence and salience among native speakers and serves as the primary
reference point in various dictionaries for defining other terms within this
semantic domain. To analyse the semantic field of al-huzn, all related
lexical items were extracted from the text of Nahj ul-Balaghah. Their literal
meanings were clarified using authoritative lexicons. Following this, a
descriptive-analytical approach was employed to examine and explain the
specific semantic components of each term in relation to the core term al-
huzn, focusing on their contextual usage within Nahj ul-Balaghah.
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4. Conclusion

The lexical items within the semantic field of al-huzn in Nahj ul-Balaghah
reflect Imam’s (PBUH) message across diverse religious, ethical, political,
and social spheres. Within this semantic field, the term al-huzn, denoting
sorrow in its absolute sense, is an unmarked term and is regarded as the
core/central lexical item. The most prevalent relationship in this field is
"hyponymy" (inclusion), which represents the most significant semantic
relation. Al-huzn functions as the superordinate, while other related terms
are classified as its hyponyms. Most terms within this domain are marked,
as they carry specific semantic loads beyond the core term. Al-asaf conveys
profound sorrow accompanied by intense anger and regret. Al-lahf
encompasses this meaning while additionally carrying the component of
anguish and lamentation over the loss of a person, object, or opportunity.
Al-asa denotes an intense sorrow resulting from the loss of a material or
spiritual entity, which deprives the individual of patience and endurance.
Al-jaza’ conveys a similar meaning but incorporates the component of
restlessness and agitation stemming from the loss of a beloved. Al-tarah
signifies a pervasive and overwhelming sorrow arising from the absence of
benevolence and felicity. Al-thukl epitomizes the ultimate grief associated
with bereavement due to the loss of family or close kin; this sorrow
manifests outwardly through wailing and inwardly affects the deepest
levels of the soul. Al-Karb shares this extremity but denotes an agonizing,
suffocating intensity, where the individual is unable to overcome the grief
autonomously and requires support and consolation from others. Al-jard
signifies an acute sorrow bordering on death, as it places the individual in
a state of severe distress and exigency. Al-hasrah refers to sorrow mingled
with regret, occurring when an irreparable opportunity is lost. Al-sadam
carries the same concept as al-hasrah but includes a component of anger—
that is, regret and sorrow leading to wrath. Al-Shajan describes sorrow that
engulfs the human existence like intertwined tree branches, appearing to be
deeply intertwined with the individual's soul. Al-ghamm also conveys this
sense, denoting the profound impact of sorrow in concealing or obliterating
joy and patience, thereby affecting all facets of an individual’s life. Al-
shajw points to a "choking" sorrow that remains unexpressed, resulting in
a bitter patience maintained alongside suppressed anger. Al-ghass carries a
similar nuance, denoting a constriction in the throat caused by sorrow, fear,
or anxiety, or representing an indelible sorrow that is never forgotten. Al-
karth refers to a tragic event causing immense grief. In close association,
al-hamm denotes an anticipatory sorrow experienced before an unfortunate
event, further signifying a searing, corrosive grief that renders the
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individual oblivious to everything and everyone else. Al-kamad signifies a
deep-seated, latent, and persistent inner sorrow—a perennial grief
inextricably linked to the individual’s spirit. Al-wajam denotes an intense
sorrow that leads to silence and withdrawal from speech; a state of
sullenness and muteness resulting from the failure to achieve one's desires.
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