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Abstract

In response to the pervasive crisis of "fiscal short-termism™ and the systematic
erosion of intergenerational justice in contemporary policymaking, this study
designs a comprehensive conceptual and operational framework for
sustainable budgeting. Relying on the political wisdom of Nahj ul-Balaghah
and employing a two-stage qualitative content analysis method, the research
identifies three fundamental principles of fiscal governance: the inherent
priority of land development over revenue collection, redefining the ruler's
role from "owner" to "trustee," and expanding the concept of "people’s rights"
to include future generations. The proposed framework translates these
normative foundations into three actionable policy tools: the "Development-
Revenue Assessment Matrix," the "Productive Debt Rule,” and the "Annual
Land Development Report." Ultimately, this model offers an alternative
paradigm for fiscal governance that institutionalizes intergenerational justice
by shifting the primary criterion of success from short-term economic growth
to sustainable development.
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Extended Abstract

1. Introduction

Contemporary fiscal governance increasingly faces a fundamental conflict
between short-term political imperatives and long-term economic and
environmental sustainability. This challenge, known as "fiscal short-
termism,” directly impacts intergenerational justice and necessitates a
fundamental revision of the ethical and operational frameworks of
budgeting. The dominant trend in many modern fiscal systems grapples
with the "tyranny of the present,” leading governments to favor immediate
benefits and short-term political achievements over the long-term stability
and economic health of future generations. This crisis manifests globally
through the massive accumulation of public debt, the escalating
degradation of the environment, and insufficient investment in vital
infrastructure. The present study seeks to address this multifaceted crisis
by extracting a cohesive conceptual and operational model from the
teachings of Nahj ul-Balaghah to institutionalize long-term sustainability.

2. Theoretical Framework

The theoretical foundation of this study connects modern paradigms of
sustainable development and intergenerational justice with the economic
philosophy of Nahj ul-Balaghah. While modern approaches such as Green
Budgeting and ESG (Environmental, Social, and Governance) frameworks
integrate sustainability concerns into fiscal cycles, they often rely on
external pressures and lack a binding, intrinsic philosophical mandate. In
contrast, the framework derived from Nahj ul-Balaghah is built upon three
solid theoretical pillars. The first one concerns the inherent priority of
"development of the land" (Imarat al-Arz) over "revenue collection”
(Istijlab al-Kharaj), positing that sustainable investment is the prerequisite
for stable revenue. The second is related to redefining the state's
relationship with public resources from "ownership™ to "trusteeship”
(Amanat), which forms the ethical and legal basis for strict financial
oversight. Finally, the third one includes perceiving people as the
"dependents of God" (Ayal Allah), which expands the concept of public
rights to encompass future generations, making the defense of their rights
a binding moral obligation.

3. Research Method

The present research utilizes a qualitative content analysis method to
extract and redefine fiscal governance principles from the noble text of
Nahj ul-Balaghah. The study was conducted in two stages. First, through
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"historical-textual interpretation” and by referencing classical
commentaries, core themes related to sustainable resource management
were accurately identified and coded within their original context. In the
second stage, through "conceptual reconstruction,” these themes were
abstracted from their historical background and transformed into a
contemporary, operational framework for intergenerational budgeting.
This dual approach, while remaining faithful to the authenticity of the
original text, effectively bridges classical theoretical wisdom with the
complexities of modern policymaking challenges.

4. Conclusion

By analyzing the governance principles in Nahj ul-Balaghah, it is
concluded that the noble text provides an operational decision-making
system that realigns fiscal policy in favor of intergenerational justice. The
extracted theoretical principles were translated into three practical policy
tools: 1) The "Development-Revenue Assessment Matrix™" to objectively
prioritize projects that ensure long-term sustainability over short-term
gains; 2) The "Productive Debt Rule," which legitimizes public borrowing
strictly for creating intergenerational assets; and 3) The "Annual Land
Development Report," a transparent monitoring mechanism designed to
audit natural and human capital. By shifting the ultimate criterion of
national success from short-term economic growth (GDP) to “sustainable
development,” this framework offers an ethics-driven, practical solution for
institutionalizing intergenerational justice in the budgeting process.
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