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Abstract

The letters of Imam Ali (AS), the Commander of the Faithful, addressed to
rulers, scholars, and people of various lands, represent a vital intellectual
treasure within Islamic hadith and historical heritage. The detailed covenant
letter to Muhammad ibn Abi Bakr, following that of Malik al-Ashtar—and in
some respects surpassing it—is deemed the most significant, comprehensive,
and elaborate letter issued by Imam Ali (AS). Its distinction from other letters
to Muhammad lies in the ambiguity of its textual boundaries in sources,
potentially challenging its authenticity in attribution and content. Thus, an
independent study on the genealogy of this covenant letter was necessary,
employing a library-based method for data collection and a descriptive-
analytical-comparative approach for processing, aiming to refine and analyze
its content. The study addresses: How many letters did Imam Ali (AS) write
to Muhammad ibn Abi Bakr, and which sources have reported them? How is
the covenant letter reflected in hadith and historical sources? How is its
authenticity evaluated? Findings revealed seven letters reported in fifteen
early sources, with the detailed covenant letter appearing in the eighth,
varying in elaboration, segmentation, and combination of passages. Its
authenticity is readily proven through reliable verification methods supported
by corroborative evidence.
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Extended Abstract

1. Introduction

The letters of the Commander of the Faithful, Imam Ali (AS), to the rulers,
scholars and people of various lands are among the most important
treasures of knowledge deposited in the hadith and historical heritage of
Islam. The detailed treaty of Muhammad ibn Abi Bakr, after the treaty of
Malik al-Ashtar, and in some respects even before it, is the most important,
most comprehensive and most detailed letter written at the behest of Imam
Ali (AS), which requires an independent study in the field of content
analysis. However, before realizing this topic of "Al-Arsh Tham Angash™,
it is first necessary to clarify and complete the origin of the letter, its limits
and limitations and its authenticity because when referring to hadith,
historical and exegetical sources, it is observed that some of them have
reported a relatively short and concise text under the title of a single letter,
others have reported multiple and sometimes detailed texts describing
multiple letters, and still others have texts of intermediate quality between
the two. The quality of the report in these sources, the identification,
determination and distinction of this testament from other letters of Imam
Ali (AS) to Muhammad, the limits and gaps of its text, are accompanied by
ambiguity and brevity in a way that they may challenge the validity of its
original in terms of citation and content.

2. Theoretical Framework

In the present study, primary sources refer to the sources that did not use
other sources that existed before them - based on historical and hadith
documents - in quoting the letters of Imam Ali (a.s.) to Muhammad ibn Abi
Bakr and the detailed testament, but rather the report of other sources was
influenced and derived from them. The meaning of the validation of the
hadith is the process by which the validity of a hadith is based on the
accuracy of the citation and content; in this article validity of the hadith
will be based on two conventional methods: the authenticity of the
transmission and the authenticity of the chain of transmission.

3. Research Method
The present study attempts to conduct an independent study on the
genealogy of the detailed testament of Muhammad ibn Abi Bakr using a
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library method in data collection and descriptive-analytical-comparative in
their processing, with the aim of refining the subject of content and content
analysis of this valuable letter, based on the following questions: How
many letters have been reported to have been sent from Imam Ali (AS) to
Muhammad ibn Abi Bakr and what are the sources reporting them? How
is the detailed testament of Muhammad ibn Abi Bakr reflected in hadith
and historical sources? How is the validation of the detailed testament?

4. Conclusion
The total number of letters sent from Imam Ali (a.s.) to Muhammad ibn
Abi Bakr is seven, which have been reported in 15 reliable, authentic, and
early sources. Titles of the letters include the following: First brief treaty,
promise to send a detailed treaty to Muhammad ibn Abi Bakr, second brief
treaty, letter of response to jurisprudential issues, Muhammad ibn Abi
Bakr's detailed treaty, letter of consolation and encouragement to resist the
enemy and advice to persevere in the face of Muawiyah's hostility and
attack, and promise to send aid. Names of the reporter's advanced sources
include: Author of Abd al-Razzaq, Author of Ibn-Abi-Shibah, Al-Gharat,
Ansab-ul-Ashraf, Tarikh al-Tabari, Al-Lagha and Salawa al-Arifin, Nazha
al-Absar and the virtues of al-Aqtar, Tohf al-Agool, Amali Mufid, Amali
Tusi, Tahhib al-Ahkam, Al-Istbasar Fima Akhtlaf Man al-Akhbar, Nahj ul-
Balaghah, Commentary on Nahj ul-Balaghah by Ibn Abi al-Hadid, Al-
Kamal fi al-Tarikh. Sources reporting the detailed testament of Muhammad
Ibn Abi Bakr include: Al-Gharat, Al-Laghat and Salwa al-Arifin, Nazha al-
Absar and the virtues of al-Akhtar, Tuhfat ul-Ogool, Amali Mofid, Amali
Tusi, Nahj ul-Balaghah, description of Nahj ul-Balaghah 1bn Abi al-Hadid.
The Book of Al-Qaraat is distinguished from other earlier sources in
various ways: being inclusive of all the letters, mentioning the references
and their brevity, less interference in quoting the number of letters and their
phrases, the specialization of the book's subject and the knowledge of its
author on the subject of the book and letters. For this reason, in addition to
other previous sources, the aforementioned book has been the basis for
most of the descriptions, analyses, and comparisons made. Al-Hadhar and
Salwat al-A'rifin, Nuzhat al-Absar and Mahasin al-Athar, Amali of Sheikh
Mufid and Tusi, Tuhf al-Ugol and Explanation of Nahj ul-Balagha by Ibn
Abi al-Hadid in the detailed report of the treaty, are ranked after the al-
Gharat in order of detail, fragmentation and additions. The book Nahj ul-
Balaghah, due to the fragmentation and deletion of many paragraphs and
the compilation with a very short section of the second brief treatise, has
presented the most specific and different account of the detailed treatise. In
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the field of validating the content and attribution of the detailed testament
of Imam Ali (AS) to Muhammad ibn Abi Bakr, although the authenticity
of this testament cannot be proven by the method of authentic chain of
transmission due to the existence of some disputes based on the most
stringent principles - which is the failure to establish the authenticity and
justice of all the narrators in the chain of transmissions - and also, according
to some other principles available in this method, the authenticity of the
documents in question can be proven, but the method of authentic chain of
transmission can easily prove the claim of the authenticity of Muhammad's
detailed testament and its attribution to the Commander of the Faithful,
Imam Ali (AS). The evidence that creates and increases credibility in this
regard includes: maximum agreement in content with the firmaments and
appearances of the Holy Quran and the abundance of exemplary Quranic
references in it, relatively high agreement in content with the hadiths cited
from the Prophet (PBUH), the existence of abundant evidence indicating
the authenticity of the content and its reference in authentic hadiths
transmitted from the Infallible Imams (PBUH) - through methods other
than those mentioned in the second part -, the detailed report of the
testament by the great scholars of exegesis, hadith, and history in famous
and reliable books, and the existence of abundant rational and logical
evidence and support for the authenticity of the teachings conveyed in it.
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