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Abstract

In the turbulent atmosphere of Imam ‘Ali’s (a) caliphate—marked by
widespread seditions, distortion of truth, and a crisis of legitimacy—his
explanatory approach played a pivotal role in guiding the society. Among the
various methods of exposition, persuasion (iqna‘) occupied a prominent place
in Imam ‘Ali’s communicative system. This approach, grounded in reasoning,
logic, dialogue, and clarification of truth, sought to convince the audience
from within through intellectual and rhetorical means. With a profound
understanding of the influential role of different social groups, Imam ‘Alf (a)
employed this method both in guiding the elites who shaped public opinion
and in mobilizing the masses.

Using a descriptive—analytical method, this study examines two
representative cases of persuasion directed toward the elites and the masses in
Nahj ul-Balaghah. The analysis of these examples provides a model of Jihad
ul-Tabyin (Jihad of Clarification) in the ‘Alaw1 discourse—one that can also
inspire responses to contemporary intellectual and media challenges. The
findings show that Imam ‘Al’s persuasive strategies succeeded in leading
both the elite and the general public to internal acceptance of truth and
commitment to it. Thus, persuasion in the ‘AlawT tradition appears not merely
as a rhetorical tool but as a rational, educational, and social strategy for
managing seditions and mitigating crises—a model that remains an
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illuminating guide for today’s thinkers and social reformers.
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Extended Abstract

1. Problem Statement

The caliphate of Imam 'Ali (PBUH) was marked by widespread seditions,
distortion of truth, a crisis of legitimacy, and intense intellectual and
media attacks. In such an environment, explanation and clarification of
truth were not merely a communicative technique but a necessary strategy
for guiding society, confronting deviation, and managing crises. One of
the most important explanatory mechanisms in Imam 'Ali's conduct was
"persuasion" (igna'), understood as convincing the audience from within
through reasoning, logic, dialogue, and clarification of truth. Despite
numerous studies on persuasion in Nahj ul-Balaghah, one dimension has
received less attention: the strategic role of persuasion at two distinct
levels—first, persuading and aligning the elites and influential figures,
and second, mobilizing and directing the masses. The central question of
this study is, therefore, how Imam 'Ali (PBUH) guided both the elites and
the general public to accept and support the truth through persuasion, and
what differences and connections exist between these two levels.

2. Objective

This study aims to examine the mechanisms of persuasion in the
communicative and explanatory conduct of Amir ul-Mu'minin (PBUH) at
the levels of the elites and the masses, and to present a model of 'Alawi
Jihad ul-Tabyin that can inspire responses to contemporary intellectual
and media challenges.

3. Method

The study adopts a descriptive-analytical method, using library sources.
Data were collected through computer software and analyzed using
qualitative content analysis to identify the patterns and mechanisms of
persuasion in Nahj ul-Balaghah. To illustrate the practical model of
persuasion in 'Alawi conduct, two representative cases were examined:
first, the persuasion of the Basran representative/Kalib al-Jarmi through
the clear and concrete parable of the "caravan scout"; and second, the
mobilization of the Kufans and confrontation with soft warfare through
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Letter 57 of Nahj ul-Balaghah, using persuasion and the attraction of
speech.

4. Findings

The findings show that persuasion in Imam 'Ali's conduct is a multi-level,
dynamic, and flexible process. At the level of the elites, persuasion was
based primarily on rational argumentation, logical disputation, clarity of
proof, use of clear parables, and reminding them of social and political
responsibilities. In dealing with elites and influential figures, Imam 'Ali
(PBUH) emphasized strengthening the epistemic dimension and creating
intellectual and practical commitment. A clear example is the persuasion
of the Basran representative through the parable of the caravan scout,
which showed that ignoring the guidance of a knowledgeable guide leads
society to destruction, while conscious adherence to truth brings
salvation. This argument was so effective that the audience accepted the
truth and gave allegiance consciously.

At the level of the general public, although persuasion was not devoid
of argument, it relied mainly on awakening collective conscience,
arousing religious and moral sentiments, stimulating emotional
motivations, and presenting clear and tangible images. With explicit,
honest, and reasoned speech, Imam 'Ali (PBUH) addressed both the
intellect and the emotions of the people. Letter 57 of Nahj ul-Balaghah to
the people of Kufa is a clear example. In this letter, Imam divided his
situation into two possibilities—"oppressor or oppressed"—and called the
people to rational judgment and responsibility. This discourse both
clarified the truth and awakened public conscience, moving people from
passivity and doubt toward active participation in defense of truth.

Importantly, these two levels, while different, are interconnected.
Persuasion of the elites without public support lacks executive backing,
and persuasion of the masses without elite guidance and intellectual
consolidation is vulnerable to dispersion and deviation. Thus, 'Alawi
conduct presents a model of "two-way persuasion" in which elites and
masses are addressed simultaneously, and the role of each in the
dynamism of Islamic society is defined. Moreover, the ratio of reason and
emotion differs across the two levels: in elite persuasion, rationality and
argumentation are more prominent, with emotion being complementary;
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in mass persuasion, emotion and collective conscience are central, while
arguments serve a confirming and reinforcing function.

5. Conclusion

Persuasion in the conduct of Amir ul-Mu'minin (PBUH) is not merely a
rhetorical tool but a rational, educational, and social strategy for
managing seditions and mitigating crises. The 'Alawi model combines
truth-seeking, honesty, logical reasoning, effective expression, and
attention to the psychological and social conditions of the audience. It
shows that sustainable guidance is possible only through the integration
of rationality and persuasive attraction. The findings can inspire thinkers,
social reformers, and media practitioners in confronting soft warfare,
media distortion, and perceptual crises today. Future studies are
recommended to adopt interdisciplinary approaches—history, social
sciences, psychology, and communication—to design practical models of
persuasion based on 'Alawi conduct, and to use clear 'Alawi parables and
examples more extensively in educational, cultural, and media activities.
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