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Abstract

This corpus-based study employs a descriptive-analytical method to
investigate the semantic fields and collocations of the word "Insan"
(02Y)) in Nahj al-Balaghah. The findings revealed two main semantic
fields in the semantic network of this word: "existential limitations" and
"inherent and acquired dignity." Collocation analysis also uncovered
two clusters of positive (reason, knowledge, heart, thought, dignity) and
negative (weakness, haste, greed, avarice, anger) collocates.
Contrastive patterns such as reason versus desire and truth versus
falsehood form the core of the anthropology of Nahj al-Balaghah.
Various expressive contexts (descriptive-analytical, metaphorical,
warning-glad tidings) serve as Imam Ali's rhetorical tools to influence
the audience and delineate the path of human (Insan) transcendence.
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Extended Abstract

1. Introduction

Nabhj al-Balaghah, as one of the most valuable religious-literary texts in the
Islamic world, has always attracted the attention of researchers in various
fields of human sciences. This precious book, containing the sermons,
letters, and words of wisdom of Imam Ali (AS), is replete with profound
anthropological concepts whose analysis and explanation can open new
horizons in understanding the status of human in the Alawite intellectual
system.

Despite numerous studies on anthropological concepts in Nahj al-
Balaghah, there remains a need for systematic research with a linguistic
and corpus-based approach that can quantitatively and qualitatively analyze
the semantic network of the word "Insan." The main question of the present
study is: In which main semantic fields does the word "Insan" appear in
Nahj al-Balaghah, and what are its semantic collocations? Additionally,
what are the characteristics of the contrastive patterns and expressive
contexts related to this word? The aim of this research is to achieve a
comprehensive and systematic picture of Imam Ali's view of insan and their
existential dimensions.

2. Theoretical Framework

The present study is conducted within the framework of corpus-based
linguistics and structural semantics. Structural semantics, emphasizing
conceptual relationships among words, defines semantic fields as networks
of words related to a specific semantic domain (Alborzi, 2007). In this
approach, the meaning of a word is defined not in isolation but in relation
to its collocates and substitutes. Semantic collocations refer to words that
frequently appear alongside the target word and construct its semantic
network. Analysis of contrastive patterns is another instrument of structural
semantics for discovering bipolar oppositions in a text, representing inner
conflicts and the options facing insan.

3. Research Method

This research was conducted using a corpus-based approach and a
descriptive-analytical method. The statistical population of the study
includes the entire text of Nahj al-Balaghah (including 241 sermons, 79
letters, and 480 words of wisdom). Sampling was purposive, extracting all
instances of the word "Insan" and its cognates (such as "Adami," "Bashar,"
"Nas"). Qualitative content analysis was used to identify semantic fields,
and frequency and statistical analysis were employed to examine
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collocations. Research data were extracted based on "Al-Mu'jam al-
Mufahras li Alfaz Nahj al-Balaghah" by Sobhi Saleh and "Al-Mu'jam al-
Mawdu'i li Nahj al-Balaghah" by Owais Karim Mohammad, and then
processed using corpus analysis software.

4. Discussion and Findings

Research findings indicate that the word "Insan" appears in six main
semantic fields in Nahj al-Balaghah, the most important of which are the
two fields of "existential limitations" and "inherent and acquired dignity."
In the first field, concepts such as weakness, haste, greed, avarice,
ignorance, and incapability collocate with the word "Insan." Sermon 28 is
a prominent example of this semantic field: "Indeed, attached to the fibers
of this insan is a piece that is the most amazing part of him, and that is the
heart..." In this sermon, Imam Ali (AS) delineates the causal chains of
man's moral decline: how hope leads to greed, how greed leads to avarice,
and how avarice leads to destruction. In the second field, dignity-bestowing
concepts such as divine spirit, reason, knowledge, piety, and nobility
accompany the word "Insan." In Sermon 1, after the physical creation of
man, God "then breathed into him of His spirit, and he became an insan
with intellect..." honoring him with the gift of reason and the ability to
distinguish truth from falsehood.

Collocation analysis revealed two main collocational clusters: a positive
cluster including words such as “reason”, “knowledge”, “heart”, “thought”,
“dignity”, “piety”, and “spirit”; and a negative cluster including
“weakness”, ‘“haste”, “greed”, ‘“avarice”, “anger”, “pride”, and
“annihilation”. Statistical analysis of the frequency of these collocates
shows that although warnings about insan limitations are numerous, the
main focus is on empowering human through reason and knowledge to
overcome these limitations. Regarding distribution across the three sections
of Nahj al-Balaghah, discussions of insan limitations are more concentrated
on sermons (with a warning tone), while concepts of dignity and rationality
are more focused on wisdoms (with an educational tone).

The identified contrastive patterns include oppositions such as "reason
versus desire," "truth versus falsehood," "wisdom versus ignorance,"
"knowledge versus ignorance," "meaningful life versus spiritual death,"
and "obedience versus disobedience." These oppositions appear as
contrasting poles within a single sentence or sermon, representing the dual
nature of insan and the constant choice before them.

The expressive contexts employed by Imam Ali (AS) in explaining these
concepts are diverse and purposeful. The descriptive-analytical context (as
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in Sermon 28) adopts a psychological approach, delineating the chain of
causes of moral decline. The metaphorical context, employing impactful
metaphors such as "the heart as a battlefield" and "knowledge as a religion"
(knowledge is a religion by which one worships), makes complex concepts
tangible and memorable. The warning-glad tidings context also urges the
audience to make a conscious choice between two destinies.

5. Conclusion

In conclusion, insan in the intellectual system of Nahj al-Balaghah is
defined as a two-dimensional and dynamic being situated in a field of
opposition between “existential limitations” and “inherent and acquired
dignity”. Their ultimate destiny is determined not by determinism, but by
rationality and their choices on the path of knowledge and piety.
Collocation analysis shows that "Insan" is surrounded by a network of
positive and negative attributes. Contrastive patterns highlight the constant
presence of a moral choice and inner struggle within insan. The various
expressive contexts (descriptive, metaphorical, warning) are Imam's
rhetorical tools not only to convey these profound philosophical concepts
to understanding but also to impact the audience's soul and psyche, urging
them towards action and change. This semantic analysis introduces Nahj
al-Balaghah not merely as an oratorical text, but as a human-making
treatise that, with its metaphorical and impactful expression, charts the path
of transcendence from the dustland of weakness to the heights of dignity.
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