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Abstract

This study aims, through an interdisciplinary approach, to investigate the
concept of social justice in the political thought of Imam Ali (peace be upon
him) and to examine its relationship with certain contemporary theories of
justice. The main research question addressed in the present study is: “What
are the foundations and indicators of social justice in Nahj al-Balagha from
the perspective of Imam Ali (peace be upon him), and how do these indicators
relate to contemporary theories of social justice?” Accordingly, the study
employs qualitative content analysis and comparative methods, drawing upon
primary Islamic sources—particularly Nahj al-Balagha—as well as the works
of thinkers such as John Rawls, Robert Nozick, and Amartya Sen. The
findings indicate that justice, from Imam Ali’s perspective, is grounded in
principles such as the oneness of God, intrinsic human dignity, rejection of
discrimination, protection of the rights of the disadvantaged, and the
accountability of rulers, all of which were realized in his practical governance.
Comparative analysis with contemporary theories of social justice reveals
that, despite certain similarities, there are fundamental differences in
epistemological and anthropological foundations: Ali’s conception of justice
is rooted in theology and ethics, whereas modern theories primarily rely on
social contracts and secular frameworks. The study’s novelty lies in
integrating Islamic sources with contemporary theories to propose a
contextually grounded and inspirational model of social justice, capable of
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addressing inequalities and injustices in modern societies. This research thus
provides a basis for constructive dialogue between Islamic political thought
and contemporary social justice theories.

Keywords: Nahj al-Balagha, Imam Ali (AS), Political Thoughts,
Contemporary Theories, Social Justice.

Extended Abstract

1. Introduction

Social justice has always been one of the most fundamental human
concerns in philosophical, political, and religious realms. From Plato and
Aristotle in ancient Greece to modern theorists such as John Rawls and
Amartya Sen, efforts to articulate the mechanisms for realizing justice have
persisted. In the Islamic tradition, Imam Ali (A.S.), as the pioneer of justice,
introduces justice in Nahj al-Balagha not merely as a legal concept but as
an ethical and divine foundation. He considers justice a "universal
governor" and a comprehensive rule for organizing society, whose
superiority over generosity (charity) is evident in maintaining social order.
This research, employing an interdisciplinary approach, seeks to analyze
the concept of social justice in the political thought of Imam Ali (A.S.) and
compare it with contemporary theories to answer the question: what are the
foundations and indicators of social justice in Nahj al-Balagha, and how do
they relate to modern global theories in this respect?

2. Theoretical Framework

The theoretical framework of this research is based on two main pillars.
First, the foundations of justice in Imam Ali's thought, which are
established on monotheism, the inherent dignity of humans, the rejection
of discrimination, and the accountability of rulers. In this view, justice is
considered the basis of political legitimacy and sustainable social order,
taking precedence over political expediency. The second pillar involves
contemporary theories of social justice, including the perspectives of John
Rawls (justice as fairness and the difference principle), Amartya Sen (the
capability approach), Robert Nozick (entitlement theory), and Nancy
Fraser (redistributive and recognitive justice). This research aims to
elucidate the points of convergence and divergence between these two
intellectual traditions by comparing their epistemological and
anthropological foundations.
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3. Research Method

This research utilizes a qualitative and comparative content analysis
method. Data were collected through a systematic and detailed study of
authentic Islamic sources, particularly Nahj al-Balagha (including sermons,
letters, and wisdom). Subsequently, the findings derived from analyzing
the themes of justice in Imam Ali's thought were interpreted and compared
with the theories of contemporary Western thinkers to reveal meaningful
relationships between these two intellectual traditions.

4. Conclusion

The research findings indicate that justice in the view of Imam Ali (A.S.)
is based on principles such as monotheism, human dignity, and the
responsibility of rulers, and it was realized in practice during his
governance. Comparison with contemporary theories suggests that while
there are similarities in areas such as emphasizing the rights of the deprived
and rejecting structural discrimination with views like those of Rawls and
Sen, there are fundamental differences in their foundations. Alawi justice
is grounded in theology and ethics, whereas modern theories largely rely
on social contract and secular approaches. By presenting a indigenous
model of social justice, this research demonstrates that the thought of Imam
Ali (A.S.) can offer an inspiring solution for addressing inequality crises in
today's societies and provide a platform for constructive dialogue between
Islamic thought and contemporary social sciences.
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