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Abstract

During the rule of Imam Ali (peace be upon him), protests, opposition, and
political and social crises arose, the examination of which provides practical
insights in the fields of management and governance. The governance of the
Commander of the Faithful, despite initial widespread allegiance, quickly
faced foundational protests rooted in worldliness, longstanding rancor, tribal
disputes, and injustice. Crisis management, the intelligent and ethical
approach of Imam (peace be upon him) towards opposition and protests,
distinguishes this era. This research, using a library-based method and content
analysis approach, aims to examine the way Amir al-Mu'minin (peace be upon
him) dealt with opponents and protesters, and to propose appropriate solutions
centered on the teachings of Nahj al-Balaghah . The research findings indicate
that Imam Ali (AS) addressed opposition not through suppression and blind
violence, but by upholding Islamic principles, Alawi ethics, and political
prudence. He offered strategies to manage crises, respond to doubts, promote
social reform, strengthen the legitimacy of the government, and even reform
opponents. Imam embodied a complete model of politics based on rights,
patience, dialogue, seriousness in implementing justice, and respect for the
rights of opponents in confronting the public dissent and protests of that time,
which can serve as a practical model today for governance based on justice
and ethics.
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Extended Abstract

1. Introduction

Imam Ali's government, as one of the most important chapters of islamic
history, faced a series of political, social and economic crises during his
caliphate , including the protests arising from the trends of the world , the
historical grudges between tribes, tribal differences and the of the
government .this variety in and dissatisfaction was not only limited to
material issues such as the distribution of and economic benefits, but also
rooted in social and ideological structures.so, the exact investigation of
imam's exposure to these protests can be used as a practical guideline for
contemporary managers, especially at times .the main objective of this
research is to identify and classify different types of confronting imam (as)
with the opposition and the protesters and beside it , the principles derived
from nahj al-balagha and other historical sources which provide solutions
for crisis, social reform, strengthening of government legitimacy and
reforming opponents and providing a framework for decision making.

2. Theoretical Framework

This is a library-based studies conducted using content analysis method.
The basis of the work of this noble book was used as a fundamental
theoretical source for the extraction of ethical and political principles.
Besides, historical sources and sources of Shia and Sunnis, which are
particularly related to the events of Imam Ali 's caliphate, were also used.
To analyze the content, first, all texts related to the protests and Imam 's
confrontation with the opposition were collected and then classified as time
categories drawing on the descriptions related to Imam Ali 's reign and four
main patterns of imam confronting with intellectual opposition and the
protesters were identified: 1. preservation of Islamic principles; 2. dialogue
and consultation; 3. patience and tolerance, and 4) political and
administrative measures.

3. Research Method

The findings show that Imam Ali (AS), in dealing with opposition and
protests, employed approaches such as patience, dialogue, justice, respect
for the rights of opponents, and political prudence. These approaches not
only contained crises but also led to social reform, the reinforcement of
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governmental legitimacy, and even a change in the attitudes of opponents.
Through an analysis of the statements in Nahj al-Balaghah and an
examination of Imam Ali's (AS) conduct in reliable historical sources, as
well as the reflection of this governance conduct in Nahj al-Balaghah , the
general strategies of the Imam's engagement with intellectual opponents
and political protesters were derived across the following four axes:
Preserving Islamic principles and Alawi morality

Imam (peace be upon him) always emphasized that any decision be placed
within the framework of Alawi law and ethics, especially in confronting
the opposition he emphasized justice, virtue and respect for human rights
rather than acts of repression and violence.

Dialogue and consultation

In the time of the escalation of the opposition, Imam (peace be upon him)
tried to hold a consultative meeting to listen to the opinions of the
opposition. This approach not only reduces tension but also provides an
opportunity to provide religious and logical reasons so that the opposition
can improve themselves within the framework of religious legitimacy.
Patience

In the face of continuous threats and incitement against the realm of
governance, Imam (peace be upon him), instead of immediate response and
reaction, adopted patience as a political tool. This patience does not mean
not to act, but smart timing of measures to prevent escalation.

Political and administrative measures

Imam (peace be upon him) strengthened the legitimacy of the government
by executing justice in the distribution of the public treasury, holding fair
courts and ensuring independence of judges.

4. Conclusion

The results of this research show that Imam (peace be upon him) acted as
an ethical leader and knowing policy maker in confronting the protests and
not as an obstinate leader. The four main patterns extracted from Nahj al-
balagha and historical events are a mixture of religious principles (i.e.,
rights, justice, piety) and crisis management techniques (consultation,
patience, prudence). This combination can be used in different types of
modern governance; for instance:

* In Public Policy: Using structured talks (such as citizen councils) to deal
with popular protests;

* In the Judiciary: The emphasis on justice without discrimination and
independence of judges in such a way that even the opposition can feel it
1s safe;
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* In Crisis Management: applying strategic patience and proper timing for
action, rather than an acute response to escalate the crisis;

* In Promoting Legitimacy: promotion of transparency in distribution of
public resources and providing legal rules for macro decisions, such as
imam 's approach in the distribution of collected taxes and helping the
vulnerable classes.

Theoretically, this research plays a unique role in juxtaposing historical
narratology with contemporary management theories; for the patterns of
Imam Ali (AS) have been systematically identified and classified not only
in religious texts but also through content analysis. Therefore, it can be said
that this study not only leads to precise historical recognition but also
provides an operational framework for "ethics-based governance" within
the context of Islamic thought.

In the light of the findings of this study we find that Imam Ali (peace be
upon him) presented a full model of governance based on justice and ethics
in managing political and social crises. This approach can be considered as
a practical model in modern governance.
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