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Abstract

Public trust is one of the strategic assets of any political system and the
cornerstone of government policymaking in every society and government.
Since governments generally face many challenges in the domestic and
foreign arenas in the path of governance, it is public trust that can safely guide
a political system through the difficult challenges of managing society and
solve many problems. On the other hand, gaining public trust can also increase
the amount of social capital and public participation in various matters,
thereby reducing some of the government's responsibility. Since this
important issue plays an effective and irreplaceable role in the fate of nations
and governments, but has been unfortunately neglected by many Muslim
societies, this article intends to address this gap by evaluating and reviewing
the basic concepts that express public trust, focusing on Letter 53 of Nahj al-
Balagha, and answering the questions: "What are the trust-building concepts
in the Alawi government system according to Letter 53 of Nahj al-Balagha?"
And what effects and consequences will it have on society and the way people
behave towards the government? The findings show that in Letter 53 of Nahj
al-Balagha, public trust is the main pillar of legitimate and sustainable
governance from the perspective of Imam Ali (AS) and its reinforcement
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requires simultaneous observance of ethical principles, social justice and
human interaction. By presenting real situations or hypothetical examples
based on social realities, Imam Ali (AS) emphasizes the creation, shaping and
continuation of concepts related to public trust among managers and
government officials, and concepts such as rectification, sacrifice, justice,
fairness, mercy, kindness, forgiveness and covering up faults, release, grace,
trustworthiness, forbearance, keeping one's promise, etc. are trust-building
concepts in the aforementioned letter.

Keywords: Nahj al-Balagha, Social Capital, Public Trust, Government.

Extended Abstract

1. Introduction

The existence of trust plays a decisive role in creating efficient and reliable
governance. The concept of "public trust" is based on a set of components
and values that have a long history. The importance of this issue, especially
given the current challenges faced by Muslim societies, raises the question
of whether Islamic governance has also paid attention to trust-building
components. Early studies show that many of the elements that shape
public trust in society are prominently explained in Letter 53 of Nah;j al-
Balagha. In the present study, an attempt is made to extract key concepts
effective in building trust in the Alawi government system from the text of
Letter 53.

2. Theoretical Framework

Nahj al-Balagha is a religious and historical text, and its content is the result
of the intellectual and practical development of a religious ruler whose rule
is considered a model of ethical government among Muslims and even
some non-Muslims. Therefore, a political-normative approach has been
considered as a theoretical framework. The word norm means that which
can be considered a good social order. Normative theory considers the most
important categories of political life and politics to be moral and normative.
In fact, normative theory is a branch of moral philosophy that deals with
moral questions about political life. Normative thought argues about the
necessity of the "good thing." This type of argument is specific to political
philosophy. This theory has a long history in human history, in ancient
Greece and China, especially in Confucian philosophy. If we consider
politics to be the management of the general social arrangements of human
beings that have been brought together by their destiny or choice,
normative theory is a way to begin to pay scholarly attention to the process
of "management of arrangements" of society. The main premise of
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normative theory is that the norm itself is an independent, not a dependent,
variable. Therefore, political and social developments are the result of
norms, not necessarily their creation. Although, in the course of historical
developments, norms also do not remain fixed and they change. On the
other hand, these norms are inherently moral, based on rational goodness
and ugliness, and hence humans consider acting on them to be moral and
good. In other words, understanding the elements that constitute a good
society and finding standards and solutions is within the scope of normative
theory. Based on this approach, by examining letter 53 of Nahj al-Balagha
without falling into the trap of assumptions or attributing some modern
concepts to the words of Imam Ali (AS), we can deduce concepts that can
be considered in the form of normative theory, as well as the issue of public
trust.

3. Research Method

The method used in this research is descriptive-analytical and its tools are
documentary and library, which evaluates and reinterprets the basic
concepts that indicate public trust, using a political-normative approach
centered on letter 53 of Nahj al-Balagha. The question addressed in the
present study was ‘What are the concepts of trust-building in the Alawi
government system in letter 53 of Nahj al-Balagha?’ Therefore, relying on
authentic Arabic literature and the historical context of the text, an attempt
was made to draw the semantic network of trust-building concepts and
clarify how they relate and influence strengthening or weakening the
relationship between the government and the people.

4. Conclusion

The purpose of this article was to analyze letter 53 of Nahj al-Balagha and
find what place public trust had in the political thought of Imam (a.s.) and
what its examples are. Therefore, inspired by normative theory and using a
historical descriptive and analytical method, Letter 53 of Nah;j al-Balagha
was examined to determine under what circumstances, for what purpose,
and what concepts Imam Ali (AS), used as a model of Shiite political
thought, built trust. Analysis of the aforementioned letter shows that Imam
Ali (AS) emphasized the concept of public trust not merely as a theoretical
category, but also as a practical and ethical mechanism for governing and
managing society. Public trust, from the perspective of Imam Ali (AS), is
the direct result of human and moral interactions between the ruler and the
people, and it was found that in this letter, semantic relationships of a set
of moral and managerial virtues such as "mercy, fairness, forbearance,
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sacrifice, and social reform, etc." have been considered as prerequisites for
creating and maintaining public trust, virtues that not only consolidate the
ruler's position in the eyes of the people, but also strengthen the foundations
of social and political stability. In contrast, the letter explicitly refers to
behaviors that undermine public trust. Concepts such as “cruelty,
stinginess, arrogance, self-centeredness, betrayal, and deceit” show that
violating moral values and social justice can have destructive effects on
social cohesion and people’s loyalty to the ruler.
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1. Isaiah Berlin
2. Immanuel Kant
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1. thesis
2. antithesis
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1. Public trust
2. Social capital
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