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Abstract

This research examines the sources and documents predating Sharif al-Radi
in Nahj al-Balagha through a comparative analysis of ancient texts to further
clarify the authenticity of this work. Despite challenges such as the loss of
certain documents, the dispersion of primary sources, and variations in
wording, the present study—focusing on reliable sources including al-Jahiz's
"Al-Bayan wa al-Tabyin, "Tabart's Tarikh", Nasr b. Muzahim's "Waq at
Siffin", selected based on rigorous criteria of antiquity, author credibility, and
transmission methodology—demonstrates that substantial portions of Nahj al-
Balagha's content were recorded in these sources prior to its compilation. The
findings of this comparative study indicate that the themes of Nahj al-Balagha
align with earlier sources, confirming its historical authenticity. Furthermore,
differences in wording primarily stem from Sharif al-Radi’s literary selection
criteria and the natural diversity of narratives within the historical tradition of
transmission. The results of analysis revealed that although some works, such
as Nasr b. Muzahim's "Waq‘at Siffin" have received less attention compared
to renowned texts like Tabart's "Tarikh," they played a pivotal role in
transmitting the statements of Imam Ali (AS). By refuting doubts regarding
the attribution of Nahj al-Balagha, this research strengthens its documentary
and historical credibility and underscores the necessity of considering pre—
Sharif al-Radi sources in hadith and historical studies. The applied
comparative method also provides a model for future research in analyzing
the sources of religious texts.
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Extended Abstract

1. Introduction

Nabhj al-Balagha, as a treasury of the words of Imam Ali (AS), has always
been a focus for researchers. However, a fundamental challenge in Nahj al-
Balagha studies is the systematic examination of its sources and
documentation prior to Seyyed Razi, and an analysis of the criteria he
employed in selecting and compiling these sermons—a subject that, despite
its importance, has rarely been the focus of comparative analysis.

This research, employing a meticulous methodology and concentrating
on authoritative sources such as ‘Tarikh al-Tabari’, al-Wagqidi's Nasr b.
Muzahim's "Wagq‘at Siffin", and al-Jahiz's ‘al-Bayan wa al-Tabyin’—
selected based on strict criteria of antiquity, author credibility, and
transmission methodology—aims to provide a clearer picture of the
authenticity of Nahj al-Balagha's content and to identify the principles and
criteria governing Seyyed Razi's literary selection. A comparative study of
these sources can reveal new dimensions of how this valuable heritage was
formed, transmitted, and intelligently selected and compiled.

2. Theoretical Framework

The theoretical framework of this research rests on three main pillars: first,
the principle of historical authenticity, which is proven by referencing the
presence of Nahj al-Balagha's themes in reliable sources predating Sharif
al-Radi (such as ‘Al-Bayan wa al-Tabyin’ by Al-Jahiz, Nasr b. Muzahim's
"Waq‘at Siffin" by Al-Waqidi, and ‘Tarikh al-Tabari’); second, the
methodology of Al-Radi's literary selection, which, based on criteria of
eloquence and rhetoric, completeness of the narrative, and documentary
reliability, led to the selection and occasional literary refinement of the
texts; and third, the comparative analysis of narrative variations, which
attributes these differences not to distortion, but to natural factors such as
the diversity of manuscripts, differing compositional objectives, oral
transmission, and Al-Radi's literary taste. This framework forms the basis
for addressing doubts about authenticity and explaining the criteria
governing the compilation of Nah;j al-Balagha.

3. Method
This study employs a descriptive-analytical research method. In the
descriptive phase, existing sources and documents were collected and
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classified, while in the analytical phase, these data were examined using a
critical approach. The analytical method employed allows for a more
precise evaluation of the relationships between texts and the identification
of patterns governing the selection and quotation of materials. A
comparative analysis of the texts reveals that the narratives selected by
Sharif al-Radi in Nahj al-Balagha, compared to their counterparts in earlier
sources, are often more refined and mature in terms of linguistic polish,
structural coherence, and the use of rhetorical devices. This may indicate
Al-Radi's criteria and literary taste in selecting the most complete and
eloquent available narratives of the words of Imam Ali (AS), without
compromising the authenticity of the content and the attribution of the core
themes. This combined approach provides the necessary
comprehensiveness to address the research questions.

4. Conclusion

This study, through a systematic examination of three pre-Sayyid al-Radi
sources of Nahj al-Balagha, reached significant findings that can be
summarized under several main themes:

1. Confirmation of the historical authenticity of Nahj al-Balagha

The comparative study demonstrates that the core content of Nah;j al-
Balagha is rooted in reliable and ancient sources that were in circulation
prior to its compilation—such as the works of Al-Jahiz, Al-Wagqidi, and Al-
Tabari examined in this research. This contextual alignment corroborates
Sayyid al-Radi's claim of relying on prior written heritage and refutes any
doubts regarding the fabrication of the work in its entirety.

2. Understanding Sayyid al-Radi's Methodology

The comparative analyses in this study revealed that Sayyid al-Radi,
adhering to the principles of narration and transmission and relying on
precise literary and rhetorical criteria, selected the statements of Imam Ali
(AS) from among numerous reliable earlier sources. The existing
differences between the narratives in Nahj al-Balagha and other historical
sources are primarily a natural reflection of the diversity of narratives
within the tradition of historical quotation and a direct result of this
conscious selection process aimed at compiling the most outstanding
examples of eloquence and rhetoric. By discerning and choosing the most
eloquent and complete narratives from the available options, without
altering the essence and core content of the words, Sayyid al-Radi played
a fundamental role in preserving and transmitting the Alawi heritage. This
selection-oriented approach, rooted in the scholarly tradition of his time,
ensured that differences remained largely at the level of phrasing and
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expressive structures, while the authentic core of meaning and the themes
of Imam's words were fully preserved.

3. The Importance of the used sources

This study paid particular attention to works such as ‘Nasr b. Muzahim's
"Waq‘at Siffin" which, despite their documentary importance and
historical antiquity, have received less in-depth attention in previous
analyses concerning the sources of Nahj al-Balagha. Examining these types
of sources reveals that Sayyid al-Radi, in addition to drawing upon well-
known texts, utilized a wide range of sources—including works that are not
currently at the forefront of researchers’ attention.
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