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Abstract

Tashif in narrations is among the textual afflictions that have affected certain
hadiths. Such corruption at times disrupts the accurate understanding of
reports and hinders the comprehension of their text and intent. Hence, one of
the most important domains in hadith studies is the identification of tashif and
its rectification. Employing early and authoritative sources is among the most
effective methods in this endeavor. Nahj al-Balagha, beyond possessing this
quality, serves as a reliable source in detecting corruptions in the transmitted
words of Amir al-Mu’minin (‘a), due to the precision and mastery of its
compiler al-Sharif al-Radi, and his deep familiarity with the subtle eloquence
of Imam ‘Ali (‘a). The present study, employing the library method and
through a comparative analysis, seeks to answer the question: What role does
Nahj al-Balagha play in identifying verbal tashif in Shi‘i hadiths? The
findings indicate that such corruptions appear on three levels: letters, words,
and sentences. Among these, letter-level tashif is the most frequent. Letter-
level tashif occurs in four forms: (1) dot-related confusion, (2) similarity of
letter skeletons, (3) phonetic similarity, and (4) addition of extra letters.
Although works such as al-KafT and Tuhaf al-‘Uqul were compiled before
Nabhj al-Balagha, the comparative examples demonstrate that word forms in
Nahj al-Balagha are often preserved with greater precision. In the process of
identifying tashif, supporting evidence was sought not only from Nahj al-
Balagha but also from other corroborative indicators: recourse to earlier
hadith sources, contextual analysis, reference to lexicons, application of
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grammatical principles, and consultation with prominent commentators and
hadith scholars.

Keywords: Imam ‘Al1 (‘a), Nahj al-Balagha, Shi‘i narrations, Letter-Level
Corruption, Word-Level Corruption, Sentence-Level Corruption.

Extended Abstract

1. Introduction

The most renowned work preserving the words of Imam “Ali (‘a) is Nah;j
al-Balagha. This compilation, gathered by al-Sharif al-Radi, contains
selections of the Imam’s eloquent sermons, letters, and admonitions. Al-
Sharif al-Radi—himself a poet of considerable renown—undertook this
project upon the suggestion of certain scholars, carefully collecting pieces
of Imam °‘Alr’s (‘a) discourse, distinguished by their extraordinary
eloquence, the treasures of Arabic rhetoric, and their brilliance in both
religious and worldly matters. Alongside Nahj al-Balagha, other works,
both before and after it, independently or in collections of hadiths of other
Imams (‘a), also preserved portions of Imam “Alr’s words. A comparison
between his statements in Nahj al-Balagha and parallel reports in other
works reveals differences in the recording of certain letters and words. Such
variation indicates the likelihood of tashif in those alternative sources. The
present research thus aims to identify instances of tashif in selected
statements from Imam °‘Ali (‘a) by reference to the more reliable
transmission in Nahj al-Balagha.

2. Theoretical Framework
Because hadith is composed in non-revelatory language, it has been
vulnerable to textual distortions from the time of its transmission. Among
these is tashif. Such corruption may lead to misinterpretation or altered
meanings, thereby impeding proper comprehension of the text. Tashif
refers to the alteration of part of an isnad or matn (document) into
something similar or closely resembling it. Reports affected by such
corruption are classified according to the type of tashif involved: verbal
(lafz1) and semantic (ma‘qul). Verbal tashif may be either visual (scribal)
or auditory. Each of these can occur in either the isnad (reference) or the
matn (text) of the narrated hadith. Visual tashif arises when two letters have
similar written forms and are thereby confused (for instance, a letter with
dots exchanged for another without). Auditory tashif occurs when two
words sound similar or share rhythmic patterns, leading to substitution.
Tashif in hadith literature may stem from the original transmitters, from
the compilers of the primary sources, or from later scribes and copyists.
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One key method of identifying tashif is the comparison of parallel
transmissions in multiple sources—whether those works are direct sources
of the report under study (e.g., Shaykh al-Sadiiq’s writings relative to
Makarim al-Akhlaq or Mishkat al-Anwar), or independent sources that also
transmit the hadith through other channels (e.g., Man La Yahduruhu al-
Faqih relative to al-KafT). Likewise, transmission of the same report in later
compilations and commentaries—such as Bihar al-Anwar citing Amali al-
Sadiiq, or Wasa'il al-Shi‘a citing the Kutub al-Arba‘a—is beneficial, since
the versions available to those scholars may have been more complete and
accurate than those presently extant.

3. Method

This research adopts a library-based approach and employs comparative
textual analysis. By comparing selected sayings of Imam ‘Ali (‘a) as
preserved in Nahj al-Balagha with their counterparts in other sources, the
study highlights the various instances of tashif—at the level of letters,
words, and sentences—using Nahj al-Balagha as the primary point of
reference.

4. Conclusion

The study demonstrates that distortions found in other hadith sources, when
compared against Nahj al-Balagha, fall into three categories: a) Letter-level
corruption, b) Word-level corruption, and c) Sentence-level corruption.
Among these, letter-level corruption was the most frequent. It appeared in
four forms: 1) Confusion caused by the placement of dots, 2) Confusion
due to similarity of letter skeletons, 3) Confusion arising from phonetic
resemblance, 4) Confusion through the addition of extra letters.

Thus, Nahj al-Balagha, by virtue of its unique status, can serve as a
highly reliable reference for assessing potential tashif in parallel narrations
preserved elsewhere. This study provides examples of such corruptions
found in works such as al-Kafi, Man La Yahduruhu al-Faqth, and Tuhaf al-
‘Uqil.

In addition to reliance on Nah;j al-Balagha, the identification of tashif
was corroborated through multiple lines of evidence: a) Recourse to other
hadith sources that transmit the same reading as in Nahj al-Balagha b)
Evaluation of the corrupted word/phrase against the contextual flow of
discourse c) Lexical analysis using classical dictionaries d) Application of
grammatical principles to assess syntactic placement and structure, and e)
Consideration of the views of eminent hadith commentators and scholars.
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The reasons for preferring the transmission of Nahj al-Baldgha over other
versions, in the examined cases, are presented in the table below.

Table 1. Reasons for preferring the narration of Nahj al-Balagha over other

narrations
Reasons and evidences for preferring the report in Nahj al-Balagha and for
identifying instances of tashif in other hadith sources
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