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Abstract

The term ‘magic of proximity’ expresses some phonetic and musical balances.
This term was first proposed by Shafi'i Kadkani. The common sound between
words makes them appear next to each other, regardless of their meaning. The
musical and phonetic features are the main link between these words. The
magic of proximity and coexistence between words that are composed of
common sounds attract the audience's attention, and in this way, they do not
feel any meaning between these words, and as a result, they are like related
words and it is united and accepted. This study aims to analyze the magic of
proximity in the aphorisms of Nahj al-Balagha through a descriptive-
analytical method relying on Shafi’i Kadkani’s point of view. The findings
show that the application of the magic of proximity in the framework of the
literary arts of repetition, puns, phrasing, sajja, conflict, similitude of parts,
consideration of an example, and slang and publishing cause coherence and
unity of meaning in the wisdom of Nahj al-Balagha has been the correct
combination of words has provided the basis for distinguishing the style of
Imam Ali (AS). The use of word arts and their coexistence with each other
and having similar phonetic features has created a special harmony, which
means that the concepts are expressed with more emphasis. The use of similar
elements and phonetic repetitions has created a semantic function in the text.
Imam (AS) has created a special harmony between the elements of this
wisdom by using the appropriate selection of words and putting them together
and using music, and in this way he has established a strong bond between
words and music.
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Extended Abstract

1. Introduction

The term ‘magic of proximity’ expresses some phonetic and musical
balances. This term was first proposed by Shafi Kadkani. The musical and
phonetic features are the main link between these words. The magic of
proximity and coexistence between words that are composed of common
sounds attract the audience's attention, and in this way, they do not feel any
meaning between these words, and as a result, accept them like related and
united words.

The magic of proximity not only enhances the verbal music, it also
enriches the meaning. The magic of proximity exists in all languages, and
it can be stated that this phenomenon is stronger in Arabic Language than
in Persian. This artistic technique causes the transfer of images, sounds,
concepts and the highlighting of words. According to the research
conducted, no research has been conducted so far on the magic of proximity
in the aphorisms of Nahj al-Balagha; therefore, the present research is
considered a new and novel research. Accordingly, the present study aims
to answer the following questions:

What are the most important elements in the formation of the magic of
proximity in the aphorisms of Nahj al-Balagha?

What effect does the magic of proximity have on creating new meanings
in the aphorisms of Nahj al-Balagha?

2. Theoretical Framework

The magic of proximity is more than just the use of puns and verbal virtues.
This artistic method manifests itself when the sharing of verbal music and
the proximity and proximity of words in form lead to the increase of new
meaning and the desired concept is conveyed to the audience with greater
power. The topics of substitution and co-occurrence were first raised by the
Swiss linguist Ferdinand de Saussure. He provided the basis for linguistic
analysis by addressing these topics. It can be stated that the axis of
succession is based on similar and the axis of coexistence is based on
different factors. In the axis of substitution, relations are based on selection,
and in the axis of association, relations rely on combination; in other words,
in the axis of association, the choice of words is of great importance, and
in the axis of substitution, how words are placed next to each other is
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important. These axes have a tremendous impact on the music, the rhythm
of the words, and the semantic difference of the speech. Metaphor is related
to the axis of substitution, because it arises based on the similarity of the
elements, and the metaphor is related to the axis of association, because it
appears in terms of linguistic composition.

3. Research Method

This study aims to analyze the magic of proximity in the aphorisms of Nahj-
ul-Balagha through a descriptive-analytical method relying on Shafi
Kadkani’s point of view. The present study, by selecting the words of Imam
Ali (AS) as one of the highest Islamic and rhetorical holy books in the field
of prose, analyzes the magic of proximity in the short words of Nahj al-
Balagha in order to explain to the audience the wise selection of words in
the axis of proximity and how they are placed in the axis of succession by
Imam Ali (AS).

4. Conclusion

In ‘magic of proximity,’ the linguistic and literary elements that influence
the music of the word are examined. The Magic of Proximity examines
literary and linguistic texts on the axes of substitution and coexistence. The
axes of succession and coexistence have a great influence on the music of
words. The structure of literary texts differs significantly from ordinary and
scientific texts, because in literary texts, the way words are chosen and their
placement next to each other has a significant impact on the nature of the
language and its function. Since Nahj al-Balagha is one of the most
valuable Islamic and literary books that benefits from linguistic beauty, it
has attracted the attention of many researchers for a long time. Literary
analysis and text linguistics are among the issues that have been given
special importance among linguistic research. Analyzing the linguistic
aspects in the light of the magic of proximity helps the researcher
understand the aesthetic aspects of the text.

The artistic and literary skill of the magic of proximity in the form of
literary devices such as repetition, pun, alliteration, parallelism, antithesis,
similarity of ends, maintaining symmetry, and interspersing, creates
coherence and semantic unity in the wisdoms of Nahj al-Balagha. The
correct combination of words has distinguished the style of Imam Ali (AS).
The use of similar elements and phonetic repetitions has created a semantic
function in the text. Imam (AS) has created a special harmony between the
elements of wisdom by appropriate selection of words, juxtaposing them
next to each other in the axis of juxtaposition, and utilizing music, and,
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thus, has established a strong bond between words and music. Imam has
added to the semantic load of wisdom through repetition and distinguished
the musical structure of his words. The functions of the magic of proximity
in the aphorisms of Nahj al-Balagha include immortalizing the word by
strengthening the music, enhancing the emotional charge of the word,
creating meaning, giving unity and coherence to meanings, better
conveyance of the concepts, and strengthening the meaning. Imam Ali (AS)
has used various metaphors and allusions in a wise and artistic manner on
the subject of succession, each of which contains subtle points. The
semantic function of metaphor was actually to convey the concepts and
messages intended by Imam through the use of synonyms and their
substitutes. The literary art of puns has a strong connection with musical
scores, because by creating sound and musical harmony in words following
the repetition of letters, a beautiful melody and rhythm is given to the
words. Parallelism is a type of artistic technique used by Imam (AS) to
create music and harmonize short phrases. By utilizing the principle of
analogy, Imam has not only placed similar elements next to each other, but
also created proportion and unity between these elements.
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