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Abstract

Today, the concept of justice is regarded as a key principle in human societies.
Justice, as it exists in many religious and philosophical literatures, has been
also mentioned in various texts. One of the most important texts related to the
concept of justice is Nahj al-Balagha. Nahj al-Balagha, as a great historical
and literary work, has played a significant role in the emergence and
development of the concept of justice in the Islamic culture. On the other hand,
from the perspective of human rights, the concept of justice is emphasized as
the main principle for maintaining human rights and distributing resources and
opportunities in society. The notion of human rights seeks to provide
guarantees for preserving the dignity and rights of individuals and society in
general, and social justice is also a part of this effort. This research, as a
descriptive-analytical and comparative study, is an attempt to answer the
question “What are the similarities and differences between the concept of
justice in Nahj al-Balagha and human rights?” Nahj al-Balagha and human
rights emphasize the importance of human dignity, equality, social justice and
fair distribution of wealth. Justice in human rights is mostly based on
philosophy and natural rights, while justice in Nahj al-Balagha is rooted in
religion and Sharia. Justice in Nahj al-Balagha has wider dimensions
including moral, social, economic.
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Extended Abstract

1. Introduction

Addressing Malik Ashtar, Hazrat Ali (AS) said: “The uprightness of justice
in the land” means that justice must be institutionalized in the lands. In
wisdom 437 of Nah;j al-Balagha, it is stated that: “Al-Adl yaza’ al-amur
mawada’ha” meaning that justice places matters in their place, that is, in a
place beyond the accidental and excessive historical situation. In sermon
15 of Nahj al-Balagha, it is stated: “Fi al-Adl sa’ah wal man dhaq ala al-
Adl faljur ala aziq,” which means that justice is a wide area; if justice is
narrow for someone, oppression will be harder and narrower for him.
Justice creates breadth and openness and stability and permanence. Law
was created for the purpose of regulating relations and giving order to
human society. From the perspective of law, the most basic definition of
justice is as follows: “Justice is granting the right to the rightful owner.”
The expression “Justice is putting everything in its place” is very close to
the legal definition. Justice is a concept that mankind has known and strived
to establish since the beginning of its civilization. International human
rights represent the ideal of justice in a society in which every human being
can enjoy a free life, accompanied by peace, tranquillity, security and
prosperity. Justice is the essence that every legal system, including
international human rights, seeks. International human rights is the only
system with a global face due to its nature, and the sovereignty of states
cannot create a significant obstacle to its influence. However, local
customs, traditions, religions and ethics maintain a margin for the rules of
domestic law. The important drawbacks of the ideal of justice, as the main
leaven of international human rights, are the ambiguity in its definition and
distinction. However, differences and ambiguities should not prevent
efforts to find a suitable definition for it. The main concern of the present
study is to compare the concept of justice in Nahj al-Balagha and
international human rights. The present research examines the concept of
justice in two different fields, namely Islamic and Western, and identifies
the differences by making a comparison between them.

2. Theoretical Framework

In today's world, the concept of justice is one of the fundamental and vital
issues in the field of law and philosophy. This concept is defined and
examined differently in the Islamic and Western traditions. In Nahj al-
Balagha, Imam Ali (AS) refers to justice as the most fundamental and
important principle in government and emphasizes the necessity of
observing justice in all aspects of life. In the Islamic tradition, Nahj al-
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Balagha, as one of the main sources in the field of Islamic philosophy and
ethics, provides a complete definition of justice and defines it as the most
fundamental principle in ethics and government. On the other hand,
international human rights also defines the concept of justice as a
fundamental human right, and this concept is observed in the Universal
Declaration of Human Rights and other relevant documents. Given the
cultural, historical, and philosophical differences between Islam and the
West, it is expected that the concept of justice in Nahj al-Balagha and
international human rights be different. For example, in Nahj al-Balagha,
justice is defined as a concept related to religion, ethics, and Islamic
government, while in international human rights, it is defined as
fundamental human rights and civil and political rights. Considering the
principles of justice in human societies and its impact on the structure of
governments, a comparative study of these two areas includes evaluating,
comparing and examining their differences.

3. Research Method
This research was conducted using a descriptive-analytical method. Data
was collected by documentary (library) method.

4. Conclusion

A comparison of the concept of justice in Nahj al-Balagha and international
human rights law revealed that while both originate from common moral
and legal values and principles, such as equality, justice, and the
preservation of human dignity, the focus and interpretation of the concept
of justice can be different in each of these two topics. In Nah;j al-Balagha,
justice is emphasized from the perspective of Imam Ali (AS) as the
principle for preserving human dignity and the fair distribution of benefits
and opportunities in society. Justice from the perspective of Nahj al-
Balagha includes concepts such as balance of interests, equal interaction
with individuals and groups, respect for individual rights, and elimination
of deprivation. On the other hand, in international human rights, justice is
defined from a legal perspective, and progress in international human rights
is emphasized through the observance of fundamental rights, ensuring
balance and equality in access to resources, opportunities, and non-
discriminatory treatment of laws. Although there are approaches to the
concept of justice in Nahj al-Balagha and international humanitarian law,
different legal powers and objectives are seen in each of these traditions.
Nahj al-Balagha focuses more on the spiritual and moral cultivation of the
individual and the rulers, while international humanitarian law emphasizes
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the achievement of independence, fundamental rights, and the guarantee of
individual rights and freedom. However, both of these concepts attempt to
apply the principles of justice in society and promote equality, balance,
respect for human rights, and dignity, each in its own way and approach.
On the one hand, Nahj al-Balagha gives justice an individual and spiritual
value and focuses more on the spiritual and moral development of
individuals, as well as the difference between right and wrong, good and
evil. In Nah;j al-Balagha, justice is emphasized as a personal duty and value.
On the other hand, international human rights define justice as a political
and legal principle and emphasize respect for individual rights, equality,
non-discrimination, free and fair access to opportunities and resources, and
protection of human dignity. From the perspective of international human
rights, social justice should emphasize injustices and inequalities in society
and target a combination of economic and social differences.
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