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Abstract

Cognitive semantics, which falls under the domain of cognitive linguistics,
offers innovative methods for text analysis. These methods aim to map the
conceptual relationships between the meanings of a lexical entry within the
framework of a semantic network. This new perspective emphasizes the
dynamism and flexibility of linguistic units within the context of a text. It
integrates the worldview embedded in texts into this dynamism and
scrutinizes texts through various approaches—both diachronic and
synchronic—centered on semantic analysis. Religious-Islamic texts,
inherently dynamic and fluid in nature, can be examined using some of these
modern semantic methods. The earliest religious studies in this field focused
on Qur'anic research, yielding satisfactory results and highlighting the
dynamism of the discourses underlying religious texts. Nahj al-Balagha, due
to its significant status in Islamic heritage, reflects a worldview rooted in the
intent of its original speaker. This worldview is also intertwined with the
emotional, cultural, and situational contexts, which are manifest in the
linguistic context of Nahj al-Balagha. Hence, its linguistic context is of great
importance in understanding the semantic framework of Nahj al-Balagha
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Extended Abstract

1. Introduction

Cognitive semantics, which falls under the domain of cognitive linguistics,
offers innovative methods for text analysis. These methods aim to map the
conceptual relationships between the meanings of a lexical entry within the
framework of a semantic network. This new perspective emphasizes the
dynamism and flexibility of linguistic units within the context of a text. It
integrates the worldview embedded in texts into this dynamism and
scrutinizes texts through various approaches—both diachronic and
synchronic—centered on semantic analysis. Religious-Islamic texts,
inherently dynamic and fluid in nature, can be examined using some of
these modern semantic methods. The earliest religious studies in this field
focused on Qur'anic research, yielding satisfactory results and highlighting
the dynamism of the discourses underlying religious texts. Nahj al-
Balagha, due to its significant status in Islamic heritage, reflects a
worldview rooted in the intent of its original speaker. This worldview is
also intertwined with the emotional, cultural, and situational contexts,
which are manifest in the linguistic context of Nahj al-Balagha. Hence, its
linguistic context is of great importance in understanding the semantic
framework of Nahj al-Balagha.

Applying these modern semantic methods to the text of Nahj al-Balagha
not only uncovers the deep layers and broad semantic scope of its
vocabulary in a systematic semantic network but also aids in understanding
the cognitive domain of the audience and the mental framework of the
original speaker. This is particularly significant when studying concepts
that relate to human perspectives on existence. Based on this, the lexical
entry Nazar (meaning "to look" or "to contemplate")—as a sensory verb,
given its role in human ontological understanding—has been selected for
analysis. By leveraging the radial network and prototype theory, its
polysemy within the dynamic discourse of Nahj al-Balagha is analyzed.
Furthermore, using relational semantics, the conceptual relationships
between its meanings, the prototype, and the interconnections among these
meanings are examined.

2. Theoretical Framework

The radial network is one of the modern semantic approaches that
systematically examine the polysemy of a lexical entry. This perspective,
introduced within the framework of categorization theory, considers the
prototype as the criterion for classifying linguistic elements. The prototype
is defined as "the central member of a category" (Abdolwahid & Kharouf,
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2016: 98), which "shares the most common features with other members of
a specific category while having the fewest common traits with members
of other categories" (Liu et al., 2009: 42). In this approach, the self-evident
meanings or presupposed meanings serve as the criteria for identifying the
prototype. Accordingly, in the radial network, the prototype constitutes the
primary type, while other words form the peripheral types within the
network. These peripheral types share characteristics with the primary type,
but the extent of this shared connection varies among them. Sometimes the
widening of the primary meaning occurs inclusively, maintaining the
closest connection to the core meaning, while at other times, it occurs
metaphorically, resulting in a greater distance from the core meaning.

Even within inclusive widenings, the degree of incorporation of the
central semantic components is not uniform. It has been stated that "the
theory of semantic components not only identifies the components of each
meaning but also demonstrates how components are added or omitted due
to changes in word meanings" (Mukhtar Omar, 2007: 102). These changes
in meaning arise within the linguistic context and result from the co-
occurrence of linguistic forms.

3. Research Method

Since this research is a library-based study, the data collection tools include
note-taking, classification, and content analysis. The methodology and
approach to addressing the research questions rely on a synchronic analysis
with a descriptive approach, focusing on relational semantics. On the other
hand, this theory, being rooted in the contextual approach, necessitates an
understanding of various contexts: linguistic, emotional, situational, and
cultural contexts.

However, in analyzing the polysemy of words, the primary emphasis is
on the linguistic context, as semantic relationships are identified along the
horizontal axis through the co-occurrence of collocations within the intra-
linguistic context.

4. Conclusion

The examination of the semantic culture of Nahj al-Balagha reveals that
applying certain modern semantic theories to religious texts can extract
various and systematic meanings of words within a linguistic context. This
article, based on the radial network theory, concludes that the "visual
perception; seeing with the eye" is the central member of the lexical entry
Nazar (meaning "to look" or "to observe"). In Nahj al-Balagha, this
linguistic unit has appeared 150 times, and beyond the core meaning, it
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becomes polysemous due to the context, the issue of alignment, and the
modifiers present in the speech. These semantic shifts, which are rooted in
semantic components, occur sometimes by adding components and
sometimes by omitting them. Modifications in the central meaning, which
involve variations in intensity, can lead to new meanings that may have one
or more elastic meaning(s). Among these, the semantic widening of Nazar
in the abstract concept of "paying attention," which is related to the domain
of cognition, exhibits the most elastic meanings.

This network progresses in two clusters: congruent and contrarian,
maintaining a relative balance between the two semantic clusters. The
semantic widening of the central member is categorized under both
inclusive and metaphorical widening to establish a systematic connection
between new meanings in the network. Within this framework,
metaphorical widening and the abstract concept exhibit the highest
frequency. Generally, the semantic widening of the sensory verb Nazar
covers cognitive, sensory, obedience and following, experiential,
educational, and other domains, with the cognitive domain being the most
prominent. In this network, the abstract concept of "Ghafleh" (Neglect)
shows complete overlap, while the abstract concepts of "Tadabbur"
(Reflection) and "obedience and following" show both complete and partial
overlaps with the prototype, along with partial overlaps with other
concepts.
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