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Abstract

Amidst contemporary concerns regarding the treatment of political and
ideological dissenters within Islam, it is imperative to scrutinize the historical
behavior of the Ahl al-Bayt. This study focuses on Imam Ali's interactions
with the Kharijites, a group that opposed him, to ascertain whether his
speeches directed at them, particularly after his triumph at the Battle of
Nahrawan, that is, during the peak of Imam's power over them, contain any
indications of rights violations or unjust suppression. Broadly, what do these
speeches reveal about Imam Ali's stance and policies towards the Kharijites?
For this purpose, the method of content analysis was employed, providing an
unbiased and specialized framework for interpreting texts, including the rich
narrative sources available. Based on the findings, the primary focus of Imam
Ali's post-victory speeches is to elucidate the characteristics of the Kharijite
faction. Moreover, the core and subsidiary themes of these speeches can be
classified into two overarching categories: 1) Imam Ali's efforts to clarify the
legitimacy or lack thereof for both sides of the conflict (his own and the
Kharijites'), and 2) his insistence on meting out minimal punishment to the
Kharijites while demonstrating maximum tolerance towards them.
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Extended Abstract

1. Introduction

This study investigates Imam Ali's discourse concerning his political and
ideological adversaries, the Kharijites, after the Battle of Nahrawan. The
longstanding allegations regarding violations of the rights of "political-
ideological opponents" within Islamic texts (Quran and Hadith) necessitate
examining how The Fourteen Infallibles addressed these adversaries. The
primary objective of this paper is to ascertain whether Imam Ali, following
his military triumph over the Kharijites—during the height of his authority
over the Kharijites —exerted his beliefs upon them through force and
oppression, thereby threatening their social stability and security. More
generally, this article aims to clarify the thematic content that Imam Ali
expressed about the Kharijites after his victory and explore how these
themes interrelate with one another, and the Kharijites themselves. This
will be accomplished by compiling a "coherent list" of themes derived from
Imam Ali's statements, which will serve to refute any allegations regarding
his tyrannical conduct towards these political-ideological adversaries while
elucidating his methodology in dealing with them.

While there exists a body of valuable literature addressing Imam Ali's
remarks about his opponents, these works typically lack the application of
quantitative and qualitative thematic content analysis methods in their
evaluations. Furthermore, many diverge from this study by analyzing all
Ali's discourse concerning the Kharijites or all his opponents, resulting in
differing objectives and focal points. Additionally, most studies aim to
present educational, propagandistic, or political frameworks based on
Imam Ali's teachings. In contrast, this paper focuses on elucidating the
nature of the themes present in Imam Ali's discourse while analyzing those
themes.

2. Theoretical Framework

This study exclusively examines the textual content of narrations rather
than their chains, utilizing a quantitative and qualitative approach to
thematic content analysis. Content analysis is a systematic method for
generating a list of themes inherent in any text. The statistical population
for this research consists of Imam Ali's narrations concerning the Kharijites
following the Battle of Nahrawan— those that are either addressed directly
to the Kharijites or addressed to others about the Kharijites. These



Quarterly Journal of Nahj al-Balagha Research Vol. 11, No. 44, Winter 2024 79

narrations were extracted from historical and narrative texts, including Al-
Imama wa al-Siyasa, Ansab al-Ashraf, Tarikh-i Tabari, Nahj Al-Balagha,
and Tamam Nahj Al-Balagha. During extraction, efforts were made to
compile a relatively comprehensive collection, with selection and timing
determined by factors such as the narrator's clarification, the content of the
narration, or trust in the book itself.

3. Research Method

The identification of The Fourteen Infallibles' perspectives on their
political and ideological adversaries can be conducted through various
methods. However, since individuals often mask genuine thoughts behind
verbal expressions and an individual's discourse serves as a primary
indicator of beliefs, an effective approach for this identification involves
examining the "words" articulated by The Fourteen Infallibles regarding
their opponents. This examination should be complemented by established
scientific methods, such as thematic content analysis.

Thematic content analysis aims to achieve an accurate identification of
themes within each statement while producing a coherent list of these
themes. The methodology of content analysis operates under the
assumption that analyzing a speaker's verbal communications can reveal
their viewpoints and priorities (Wilkinson, 2003: 68). Within thematic
content analysis, the description of discourse is structured around themes
rather than isolated words and encompasses three distinct phases: pre-
analysis, exploration, and interpretation. During the pre-analysis phase,
relevant objectives and data are established. The exploration phase clarifies
the unit of analysis and coding procedures. Finally, in the interpretation
phase, the coded material undergoes inferential analysis (see Oliveira,
2016: 74-76).

4. Conclusion

The analysis of Ali Ibn Abi Talib’s discourse regarding the Kharijites

during the timeframe from the Battle of Nahrawan to his martyrdom

produced several key findings:

— Nearly fifty percent of Imam Ali's remarks are dedicated to articulating
the characteristics of both sides in the conflict (himself and the
Kharijites) to elucidate the validity or invalidity of each party's stance.

— The remaining portion of Imam Ali's statements focuses on detailing
various punishments and leniencies he exhibited towards the Kharijite
group. Significantly, themes related to leniency are far more abundant
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than those about punishment; therefore, Imam Ali's approach towards
the Kharijites prioritized leniency over punitive measures.

— Among the acts of leniency demonstrated by Imam Ali towards the
Kharijites was his allowance for debate, which can be interpreted as an
affirmation of freedom of expression—an essential component of
human rights.

— While Imam Ali did not recognize the Kharijites as a legitimate sect, his
punitive measures were only directed at those who committed one of
two offenses: 1. Attempts to murder and injure Imam Ali and his
followers, and 2. Armed insurrection against him and his supporters. So
punishing the Kharijites by Imam Ali only stemmed from their armed
and violent actions and not from their political and ideological
oppositions.

— Even when administering punishment to the Kharijites, Imam Ali
upheld principles of humanity and leniency; for example, he advocated
for their pardon from retribution, ordered that their dignity be preserved
while incarcerated, and arranged for medical care for those wounded
following the battles.

Considering these observations, and contrary to assertions made by
certain critics of Islam, even at the height of his authority over the
Kharijites—particularly after defeating them militarily—Imam Ali
refrained from constraining them or attempting to strip away their political
and ideological freedoms through oppression or force.
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