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Abstract

Nahj al-Balagha is a book containing the statements of Imam Ali (peace be
upon him) compiled by Sharif Razi. Imam's letter to Muhammad bin Abi Bakr
is one of the letters that was written to his agent in Egypt under the influence
of time, place and culture. This letter is mentioned in detail in the sources
before Sayyed Razi, which contains the contents and recommendations that
the Umayyad rulers used as decrees and orders in governance. In this letter,
Imam orders the people of Egypt and his agents to observe divine piety and
fear death, the grave, and the conditions of Purgatory and resurrection, citing
verses from the Qur'an. His Holiness expressed his documents in the form of
eight discourses and explained the Sunnah (tradition) of the Prophet to the
people of Egypt in the form of meditation in the details of jurisprudence. This
article analyzes the text of the letter in the sources before Seyyed Razi using
a descriptive and analytical method according to the influence of time and
place and the geography of the word. The results show that the previous beliefs
and convictions of the rulers and the social, political and cultural conditions
of the Egyptian people have been influential in the Quranic citations of the
Prophet and issuing letters with a warning approach and attention and
reflection on the details of the prophetic tradition.
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Extended Abstract

1. Introduction

Letter 27 of Nahj al-Balagha is one of dozens of letters that Hazrat Amir
(PBUH) wrote to his agents. Seyyed Razi included this letter in Nahj al-
Balaghah in a brief form and he did not mention the major part of it i.e. the
reference to the Qur'anic verses and the topics of resurrection, Purgatory,
death and recommendations. In the old sources before Seyyed Razi, such
as Al-Gharat, Tuhf al-Aqool, and Amali Mofid, the letter is described in
detail, which contains important tips and recommendations for people and
government officials. One of the important issues that should be taken into
account in the analysis and review of hadiths is the attention to the space
of issuance and the geography of speech, which is referred to as the cause
of issuance of hadith or the cause of issuance of hadith in the case of
issuance of hadith. Wise people, in their lives and conversations, get the
meaning and purpose of every word according to the space in which the
word was issued because the reasons for entering the hadith, such as the
revelation of the verse, helps to clarify the space of the question and the
space of issuing the hadith; as a result, knowing the existing evidence, the
surrounding environment and the culture of the transmission, the
geography of the word, the space, and the time and place of the
transmission have an impact on a better understanding of the hadith.
Undoubtedly, time and place and its requirements have an effect on the
analysis of the text because the time and place of issue are among the clues
that lead to an accurate understanding of the text. The time and place of
issuance, in addition to playing a fundamental role in the analysis of the
text as a logical assumption, are also effective in understanding the subject
and expressing the thoughts and details of the text. It is in the shadow of
understanding the culture of issuing and the geography of the word and its
necessity that the way of speaking, the theoretical and practical course of
Imam Ali (a.s.), the preference of some decrees over others (in terms of the
most important rule), the development and quality and the way of
expressing that meaning finds significance. In this article, the author is in
the position of finding an answer to the question what was the role of the
element of time and place in issuing the letter of Imam Ali (a.s.) to
Muhammad bin Abi Bakr? Why did Imam, peace be upon him, refer to the
verses of the Makkah Surah regarding the grave, death, Purgatory, and
resurrection in this letter? What is the reason for the Prophet's emphasis on
the details of the prophetic tradition?
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2. Research Method

In this research, the text of letter 27 of Nah;j al-Balagheh was examined and
analyzed in narrative books before Sharif Razi, such as Al-Gharat by
Ibrahim Thaqafi, Tuhf al-Aqool by Ibn Shuba Harrani, and al-Mali by
Sheikh Mofid, and the text of the letter categorized into eight speeches
made by Imam made by reference to the verses of the Holy Quran,
especially the chapters and cerses revealed in Mecca, , and then the text of
the words of the letter, the verses of the Qur'an as evidence, the guiding
purposes of the these verses, and the type of verses in terms of being
Meccan and civil, which had an effect on the analysis of the letter, were
extracted and subjected to analysis and etiology.

3. Conclusion

The characteristics of each era, such as the political, social, cultural
conditions and customs and traditions, beliefs and knowledge at the time
of issuance, besides influencing the issues in a current relation, without a
doubt, are effective in accurate understanding andanalysis of and paying
attention to the details of the text is also effective. Due to the influence of
time, place, culture and geography on the issuance of letters, Imam (peace
be upon him) at the request of Muhammad bin Abi Bakr, wrote a letter
containing the tradition of the Holy Prophet (PBUH) to the people of Egypt
and referred to the verses of the Qur'an in it. Imam's approach in this letter
is to refer to the verses of the chapters revealed in Mecca about the states
of death, grave, Purgatory, resurrection and human states in these ecstasies.
What was obtained from the analysis of the Prophet's martyrdom speeches
based on the verses of Meccan chapters, indicates that the Egyptian people's
cognitive status was similar to that of the early days of Islam due to the
sovereign behavior of the governors, and the way of the rulers of that time
and the agents caused changes in the tradition and its teachings. Therefore,
Hazrat Ali (peace be upon him) started to revive the Sunnah of the Holy
Prophet (peace be upon him). The personality of the previous governors of
Egypt and their history of opposition to the Holy Prophet (S) and the
heresies that took place after the Holy Prophet (S) demanded that His
Holiness restore the beliefs and beliefs of the people. In this way, Imam
first warned them by describing the death and conditions of human beings
in the grave, Purgatory, and the Resurrection, and then by remembering the
Sunnah of the Holy Prophet (S) and reflecting on the details of ablution,
prayer, and fasting of the Prophet, he tried to eliminate negligence
awakening the people from intellectual ignorance and motivational
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ignorance and created a restraining quality and metaphorically an hidden
police within.
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