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Abstract

In explaining the relationship between God and the creatures, a statement from
Amir al-Mu'minin (peace be upon him) has been mentioned and Tabarsi's "Al-
Ihtjaj" has been cited as the source of this statement. This phrase is as follows:
“His monotheism is distinguishing Him from His creation, and the distinction
between His creations is distinct in attributes, and there is no complete
separation between Him and His creations™. (e &5 jidl 45 5 catls: 12 838 043
43 G4 ¥). The important function of the mentioned statement, considering that

Tabarsi did not mention a document for his narration, motivated us to
investigate the authenticity of this statement. In this regard, it became clear
that this statement was mentioned in the long and little-known sermon of Amir
al-Mu'minin (peace be upon him) with the title "Al- Al-Yaitimah". To this day,
apparently, the oldest record of it is related to Qazi Noman in the 4th century
of Hijri. This sermon, in fact, is the main source of sermon 186 of Nah;j al-
Balaghah, which Sayyed Razi considered to contain the principles of
monotheism. The mentioned statement has been mentioned in the sermon of
al-Dura as well as the words attributed to Hossein Ibn Mansour al-Hallaj. But
Hallaj's statement is actually a summary statement of some phrases of Al-Dura
Al-Yatimah. Mentioning the verses of this sermon, in the rest of the statements
of the Ahl al-Bayt (peace be upon them) as well as the presence of similar
hadiths with the statement mentioned in al-Ihtjaj, makes the attribution of these
statements to Amir al-Mu'minin (peace be upon him) very strong and makes it
preferable to attribute it to him.
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Extended Abstract

1. Introduction

Abu Mansiir, Ahmad b. “Al1 b. Abi Talib al-Tabrist (6th century Hijri)
states in "al-ihtijaj “ala ahl al-lajaj " that during a sermon, Amir al-Mu'minin
(peace be upon him) said: "His signs are a proof of Him (Dalylohu
ayatohu / «y7 «s) And finding Him or His existence is His proof (Wojiidohu
ithbatohu / s e3529) And knowing Him is knowing Him as One (Ma‘riftohu
tawhydohu / o4~y 48,2:) and His monotheism is distinguishing Him from His

creation, and the distinction between His creations is distinct in attributes,
and there is no complete separation between Him and His creations
(Tawhidohu tamyizohu ‘an khalqihi wa hokmu altamyizi bayniinatu sifatin
12 bayntinatu ‘uzlatin / #j &5 ¥ ihe s jwed) (S 5 alls o5 03 od5) (Al-Tabrisl,
1982: 1/201).

2. Theoretical Framework

Shia mystics and philosophers have paid a lot of attention to the verses
mentioned in the above-mentioned phrase due to the many compatibilities
they have seen between them and the theological and mystical thoughts.
Allameh Tabatabai says about these phrases: "By God! This is the most
amazing statement and the most interesting interpretation; It makes the
heart restless and the mind bewildered; Because in the shortest sentences
and the strongest arguments, he raised a series of the most difficult
problems of divine philosophy. (Tabataba’'i, 2009: 67). In the usual
writings that remain from the Imamiyyah, the mentioned phrase or parts of
it are quoted from al-ihtijaj, but the problem here is that al-Tabris1 did not
mention a document for this phrase, or for most of the narrations that he
recorded in his authorship; However, in the introduction of al-ihtijaj, he
justifies the non-mention of the documents of most of the narrations by
mentioned such reasons as "the existence of consensus on them" or "their
agreement with reason" or "their fame among supporters and opponents"
(al-Tabrist, 1982: 1/14).

Now, considering that for an inquiring mind that seeks to know the
religious teachings of Imams (peace be upon them), especially in the field
of monotheistic issues, which is considered the main focus of religion, it is
necessary to ensure the correctness of the attribution of religious hadiths to
the imams, and on the other hand, considering that the mentioned
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statements have always been used by philosophers and mystics to establish
their monotheistic views, the authenticity of these phrases seems essential.
In this article, the main issue is whether it is possible to accept the
authenticity of the attribution of these phrases to Amir al-Mu'minin (peace
be upon him). In this regard, first, an attempt was made to find these phrases
in the works of the predecessors, and finally, considering the traditions
similar to this phrase, the attribution of these phrases to Amir al-Mu'minin
(peace be upon him) is discussed.

3. Research Method

The present research is based on the library research method. Data was
collected based on manuscripts and printed sources and then analyzed and
reviewed.

4. Conclusion

The investigations carried out regarding monotheistic phrases quoted by
Amir al-Mu'minin (peace be upon him) in al-TabrisT's "al-ihtijaj" show that
these paragraphs were selected from the famous sermon called Al-Dura Al-
Yatimah. So far, among the works of Imamiyyah that have reached us, the
first written text of this sermon was written by Ali Ibn Ahmad Al-Sadidi in
684 AH. After that, this sermon was written by "al-safar al-Helli" in 729
A.H, and some mistakenly included it in the "Appendixes of Nahj al-
Balaghah" by Ibn Naqa! al-Kufi. Before this date, among the Imamiyya, we
have witnessed the appearance of parts of this sermon and even the title
"Al-Dura al-Yatimah" in the works of the Imamiyya. And after that date,
attention to this sermon can be seen in the works of some Imamiyyah. But
among the non- Imamiyyah heritage, in "Al-Tawhid-li-llah" al-Qadi al-
Nu'man (363 A.H.), we come across a sermon entitled "Al-Dura Al-
Yitimiyyah fi Al-Tawhid" which, in terms of content, includes the
monotheistic paragraphs intended in this writing. This writing is the oldest
document found so far in my search for the desired statements from Amir
al-Momineen (peace be upon him). The attribution of this sermon in the 4th
century of Hijri with the same title to Amir al-Mu'minin (peace be upon
him) has been confirmed by some Fatimid Shiites with the documents they
had. And also the phrases attributed to Hussain bin Mansour al-Hallaj,
which include part of the monotheistic verses in question in this article, are
actually brief excerpts from the sermon of al-Dura Al-Yitimah. The fame
of attributing the sermon of Al-Dura al-Yitima to Amir al-Mu'minin, peace
be upon him, indicates the correctness of attributing the verses to him. In
addition, mentioning similar terms and phrases in many hadiths narrated
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from the Imams (peace be upon them), ensures that they are definitely
attributable to Imam (peace be upon him).
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