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Abstract

Critical discourse analysis analyzes and explains texts with a systematic
approach. One of the basic propositions of critical analysis is to pay attention
to the human actors, which is constructed and represented in the context of
discourse. Van Leeuwen, one of the critical discourse theorists, presents an
inventory of sociosemantic factors related to the way of representation of
social actors. This network consists of two main components: elimination and
statement, and each of them has several sub-components. Through them, one
can understand the ideology, and the hidden intentions of the discourse
owners. In the present research, the special discourse of Imam Ali in the
sermon of Shagshaqiya is analyzed based on the descriptive-analytical method
from the perspective of Van Leeuwen's model, considering the special
importance of this sermon and the importance of the actors participating in
this sermon. By analysis of discourse-oriented constructions from the total
components of Exclusion and Inclusion, it can be understood that Imam
(pbuh) does not want to mention the names of people, especially the usurping
caliphs and members of the six-member council. They have been represented
as active actors to realize their desires in a collective action and reaction
through Personalization subcomponents, or have been addressed in general
using terms such as "Al-Shuri", "Al-Jama'a", "Al-Nazair". The non-use of the
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element of Honorification indicates that no legitimate right has been given to
them in the Imam's discourse. Imam is an actor who has assigned a high
frequency of passivation. By examining the difference between the explicit
and implicit components, it was found that Imam’s discourse refers to
explicit categories.

Keywords: Shagshaqiya Sermon, Imam Ali, Critical discourse analysis,
representation, social actors, sociosemantic, Van Leeuwen.

Extended Abstract

1. Introduction

The concept of discourse and discourse analysis as an approach that
fundamentally emphasizes qualitative and interpretive aspects in addition
to quantitative aspects, is a framework that has found a special place in
social research in the discovery of meaning. Due to the widespread use of
discourse in various fields, we see different definitions and approaches in
discourse and discourse analysis, but what is intended in this research is the
scientific and linguistic concept of discourse, because the discourse can be
considered as the generator and originator of the ideology that is hidden in
it and embodied through linguistic tools. One of the discourse analysis
approaches that is of interest to social science researchers and other fields
is critical discourse; Critical discourse analysis has paid attention to
ideological processes, relations between language and power and ideology
in the investigation of linguistic phenomena and discourse practices, and it
places linguistic and non-linguistic elements together with the background
knowledge of the actors under study.

2. Theoretical framework

Van Leeuwen (1947) is a linguist, writer, director and professor of
communication theory. Although he is considered one of the main
developers of social semiotics, he presents a list of ways of representing
social actors in critical discourse ana\lysis (1996) with a different approach
from other pioneers of CDA, using socio-semantic components in his
article entitled "Representation of Social Actors",. and defines and explains
each one. In defining and explaining his model, he says: the study of the
sociological-semantic components of the discourse creates a deeper and
more comprehensive understanding of the text than the study of the
linguistic components because these components are more effective in
showing the lower layers of the text. Van Leeuwen's model (2008)
generally consists of two main components called Exclusion and Inclusion.
Each of the processes of Exclusion and Inclusion may happen in one of the



Quarterly Journal of Nahj al-Balagha Research Vol. 11, No. 43, Autumn 2023 33

forms of Suppression, Backgrounding, Activation, Passivation,
Personalization, Impersonalization, Genericization and Specification type,
each of which has different types of special sub-components.
Shagshaghieh's sermon is a suitable discourse material for analysis based
on the "Van Leeuwen" model due to the fact that it has a variety of social
actors and characters and people are embodied in it as individual actors. On
the other hand, attention and emphasis on the agent and the human factor
leads to a greater tendency towards the context of the text in the
interpretation of the texts. When we choose among the types of participants
in the representation of actors, this choice can be ideologically meaningful.
For this purpose, Chi-Squared Test was used to compare the ratio of each
of the main components and Binomial Test was used to measure their
significance.

3. Research method

The present study, using the descriptive-analytical method, seeks to
investigate and analyze the way of representation of social agents in
Shagshaghia sermon. In order to apply Van Leeuwen's systematic network
to the text of the sermon, first by examining each part of the sermon, social
actors, i.e., all the people who participated in the events and statements of
the sermon, were extracted, then the way of representation and presence of
each of these agents in the various situations were evaluated and analyzed
based on the socio-semantic components that Van Leeuwen proposed in his
model.

4. Conclusion

By examining and analyzing the representation of social agents in the
sermon of Shagshaqiyah, a total of 308 examples of sociological-semantic
components were obtained from the text of the sermon. The received data
indicate that the usage rate of the Inclusion component is relatively higher
than the usage frequency of the Exclusion component; Data related to the
total rate of use of two sub-components of Exclusion, that is, Suppression
and Backgrounding, show that Backgrounding has been used many more
times in Imam's speech and it shows that he does not want to use the
Suppression element. Out of a total of 308 components, 198 components
are related to various types of Inclusion components, among which,
respectively, personalization and activation have more frequency; In
personalization with the Determination element, the sub-components of
Relational identification and negative Appraisement were the most
frequently used; In Relational identification, Uthman and Abd al-Rahman
bin Auf are the actors who are represented with relative relations indicating
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the special importance that the Umayyads attached to genealogy, which is
clearly inferred from the speech of Imam (a.s.). The people have been
represented in negative Appraisement because of the way they turned to
Imam to pledge and their breaking the pledge as well as Uthman and the
members of the Shura each because of their wrong behavior and
performance during this process. Personalization through Association had
a high frequency compared to other Personalization sub-components in the
sermon text. The members of the six-member council and the successors
of Rashedin are among the activists who have been represented by this
component because of the common goals they were pursuing; Active
activists both in taking over the caliphate and in dividing the caliphate
among themselves, and, in other words, in looting the public properties, a
group that participated in a collective action and reaction to realize their
own decisions and wishes are mentioned in the whole sermon.

From a total of 30 components of passivation, the actor who has the
highest percentage of passivity and inactivity in the sermon is Imam Ali
himself and then the people of the society who are represented as objects
that were subjected to the policies and actions and reactions of the caliphs.
Although Imam (a.s.) has a strong presence in the sermon, his presence is
represented in the form of a passive actor; Amir al-Mu'minin (a.s.)
surrendered in such circumstances to preserve the interests of Muslims, the
stability of Islam and to preserve the position of the Qur'an as a citizen.

Determining the nature was also expressed in the text of the sermon with
the two elements of Individualization and Assimilation; In the speech of
Imam (a.s.) what is taken from the constructions of discourse is that he does
not want to mention the names of individuals, especially in cases where the
caliphs or members of the six-member council are mentioned, they are
referred to in a general form of reference with titles such as "Al-Shuri" ",
"Al-Jama'ah", "Al-Nazir" etc., or using a reference set in the form of
numbers and figures such as "The First" and "The Third" instead of
mentioning the names of the caliphs, he refrains from mentioning their
names directly. In addition, the non-representation of actors by
Honorification element is related to the political vision of Imam (a.s.), who
did not consider any legitimacy for the rule of the Rashedin caliphs.

And finally, to measure the mystery of the text from the total of explicit
and hidden components, 58% of the text was found to be dedicated to the
explicit components indicating that Imam's discourse is not hidden.
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