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Abstract

The criminal policy in the method of Imam Ali (A.S), as a positive
differential criminal policy and in line with the provisions of the noble verse
“We have certainly honored the children of Adam”, on the one hand, sought
to preserve human dignity and considered punishment as the last resort and,
on the other, tried to realize judicial security, which is one of the most
important needs and human rights of citizens in the society and has led to the
growth and development of the society. Using a descriptive-analytical
method, the present research answers this main question, ‘what are the
manifestations of the criminal policy discourse in the method of Imam Ali
(A.S)?” with the aim of explaining the criminal policy discourse in the
method of Imam Ali (A.S). The findings of the research indicate that in the
method of Imam Ali (A.S), the discourse of preventive criminal policy in
accordance with the model of participatory criminal policy and the discourse
of Alevi criminal policy in criminal proceedings as a coherent and
continuous set, have high goals that are based on dignity, humanity and the
evolution of human society.
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Extended Abstract

1. Introduction

The establishment of order and security is one of the main goals of governance
in the society. In this context, every society must formulate and implement certain
measures to deal with any type of crime and violation of the values of dignity of
human societies to maintain order and security and establish social justice. These
measures are called criminal policy. Therefore, the discourse of criminal policy
follows the call for an all-round look at combating harmful social phenomena,
and as a new model in the analysis of criminal phenomena, it has gained a very
important position in the field of criminal law (Najafi Abrandabadi, 2018: 544).
This description is a strategic, realistic and rational criminal policy for the control
of delinquency, which is presented in two criminal and non-criminal forms. A
dignified person has a special place in the method of Imam Ali (A.S) and ensures
and guarantees the happiness of the world and the hereafter by presenting
advanced programs and solutions. For example, the letter of Imam Ali (A.S) to
Malik Ashtar, which is a charter to be applied in the society, especially the Islamic
society (Hosni, 2018: 147), emphasizes the need for Malik Ashtar to protect the
dignity of people (both Muslims and non-Muslims) in a way that he would like
to be treated by explaining the strategies for achieving dignity and salvation in
the society: "Infuse your heart with mercy, love and kindness to your subjects.
Be not in face of them a voracious animal, counting them as easy prey. For they
are of two kinds: either they are your brothers in religion or your equals in
creation. Error catches them unaware, deficiencies overcome them, (evil deeds)
are committed by them intentionally or by mistake. So grant them your pardon
and your forgiveness and take it easy on them to the same extent that you hope
God will grant you His pardon and His forgiveness and take it easy on you, for
you are above them, and he who appointed you is above you, and God is above
him who appointed you™ (Nameh/53). Therefore, considering the realistic attitude
of Imam Ali (A.S) towards social issues and deviance as well as human
anthropological characteristics, while introducing dangerous groups prone to
delinquency as well as crime-prone situations, specific theoretical and practical
solutions to prevent deviance are presented to explain the principles of fair
criminal proceedings in criminal policy, which not only overshadowed all areas
of the criminal policy of the society of that day, but also provided the basis for
the development of the knowledge of today's criminal policy; Therefore, the
method of Imam Ali (A.S) should not remain as a "teaching" but become a "road
map", because the system of the Alevi method is aimed at shaping the Islamic-
Alevi method, or the "good method "; Therefore, a plan with such an approach
can draw the general coordinates of a reading of criminal policy in the field of
criminal policy, which can be considered as a "roadmap" for developing "lIslamic
Alevi model in Iran's criminal policy" as a local model.
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2. Theoretical Framework

In this research, this discourse in the method of Imam Ali (A.S), which is a set of
measures taken from the thought and actions of Imam Ali (A.S) in word and deed,
emphasized the principle of honouring human beings even if they commit illegal
acts. Realization of justice and tolerance towards criminals are two other strategic
principles of Alevi criminal policy. These three principles are the origin of the
derivation of other principles such as the principle of priority of crime prevention
over other reactions and the principle of fair trial; Therefore, in the present study,
the indicators of the discourse of dignity-oriented criminal policy in the Alevi way
of life were explained in the four principles of servitude and rationality, justice
and litigation, dignity and freedom, fairness and justice, and then preventive
strategies were examined in the light of a: State criminal policy based on policies
that deal with crime in the form of prevention focusing on the criminal and the
victim, and the circumstances and environment of the crime, and b: social criminal
policy based on the role of enjoining good and forbidding the evil in the prevention
of crime and the role of the government in informing the people in order to prevent
crime. Finally, the principles of fair criminal proceedings in Alevi criminal policy
discourse analysed and studied to protect the rights of the parties to the complaint,
including the principle of independence and impartiality of the judicial authority,
the principle of acquittal, the principle of individualization of punishment, the
principle of public trials, the prohibition of torture and harassment, and the
principle of equality.

3. Research Method

This research, using a descriptive and analytical method, seeks to explain and
analyse the preventive strategies and the principles of fair criminal proceedings in
the Alevi criminal policy and answer the question ‘what are the manifestations of
the dignity-oriented criminal policy discourse in the method of Imam Ali (A.S)?’.

4. Conclusion

From the analysis of the topics raised in this research, about the issue of human
dignity, with emphasis on the discourse of criminal policy in the method of Imam
Ali (AS), especially in the field of preventive criminal policy and fair criminal
proceedings, the following results were obtained: A: In criminal policy in Imam
Ali's (A.S) prevention, first of all, social prevention, then situational prevention,
and then criminal prevention are regarded as important. B: With regard to the
principles of fair criminal proceedings in the discourse of Alevi criminal policy,
an analysis of the sources and texts of Islamic law in the judicial method and the
views of Imam Ali (A.S) shows that centuries before the evolution of criminal
proceedings, he adopted and even developed these principles of criminal
proceedings, including the principle of independence and impartiality of the
judicial authority, the principle of acquittal, the principle of individualization of
punishment, the principle of public trials, the prohibition of torture and
harassment, and the principle of equitability.
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