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Abstract

Nahj al-Balagha has two contradictory propositions about the Levantines
(Shamians); In sermon 197, Imam Ali (a.s.) not only warned his companions
against insulting the people of Sham, but also asked them to start praying for
them. But in sermon 238, Imam Ali (a.s) condemned the people of Sham in a
harsh tone. In this article, which is organized in a descriptive-analytical
method, an attempt is made to analyze and examine this duality and
inconsistency in words and deeds. The results of the study showed that the
speech of Imam in stopping the Shamians from gossiping and slandering, was
related to the past or the beginning of or before the battle of Seffayn, when
Imam (a.s) was hoping that some people from that area would stop fighting
and enmity. For this reason, he did not like the feeling of retribution to prevent
them from following the right path; But the rebuke and condemnation of the
Shamians goes back to the time after the incident of Hakamiyya and the period
of looting (Gharaat); The period that the Sham army exceeded their insolence,
their unbelief was confirmed and there was no hope for their return; Therefore,
in order to introduce their true face and to draw attention of their companions
to the looting of the Kufa areas by the Shamians, Imam Ali spoke against the
people of Sham. examining the authenticity of two narrations and analysis of
issuing these two propositions are other parts of this article.
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Levantines (Shamians), Kufians, Muawiyyeh.

1. Associate Professor, Department of Quranic and Hadith Sciences, Faculty of Theology,
Maybod University, Maybod, Iran

2. Ph.D., Department of Quranic Sciences and Hadith, Faculty of Theology and Islamic Studies,
Meybod University, Meybod, Iran

*: Corresponding Author: Email: Mirhoseini@meybod.ac.ir

How to cite this article: Mirhoseini, Y., & Hoseini, A. S. (2023). Levantines Condemnation in Nah;j al-
Balagha; Historical Analysis of It's Permission or Prohibition. Quarterly Journal of Nahj al-Balagha
Research, 11(43), 129-151. https://doi.org/10.22084/nahj.2024.29158.3045



https://nab.basu.ac.ir/article_5557.html
https://nab.basu.ac.ir/article_5557.html
https://doi.org/10.22084/nahj.2024.29158.3045

130 Levantines Condemnation in Nahj al-Balagha... Mirhoseini & Hoseini

Extended Abstract

1. Introduction

After the caliphate of Imam Ali (a.s.) and instability of the Shamian society,
they opposed the Alavi government so that the battle of Seffayn occurred.
The commander of the Kufa army made various and many efforts to
prevent the war (Mohsen Amin, 2024: 72/4).

Imam Ali made many efforts to calm the tense atmosphere and rectify
the situation were so great that even after hearing the news that some Kufis
insulted the Shamians. Imam Ali (a.s.) not only warned his companions
against insulting the people of Sham, but also asked them to start praying
for them as specified in the sermon (sermon/197).

The words of Imam Ali in sermon 197, which concerns the prohibition
of rebuking or insulting the Shamians, are completely expected and are
consistent with what we know about the Alavi behavior (Sireh). However,
in a different statement contained in the 238th sermon of Nahj al-Balagha,
the people of Sham have been condemned by Imam himself. The present
research, by descriptive-analytical method, by studying historical
statements and examining the commentary of Nahj al-Balagha, seeks to
answer these questions; Can the reprehensible words be attributed to the
infallible Imam? Assuming that both words are from Hazrat Ali (a.s.), what
conditions and situations would require such a different behavior from
Hazrat Ali (a.s.)? And how is it possible for Imam to forbid an action he
himself has done?

2. Terminology of "Sabb" (an insult)

"Sabb" means to condemn and attribute inappropriate titles; Addressing
people as stupid, ignorant, mean, scoundrel and the like. The words of
Imam Ali against the people of Sham with words such as thugs, violent,
lowly slaves, unfamiliar with the teachings of Islam, incapable of
managing affairs, without origin and lineage (sermon /238) are considered
as a kind of ‘sabb’.

3. Examining the Authenticity of two Narratives and the test of External
Criticism

In order to remove this suspicion, it is necessary to examine the sources
before Nahj al-Balagha, both Sunni and Shia. Sermon 197, which warns
against insulting the people of Sham, has been mentioned in the books such
as Akhbar al-Tewaal (Dinavari, Nd: 155) and Waghato Seffayn (Nasr ibn
Mozahem, 1382: 103). Also, sermon 238, which was delivered in rebuke
of Ahl al-Sham, can be seen in books such as Al-Ghaaraat (Thaqafi, Nd:
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1/292) and Al-Imamah val-Siyaasah (Ibn Qutaiba, 1410: 1/176).
Therefore, the suspicion of falsification of hadith by biased people from
both Alavi-Umayyad parties is rejected.

1-3. The Temporal and Local Context of Sermon 197

The evidence shows that this sermon was delivered at a time when Imam
Ali was in Kufa and was planning to move to Seffayn (Shooshtari, 1376:
13/529); All of these reports indicate that the time frame of the sermon was
before the battle of Seffayn or at the beginning of the war.

2-3. The Temporal Context of Sermon 238

From the title of sermon 238, it is evident that the sermon was delivered
during or after the incident of Hakamiyyah. Imam Ali's speech was against
the people of Sham at the time of Ghaaraat (looting) (Mousavi, Nd: 4/103).
The result of the investigation shows that this sermon, whether it was after
putting the Qur'an on the spears and Hakamiyyah, or later and during the
Ghaaraat (looting) period, while the Shamians had reached the maximum
extent of their oppression and aggression.

4. Examining and Analyzing Statements on the Prohibition of Cursing
or Condemning Shamians

Based on analyzing the time frame and place of delivery of sermon 197
and sermon 238 of Nahj al-Balagha, it is evident that these two sermons
were expressed in a completely different context.

1-4. Analysis of why it is Forbidden to Insult Shamians

These items can be mentioned for analysis: The hope for returning
Shamians to the right path, dislike of establishing curses and curses,
avoiding retaliation and confrontation, accustoming people to good or
benevolent speech.

2-4. Analysis of why Shamians are Insulted

These items can be mentioned for analysis: Disappointment with Shamians
to be guided, reaction to Shamians profanity, revealing the depravity and
hypocrisy of the people of Sham, introducing the character of Shamians.

5. Addressees of Imam Ali's words in the Conflicting Sermons

One of the noteworthy points is that according to some reports, the
audience of Imam Ali or at least some of the audience of the Imam Ali
were the same in both sermons. In both sermons, the names of the famous
companions of Ali, namely Amr ibn Hamegh and Hojr ibn Udai are seen.
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6. Results

In the 197th sermon of Nahj al-Balagha, Imam Ali warned his troops
against insulting the Shamians and asked them to start praying for the
guidance of the people of that land. But in sermon 238, Imam Ali
condemned the people of Sham with a harsh tone. By examining the
sources, the temporal and local context of two sermons was determined,
Sermon 197, which refrains from cursing, was related to the time before or
at most the beginning of the Seffayn war, but the time frame of Sermon
238, according to the people of Sham, goes back to the time after the
incident of Hakamiyyat and during the so-called looting period (Ghaaraat).
These items can be mentioned for analysis of why Imam forbid to insult
Shamians: The hope of returning Shamians to the right path, dislike of
establishing curses and curses, Avoiding retaliation and confrontation,
accustoming people to good speech. These items can be mentioned for
analysis of why shamians are insulted: Disappointment with Shamians to
be guided, reaction to Shamians’ profanity, revealing the depravity and
hypocrisy of the people of Sham, and introducing the character of
Shamians. Therefore, it is clear that the conditions and discourse governing
the two sentences and the goals that existed in the back of the Imam Ali's
mind for them were different, and thus the primary conflictor
contradiction is resolved.
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- Orel, Vladimir E. & Stolbova, Olga V, (1995). Hamito - Semitic Etymological
Dictionary: Materials for a Reconstruction, Leiden: EJ. Brill.
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