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Abstract

Among the admirable qualities of Nahj al-Balaghah achieved in a thought-
oriented reading is its musical and semantic sameness. The musical and
semantic connection of Nahj al-Balaghah representations is realized via a
formalistic component called the magic of proximity. The artistic and
aesthetic impact of this splendor in the history of literary and musical chef-
d'oeuvre of the world, as well as in religious and holy books of the world,
particularly the Holy Quran and Nahj al-Balaghah, is astonishing and
determining. This research endeavors to respond to how the musical and
semantic sameness of various phrases of the sedition sermon is through the
magic of proximity. For this purpose, with the descriptive analytics method,
we identified the creations of art in the process of choosing and uniting words
on the two axes of coexistence and succession, defamiliarizing and devising
music in the usual contexts. Then, new meanings created in this way in new
style and structure are presented. The findings indicate that the magic of
proximity in phrases of Imam Ali (pbuh), in addition to the sameness of the
phonetic system, creates meanings by penetrating the innermost layers of the
speech texture, which is spiritual music, and in this way increases the power
of the speech to affect the audience.
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Extended Abstract

1. Introduction

Among the admirable qualities of Nahj al-Balaghah achieved in a thought-
oriented reading is its musical and semantic sameness. The musical and
semantic connection of Nahj al-Balaghah representations is realized via a
formalistic component called the magic of proximity. The artistic and
aesthetic impact of this splendor in the history of literary and musical chef-
d'oeuvre of the world, as well as in religious and holy books of the world,
particularly the Holy Quran and Nahj al-Balaghah, is astonishing and
determining. This research endeavors to respond to how the musical and
semantic sameness of various phrases of the sedition sermon is through the
magic of proximity. For this purpose, with the descriptive analytics
method, we identified the creations of art in the process of choosing and
uniting words on the two axes of coexistence and succession,
defamiliarizing and devising music in the usual contexts. Then, new
meanings created in this way in new style and structure are presented. The
findings indicate that the magic of proximity in phrases of Imam Ali
(pbuh), in addition to the sameness of the phonetic system, creates
meanings by penetrating the innermost layers of the speech texture, which
is spiritual music, and in this way increases the power of the speech to affect
the audience.

2. Theoretical framework

The Fatna (sedition) sermon contains important and enlightening content.
In this sermon, Hazrat Ali (a.s.) shows his audience the line of thinking and
worldview toward how to face seditions. This sermon has beautiful musical
ups and downs that appear on different phonetic levels with the subtle
working of the magic of proximity; And it puts words and meaning in an
unbreakable bond. Since this sermon is about the warning of sedition
lurking in order to disintegrate the existence of Islam, it has a penetrating
and effective musical expression that comes to the fore through the
proximity of the art of various verbal and spiritual structures. These
meaningful adjacencies lead to defamiliarization in the phonetic layers of
the words of Hazrat Amir (a.s.) and in the end to the "resurrection of words"
in this sermon, which to the coherence of meanings and their influencing
power by using the sound properties of each letter in the vicinity of other
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letters and words leads. He has used the magic of proximity in an artistic
way for the penetration and durability of these themes, and in this way, he
has made the lofty concepts of his words immortal for future generations.
This article aims to answer this important question “how does the magic of
proximity work in Khutbah Fatna based on the formalist approach and
according to Shafii Kodkeni's opinions?”. For this purpose, the components
considered by formalists in this field such as defamiliarization, the axis of
cohabitation and the art structures related to it will be discussed and how
these elements are intermingled with the magic of proximity will be
recognized.

3. Research method

This research was done using the library-based and descriptive-analytical
method and includes abstract, introduction, problem statement, research
background, necessity and importance of research and main discussion.

4. Conclusion

The homogeneity of music and meaning in the Khutba Fatna makes Imam
Ali’s descriptions of Fitna presented in a new form and tone, and the
meanings merge into the overall harmony of the sermon in beautiful sound
formats. The density of verbal artefacts in this sermon is impressive and
the phenomenon of the magic of proximity as a dominant element in the
beautification of the form includes a wide range of these artefacts to the
point that any appropriateness and meaningful relationship between the
letters and words that leads to the music of words lies within the magic
circle of proximity. As one of the important functions of the magic of
proximity is the permanence of speech through its musical feature, the same
function that has preserved proverbs throughout different periods. From
this point of view, in the analysis of the magic of proximity in this sermon,
we come across phrases that, despite being connected with other phrases,
can have an independent meaning on their own, and due to their musical
properties, they have a better effect on souls and are transferred across
generations. The function of the magic of proximity in this sermon does not
end here, and defamiliarization in the way of presenting words has led to
the creation and drawing of meanings through the magic of proximity. In
this sermon, Imam Ali (pbuh) has used words that are opposite but similar
in phonetic properties in order to create rhythmic sections, and his words
have found a poetic style by crossing the norms of standard language. It is
worth mentioning that the phenomenon of repetition and its subcategories
play an important role in creating the magic of proximity and in the
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semantics of the sedition sermon; if we witness the phonetic combination
of the letter "meme", the disgusting dimension of sedition comes to mind;
if the long vowel "a" is repeated, the warning about sedition is emphasized;
and the alliteration of "h" sound means the hidden aspect of the influence
of fitnah. In this way, with his insight into the intrinsic value of each word
and the aesthetic proportions between the words, he emphasizes their
phonetic induction, and finally, the magic of proximity by creating a spell
in his words, weaves the desired meanings into the music of the sermon
making it closer to the minds and more desirable and pleasant to the hearts.
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