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Abstract

The validation of hadiths has always been one of the methods of hadith
studies. In line with its importance, Islamic scholars have been challenged
to validate the narrations of Nahj al-Balagheh with regard to the
authenticity of its narrations. The unique teachings and eloquent text of
Nahj al-Balaghah prevent giving up its hadiths under the pretext of its
unauthenticated document. The present article deals with the validation of
letter 27 of Nahj al-Balagheh and evaluates two documents of Sheikh
Mofid and Muhammad bin Ibrahim Thagafi, emphasizing the accepted
rules of ilm al-Rijal, and elevates letter 27 from an unauthenticated source
to a documented and valid text. Then letter 27 was submitted to textual
analysis and by interpreting Nahj al-Balagha with Nahj al-Balagha, the the
common themes from the sermons, letters and words of wisdom in letter
27 and those in other narrations and statements from Nahj al-Balagha were
extracted confirming the issuance of that content by the Imam. Then, by
creating a narrative system for the Testament of Muhammad bin Abi Bakr,
the text was analyzed intertextually based on other hadith books. The
present study uses a descriptive analytical and library-based method and
the related software for collecting data, the originality of the text and the
attribution of letter 27 to Amirul Momineen was proved and confirmed.
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Extended Abstract
1. Introduction
In document validation, the first step is to confirm that letter 27 is documented

because, despite the numerous documents, it is not acceptable to consider this
letter as undocumented. In the second step, the narrators of the covenant should
be examined and their authenticity and reliability or reliability should be clarified
in terms of the accepted rules among religious scholars in document validation
and also in terms of the order of the classes of narrations. In the third step, it is
necessary to go to the text of the agreement and analyze it textually and
intertextually to prove the authenticity of the text of the narration and prove its
credibility. After going through the three stages, it is possible to verify the
authenticity of the attribution of letter 27 of Nahj al-Balagha to Amirul Momineen
(peace be upon him) through the reliability of news and the authenticity of the text
of the narration.

There have been many case studies about Nahj al-Balagha, the most common
point of which is the explanation of its teachings. But there is not much activity in
the field of document validation. Everything that exists in this field is the
expression of the sources of Nahj al-Balagha. Especially in the case of letter 27,
no research was found in the field of document validation, and textual and
intertextual analysis.

2. Research Method

This is a descriptive-analytical study. Data was collected using the library
method in the field of hadith sciences and the field of juristic studies. The
present study examines the 27th letter of Nahj al-Balagha.

3. Conclusion
After researching the documents of the testament of Muhammad bin Abi
Bakr and the contents of the narrations of Muhammad bin Ibrahim Thagafi,
Ibn Shuba Harrani, Sheikh Mufid and Sayyid Razi, the following results
were obtained:

Amirul Momineen, peace be upon him, wrote a detailed letter to
Muhammad bin Abi Bakr. Based on the studies, the letter has been
definitively sent. Sayyid Razi narrates this covenant as letter 27 of Nahj al-
Balaghah in the form of messengers, but there are two quotes from Sheikh
Mufid and Muhammad bin lbrahim Thagafi who narrated the covenant
with a document attached to the Imam. As a result, letter 27 is not an
undocumented text but a valid and documented one. After validating the
two documents in Amali Mufid and Al-Gharat Thagafi, it was clarified that
the Amali document is undocumented due to the presence of negligent and
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unknown narrators and the Al-Gharat document is undocumented due to
the existence of unreliable and reprehensible narrators. In the textual
validation, all passages of letter 27 of Nahj al-Balagha were textually
authenticated, matched and verified with other sermons, letters and words
of wisdom in Nahj al-Balagha in terms of content with the method of
interpreting Nahj al-Balagha with Nahj al-Balagha, and the consistency of
letter 27 with other narrations of Nahj al-Balagha was confirmed. For
intertextual validation, quotations from Mufid's Amali, al-Saqfi’s al-
Gharat, Tohf al-Agool by Ibn Shuba Harrani and Sayyid Razi's Nahj al-
Balagha were compared and after determining the commonalities and
differences of the quotations, it became clear that everything that Sayyid
narrated in Nahj al-Balagha is available in the mentioned narrative books,
with the difference being that Seyyed Razi quoted his selection from the
covenant, and the only difference is its briefness and detailed nature. As a
result, the authenticity of the attribution of letter 27 of Nahj al-Balagha to
Imam Ali (PBUH) was verified through textual analysis through the
reliability of the narration and the strength and originality of the text
although the credibility of the narrator and its proof was not confirmed, the
authenticity of Nahj al-Balagha was confirmed by two documents from
Sheikh Mufid and Mohammad Thagafi.
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