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Abstract

The doctrine of intercession is one of the beliefs of Islam about which
different opinions have been expressed since centuries ago. Nahj al-
Balagha, as one of the most important Islamic texts which has been issued
by one of the infallible Imams, contains valuable verses about intercession,
which have not been investigated and evaluated from this point of view in
previous research. Failure to pay attention to the revelation teachings with
the interpretations of the Imams in the school of Ahl al-Bayt, and
neglecting the mystical foundations when dealing with religious teachings
harms the revealed truths and either lowers the divine knowledge to the
level of the mind and language of the common people, or puts it in the
closed loop of bigotry as in the understanding of the Salafists or pseudo-
Salafists about intercession, which, by casting doubts, have limited God's
absolute power and interpreted intercession as a kind of favoritism towards
friends and intermediation. This research, relying on the statements of
Imam Ali (a.s.) in Nahj al-Balaghah, shows that intercession has an
inseparable relationship and connection with the two categories of "love"
in this world and "manifestation of deeds" in the hereafter (Al-Hashr)
because love is a good deed that a person takes with them from this world
to the afterlife and benefit from it in the form of intercession, which is the
inner form of love. The manifestation of deeds is the physical and
objectified form of the human and heavenly appearance in the hereafter.
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Extended Abstract

1. Introduction

Intercession is a fundamental belief of Islam, with no difference among
Muslims regarding its authenticity. Both Shia and Sunni scholars accept
intercession as a special gift for sinners from prophet Mohammad's
Ummah. However, Muslim theologians, philosophers, and mystics have
different opinions on the issue of intercession, which refers to the way of
interpreting religious teachings. Theologians use reason and narration to
achieve correct religious knowledge, and philosophers emphasize
reasoning more than anything else. On the other hand, mystics consider
intuition as the only method of acquiring knowledge. Despite the
differences, mystics use wisdom and revelation to witness what others have
accepted as imitation or reasoning.

2. Theoretical Framework

Islamic Tradition and mysticism are the two fundamental aspects that make
the current research necessary. Nahj al-Balaghah, one of the main sources
of Shia, is the expression of a perfect human being who embodies all
aspects of a noble human personality, and all the good names of God are
gathered in this human. Nahj al-Balagha is not a mere product of human
intellect, preference, or austerity of the Seleucids. It is, in fact, the word of
God that was spoken by the perfect divine guardian and the great sign of
God (i.e., Imam Ali (pbuh)).

Sadly, the behavior of common people towards divine teachings often
leads them to reduce revealed truths to the level of materiality. This attitude
creates doubts and ultimately results in the abandonment and neglect of the
inner teachings of Islam. Muslim mystics have significantly contributed to
giving a sense of grandeur and depth to the revealed teachings, helping
audiences understand the greatness and glory of God's beauty and
magnificence in the divine decrees. Therefore, it is crucial to study and
explain the concept of intercession in the thought of Imam Ali (a.s.) from
a mystical perspective.

The Holy Quran is undoubtedly an important guide for increasing
knowledge and guiding the Muslim audience. However, the narrative
legacy of Ahl al-Bayt, as a rich source of Islamic knowledge and truths, is
sometimes overlooked. The Holy Prophet and the Ahl al-Bayt, as the
infallible interpreters of religion, explained religious teachings and
interpreted divine revelation through their minds and tongues. Throughout
history, scholars have taken great care to write down the important words
of the bearers of divine knowledge in narrative collections, aiming to



Quarterly Journal of Nahj al-Balagha Research Vol. 11, No. 42, Summer 2023 73

familiarize believers with the great and clear source of truths. Sayyid Razi
(359-406 AH) is the leader of this group of Muhaddith scholars.

3. Research Method

The current research was conducted using a library approach and content
analysis method. Relevant texts on the fundamentals of intercession were
extracted, documented, and intellectually analyzed by the words of Muslim
mystics.

4. Conclusion

In Islamic texts, intercession plays a significant role and is related to the
concept of "embodiment of actions,” which is an important principle in
mysticism. Ali (a.s.), a prominent figure in Islam, emphasized the
importance of righteous actions for salvation in the hereafter in Nahj al-
Balagha. These actions can stem from both formal and heart actions. The
Day of Judgment, or Qayamat, is when all actions, both physical and in
heart, will be manifested and judged. Some may overlook the value of heart
actions and believe that only physical actions will be measured. However,
love and hate hidden in the human heart will also be rewarded or punished
on the Qayamat when tied to the fabric of the human heart becoming a
belief. Intercession is the love contained in the heart for the desired and
beloved, which will appear in the hereafter. Intercession is a manifestation
of love that is cherished in the heart toward the desired and the beloved,
and it is said to appear in the hereafter as a result of one's actions. It is
important to note that intercession does not indicate any form of divine
cruelty or discrimination on the part of God, and believing in it does not
lead to the commission of sins. Rather, intercession is a profound truth that
one carries with them from this world, and it is an act of the heart that
reveals its deepest essence in the hereafter through the act of intercession.
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