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Abstract

In the art of rhetoric, the principle of the speaker's authority (ethos) is one
of the three principles of speech, which, along with the other three
principles, namely pathos (arousal in the audience) and logos (logical
reasoning), form the sides of the "triangle of persuasion", which has a great
importance and impact on the audience. The examination and careful
consideration of the content of the words of Amir al-Muminin indicates
that he has used this rhetorical device in many positions and according to
the time and place, and it is one of the most important reasons for the
inclusion of the Nahj al-Balagha in the list of primary rhetorical works in
history concerns considering such subtleties in rhetoric. The point that is
raised in the meantime is that observing the principle of the speaker's
authority, which in itself implies the speaker's definition and praise of his
virtues, can be combined with the virtue of humility and modesty, which is
the virtue of all ethical people, especially Amir al-Muminin (AS). As we
will see in the examples, throughout Nahj al-Balagha, wherever the Imam
had to comply with the principle of eloquence, there was an expedient that
he mentioned to justify his virtues. In other words, the words of Amir al-
Muminin in expressing his unique qualities are only to prove his
truthfulness in his words, actions, character and way of life, which of
course is in complete contrast with self-praise, arrogance and pride.
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Extended Abstract

1. Introduction

The words of Imam Ali (a.s) in Nahj al-Balagha have long been considered
a benchmark for oratory. Throughout history, many scholars of rhetoric
have praised the power of his speech and its impact, emphasizing the
importance of his words. This shows that one can find and extract many
examples of the rules of rhetoric by carefully examining the sentences and
phrases of Nahj al-Balagha.

In this research, we intend to examine one of the old principles of
rhetoric, namely the ethos of the speaker, in the words of Imam Ali (a.s)
from the perspective of Greek rhetoric. We will show that Nahj al-Balagha
can be evaluated using criteria beyond those of traditional rhetoric books.

2. Research Method
This research, with a descriptive and analytical approach, examines the
application of the speaker's ethos as one of the three principles of the art of
persuasion in the sermons and letters of Imam Ali (a.s) in Nah;j al-Balagha.

First, to provide the necessary background, the concept of rhetoric in
general and the subtleties of religious rhetoric in the Greek and Islamic
traditions will be examined. Then, focusing on the words of Imam Ali (a.s),
the instances of his use of this principle will be identified, categorized, and
analyzed to reveal the multifaceted nature of his approach to ethos in Nah;j
al-Balagha.

The ultimate goal of this research is to dissect this complex relationship
and to shed light on the how and why of Imam Ali's (a.s) masterful use of
this fundamental tool of rhetoric to effectively convey his message.

3. Theoretical framework

One of the most important challenges faced by all rulers throughout the
history of mankind in governance is the issue of persuading public opinion
in order to achieve government goals. The importance of persuasion and
persuasion of public opinion is such that it can be considered one of the
most important goals that political legitimacy seeks. The principle of ethos
in Greek rhetoric is based on the description of the speaker's virtues and
excellences, which he personally uses in his speech to have a greater impact
on the audience. This principle has a subtle and obvious difference with
self-praise and boasting, and its application should be done with complete
delicacy and precision. The key elements effective in creating ethos are:
the person's personality, expertise and experience, reputation and history,
and transparency in words.
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Aristotle, the great ancient Greek philosopher, proposed three basic
pillars for persuasion; their careful consideration helps to analyze and
understand rhetoric in texts and speeches. These three pillars are Ethos,
Pathos and Logos. Aristotle defined and analyzed these three concepts as
the "triangle of persuasion" in his Rhetoric treatise and gave complete
explanations about the quality and quantity of their effects on the audience.
By introducing these three concepts as key elements of persuasion, he
advised speakers and writers to use the appropriate combination of these
concepts in texts and speeches; to achieve the best result in influencing the
audience.

According to Aristotle, the first pillar, i.e. ethos, refers to the credibility
and trust that the speaker creates about his personality in the eyes of the
audience. According to him, the speaker can force the audience to accept
his positions and opinions by showing an authentic and trustworthy
personality.

If we examine the content of Nahj al-Balagha from this point of view,
we can see that in more than twenty sermons and letters, there are many
sections whose content includes the virtues of the speaker, and Imam Ali
(pbuh) openly talks about his morals and virtues and warns the listeners not
to ignore them. This high volume of content covers many topics; among
them, special affinity and closeness with the Prophet (pbuh), his piety and
priority in the succession of the Prophet (pbuh), excellence in courage and
justice, and having a unique scientific support. Since Imam Ali (pbuh) was
in charge of the religious leadership of the Islamic Ummah in addition to
ruling and governing, it was necessary to guide public opinion in line with
his lofty goals because the importance of persuasion and persuasive
communication in religious governments is more than other governments
due to its welfare-oriented goal; otherwise, it will not be possible to achieve
welfare in that society, and therefore, in his speech Imam Ali (pbuh) has
used persuasive elements, tools and techniques that would have the greatest
impact on the audience. In this direction, Imam Ali (pbuh) tried more to
use the direct and face-to-face method for persuasion, and the elements he
used for this purpose were God-centeredness, philanthropy, and hostility.

Imam's emphasis on his virtues is completely different from boasting and
showing off. This allows the audience to properly understand the weight of
his words and recognize him as a worthy leader. The era of Imam Ali
(pbuh) was a period of political and ideological turmoil. Since the
opponents and enemies of the Prophet (pbuh) had published false
information about his personality and qualifications, he countered the
slanders and lies by cleverly reminding the listeners of his virtues



26 Study of the Ethos in Nahj al-Balagha Aghajani & Taheri

establishing his authority. However, it should be noted that the strategic use
of the authority of the theologian in Nahj al-Balagha went beyond
informing the specific audience in that era, and all truth-seeking people
throughout history are addressed by him. The repetition of this approach
throughout Nahj al-Balagha confirms its importance. This shows a
conscious strategy of Imam Ali (pbuh) to communicate effectively with
diverse audiences, some of whom are probably unaware of his merits, and
others may have been misled by the intrigues of his enemies. The strategic
use of ethos is a powerful tool for persuasion and guidance and establishes
his authority.

The special virtues that he highlights are deeply in line with Islamic
values; as his emphasis on early faith in Islam reminds the audience of his
firm faith. His closeness to the Prophet (pbuh) highlights his unique
understanding of Islamic principles, and the embodiment of his justice and
courage is completely consistent with the characteristics of the Imam of the
Right, which is emphasized in the Qur'an and the teachings of the Prophet
(pbuh). This strategic choice of virtues strengthens his authority and
competence not only as a ruler but also as a leader of believers throughout
history.

4. Conclusion

In Aristotelian rhetoric, ethos refers to the credibility and trustworthiness
of the speaker or writer. It is one of the three main pillars of rhetoric and
persuasion in Greek oratory, along with the speaker's logic and reasoning,
and the overall impact of the speech on the audience. Ethos is prominently
displayed in Nah;j al-Balagha, as Imam Ali (pbuh) frequently reminds his
audience and listeners of his virtues, such as his fitness and superiority in
the leadership of the believers, his precedence in Islam, his close
relationship with the Prophet (p.b.u.h), and his possession of qualities such
as justice and courage.

A close examination of the instances of ethos in Nahj al-Balagha reveals
that Imam Ali (a.s) employed it for informing the audience, countering
false information, proving his own legitimacy and guiding the audience.

Overall, the high frequency of this important pillar of rhetoric in the
speeches of Imam Ali (a.s) is undoubtedly not related to self-
aggrandizement or boasting. Rather, the requirements of eloquence dictated
that he remind the unaware and heedless audience, who were drowning in
the flood of misinformation spread by enemies, ill-wishers, and
seditionists, of the truth of the matter and leave no room for doubt.
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