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Abstract

Directional and symmetrical opposition are considered two common types
of semantic opposition. Semantic opposition is a special topic of semantics.
Semantic opposition is one of the most important and frequent semantic
relations in Nahj al-Balagha. The variety of semantic opposition in this
world and the hereafter creates a variety of semantic implications, which is
one of the necessary tools in the semantic analysis of this literary work. The
present research is compiled by the descriptive-analytical method. In this
research, due to the widespread discussion of the semantic opposition
between the attributes of this world and the hereafter in the sermons of Nahj
al-Balagha, two common types of opposition between these attributes were
investigated. The results showed that, Imam has drawn some features for
the world and the hereafter, which represent the opposites of different
directions with respect to the reference point and are referred to as
directional opposites. These opposites, including 15 cases, are considered
one of the most frequent types of opposites between the mutual attributes
of this world and the hereafter. Pairs of mutual attributes according to the
features of symmetrical opposition, which have the lowest frequency
between the attributes of this world and the hereafter, including 3 items, are
placed after the directional opposition. Imam has used these attributes to
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express the features of this world and the hereafter; the occurrence of one
of the reciprocal words implies the occurrence of the other word.

Keywords: Semantics, semantic opposition, symmetrical opposition,
directional opposition, the world and the hereafter, Nahj al-Balagha.

Extended Abstract

1. Introduction

The topic of the world and the hereafter, as one of the central and frequent
themes of Nahj al-Balagha, is a suitable case for examining the types of
opposition in semantics. This topic, which occupies a detailed topic in Nahj
al-Balagha, has been explained by Imam from different angles. Imam Ali
has used many semantic oppositions in explaining the real and existential
opposition between the world and the hereafter, and knowing and
introducing them as one of the conceptual relationships between words will
clarify the meaning of the attributes of the world and the hereafter. It goes
without saying that the examination of all these oppositions is beyond the
scope of this article. Therefore, the present research, among the multitude
of oppositions used by the Imam, explains the characteristics of the world
and the hereafter, which represent a kind of relational opposition. These
types of opposition show different directions in relation to the reference
point, in which the occurrence of one of the opposite words requires the
occurrence of another word, but this requirement is not certain or they
represent opposition where the occurrence of one of the opposite words
implies the occurrence of another word and this requirement is certain.

2. Theoretical framework

Semantic opposition is one of the semantic relations in the field of
semantics, which, along with other relations, is a subject of semantics.
Linguistic semantics is considered as a part of linguistic knowledge.
Directional opposition is one of the types of semantic opposition. Loebner
introduces this type of opposition as follows:

Opposition: Two expressions are directional opposites if they express opposite
cases with respect to a common axis. Directional opposites are related to
opposite directions on a common axis. Directional opposites pairs such as in
front of/behind, left/right, above/below have much in common with antonyms.
For each such pair there is a point of reference from which one looks in
opposite directions on a certain axis. A similar axis is the time axis. We talk
about things happening ‘before’ vs 'after' a certain time, or 'later' vs ‘earlier'.
Thus, pairs such as before/after, past/ future, since/ until, yesterday/tomorrow,
last/next, precede/follow are directional opposites related to the time axis. A
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further case is provided by past tense and future tense. Also related to time are
pairs of accomplishment verbs or verbs of change with opposite resultant
conditions, such as tie/untie, pack/unpack, wrap/unwrap, dress/undress, put
on/put off, get on/get off, arrive/depart, switch on/switch off,
embark/disembark, charge/discharge, enter/leave, begin/stop, start/finish, fall
asleep/wake up, appear/disappear, open/close and many more. One member
denotes the coming about, or bringing about, of a certain state, while the other
member denotes the reversed process or action (Loebner, 2013: 210-211).
Another type of opposition can be called symmetrical opposition, where
the occurrence of one of the opposite words requires the occurrence of the
other word, and this requirement is certain.

3. Research method

The data in the upcoming research, which has been complied with a
descriptive-analytical method, are the attributes of this world and the
hereafter. With a closer and deeper look at these attributes, it becomes clear
that some of these attributes directly refer to the world and the hereafter. In
addition to these attributes, there are other attributes that describe the world
and the hereafter based on their characteristics and semantic belongings.
This research examines both direct traits and traits that describe the world
and the hereafter by their characteristics. After finishing the work of initial
classification of traits and trying to find pairs of mutual traits that could be
separated in the form of words by having a clear opposition, these mutual
traits were compared and analyzed in the process of applying the theoretical
content of semanticists in the topic of opposition. The traits that were
classified as directional and symmetrical were assigned to this research,
and features of the world and the hereafter expressed in the form of
directional opposition and symmetrical opposition are represented in this
research.

4. Conclusion

Semantic opposition is one of the most important and frequent semantic
relations in Nahj al-Balagha. The statistical community in the present study
included the Nahj al-Balagha sermons. The results of analysis revealed that
directional opposition between the attributes of this world and the hereafter
in Nahj al-Balagha sermons with 15 cases is more frequent than the
symmetrical opposition with 3 cases. This research targeted the directional
or symmetrical characteristics of the world and the hereafter, which
independently represent the opposition. Based on this, the analysis of the
cases showed that Imam Ali portrays the characteristic of leaving the world
in opposition to coming of the hereafter with a directional opposition. Imam
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uses matters related to calendar time to describe worldly people who put
this world forward and leave the hereafter behind. In order to express
characteristics of this world and the hereafter, Imam utilizes end-oriented
verbs or verbs to change, which are related to calendar time. One of these
characteristics, is the characteristic of the decay of the world, which is
depicted in different ways: 1. The use of end-oriented verbs for the world
in opposition to beginning-oriented verbs for the hereafter. 2. This world is
the place of moving, versus the hereafter, the place of residence. 3. The
living joining the dead in the world and separating the dead from the living.
4. Going out from the world versus taking a place in the grave. The next
feature is to express the difference between worldly and hereafter affairs
and the importance of hereafter affairs by using verbs indicating change: 1.
Absence of the memory of death and presence of false hopes and wishes.
2. Going out from what they provide for the world from this world in
opposition to entering what they provide from this world for the hereafter.
3. The pleasure of understanding a little of the world in opposition to not
being saddened by being deprived of much of the hereafter. The next
feature is using the opportunity provided in this world by using verbs
indicating change: 1. Freeing your necks from hellfire before they are
engulfed.

Another type of opposition, which seems to be less frequent than the
directional opposition between the attributes of this world and the hereafter,
is an opposition that is called symmetrical opposition. The imams draw
characteristics such as the place of action, the test site, the passage for the
world in opposition with the place of calculation, and the place of lasting
for the hereafter with this kind of opposition that the occurrence of each of
the reciprocal pairs implies the occurrence of the other and this requirement
is definite.
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3. directional opposition
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6. connotational opposition
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1. Situation structure
2. Simple change
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