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Abstract

Halliday's systemic functional theory is one of the most important theories in
text linguistics that cateres to formation of language and texture of text and
forms. It is based on three meta functions: ideological, interpersonal and
textual. This theory is considered a suitable model for the stylistics of text
discourse and it can help to understand all aspects of author's discourse style.
The present research was investigated with an analytical method and
systemic functional linguistics approach on 42th sermon of Nahj al-Balagha
based on the ideological and textual meta-functions in order to achieve the
imam's discourse style and deeper understanding of the subtleties and hidden
values in the sermon. The results showed that the extent to which imam uses
all kinds of processes is in harmony with the content of sermon and because
of the content of sermon, which is related to mental affairs such as following
the passions and long wishes, and knowing the most important differences
between this world and the hereafter. Mental processes (0.050) and relational
processes (0.031.25) have the biggest role in shaping the discourse of the
sermon. From the point of view of textual meta-function, imam has
expanded the concepts of sermon using structural factors (composite initiator
(0.088), mark (0.075), creating new and old information (0.050) and has
created a coherent connection between different clauses of the sermon by
applying techniques of non-structural factors, grammatical, relational and
vocabulary coherence. In fact, imam has established discourse style of the
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sermon according to the situational context and his knowledge of the
audience to prevent their pride and sense of worldliness after victory.

Keywords: Nahj al-Balagha, 42th sermon, systemic functional theory,
ideational meta-function, textual meta-function.

Extended Abstract

1. Introduction

While structuralist theories limit the examination of a text to the study of
its textual elements apart from extra-textual ones, Halliday’s theory not
only takes into consideration the structural layers of sentences and texts
but also analyzes the discursive layer of a text in terms of reading its
situational and non-linguistic context, a framework which sheds light on
different layers of a text. Systemic Functional Linguistics (SFL) provides
a framework from which to examine not only the structure of texts and
how meaning is formed but also to study the linguistic, social, and
cultural characteristics of texts. This approach can be utilized to decode
the linguistic and ideological characteristics of a text. The linguistic and
literary features of Nahj al-Balagha as a literary and Islamic text have
been studied from various critical perspectives. In the 42" sermon of this
book, Imam Ali warns people against following whimsical desires and
long dreams and highlights moral issues. This study examines this sermon
in light of Halliday’s Systemic Functional Linguistics, with particular
attention to the experiential and textual meta-functions. The objective of
this study is to examine Imam Ali’s speech patterns in this sermon by
examining its structural and non-structural factors in order to provide a
comprehensive reading for the readers.

2. Theoretical Framework

Systemic Functional Linguistics (SFL) was first proposed by Halliday in
1995. According to him, three major social roles (meta-function) form the
basis of the grammatical system of language in every communication:
experiential meta-function, interpersonal meta-function, and textual meta-
function. This study draws on experiential and textual meta-functions:
Experiential meta-function: it refers to our perception of the world from
within and without. In this process, we express our beliefs, feelings, and
impressions. It consists of participants’ process and extratextual elements.
Accordingly, by examining the types of processes in verbs and
determining their frequency in the text, it is possible to decode the
author’s experiences, thoughts, and inner world.
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Textual meta-function: it is not a way to use language but a source to
ensure that what is said is appropriate and related to the context of the
speech. It includes structural and non-structural factors: structural factors
are “subject-declarative” and “information: new and old” and non-
structural factors include coherence (Reference, Deletion and
Substitution, Conjunctions, and Lexical Coherence).

3. Research Method

This study analyzes the 42" sermon of Nahj al-Balagheh using a
descriptive-analytical method based on the Systemic Functional
Linguistics (SFL) framework. As this framework is considerably
inclusive, this study draws on experiential and textual meta-functions to
analyze the conceptual, ideological, and attitudinal aspects of language in
this sermon.

4. Conclusion

Analyzing the stylistic discourse of the 42" sermon of Nahj al-Balagha
according to SFL, that the following conclusions were drawn:

Considering the experiential meta-function, out of the six types of
processes Imam Ali uses the mental, relational, verbal, and existential
ones in this sermon which underscore its content and theme. The mental
and relational processes play an important role in shaping the discourse of
the sermon. These processes underscore the thematic concerns of the
sermon such as succumbing to whimsical desires, and long-term desires,
recognizing the most important difference between this world and the
hereafter, and explicating the duty of people in this transitional world.
The existential and verbal processes, despite having less frequency, are in
line with this argument. Considering the textual meta-function, Imam Ali
conveys the most important message in the opening paragraphs of the
sermon expressing fear and terror to his audience in order to warn them
about pride, neglect, and greed. For this purpose, he uses primers such as
(wa/fa/famma) and the experimental structure that forms the compound
primer. Given the informational style of the Arabic language which is of
the VSO (verb/subject/object) languages, and due to the presence of
emphasized noun clauses, most of the informative constructions of the
sermon are marked. Also, the structure of sermon discourse information is
aligned with the context of the sermon. The non-structural factors in the
sermon also play an important role in making it coherent. Grammatical
coherence is achieved by utilizing the following factors: reference and
deletion, connective coherence (through additional and causal
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connection), and lexical coherence (repetition and co-synthesis). Among
the types of cohesion, the high frequency of additional communication is
noteworthy, which showcases the descriptive aspect of the sermon.
Considering what has been discussed based on Halliday’s SFL, in which
language is treated as a means of conveying meaning and establishing
communication between people of a society, the stylistic discourse of the
42" sermon of Nahj al-Balagheh is underpinned by the contextual and
cognitive knowledge Imam Ali has about his audience. The structure of
the sermon, which is reflected in language, is a metonymy of the society
in which the sermon was written.
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