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Abstract

Examining statements related to power in ancient texts is an approach to
understanding the political and management discourses formed in the context of
history. Discourse analysis based on power distance can provide a profile of the
political and managerial culture dimensions of an organization or society. The
symmetrical land of Hijaz, with the formation of Quraysh's commercial trips,
witnessed the emergence of the wealth foundation discourse, which temporarily
faded with the emergence of Islam and the establishment of the prophetic
government in Medina and gave way to another discourse; The new discourse
was expanded and promoted in an unprecedented way during the rule of Imam
Ali (AS). In the present article, which was organized with the descriptive
analytical method based on library sources, two competing discourses were
analyzed based on the indicators of power distance, and at the end the following
result was obtained: Imam Ali (AS), while challenging the authority of the
wealthy elite, opposed hierarchical relationships and advocated for intellectual
enlightenment  within the political and administrative organization.
Fundamentally, he did not believe in maintaining a power distance. Based on
this research, the result of adopting these strategies was the creation of an open
political space for freely expressing positions and criticisms, meritocracy, and
also a serious fight against favoritism in the Alevi government, which was
unprecedented in the previous and subsequent governments.
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Extended Abstract
1. Introduction
One of the most important and well-known theories in the analysis of
management discourses is the theory of "cultural dimensions” proposed
by "Gerard Hofstede". He was of the opinion that the difference between
organizations can be found in several indicators; Indicators with which
two or more societies can be compared. Power distance is one of these
indices that shows how close or far societies are in terms of cultural
values.

This article, in a historical effort and with an anthropological
approach, seeks to explain the power gap in the society under the
leadership of Imam Ali (AS).

2. Theoretical Framework

This research is a cultural analysis of the existence of objectified
examples of a modern concept in religious texts. It benefited from various
historical analyses due to its historical nature.

The supremacy of the wealth foundation, the promotion and eagerness
of the power holders to be seen by the public, especially domestic and
foreign competitors, and the prevalence of circular relationships and the
role of the group of friends and family in power, are the most important
concepts that play a role in the formation of the theoretical framework of
this article.

3. Research Method

In this research, the issue of power distance was examined using library
sources and analytical-descriptive methods and referring to various
sources, especially historical reports and hadith books, and it has been
shown that reading ancient texts based on new concepts is possible. It can
lead to the discovery of hidden meanings from the words of the great
people.

4. Conclusion

In social sciences and anthropology, the type of relationship between
government officials and the public, especially the level of their
relationship and interaction with each other, is referred to as power
distance. This component is one of the dimensions that can be used to
evaluate the policies of the Alevi government. In other words, from the
perspective of power distance, it is possible to analyze many of Hazrat
Ali's (AS) behaviors on the one hand, and on the other hand, a large
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number of incidents happening in that era can be analyzed with the same
criteria. A review of Nahj al-Balagha shows that Amir al-Momenin did
not believe in power distance and in his political and management
discourse, there is no sign of a large distance between the ruler and the
people during his governance. Therefore, getting into the government
body did not bring special benefits and privileges, and those in power
were not allowed to show off their power. Also, seeking privileges was
rejected and everyone was equal in the benefits and implementation of the
rules. On the other hand, on the same basis, commitment and ability were
the two main criteria for placing people in the body of power, and in this
context, being in the circle of relatives and friends was not helpful in
getting to power.

Imam's effort to expand this discourse practically led to freedom of
action and an open political space, which provided the opportunity for
expressing criticism and proposing views, and as a result, equality. Also,
meritocracy and fighting against favoritism was emphasized during the
rule of Imam Ali (AS) in a way that it is unprecedented in the previous
and subsequent governments. What makes the small power distance in
Alevi thought and behavior worthy of attention is that in the period before
and after him, there was a ruling movement that believed in a large power
distance, and from this point of view, the Alevi government was
prominent and distinct.
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