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Abstract

Among the important and valuable topics reflected in the Quranic teachings
and the spoken and written culture of the Commander of the Faithful Hazrat
Ali (AS) are the topics related to the environment. Indifference and
negligence towards the environment and the destruction of natural resources
have a direct and indirect effect on the health of the body and soul of the
people of the society. The beauty in nature is one of the manifestations of the
power and beauty of God, and attention to and thoughtfulness in them lead
to closeness and recognition. It provides the knowledge of the Creator to the
members of the society. In such an approach, a God-believing person is
someone who is diligent in preserving and protecting the environment by
following the teachings of the Holy Quran and the precious words of the
Imams (AS). The present study aims to deal with the issue of preserving the
environment and its importance and role in the exaltation of the God-
believing person by using the holy verses of the Quran and the precious
words of Imam Ali (a.s.) in Nahj al-Balaigha. One of the most important
approaches of the research is that both in the Quranic teachings and in the
promoting words of wisdom by Amir al-Mo’menin, there are many
instructions to guide and encourage people to protect the environment as a
place for human excellence and growth.
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Extended Abstract

1. Introduction

Among the important and valuable topics reflected in the Quranic
instructions and the spoken and written culture related to Imam Ali (a.s.),
are the issues that are related to the environment. Indifference and
negligence towards the environment and destruction of natural resources
may impact the physical and mental health of the people of the society
directly or indirectly. It is believed that, the beauties in nature are the
representation of the power and beauty of God, and considering them
leads to getting closer to the Creator of the universe.

In such cases, those who believe in God should be diligent in
preserving and protecting the environment by following the instructions
of the Holy Quran (HQ) and the precious words of Imams. The current
research aims at considering the concept of God, the environment, and its
role in the human exaltation by using the holy verses of the Quran and the
valuable words of Imam Ali in "Nahjul-Balagha". The most important
aspect in this research is finding multiple forms of directing and
encouraging people to protect the environment as a place for excellence
and human growth both in the Quranic instructions and in the man-
making wisdom provided by Imam Ali.

The interest in the environment and environmental issues has been of
utmost importance in the contemporary world, especially after the 1970s.
This interest is so extreme that in every country, there are organizations to
protect the environment. After the industrial revolution in Europe and the
limitless growth of technology that has destroyed nature, the environment
is in serious danger. Nowadays, environment is in danger and destruction
more than ever before due to profit seeking and cruel strategies of
industrial countries and powers. Among the important factors that destroy
nature, the excessive use of industrial tools and military equipment,
chemicals, and poisons can be mentioned. Today, the factors that destroy
the nature and environment are spreading so much that scientists have
alarmed the world about environmental destruction. Before addressing the
main point, it is necessary to provide a definition of the environment and
briefly review the factors that play a destructive role in the environment.
The study, then, addresses the role of Islam in protecting the environment.
Today, no one can deny the destructive role of international and regional
wars in the ruining the environment and its negative impacts on human
life. This is despite the fact that environment is the place of growth and
excellence. According to the Islamic teachings, man should have a
relationship with earth and other phenomena of existence in such a way
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that s/he may benefit from the gifts of nature. Mankind should also try to
maintain health, prosperity, and sustainable development. The narrations
show that God created the natural resources of the environment for
mankind and with the prior aim of serving him/her. Therefore, he has the
right to occupy and own them. It determines his/her lifestyle and
ultimately determines his/her daily behaviors, activities, and orientation
toward life and moral values. Believing in monotheism, prophethood, and
resurrection are the characteristics of Islamic moral system and lifestyle
which highlight its difference from other living methods. Harming the
environment and destroying nature leads to irreparable damage to
humanity. Depression and the increase in mental illnesses among people
today are not unrelated to damage to the environment and harming the
environment has destructive effects on individual and collective moral
qualities of humans. It can be understood, from the verses of the Quran
and Islamic traditions, that nature is effective in the growth of plants and
the development of humans. More precisely, an unhealthy environment
has harmful effects on humans. From the verses of the Quran and Islamic
traditions, it can be deduced that nature and clean earth are effective in the
growth of plants and development of humans.

2. Research Questions

a. What are the principles and instructions of the Holy Quran and Nahjul-
Balagha regarding environmental ethics and environmental protection?

b. What are the most important principles of the Holy Quran and Imam
Ali to protect the environment?

c. What is the practical effect of believing in God and having the
knowledge of God in protecting the environment?

3. Significance of the Study

What makes such research necessary is that the excessive and sometimes
wrong use of the environment by humans, especially in advanced
societies, has led to environmental pollution, destruction, and greenhouse
gases instead of being a place for human growth and development. This is
as the result of the inappropriate and wasteful human behavior. For this
reason, it is necessary to follow the instructions of the Holy Quran and the
noble narrations of the Imams and the Nahjul-Balagha of Imam Ali in this
regard. What makes this research even more necessary is that
environmental protection is one of the concerns of the Supreme Leader of
Islamic Republic of Iran.
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4. Research Method
This research is based on the analytical descriptive method and using
library sources, focusing on the Holy Quran and Nahjul-Balagha.

5. Results

The results of this research show that according to Islam and Islamic
ethics, the world and nature are viewed as the representation of God and
all creatures in nature are a mirror of the divine names. Furthermore, it is
believed that mankind is the representative of God in this world and has
the power to conquer the universe. As a matter of fact, nature is a divine
endowment that humans should try to preserve. This means, on the Day
of Judgment, mankind will be asked to respond for all his actions,
including his behavior with nature. Therefore, believing in the
resurrection is one of the most important tools to protect the environment.
On the other hand, the universe is a place for human evolution and the
place where God has given all his gifts and blessings to man, and it is
man's duty to try to preserve the health and prosperity of this environment
so that he can evolve him/herself. From the perspective of Nahjul-
Balagha, the type of attitude and belief of each person in any field
determines his lifestyle and ultimately determines his daily behaviors and
activities and his orientation towards life.

In Islamic life, nature is one of the beautiful manifestations of God's
creation, and thinking about it can bring a person closer to the Almighty
God. Therefore, destroying, wasting, and corrupting it are considered as
one of the major sins. Observance of ethics in dealing with nature is one
of the characteristics of the Islamic lifestyle.
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