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Abstract

Establishing what is good and forbidding what is bad with the central goal of
reform and education has been introduced by the Holy Shariah as a universal
duty, and considering the close relationship of reform and education with
moral values, one of the influential factors in this field, is to pay special
attention to the statement "Tagafel" and "Surveillance". But how to use them
seems to be an important issue because it is possible that the obligee may
suffer deviations such as "improper investigations”, "violation of privacy",
"negligence and indifference" and "moral unrest."

The main goal of the present study is to explain the limits and boundaries
of moderation in neglecting and investigating in the implementation of what
is good and forbidding what is evil in relation to the two domains of
"people™ and "government" with a focus on the words and life of Amir al-
Mominin (AS. The study was carried out using the analytical descriptive
method and a practical approach to introduce the extent of religious and
moral moderation and explains its theoretical foundations in such a way that
in the internal affairs of people and the inadvertent errors of authorities, the
decision is to ignore, but in order to preserve the organization, security, and
the public, he spying becomes permissible and non-ignorable, so that the
society and the government can benefit from its effects, such as knowledge
about the need to practice moderation in ignoring or spying on people’s
personal affairs and the authorities.
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Extended Abstract

1. Introduction

From the point of view of Sharia, reason and law, all citizens are obliged
to carry out their Shariah and human responsibility regarding the
enjoining what is good and forbidding what is evil, as well as the
establishment of laws and regulations that are against the divine standards
in relation to the society as a whole and its individuals,. However, since
enjoining good and forbidding evil is considered a sacred duty, it should
not lead to performing illegal actions or ignoring moral values, because
regardless of its customs and conditions, the obligee may go beyond
moderation and lead to serious and fatal harms and violation of individual
and social rights. Therefore, given the close relationship between morals
and moral virtues and how to practice enjoining good and prohibiting the
evil and the realization of its value goal (reformation and health), the
main and important issue that in the minds of those who are obliged to
practice this virtue is how to use moral virtues and observe their moderate
limits in order to fulfill the mentioned duty. Accordingly, the purpose of
the present study is to fully explain the moral concepts of "ignoring™ and
"surveillance” and their relationship with the manners, conditions and
fulfillment of enjoining good and forbidding the evil in the two main
sections of "personal life and privacy" and "the governing authorities and
its agents” based on the words of Amirul Momineen Ali (a.s.). The
present study is a serious step toward in line with the realization of
enjoining good and forbidding evil by fully explaining and analyzing the
Shariah, legal and moral issues related to the subject, regarding the
observance of moderation with regard to the personal affairs and privacy
of individuals, maintaining all the individual and social rights of the
people and rulers to be immune from mistakes and deviations such as
defamation of people, spread of evil, etc.

2. Theoretical framework

Among the issues that can play an important role in the realization of the
valuable goal of "enjoining good and forbidding evil" is considering
influential ethical propositions such as “the principle of ignoring™ and
"surveillance”, but it is necessary to address the conditions and the
manners associated with every duty; explanation of moral values and
virtues related to it are so important that not paying full and careful
attention to them may make the obligee go beyond the limits and
moderation in performing the duty and sometimes in some cases
unintentionally lead them to illegitimate and illegal affairs and serious
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and fatal harms and violation of individual and social rights in such a way
that in its extreme case, by justifying the religious duty and social
responsibility and considering ignoring and indifference as reprehensible,
it leads to "violation of privacy and individual freedom", “inappropriate
surveillance and rebellion in people's inner affairs™ and "violation of the
rights of the members of the society" and as a result, serious problems and
harms may arise such as individuals being disrespected and treated with
indignity, the spread of evil and sometimes individual and social violence.
As a criticism against this way of thinking, it can be stated that it has led
to the deviation and distortion of many societies throughout history and
the efforts of human reformers to prevent those societies from obscene
traditions. In its extreme case, by marginalizing religious teachings and
orders in the field of individuality and adopting a purely ethical approach
toward enjoining good and forbidding evil as against its mandatory and
commanding approach, as well as giving priority to neglecting and
absence of surveillance , it prioritizes individual freedoms over all issues,
even public safety and peace, and sometimes with moral and behavioral
unrestrainedness and breaking the public and social boundaries, it causes
serious problems and harms such as ignorance and neglect, social
indifference, self-centeredness and violence, violating the public privacy
in the society, moving away from moral systems and eventually spreading
moral anomalies and humanistic thinking. Therefore, based on the ethical
concepts of "ignoring" and "surveillance" and how they relate to customs,
conditions and the realization of the value goal of enjoining good and
forbidding evil in the two main areas of "personal life and privacy" "and
"the government and its agents" and the explanation of its theoretical
foundations based on the words of Amir al-Mu'minin Ali (AS), it can be
concluded that in the internal affairs of the people and the minor errors
and inadvertence of the agents, the decision is to neglect and not allow
surveillance. On the other hand, in order to preserve the organization,
security, the whole society and to be aware of the military movements of
foreign enemies and the conspiracies of internal opponents and spies, and
to be aware of the needs and problems of the people, spying becomes
permissible and ignoring reprehensible.

3. Method

The current research, in order to explain the limits and boundaries of
moderation in ignoring and spying in the implementation of the duty of
enjoining good and prohibiting the evil in relation to "people” and
"government™ with a focus on the words and life of Amir al-Mu'minin
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(AS), tries to use a descriptive analytical method and a practical approach
to introduce the extent of religious and moral moderation and explain its
theoretical foundations so that the society and the government can benefit
from its effects and results, such as the knowledge about the moderate
level of ignoring and spying on people in their personal and inner affairs
as well as the governing authorities.

4. Conclusion

Enjoining good and forbidding evil with the main goal of reform and
education has been introduced by the Holy Shariah as a Shariah and
universal duty, and considering the close relationship of reform and
education with moral values, one of the significant methods in reform and
education is the moral virtues. Among the influential moral concepts in
etiquette, the conditions for the mentioned obligation are "negligence and
ignoring™ and "spying and surveilance”. Based on the Quranic verses,
narrations and words and life of Amir al-Mu'minin Ali (AS) in the field of
"personal life and privacy”, due to the need for preserving privacy,
sanctity and dignity of people, the primacy is with ignoring and spying is
not allowed. With regard to the "government and its agents” in the case
of minor and inadvertent mistakes, the decision is to ignore; however, in
order to preserve the organization, security, the treasury rights , life,
reputation, properties and honor of the whole society, being aware of the
military movements of foreign enemies and conspiracies of opponents
and domestic opponents and spies, monitoring the government agents and
how they work and being aware of the needs, problems and complaints of
the people, spying is permissible and even becomes obligatory in some
cases.
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