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Abstract

To study a valuable religious text such as Nahj al-Balagha, understanding
conceptual metaphor can be very important, but cannot reveal all aspects.
The current research aims to investigate the existence or non-existence of the
compatibility between the existing interpretations of Nahj al-Balagheh and
the stages of meaning construction in conceptual blending theory
(Fauconnier and Turner, 2002, 1998). This research is descriptive and its
method is content analysis. The sample size of about ten percent was
examined by stratified probability sampling method and with personal
estimation. The findings show that in the translations and explanations of
Nahj al-Balagha, the formation of different blending spaces in the minds of
different commentators and translators can be seen. Examining different
translations, it can be stated that probably the great variety of translations
and explanations is the result of different spaces that have been created in the
minds of different commentators and translators.
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Extended Abstract

1. Introduction

Since Nahj al-Balagha is one of the main religious texts and a very
instructive source for the use of the general public and researchers in all
ages, there is a need to investigate the semantics of the concepts included
in this valuable book. This issue brought to the author's mind the idea of
analyzing the interpretations of Nahj al-Balagha in the shadow of new and
different concepts and put the data obtained from Nahj al-Balagha as a
clear example of texts to the test of conceptual blending theory.
Examining the conceptual blending and separation of input spaces can
provide useful information about some passages of Nahj al-Balagheh. In
the semantics of Nahj al-Balagha, this can be used to interpret and
analyze the phrases and statements in Nahj al-Balagha to gain a better
understanding of the phrases. The present study tries to answer two basic
questions by examining the statements of Nahj al-Balagheh: 1) Which
types of blending networks can be seen in these sayings? 2) To what
extent do the interpretations of Nahj al-Balagheh comply with the stages
of meaning construction in the theory of conceptual blending? In other
words, is it possible to see the meaning-construction stages of blending
theory in the presented interpretations?

2. Theoretical Framework

The theory of conceptual blending emerged from the studies by
Fauconnier and Turner (1998; 1994) while working on the theory of
mental spaces and the study of conceptual metaphor. In their
observations, they found that in many cases, the construction of meaning
is derived from a structure that apparently does not exist in the conceptual
or linguistic structure of the inputs of the meaning-construction process
(Coulson and Oakley, 2000).

Blending can be considered an important tool in compressing vital

relations such as time, space, cause-effect, identity and change. According
to Fauconnier and Turner (1998), these blendings do not take place as
separate patterns; Rather, they act as a network of conceptual blendings.
Four spaces are involved in the formation of meaning, which are: input
space, output space, general space, and blend space.
According to this theory, a part of one structure is mapped onto a part of
another structure and also a part of one role is mapped onto a part of
another role to create an implicit implication of similarity between two
things (Joy et al., 2009).
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Many studies have been carried out in the field of literary and rhetorical
industries of Nahj al-Balagha and its literary status, both using the
traditional approach and on the basis of modern linguistics, including
those by Adibi Mehr (2016), Sheikh Ahmadi (2018), Qaemi et al. (2011),
Noormohammadi et al. (2012), and Zeinali et al. (2022). However, the
present study deals with the comparative analysis of the interpretations of
Nahj al-Balagha drawing on the stages of meaning construction in the
theory of conceptual blending. In the field of conceptual blending, many
foreign and domestic researches such as Fauconnier and Turner (2002),
Van Heerden (2008), Perrier and Cardoso (2002), Barkat et al. (2012)
Sadeghi (2013), and Roshan and Ardabili (2013) can be mentioned.

3. Method

This research attempted to analyze the statements in Nahj al-Balagha and
to examine the presence or absence of different networks of conceptual
blending in some of these statements, which were classified and selected
in a probabilistic way. The present study also tested explanatory power of
the theory of conceptual blending in the process of understanding various
statements, and the stages of meaning formation in these statements. By
examining different interpretations, we tried to answer the question of to
what extent the interpretations of Nahj al-Balagheh are compatible with
the meaning-construction stages in the theory of conceptual blending and
whether it is possible to observe the stages of meaning-construction. In
many parts of these words of wisdom, it is possible to reach structures in
which meaning is created through conceptual blending. Since the subject-
textual diversity of these words of wisdom is very high, for the research
results to have the necessary validity, stratified probability sampling was
used. Out of the 480 statements, using the probability sampling method,
and personal estimation of the sample size, about ten percent of the
sample size, i.e., 48 statements was determined as the sample size, and if
there were any mixed networks in each statement, it was examined and
analyzed. A table of random numbers was used to select the samples.

4. Conclusion

The present study examined the phrases of Nahj al-Balagheh from two
perspectives. In addition the existence of various types of blending
networks was investigated. The degree of mental compatibility of the
commentators of Nahj al-Balagheh was also examined with these types of
networks. The findings show that all kinds of conceptual blending have
been used in the statements of Nahj al-Balagheh, and by using the three
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stages of combination, completion and expansion, a new meaning can be
achieved, the general purpose of which is to provide a human scale. In
most of the presented examples, the use of human creative ability to
express abstract concepts through tangible and understandable concepts in
different spaces is quite evident. Regarding the translations and
explanations of Nahj al-Balagha, it can be stated that the formation of
different mental spaces in the minds of different commentators and
translators is quite obvious. Examining the different translations and
interpretations, it can be stated that the high diversity in translations and
interpretations is the result of various blending spaces that have been
created in the minds of different people.
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