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Abstract

The Islamic society faced severe deviations after the passing of Prophet
Muhammad (PBUH). These deviations led Imam Ali (AS) to criticize the
previous caliphs and the influential figures of society. Therefore, from the
beginning of his own caliphate, he initiated fundamental political reforms.
The main purpose of the present study is to explore the political strategies
proposed by Imam Ali (AS) for transitioning from a society of the Ignorance
to an Islamic society. Imam Ali (AS) implemented reforms in two
fundamental areas to prevent deviations; rectify the Islamic society, and
eradicate the practices of ignorance. He introduced the qualities of Islamic
rulers and officials, as well as a method of governance, to foster social
cohesion. Imam Ali (AS) emphasized the selection of rulers and leaders
based on the principles of the Quran and the Sunnah of Prophet Muhammad
(PBUH). These selections should have public acceptance and be in
accordance with the Quran and the Prophet's traditions; Imam Ali (AS), was
the most informed and influential person about the Quran and the Prophet's
Sunnah.

Keywords: Islamic Society, Jahilit (Ignorance), Nahj al-Balagha, Political
Life of Imam Ali (AS), Islamic Agents.

1. PhD student, Nahj al-Balagha, Payam Noor University, Tehran, Iran

2. Professor, Department of Quran and Hadith Sciences, Faculty of Theology and Islamic Studies,
Payam Noor University, Tehran, Iran

3. Associate Professor, Department of History and Islamic Culture and Civilization, Faculty of
Theology and Islamic Studies, Payam Noor University, Tehran, Iran

4. Professor, Department of Educational Sciences, Payam Noor University, Tehran, Iran

*: Corresponding Author: Email: aminnaji@pnu.ac.ir

How to cite this article: Kafi Mashhadi, M., Amin Naji, M. H., Ebadi, M., Sarmadi, M. R. (2022). The
solutions of the transition from the society of the Ignorance period to the Islamic society in the field of political
issues from the perspective of Imam Ali (AS) with emphasis on Nahj al-Balagha, Quarterly Journal of Nahj
al-Balagha Research, 10(39), 81-102. DOI: 10.22084/NAHJ.2023.27593.2913



https://dorl.net/dor/20.1001.1.23455233.1401.10.39.4.4

82 The solutions of the transition from the society... Kafi Mashhadi & et al.

Extended Abstract

1. Introduction

The Ignorance Period, known as Jahiliyyah, refers to an era in the
Arabian Peninsula approximately 100 to 200 years before the advent of
Islam (Javad Ali, 2012: 1/39). During this period, specific customs and
traditions governed the lives of the people. The key characteristics of this
era included ignorance, idol worshiping, murder, plunder, superstitious
beliefs, and oppression. The Holy Quran also directly and indirectly
describes the ignorance conditions in various verses. For instance, the
Quran mentions the existence of conflicts, animosity, and enmity among
tribes during the era of Jahiliyyah (Quran, Al-Imran/103).

2. Theoretical framework

After the reign of the first three caliphs, Imam Ali (AS) assumed the
leadership of the Islamic state upon the request of the people. He keenly
observed the changes that occurred after Prophet Muhammad's (PBUH)
time and clearly sensed these transformations. Even during his 25-year
patience and silence, he offered admonitions to various individuals, many
of which went unnoticed (Ruk: Adak; Hosseini, 2010: 7-28). However,
upon assuming the position of leadership, Imam Ali (AS) endeavored to
rectify the deviation of the Islamic society from the path of Prophet
Muhammad (PBUH), which could be considered a kind of regression to
Ignorance (jahiliyyah). Imam Ali (AS) accepted the governance and
aimed to implement fundamental and significant changes within the
Islamic society, transforming it from a community engaged in Ignorance
behaviors and practices conflicting with the Prophet's traditions into an
Islamic community. Furthermore, Imam Ali (AS) sought to introduce
other changes, but his opponents and dissenters did not allow him to
proceed with these efforts. The main goal of the present article is to
explore how Imam Ali (AS) approached the transition from an Ignorance
society to an Islamic society in terms of political governance.

3. Research method

The research method employed in this study is descriptive and analytical,
based on the speeches of Imam Ali (AS), particularly Nahj al-Balagha. It
involves extracting the characteristics of the Jahili society and then
discussing the foundations and methods that Imam Ali (AS) presented for
their reformation, as documented in his teachings and biography.
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4. Discussion

Imam Ali (AS) undertook two major actions to rectify the deviations that
had occurred in the past in the realm of political issues in society. One
was pointing out the characteristics of the rulers and officials of the
Islamic society, and the other was the explanation of the way of
governance and administration of society by the officials.

If the majority of the people show inclination towards a particular form
of government and desire the rule of an individual or a group, then the
government should be formed based on the will and consent of the
people. Such a government enjoys legitimacy, whereas a government that
people obey out of coercion and compulsion lacks legitimacy. In other
words, rulers and governments can be broadly divided into two
categories: 1. Governments to which people willingly give consent and
authority. 2. Rulers and governments to which people submit out of
coercion and force. The attribute of legitimacy belongs to the first
category. (Nadari Ghomi, 1378: 53)

One who is more knowledgeable and committed to the Quran and
Sunnah of the Prophet (PBUH) than others can assume the leadership of
the Islamic Ummah. In other words, the most knowledgeable and pious
individuals are the ones who possess the qualifications for managing the
Islamic society, as they have the highest awareness of religion and are the
most obedient to the Quran and the Sunnah. Therefore, they can govern
the society better than others based on the principles of the Quran and
Sunnah.

One of the most important characteristics of Imam Ali's (AS)
government was justice, which had been greatly diminished in the
preceding 25 years. Imam Ali (AS) stated in his concise sayings: "Employ
justice and beware of tyranny and shame, for tyranny leads to downfall
and shame leads to the sword." (Hikmat/468)

Another distinguishing feature of the government of Ali (AS) that
differed from the Jahili government was the selection of capable and
committed administrators. As mentioned in the previous section regarding
the "most knowledgeable and pious individuals in relation to the Quran
and Sunnah,” it is necessary to avoid repetition. It should be noted that
qualified administrators should be chosen.

Another solution implemented by Imam Ali (AS) to overcome the
characteristics of the Jahili society in terms of governance was the direct
interaction between rulers and administrators and the people. In other
words, people should be able to easily communicate with their rulers and
administrators and explain their problems to them, so that the rulers and
administrators can address their issues. If there is distance between
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administrators and the people, and if it is not possible to meet them, the
problems of the people will not be recognized or resolved, leading to
despair among the people.

One of the issues that humanity has always been grappling with is war.
War, although highly undesirable and destructive to human beings, is an
inevitable phenomenon. Within this context, some individuals and
communities engage in war in a Jahili manner, while others approach it in
an Islamic manner. Regarding the Jahili society, it can be stated that it is a
war-prone and selfish community that resorts to any means to achieve its
interests. On the other hand, the Islamic community is a community that
seeks justice and refrains from warmongering sacrificing personal
interests for the sake of truth and justice.

5. Conclusion

In conclusion, Imam Ali (AS) made efforts to prevent deviations and
reform the Islamic community and eliminate Jahili manner by addressing
two fundamental aspects. He introduced the qualities of rulers and
officials in the Islamic system and emphasized the importance of
governance based on the Quran and the Prophet's tradition. The selection
of leaders should enjoy public acceptance or popularity and be in
accordance with the Quran and Sunnah. Imam Ali (AS) himself was the
most highly qualified individual in following the Quran and the Prophet's
tradition.

Furthermore, Imam Ali (AS) displayed particular behaviors in matters
of warfare. He emphasized avoiding aggression and sought to prevent war
until the last moments. Only when the enemy attacked, he would engage
in battle and defend himself. Even before engaging in war, he would pray
and show goodwill towards the enemies. These characteristics reflect the
qualities of leaders in the Islamic community, as Imam Ali (AS) aimed to
transform a society inclined towards war in the Jahili era into a peace-
seeking Islamic society.
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