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Abstract

The Commander of the Faithful, Ali (A.S.), along with his moral
recommendations and orders, has tried to explain the philosophy of those
recommendations and orders in the most beautiful way possible to their
audience, and this means that he believed in the rationality of moral orders.
In this study, using the analytical and descriptive method, the inference and
examination of the moral reasoning in the words of the Amir of the Faithful
(PBUH) has been addressed to prove that the Prophet's moral commands are
merely expressions of people's feelings and desires or the social contract, but
in their moral recommendations, they considered both the advantages and
disadvantages of human behavior and the ability to understand those
advantages and disadvantages by the audience of those recommendations.
Given the fact that some moral rules are focused on the duty of man and
some are focused on the results of his/her actions, Imam (a.s.), in explaining
his moral orders and recommendations, has considered both duty-based
reasoning and outcome-oriented reasoning in the best possible way although,
in the wise view of his holiness, a duty-oriented moral order that is not
aimed at any goal will never be realized, and all actions are ultimately aimed
at a goal and purpose, which is to approach absolute perfection by being
adorned with the attributes of perfection and divine beauty.
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Extended Abstract

1. Introduction

The most important difference between humans and animals is their
ability to think and reason. This feature has caused human to start
reasoning to rationally justify his/her actions and behavior. When these
reasonings are made to prove the goodness or badness and rightness or
wrongness of an action, they are called moral reasoning. Moral reasoning
IS a process in which people try to determine the difference between right
and wrong actions by using logical rules. Some moral reasonings are
focused on duty, that is, their premise is that a person is obligated to
perform a certain action, and if s/he refuses to perform that action, he has
not fulfilled his duty. In the present study, such reasoning is referred to as
"ethical reasoning focused on duty”. In some other moral reasoning, the
result and goal of the action are taken into consideration and the goodness
or badness of the actions is explained according to their result. In this
study, these types of reasoning are called "goal-oriented moral
reasoning”.. Therefore, in this study, moral reasonings are generally
divided into two categories: duty-oriented moral reasoning and goal-
oriented moral reasoning. Imam Ali (a.s.) has used both duty-oriented
moral reasoning and result-oriented moral reasoning in explaining moral
rules and orders.

2. Theoretical framework

Imam Ali (a.s.) often used to express his philosophy along with moral
recommendations and orders. In other words, he explains the correctness
of that moral order to his audience by logical reasoning. Imam Ali's moral
reasonings are not limited to one or more dimensions, but his reasoning
are comprehensive like himself and have all the merits of other moral
theories, whether they are duty-based theories or consequentialist
theories. On the one hand, he is duty-oriented and considers man as
obliged to do things before God the Almighty, himself and others, and his
reasoning are focused on duty from this point of view, and on the other
hand, they are result-oriented due to paying attention to the results of
actions, including this-worldly and those in the hereafter, material and
spiritual, and use result-oriented reasoning to recommend moral matters.
According to Imam Ali (a.s.), man is responsible and obligated to God the
Almighty due to the intellectual necessity of gratitude, and even if he does
not believe in heaven and hell, it is necessary to be grateful for his
blessings. A part of Imam Ali's duty-oriented moral reasoning is aimed at
human beings and anthropology. These reasonings can be divided into
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two categories: one category includes reasonings that consider the duty of
man towards himself, and the other category is aimed at the duty of man
towards others. In this study, without being committed to the
aforementioned distinction, examples of Imam Ali's (a.s.) moral
reasonings that are focused on the result of action have been mentioned,
such as the argument on the necessity of honesty and avoiding lying, and
the argument on the necessity of trustworthiness and avoiding betrayal.

3. Method

The present study tries to examine the moral words of Imam Ali (a.s.) in
Nahj al-Balagha and other sources with a descriptive-analytical method
and to show that along with the moral orders and recommendations he
often provides explanation on the philosophy of those orders and
recommendations to the audience. In the review of the literature, in
addition to library work, electronic sources were also used.

4. Results

1. Imam Ali (a.s.) has a realistic view in moral recommendations and in
most cases, he expresses the moral reasoning related to each sentence in
the most concise and meaningful way, and it is not like some moral
philosophers that moral sentences are merely expressions of feelings. , to
know the wishes and social contracts or the commands and prohibitions
of those who command and those who forbid; Therefore, in his moral
advices, that Imam considers the ability to understand the goodness and
badness of moral actions, and he considers the knowledge, freedom and
discretion of the audience to be effective in accepting those actions, and
for this reason, he tries to, along with his advice, provide sufficient
reasons for these recommendations.

2. The moral reasonings of the Commander of the Faithful, Imam Ali
(a.s.) are not one-dimensional; he uses both duty-oriented reasoning to
promote ethics and explain moral rules, as well as consequentialist
reasoning. They pay attention to both human’s duty to God the Almighty
and his/her duty to him/herself and others. They consider both material
and worldly goals and spiritual and otherworldly goals.

3. Most of the moral reasonings of Imam Ali (a.s.) are explicit and clear
and come with moral orders and recommendations, and in some cases, for
reasons such as the clarity of the ruling or the elimination of verbal or
spiritual reasoning, hidden reasonings are used; However, with a little
care and reference to other words of the Holy Prophet, the hidden moral
reasoning in those rules and moral recommendations will be revealed.
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4. The method of Imam Ali's moral reasoning is actually a moral and educational
model for those who consider enjoining good and forbidding evil as a human
and religious duty and act on it, because Imam (a.s.) by expressing the effects
and results of moral and Sharia commands and areas, makes it easier for the
audience to accept them, since God created man in such a way that s/he accepts
reasonable and logical speech and rejects and hates simply being bossy and
domineering.
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- Moor, G. E. (1988). Principia Ethica, Prometheus Books, New York.

- Kant, 1. (2002). Critique of Practical Reason, Translated by Werner S. Pluhar,
Introduction by Stephen Engstrom Hackett Publishing Company, Inc.
Indianapolis/Cambridge.
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