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Abstract

The law of armed conflict is one of the branches of international law. Its
purpose is to support military and civilian people in armed conflicts and also
to limit the choice and use of some war tools and methods for the warring
parties. This support for human beings and creating limitations for the use of
some warring methods and tools is deeply rooted in Islam, and has been
emphasized by the leader of Muslims, Imam Ali. The present research was
done in a descriptive-analytical way. The purpose of this study is to explain
the principles governing battles in armed conflicts from Imam Ali's point of
view. This research will answer the main question, ‘what are the principles
governing battles in armed conflicts from Imam Ali's point of view,
emphasizing the noble book of Nahj al-Balagha?’ The overall result obtained
from this research indicates that in order to prevent any kind of inhuman act
in war and reduce human suffering, the principle of distinction between
military and civilian people, the principle of human behavior, the principle
of protecting civilians, the principle of prohibiting some weapons of war, the
principle of preventing hunger and thirst, the principle of friendship and
tolerance with prisoners of war, and the principle of protecting the
environment are among the principles governing armed conflicts from the
point of view of Imam Ali.
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Extended Abstract

1. Introduction

In the era when war was a natural instinct in the tribal system to the extent
that it put all the tribes on the verge of destruction and the only rule
governing them was the system of revenge and every method and means
of war was used to destroy the enemy. In such an environment, when the
Prophet was given permission by God to fight and defend against the
enemies, he defined the rules and regulations during the conflict from the
beginning to the end and considered observing humane and humanitarian
behavior during war as necessary explaining some practices as prohibited
in war. A look at Imam Ali's behavior, especially his words in the book
Nahj al-Balagha shows that after explaining the reasons and objectives of
fighting with the enemies, Imam Ali also gave recommendations on
observing humane principles and humanitarian regulations in war, such as
observing humane behavior in war, supporting the civilians, supporting
the wounded, women and children, as well as people who did not
participate in the conflicts, which is referred to as the law of armed
conflict in international law today. The law of armed conflict, while
referring to the responsibilities and rights of the parties in war, especially
in relation to civilians, has limited the use of some weapons and methods
of war. In fact, the formation of the law of armed conflict dates back to
the second half of the 19th century, especially after the First World War.
However, many of these regulations, which limit the right of the warring
parties to choose and use some tools and methods of war and support
military and civilian people in armed conflicts, have been expressed in
Islam thirteen centuries ago and has been emphasized in the practices of
the Prophet and Imam Ali.

2. Theoretical topics

Laws regulate relationships and order in human society. The most
significant reason for the existence of international law is their degree of
influence on the behavior of governments. Therefore, international law
governs the relations between the states both in the state of peace and in
the state of war. The law of armed conflicts is a part of the international
law that governs relations between countries during armed conflicts and
assigns duties to people living in these countries, especially members of
their armed forces, to limit inhumane actions in war. Therefore, the
purpose of the law of armed conflicts is to reduce human pain and
suffering during armed conflicts by restricting or prohibiting some tools
and methods of warfare. In fact, the focus of the law of armed conflicts is
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to protect military and civilian people, as well as create restriction on the
choice and use of certain war tools and methods for the parties involved
in the war. These actions are an issue that has its roots in Islam and Imam
Ali emphasized its observance during the war. Although humanitarian
provisions in international documents are related to the contemporary era
and their titles and names are not explicitly found in the words of Imam
Ali, but by looking at his behavior and speech in Nahj al-Balagha, we can
find the issues that are related to the goal of the law of armed conflicts
today.

3. Research method

This is a qualitative descriptive-analytical study in terms of method of
data collection and applied in terms of purpose and its results can be
applied in decisions and policies as well as planning. In this way, in
addition to illustrating what is, the researcher describes and explains the
reasons for how and why the the problem exists and its dimensions by
searching in the literature and investigating the theoretical aspects of the
problem, compiling research propositions including research goals and
questions, systematic description of the past and current situation and
drawing conclusions. Therefore, in this study, first the topic, goals and
research questions were specified and then the concept of war, the laws of
war and the laws of armed conflicts were explained. Then, after studying
the background of the study, the aims and documents of the law of armed
conflicts in the contemporary era were explained. In the next stage,
according to the background of the study and studying the events and
conflicts that occurred during the reign of the Prophet and Imam Ali, the
basic principles and regulations of armed conflicts in Nahj al-Balagha
were identified and extracted in seven axes.

4. Conclusion

Imam Ali's speech in Nahj al-Balagha shows that whenever he sent an
army to the battlefield, before sending them, he guided them to observe
humane and moral principles in war to avoid any kind of inhumane act
and revenge in war, especially because supporting civilians has been the
basic goal and a principle and presupposition in all battles in Imam Ali's
point of view.

What has been mentioned in the recent centuries about Armed Conflicts
Law are about thirteen centuries away from the rules and regulations
mentioned by Imam Ali, and these rules and regulations were established
at a time when destruction, brutality and humiliating the enemy was
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normal during the war, there was no distinction between military and
civilians, and supporting women, children, the elderly and the wounded
was senseless.

The results obtained from the present study indicate that the principle of
distinction between the military and civilians, the principle of human
behavior, the principle of supporting the civilian population, the principle
of banning some war tools, the principle of prohibition of hunger and
thirst, the principle of friendship and tolerance with prisoners of war and
the principle of protecting the environment are the most important basic
principles governing armed conflicts from the point of view of Nahj al-
Balagha, which have been mentioned in the legal documents of armed
conflicts of the last century.
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1. Solferino
2. Hague Convention (IV) Respecting the Laws and Customs of War on Land (1907), and Annex
to the Convention: Regulations Concerning the Law and Customs of War on Land.
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1. Geneva Protocol for the Prohibition of the Use in War of Asphyxiating, Poisonous or Other
Gases and of Bacteriological Methods of Warfare, (1925).

2. Hague Convention of 14 May 1954 for the Protection of Cultural Property in the Event of
Armed Conflict.

3. Convention of 10 April 1972 on the Prohibition of the Development, Production and
Stockpiling of Bacteriological (Biological) and Toxin Weapons and on their Destruction
Biological Weapons convention (BWC).

4. Convention on Military or Any Other Hostile Use of Environmental Modification Techniques,
(ENMOD).

5. Convention of 10 October 1980 on Prohibitions or Restrictions on the Use of Certain
Conventional Weapons which May be Deemed to be Excessively Injurious or to Have
Indiscriminate Effects (Weapons Conv).

6. Convention of 13 January 1993 on the Prohibition of the Development, Production, Stockpiling
and Use of Chemical Weapons and on their Destruction (CWC)

7. Ottawa Convention of 3 December 1997 on the Prohibition of the Use, Stockpiling, Production,
and Transfer of Anti-personnel Mines and their Destruction (Land Mines Conv).

8. Convention on Cluster Munitions. 30 May 2008 (Cluster Conv).

9. Geneva Convention | for the Amelioration of the Condition of the Wounded and Sick in Armed
Forces in the Field (1949).
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1. Geneva Convention Il for the Amelioration of the Condition of the Wounded, Sick and
Shipwrecked Members of Armed Forces at Sea (1949).

2. Geneva Convention Il Concerning the Treatment of Prisoners of War (1949).

3. Geneva Convention IV Concerning the Protection of Civilian Persons in Time of War (1949).

4. Protocol of 8 June 1977 Additional to the Geneva Conventions of 12 August 1949, and
Concerning the Protection of Victims of International Armed Conflicts (AP I).

5. Protocol of 8 June 1977 Additional to the Geneva Conventions of 12 August 1949, and
Concerning the Protection of Victims of Non- International Armed Conflicts (AP II).
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