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Abstract
The present study, using the " Conceptual Blending Theory" which is one of

the latest theories of "cognitive linguistics", seeks to explain the conceptual
metaphors used about the "Quran" in sermon 198. For this purpose, four
metaphorical phrases from this sermon were selected, and using the four-
space pattern, the stages of meaning creation were depicted. The findings of
the study show that the words "sea", "strong building", "healing” and
"shield", which have been used to describe the Qur'an in the source area, and
play a precise explanatory role in the metaphorical understanding of the
destination area (the word of the Quran), and from this through a new
reading, novel points can be inferred. The findings indicate that Imam (a.s.)
had a comprehensive insight by using these phrases and the application of
this theory can open new horizons in explaining the metaphorical concepts
of Nahj al-Balagha.
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Extended Abstract

1. Introduction

The words of Amir al-Mu'minin Ali (peace be upon him) in Nahj al-
Balagha, which is known for its eloguence, provide a precise, subtle and
at the same time deep explanation in various fields.

Among the epistemological contents of Nahj al-Balaghah is the
"Introduction and expression of the characteristics of the Holy Qur'an".
Imam (a.s.) has mentioned the Quran many times in his sermons, letters,
and aphorisms; Sometimes he has addressed the verses of the Quran and
their implicit expression in speech, and sometimes he has directed the
audience's attention to its commands, and in some cases, he has presented
the words of revelation in the most beautiful way in the form of
descriptive and metaphorical expressions; the peak of these beautiful
phrases can be seen in the final verse of sermon 198 in the form of fifty
characteristics.

Since the first centuries after compilation of this book, the translators
and commentators of Nahj al-Balagha have interpreted Nahj al-Balagha
by drawing on their knowledge and expertise, the social conditions of the
society and based on their ideologies as well as being influenced by
previous commentaries.

One of the characteristics of religious texts, including Nahj al-Balagha,
is their multi-layered nature; In these texts, literary techniques are used on
a relatively wide level, which, while adding beauty to speech, transform
abstract and intangible concepts into concrete concepts in an artistic and
wise manner. The process of finding the real meaning of the underlying
layers of the text is carried out using cognitive linguistics, and this branch
of linguistics has given us means of understanding the meaning by
presenting different theories.

2. Theoretical Framework

In recent years, the knowledge of "cognitive linguistics” which has
reached new theories in the field of understanding meaning, can play its
role in the field of explaining the concepts of religious texts, including
Nahj al-Balagha. Conceptual metaphor and the contemporary theory of
metaphor explain metaphor in the framework of cognitive semantics.
According to Lakoff (1992), conceptual metaphor is an abstract
conceptual understanding of the destination field based on concrete and
objective conceptual experience in the source field. The ineffectiveness of
this approach in analyzing concepts that had more than two areas of
origin and destination provided the ground for another cognitive theory
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called "mental spaces" theory by Fauconie (1985). Based on this
approach, mental space, as one of the basic conceptual structures, is
actually the environment that man creates in his mind according to his
knowledge of the outside world and his experiences from this world.

Some cognitive linguists consider the Conceptual Blending Theory as a
completed form of the theory of mental spaces, although this theory is
closely related to the perspective of conceptual metaphor. Conceptual
mixture theory was proposed to solve the problems that the previous two
theories were incapable of. Fauconnier and Turner (1994-2002) presented
the Conceptual Blending Theory based on four mental spaces. The mental
process of conceptual fusion has four main areas; Two inputs, public
space, and mixed space are concepts that take place during three stages of
composition, completion, and explanation. In this mental procedure, the
abstract concept or thought and the concrete and tangible concept are
placed against each other until their points of similarity come together in
the general space, and then by combining the points of similarity and
difference in the field of the mixture, conceptually, a new semantic
domain called "emergent semantic structure™ is created.

3. Method

In this study, after presenting and explaining the theoretical framework of
the subject, focusing on Sermon 198, four metaphors: "a sea whose depth
cannot be understood”, "a building whose pillars do not collapse”, " It is
healing in which there is no fear of illness" and "It is a shield for whoever
wears it" from the descriptive expressions of imam Ali in the introduction
of the Qur'an. And while expressing the opinions of the commentators
regarding these concepts, according to the Conceptual Blending Theory,
hidden points that have been unnoticed by the commentators are
mentioned. Considering the hypothesis that using the "Conceptual
Blending Theory" can help us better understand the metaphorical
expressions of Nahj al-Balagha, we are looking for an answer to this
question:

A: Can the application of Conceptual Blending Theory in the conceptual
metaphors of Nahj al-Balagha lead us to a new and deeper understanding
than what the commentators have brought in explaining these
expressions?

B: Did Imam (a.s.) pay attention to a comparative dimension between the
abstract and the concrete spheres in using metaphorical combinations to
describe the Qur'an, or was a set of comparisons of these two spheres the
subject of the Imam'’s attention?
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4. Conclusion

The application of the "Conceptual Blending Theory", which is actually
the result of previous cognitive opinions, i.e. perceptual metaphor and
mental spaces, can lead us to infer new points and concepts by creating
deeper and more precise mental spaces in explaining the conceptual
metaphors of Nahj al-Balagha. In this article, an attempt was made to
analyze four conceptual metaphors related to the introduction of the
"Holy Qur'an" from sermon 198, using the "conceptual fusion theory". By
using the model of four spaces proposed in this theory and considering
the principles governing it and the mapping between the data in the
spaces within the data and mixing them in the mixing space, with a more
comprehensive view, different semantic aspects of conceptual metaphors
are revealed. This semantic breadth is less commonly seen in the
explanations. At the same time, the results obtained in the explanation of
each metaphorical phrase show that Imam (a.s.) did not have a one-
dimensional view in using metaphorical compounds to describe the
subject, and has taken into considerations all dimensions of difference or
similarity between the abstract subject (destination area) and the concrete
subject (area origin) with the wide scope of his knowledge.
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