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Abstract

Shia Imamia believes in the necessity of the existence of an imam in all
times and considers a clear declaration to be obligatory for all imams, along
with infallibility and according to this view, declaration is one of the
reasons for proving the imamate, and the imamate is not proven without a
miracle, unless there is a declaration and appointment by the Messenger
(PBUH) of the person to be Imam. In Ghefari's books and based on his
documents -which he considers to have been taken from authentic Shia
sources-, this Shia point of view has been denied in various ways, and
among his reasons are a number of the statements and writings of Ali (a.s.)
in Nahj ul-Balagha.

Keywords: Doubts in Nahj ul-Balagha, Qefari, Alavi text, Imamat in Nahj
ul-Balagha, Imam Ali (a.s.)

1. Ph.D. in Science and Education, Nahj ul-Balagha, Payam Noor University, Tehran, Iran
*: Corresponding Author: Email: Ahosseinpa313@gmail.com

How to cite this article: Hossein Pour Asl, A. (2022). Criticism of Ghafari's doubts about the text of the
Imamate of Ali (AS) in Nahj al-Balagha, Quarterly Journal of Nahj al-Balagha Research, 10(37), 141-163.
doi: 10.22084/NAHJ.2022.26101.2803




142 Criticism of Ghafari's doubts about the... Hossein Pour Asl

1. Theoretical framework:

Based on historical evidence and for some reasons, since the beginning of Nahj-
ul-Balagha, doubts have been raised by critics with different purposes on the
attribution of Nahj-ul-Balagha to Imam Ali (a.s.). Due to these doubts, which
were related to the compiler and the attribution of this book to the Prophet, in
recent times, Nahj al-Balagha has become a source for criticizing the Shiite point
of view as if after resolving the doubts raised by Ibn-Khalkan, Dhahabi, Ibn-
Hajar, etc. by the researchers, this time it was the turn of the Nahj al-Balagha to
be analyzed in terms of intra-textual doubts by a number of Sunnis. and while
examining the Shia sources and benefiting from them in order to deny the views
of the Shias about their imams, some expressions of Nahj ul-Balagha should also
be used.

2. Method

The present study is based on the context of the speech in Nahj-ul-Balagha and
was carried out using analytical-descriptive method and by historical-
documentary review of Ghefari's documents, to examine and analyze the validity
of his writings in the subject of declaration.

3. Conclusion

Based on the analyses, Ghefari, like his other predecessors and according to their
writings, selected a part of the words of the Holy Prophet to serve his goals, and
expressed his point of view without paying attention to the context and the
reason behind using these words. Also, the results of analysis of the point of
view of the audience contradicts his words.

If Ghefari seeks to create doubts based on the sixth letter, the answer is this;
Imam (a.s.) raises the basis of Mu'awiyah’s coming to power and reminds him of
the legitimacy of his caliphate based on that. Muawiya's power was due to his
being appointed by Umar and confirmation of his emirate by Uthman. Mu'awiya
and his co-thinkers believed that Abu Bakr, Umar and Uthman were rightful
because Muhajir and Ansar had pledged allegiance to them and the Muslim
Council was elected based on that. With this argument, Imam made Muawiyah
understand that he has no right to oppose the Muhajir and Ansar.

The 92" sermon was issued by Imam (a.s.) at a time when "Uthman" had
been killed due wasting the Treasury funds and the lives and property of the
people were dominated by the Umayyads and disturbances had occurred in
different regions, and the people rushed to the Imam for allegiance. Famous
people were expected Imam to act in the same way as the previous caliphs.
There were different conquests and mixing of the races. As the result of the
inappropriate measures taken by the previous caliphs, people had not their initial
unity and every group had its own view. On the other hadn, in the case of quick
acceptance of the government, there was a possibility of planning a coup and
accusing Imam of being greedy toward government. For these reasons, Imam
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states: We will be faced with a job with aspects for which hearts are not stable
and in which intellects are not fixed.

Regarding sermon 205, addressed to Talha and Zubair, which, from Ghefari's
point of view, expresses Imam’s lack of desire for the caliphate, it should be
noted that his speech is focused on expressing the way of governance and
responding to the claims and objections of Talha and Zubair, not proving the
caliphate to them; this is a verbal requirement and he demands this as an
eloquent person, he raised this issue. The proof of the right of caliphate has been
recorded in history in many other places with different statements by him, and
these two have admitted it, and there was no need to mention this issue in this
meeting.
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