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Abstract

Nahj ul-Balagha is one of the important moral books from the perspective of
Shiites in Islam. The present study focused on the construction and
psychometric validation of the psycho-political feeling security scale based
on Nahj ul-Balagha. Accordingly, the qualitative method of content analysis
of Nahj al-Balagha was primarily employed to extract the components
related to the psychological and political areas of security. After
determining the items associated with these components, the experts
approved their face and content validities to construct the scale. The whole
scale was piloted on a sample of 400 university students after item revision
to validate its psychometric properties. According to the results, the scale
had reliabilities of 0.85 and 0.96 with the retest method and Cronbach's
alpha, respectively. Besides, the results of factor analysis showed the first-
order two-factor structure. Overall, the results of both exploratory and
confirmatory factors showed two explicit factors of political and
psychological security. Ultimately, it was concluded that this scale, with
emphasis on Nahj ul-Balagha, is a valid Islamic scale to measure the
individual's feelings about political and psychological security in various
studies.
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1. Introduction

A sense of security is as important as and perhaps more important than
the existence of security in the society, and individuals' reactions need
their perception of security; hence, there will be no sense of security as
long as there is no security in the society from the individuals' perspective
(Yarmohammad Toski and Hajabolhasani, 2013). According to Inglehart
(2016), psychological and social security is a major factor in the growth
and development of any society, and on the contrary, the growth of
society increases the sense of security in people in the society. A healthy
society needs national security, and concern about security in all its
branches is the most important responsibility of governments (Saeidi,
2020).

2. Theoretical Framework

The concept of psychological security is obtained from the theory of the
hierarchy of needs, in which Maslow (1943) argues that when the need
for security is not met, a person may feel anxious and tense about damage
or threat, feel less satisfied with life, and have no higher tendency to
higher level needs. Psychological security is a status in which people
perceive the environment as safe, free, and without harm and threat
(Maslow, Hirsch, Stein, and Honigman, 1945: 22). People who feel
psychologically secure usually perceive the world as emotionally safe or
free of emotional trauma. They usually have higher trust and confidence
in themselves and others, feel less anxious, tend to be more sociable, and
actively involve themselves in relationships with others (Taormina &
Sun, 2015). Political security is an important aspect of human security in
which people must live in a society that respects their basic human rights,
and significant progress has been made in this field (UNDP, 1994). The
present study sought to present a questionnaire based on the Islamic
culture in terms of the feeling of psychological and political security and
examined it psychometrically.

The research used a qualitative-quantitative method. In the qualitative
dimension, content analysis was utilized to obtain the political-
psychological security items in the book "Nahj ul-Balagha™ by Ali ibn
Abi Talib, the first Shiite Imam of the world. The quantitative dimension
of the study was descriptive and included building a scale and examining
its characteristics. The research population consisted of all universities
students in Iran in the academic year 2018-2019. According to Morgan's
table, 384 participants were required to determine the sample size, and
thus 400 individuals (female and male students) were selected for the
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study. A total of 30 students were selected and the scale was administered
to them, and the reliability of the questions was examined.

Feeling of Psychological-Political Security Scale: This researcher-made
scale consists of 48 items that examine the feeling of security in political
and psychological dimensions based on content analysis of Nahj ul-
Balagha.

3. Results

The content validity ratio value was 0.85, which is suitable as it is higher
than 0.78 with a total of 9 individuals. The content validity index value
was 0.90, which is greater than the suitable value of 0.79.

In the exploratory factor analysis, the Kaiser-Meyer-Olkin Measure of
Sampling Adequacy (KMO) was used to examine the initial fit of the
data, and Bartlett's Test of Sphericity was used to examine the non-
zeroness of the correlation matrix.

The KMO index was higher than 0.6 and the Bartlett index with a value

of X2=98.15831 was significant at the level of p<0.000, indicating a
sufficient correlation between the items for factor analysis. According to
the results of the Scree test, the eigenvalues were 19.90 and 5.83
respectively for two factors and explained 44.62% of the observed
variances.
Confirmatory factor analysis was utilized to examine the items and their
regression weights. According to the results, all the regression
coefficients were significant at P<0.001. The confirmatory factor analysis
was used to examine the construct validity. Since the items were made for
political and psychological security factors, the fit indices of the first-
order two-factor model were suitable and the model was confirmed.

Table 1. Absolute, relative, and parsimony fit indices of the first-order three-factor
model

CFlI RMSEA AGFI GFlI CMIN/DF

0.89 0.06 0.91 0.91 2.45

Table (1) reports the Chi-square per degree of freedom (CMIN/DF),
Comparative Fit Index (CFI), Goodness of Fit Index (GFI), Adjusted
Goodness of Fit Index (AGFI), and the Root Mean Square Error of
Approximation (RMSEA). The model was assumed suitable since
CMIN/DF was equal to 2.45. The Root Mean Square Error of
Approximation (RMSEA) value was less than 0.08 (RMSEA=0.06) and
other indices also indicated the acceptable fit of the model and supported
the first-order two-factor model.
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Test-retest reliability of the whole scale and the political and
psychological security factors were found to be 0.85, 0.86, and 0.82,
respectively, on 80 individuals at a time interval of four weeks, indicating
the stability of the questionnaire. Using Cronbach's alpha, the reliability
of the whole test was 0.96 for 48 items, 0.97 for 32 items of political
security, and 0.90 for 16 items of psychological security, indicating the
high internal consistency of the test.

4. Conclusion

The present study was very important owing to the role of Islamic culture
in the definitions of scientific variables, and it aimed to introduce and
build a scale for the feeling of political and psychological security
according to the book Nahj ul-Balagha and its validation among Iranian
students.

Two factors were obtained according to the results and based on
correlation and exploratory factor analysis, and they were named
according to the items related to political and psychological factors. The
research limitation was that it was conducted on Iranian students; hence,
caution should be practiced in its generalization to other countries.
According to this limitation, future studies could revalidate this scale in
other countries, cultures, and situations.
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1. Content validity ratio

2. Content validity index
3. Kaisar-meyer-olkin

4. Bartlett test of sphericity
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